PRISERVING ADEQUATE WATER SUPPLIES STUDY COMMITTEE

January 1950

AUTHCRIZATION AND APPOINTMENT

. The Preserving Adequate Water Supplies Study Ccmmittee was
established by the Legislative Council and directed o study
current and future water supply needs of both rurai and urban
areas, develop sncect-range and long-range plans to guarantee 3
safe, adequate water supply, and promote water ccnservation and
efficiert uses of water. The Study Committee was granted three
meezing days. The meetings were held on September 8, Octaber 12,
and Qccober 21.

The members of the Study Committee were:

Senator Donald E. Gettings, Co-chairperson
Representative David Osterberg, Co-chairperson
Senasor Leonard L. Boswell

Senator H. Kay Hedge

Senator Jack W. Hester

Serpator Berl E. Priebe

Representative Bradly C. Banks

Representative Daniel P. Fogarty
Depresentat:ive Glen JSessa

Aepresenrtative Vic Stueland

COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

At 1ts £first meeting on September 8, the Study Committee hearzrd
testimeny from several professiconals as to the current status of
water supplies in Iowa, the effects of recent drought conditioans,
arnd the plans and prospects for future water suppiies.

or. Don Koch, State Geologist, presented testimony relating o
current groundwater sources and general geological informaticn
abcocut Iowa's waker rescutces, He noted that 62 percent of the
state's population is supported by groundwater rescurces and that
the demand on water use will increase by approximately five percent
per year for the next twenty years,

Dr. Eiwynn Taylor, State Climatglogist, presented testimoay
concerning normal precipitation and the recharge of aquifers from
precipitation, He noted that 85 percent of normal precipitaticn
yields no recharge to an aquifer and that the aquifers in the state
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Mr, “ar< Oickey, Sectlon Supervisor, Bureau of Heusing and
Community Deve_coment, Lepartnent of Economic Develcpmen:z, zucl.red
che role of tnhe Department 1n assisting [3wa COMMuUNities opra.n
furding for water supplies. He stated thar the Departmenrst Rhas
awacrded S10,CDD,000 t¢ communities to estabiish water 3uDply
systems. He added thnat the Department has a.so focused on dreugns
assiscance by providing more than $7,000,000 in 198%, and p.ans o
provide an addirienal 5$3,000,000 to $5,000,000 in 13840.

Mr, JCanes Gulliford, DOivector, Divisicn of Soii Conservat:izn,
Department of Agricu.ture and Land Stewardship, described rthe
resgarch and demonstration prajeces focusing upon  sinxkholes,
agricuitural drainage areas, and farm maragemeat practicas. He
also stated char 73 percent of the $4,800,000 of projected Resource
fohancement and Protection {(REAP) ‘funds will be used t©Qo suppert
water guality proteczion practices including land conversion
gractices, =xraditional erosion ConRtfoL practices, and closure of
agrigcultura: drainage wells.

Mr. Rcbe:: Haug and Ms. Mary Ann DeVries, Iowa Asscociation cf
Municipa: Utilities, presented testimony outlining pians for cop:ing
with fuzure water Ssnortages anhd implementing water conservaticn
praczices within communities,

Mr, L. D. McMullen, Manager, Des Moines Water Works, descrived
the Des Moines facility as a regional system Serving approx.mately
i00.,000 populiat:ion, He stated that the use of water in the Oes
Mornes system has 1ncreased, out there is more than adegquate wacer

to meer the demand. He stated that water quality is the malin
concers of the Des Molnes system. He also expressed support fcr
the reg:cnalization of water supplies for those areas particu.arly
that do ncZt have adequate suppiles.

At its saccnd meeting on October 12, the Study Committee met In
wenox and Afrton, lIcwa. At the Lenox meeting, Mr. Deocrman QOtte,
representing the Farmers Home Administration, distributed materials
and described the federal assistance which is provided te rural
water SystLems.

Mr. David Ferris, Lenox Municipal Light and Water Systems,
described the actions taken by the Lenox wutility board and
consumers to overcome the drought and water shortages resulting
from the drought. He described the Lenox water rate structure as
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nasicaliy 3 strajght l.ne rate whicn promotes water conservarticn
Sot reta.~s a re.atively iow price for the water Ior crdinary
réesidentlal TusIomers.

Mr, Tom Rexs:teiner, manager oF an egq processing plart wn Lenox,
explained <«ne gract:ices and prcblem-sciving technigues utrilized o
verssre 472 water shortages for the plan=. He stated the plant
sses 40,000 galillens per day and to overcome tne snortages, water
nad to >se nauledé by truck and water conservaticn measures were
~axen ~r=2laring te :whe plant operation with the appreval ci tne
snit2d States Department of Agricuiture.

vr. Xenneth Owen, President, Rathbun Regicral Water Assoclatv.on,
Inc., presencted =he Study Committee Wit history and currenc
cperation oI the Asscciaction. He stated the Asscciation nas 10,0863
rcokune eligible <£fcr water service and that the water is derived

from  she Laxe Rathbuyn -reatment facilitv. Ouring his remarks, Mr,
Owen made two recommencdations for legislative acticno. He
recommenrded tnat tne legislation requiring rural water distiricts o

meet cizy standards in the two-mile area adiacenc 0 ity
boundaries which are subject to city zoning be repea.ed and
chapters 357 and 357A cof the Iowa Code be reviewed and updated to
provide ncre administracive flexidility.

