Dear Subcommittee members;

I am writing to urge you to VOTE YES on HF-147, the Second Amendment Preservation Act (SAPA.)
With dangerous government overreach, law abiding citizens are at risk. I have firsthand experience, along with my father, falling victim to ridicules government rules. 

Years ago when our state and county (Linn County) was under strict rule regarding permits to carry weapons, my father was denied the ability to renew his permit to carry weapons. He owned and operated a gun shop. The Sheriff had absolute rule and would routinely deny permits to carry. The Sheriff had full knowledge we would transport firearms to and from local gun shows as well has have displays in our showroom. We specialized in military type weapons. SPAS-12, AR-15, Bren guns, Browning 1919A4, Thompson 1927A1, etc. As well as black power cannons and black power to load and function them.

My father’s permit to carry had lapsed. He attempted to renew the permit and was denied by the Sheriff. Multiple attempts to try and regain the permit failed. The Sheriff used the excuse he had the right to deny any permit, because of government rules that gave him unlimited power in decision making. So even though we stocked and carried what is now referred to as so-called “assault weapons”. He was denied the ability to have protection when transporting these weapons. 

The sheriff stated he did not care that my father had and FFL and was transporting weapons out of our building. He even went as far to lay blame on us saying if we were robbed, it is our fault if it happens. The sheriff prevents the ability to arm ourselves and then states any criminal acts against us is our fault. 

An FFL holder should be top priority in receiving a permit to carry weapons. The government gave unlimited power to local Sheriffs so they could deny the rights of people to protect themselves. 

With other laws being passed that harm the people of Iowa, was the law denying parents that ability to teach children gun safety. Many people  in the Government level outright lied to the public. I had to constantly correct people on Facebook about all the lies. Local representatives took to the news and were allowed to lie to the public. One such statement was that children would be able to carry guns to preschool and be able to shot another child if they took their crayons. The statements were so outlandish, but people believed the lies. I would have to link to the HF bills directly in my responses and even then people would still believe the lies told to them by the news. Others were shocked and thanked me for linking to the bills so they could learn for themselves what was in them. The news routinely hides bills so the public doesn’t know what is in them.

The local rep made more drama by claiming to call up gun manufactures and ask if they make guns to fit babies hands. She was applauded by the radical left. I personally called her out on her lies and she refused to respond. I called her out on Facebook posts and listed all the laws that would be in violation if a child was carrying a gun to school and shooting another child over crayons. She bragged by not allowing children to be thought gun safety, it would protect the children. Just 1 week later after the bill was defeated the news reported a child being killed. The reason was the child that pulled the trigger didn’t know it was loaded when they cycled the action on the gun. With not being able to teach the dangers of guns and how they function, the anti-gun government allowed another child to die when simple education would have prevented it. The most common response from a child shooter is, I didn’t know it was loaded. That is because the government does not want gun safety taught to children. They then attack the NRA’s Eagle program calling it a Terrorist group. The Eagle program specifically teaches children to not touch a gun and to get an adult. So calling the NRA a terrorist group means they want harm and death to innocent people. How can you call a group that is actively working to teach the dangers of weapons a terrorist group? You can’t. It is the same as calling a rifle an assault weapon. It is only language used to lie to the public to pass anti-gun agenda that harms people and to protect criminals.

With more current matters, bump stocks are banned. The Government claims they cause more accuracy, which is a myth. They also claim it turns guns into machine guns. That is also a myth. Now stabilizers are being banned. So people like me who are physically disabled would be tuned into criminals if we use those devices. So physical impairments do not matter to the government. 

The government has little education on weapons they choose to ban. The act of making up a name, Assault weapon, was during the Clinton administration. It is used to scare the general public. They never call a weapon a defensive weapon when it is used to stop a crime. They will not even use that language when referring to police that use an AR-15 to stop a shooter. It is always the word assault. They routinely claim AR-15 stands for Assault weapon-15. That is a myth. They call magazines a clip and claim ridicules concepts like how having larger that factory capacity magazines will make a gun a machine gun. They do not even know how a gun functions to make such outlandish claims. 

This bill, HF 147, would prevent the police from enforcing ridicules government rules that harm the law abiding citizens of the state. When the President himself cannot speak clearly on the issues and makes up definitions of weapons, it is clear he has no business even talking about weapon rules of law. There are too many people in the government that have never researched weapons and have no idea what they are talking about. It should be required to have intimate knowledge of weapons before being allowed to discuss bills and laws. Many of those trying to enforce new weapon laws either have no knowledge, or outright lie to try and pass these laws aimed to harm law abiding citizens.

This bill will aim to prevent the enforcement of ridicules laws that harm the people of the state. If any member of the House or Senate has issues with the people disagreeing on weapons bills, they need to go talk to any FFL holder to get educated on how guns function. More specifically an FFL 07 holder. They can manufacturer and/or modify firearms so they have intimate knowledge of how guns function. Once understanding how guns function and work, then they can go back and see how ridicules some of the laws are that restrict gun ownership.

I urge voting YES on HF 147 to protect Iowans from ridicules government overreach. 

Thank you for your time and attention to his matter,

Mike Lawrence
