January 30, 2023

Dear reader:

My name is Casey Middleswart.  I am a current 1L student at Drake Law School.  I am writing this with deep concern for the safety and well-being of the LBGTQ+ community in Iowa.

Let me begin by stating that there are many Iowans who believe that identifying as LGBTQ+ is a moral failure.  In extreme cases, it is “evil”, “an abomination”, or “the will of Satan”.  To deny that these ideals have been a source of violence within our state and throughout our nation is an act of ignorance.  It is hardly a novel phenomenon for religious fundamentalists to demonize a group of people who do not share their same values, and then use scripture to justify their attacks against them.  It is a dangerous thing when a socially and politically dominant echo-chamber operates under the belief that physically, emotionally, socially, and economically harming an entire group of people is the will of God.  It is, as they say, a slippery slope—one that leads to “good-faith” violence.  It is even more dangerous when legislative acts affirm the moral underpinnings of these dangerous beliefs. 

I urge you, in considering HF 9, to consider the very real possibility of a student struggling with their gender and sexual identities to be ousted, as required by the proposed bill, by a teacher to a parent who believes that anyone who deviates from heteronormativity has yielded to their sinful desires.  How far is a parent who believes their child is being influenced by the devil willing to go to “save” their child from damnation?  

As history will demonstrate, it is not unreasonable to believe that the same motivating operation that caused the Twin Towers to fall could also result in a child’s injury or death.

For these reasons, I ask that you do not vote in favor of enacting HF 9.

Respectfully submitted,
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