The Importance of Iowa School for the Deaf



Hi. 

My name is Kailey Ferris. I am Deaf myself. I have been a born and raised Floridian recently moved to Omaha. 

I can vouch for the profound impact Iowa School for the Deaf has on me as a Deaf individual. I have made some friends immediately upon moving here. The sense of community is strong in Iowa (and Nebraska!), and we have ISD to thank for that! 

I would like to see Iowa School for the Deaf remain the way it is or to fight with everything in our power to keep the school. 

The changes from moving the school to under the Board of Education from Board of Regents does scares the Deaf community because we have seen this happen with Nebraska School for the Deaf. NSD was important to the Deaf community and it has greatly suffered because it has shut down. If Iowa School for the Deaf closes, what will our Deaf community do? 

The sense of community and comrade in our culture is so important. The school provides resources for our Deaf children. Deaf children are able to make friends who are like them. Full access to communication. ISD provides jobs for our Deaf staff who otherwise might struggle to find a job with lack of accessibility and accommodations.  Nebraska and Iowa's Deaf community remain strong because of events held at ISD. Deaf schools from all over compete at ISD (sports), they recently won a cheerleading award! We feel there is a sense of community where we understand each other's struggles and we feel a deep bond with our Deaf community. It is not just a disability. There is a culture too! and ISD helps feed that culture. 

Iowa School for the Deaf is all inclusive and everything in its' power should be made to keep Iowa School for the Deaf (and blind!) remain in our community. Thanks for reading and listening to our concerns.

Sincerely,

Kailey Ferris