1 McAllister, Crief, Surface and Groundwarer
sion, Department of Natural Resources, presentec Lne
Study Comml e with statistics and other information relating =0
groundwater r.d surface water sources. de¢ also discussed
reguirerents relating o the permitting of irrigaticn systems anc
urged inac the Study Committee continue to suppotrt the policy thac
warer 1S DuUDLLZ weaw.th.

Mr, darr-e
ProtecTion ouv

-

Mr, Lee Faris, Iowa Cattlemen's Association, expressed the
ssociation’'s longstanding advocacy 9of the conversion of fragile
ropland cc pasture as an ideal mechod of promoting soil and water
conservatioan. He also noted that the recent drought conditions
nave fzcused che need to preserve water resources and that water
impoundrmen:z structures should be given higher priority as a method
of accompl.isning water conservacion.

Mr. Rooer:t Moore, Manager. lLamoni Municipal Utilities, described
ihe  wWater conservation methods used during the summer ©o meet tre
drougnt  conditions and pointed out the severe limitations which
water snortages will have on economic development if solutions are
nor ${ound 1D the chronic shortages in Southern and Scuthwest lowa,

At the meecing in Afton, local city officials, community
ieacders, and other interested citizens described the history and
present status of the Three Mile Lake project which is designed tc
meet¢ the needs of the citizens of Adams, Taylor, Ringgold, Decatur,
Clarke, and Union counties for water supply, cecreation, and

related wuses. The speakers included Mr. Malcom Amos, Mr. Gene
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Gunsslley, Mr. Earl Hanthorn, Mr. Bob Brown, Mr, Erwin 9. Aust,

Mr. 3: Rc¢cne, and Mr. Sennils Hilger. The s3peaxkers empnrasizecd :ne
Tutlagengy  and mul:llevel ¢f Jovernments whicn are commicted U
ine  new  ceseryouz of approximartely 870 acres. ALl of the funding

I

32
except Ior apcroxamately S$S721,000 ras been cptaiaed.

(AN
13

At Lt3 I:7&. meering on Ocicber 31, tne Study Cowmittee recerved
testomeny  from Professcr  Gregery Carmichael, University cf Iowe,
relarirg ©o gGlobal warming trencs and the.r effect on agriculture
and Ipwa’ Warer Suppily. Professsr Carmicnael stated tnan the
rapid Lncrease in rthe discnarge of carbor dioxide, me:znane, and
zther greenncuse gases s causing a g.2bal ua'ﬂvﬂq trend and tre
WATmLng ~rend will sigrificantly _.mpact Iowa's agriculzuzal
preducticn ta the next fifty co seventy-five years. He norad =nat
carson d.cxitde and gther greenhcuse gases occuriing 1a nature have
gradually warmed the eartn's atncsphere by fifty degrees Fanrenhe:rx
o provide an  environment existing coday, but current trends arce

increasing t=e rate cf warming toc rap:dly o expect many s5pecies
of plants and animals to survive., Concernlng ‘cwa's environment,
re stated =znat the average temperature will increase fwd Lo SiX
degrees Fahkrenaeit in the next £ilty to seventy-five years, scal
meistuce wlo. reduce by fifry percent, and the current crcp
preoduccion will not be maintained without substantial irrigatien.

RECOMMENDATIONS

ving Adeguarse Water Supplies Study Committee makes the
cormendations to the Legislative Council and zne
o:

- Zszapiish 4 Global <Change Trust Ffund consisting of
$10,000,000 annually appropriated from the Icwa Plan Tund or the
state General fund o the following agencies and for tre fclilowing
Purpcses:

a, 20 Icwa State University of Science and Technolcgy for
bistechni.icgy research relating to sustainable agriculture,
including methane reduction and nitrogen management,

B. To the University of Iowa for investigating global change.

e, T< the University of Northern Iowa to assSist businesses in
environmenstal economic development.

d. T2 the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardszip to

support soll conservation practices and the protection of laxes
frem silration,

e. To the Department of Economic Development to finance the
construction of water supplies.

.
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£. To tne Department of Econcemic Develcpment tc support tne
production ard markezing <£ ethancl.

2. T2 tne Department of Natural R[esources tc encourage and
Suppor: reagicnal pianning for *ha.i.g and conserving water
rescuzces <o meer dcomestic, agricultural, and commercial needs; o
require planning  for the develcepment of lakes, subjec:t -3 the
inplementaticn 5E scis ccnservacticn pract.ces tT  ellinirate
si:lzatien, wihere chere s a potentia. for water shecrtages, o
ensure pstential eccnonlc  expansion: and to provide fcr laxke
dredegin wrere econrnomicalily feasible and where so:l conservat:2n
pract.ces are .mplemented o ensure that siltacicn dces ncs
repcgour.

2. Aporopriate an addi:-ional amount of not o exceed $70G,335C

to +he Southern Iowa Rural Water Asscciarion £or the completion of
Tnree Mile Laxe, IJnion County.

3. Cevelc a water efficiency and conservaticn program wnich
Jyses a water racte structure to enccurage water conservacion and
whizh targets feor i2s gecal a ten percent reducticn in per capita
domestic use oy 1992 and a twenty percent recduction in per capita
domeszic use by 1934,

i. Reexamine trecently enacted Legislation whicn broadens
jurisdictions of cities o require rural water systems %o Zu..d
water disctributzion facilities within the two~-mile Il:mits of a cosy
*C meet city standards.

3. Review chapters 357 and 357A ¢f the Code ¢f Iowa witn :the
purpose of =modernizing the provisions raelating =5 rural water

districets.

cw,2129ic
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