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3ACKGROU~J :NFO~~T!ON 

The £ar:y Childhood 2ducation S~~dy Committee was estab:is~ed by 
the ~egis:ative Council and in anticipation o~ the i~p~e~e~tatic~ 
in 1992 of all-day, everyday <indergarten was direc~ed to exp:cre 
addit~onal care and activities needed by young Children in :~e 
school environment, including recreation, child care, ~eal:~ 
education, developmental activities, latch-key programs, and pre
kindergarten needs. The Study Commi~tee findings are intended :c 
complement a Jepart~ent of Education study which is :imited to 
kindergarten education and the Study Committee was deSignated to 
receive and consider preliminary findings of a Legislative Fisca: 
Bureau study of kindergarten space needs. The Study Co~~ittee was 
instructed ~o include a long-range plan in the final report. 

The Study Comnittee was initially granted two meeting days 
third was approved upon the request of the Study Committee. 
meetings were ~eld on August 29, October 28, and Jecember :5, 

Members of the Study Committee were: 

Senator Charles Bruner, Ames, Co-Chairperson 
Representative Mary Neuha~ser, Iowa City, Co-Chairperson 
Senator Pat Oeluhery, Davenport 
Senator ;ohn W. Jensen, PlainEield 
Senator ;im Lind, Waterloo 
Senator Jean Lloyd-Jones, Iowa City 
Representative Gene Blanshan, Scranton 
Representative Ron J. Corbet~, Cedar Rapids 
Representative Jack Hatch, Des Moines 
Representative Raymond Lageshu:te, Waverly 

~ee::~g of August 29, 1988 

and a 
~~ese 

1988. 

At its :irs~ meeting, ~he Study Committee heard invited 
testimony from Ms. Barbara Willer of the National Associa:ion for 
the Education of Young Children who visited under the auspices of 
the National Conference of State Legis:atures. Ms. Wil~e~ 
disc~ssed societal needs for the future, indicating that rap~c 
changes necessitate the adoption of "developmentally apprcpr:a:e 
practices· or "OAP" for the education of Children. 
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~s. ~i~le~'~ extenS.:.ve d~sc~ssi=n ~egarding deve:~p~e~:a::! 
appr~p~':"ate ~rac~:ces ·.-I:.t!1 Com,:n:t~ee :nerr.~e=s Cd:1 ~e st.:~a~:zec '"J::~ 
::-.e ::;::~IJ:::; :our :-ecomme!1daticr:s: 

:eac~er prepa=a~i~n and t:aining shou:d e~p~as.:.ze :~e ::~~a~ 
deve:cp~e~: s:ages ~E yot.:nger cni:d:en. 

2. C:ass s:zes shou:d ~e s~a:: and a class shou~d :~c:~de ~c:e 
:ta~ ~~e ~eache:. 

3. ?are~tal ~~vclveme~t in a chi:d's education shou:d ~e 
emphas~zed and e~hanced. 

4. Evaluation of children should be individualized and 
sta~dardized ~es~in9 should be de-emphasized. 

The Committee invited a panel of Iowa experts in early chi:dhocd 
education to react to ~s. Willer's presentation a~d co~~ent cn 
potential impact on at-risk children contained in senate Files 2:92 
and 2295 which were enacted in the ~988 Session of :ne Genera: 
Assembly. The reaction panel included ~r. Reid Zehrbach, 
Supervisor of Early Childhood Education for the Grant Wood Area 
Education Agency; Ms. Ann Thompson, Administrator of the )iv~sicn 
of Children, Youth, and Families of the Department of Human Righ~s; 
and ~s. Carol Alexander Phillips, a program spec~alist ~it~ :~e 
Department of Education. 

While many of the reaction panel comments were in agreemen~ wi~~ 
Ms. Willer's presentation, additional recommendations and comr.e~:s 
inccuded: 

1. Recognition of change in family structures and ~he resu:~~~g 
i~crease in reliance on SChools to provide educational activi~ies 
traditionally considered family responsibilities. 

2. Agreement that while labeling is ne9a~ive, it is 
unavoidable. Consequently, a sunset should be placed on :~e 
a::owable duration of a label before it is deleted or reconsidered. 

3. Recognition that a large number of children live a~ pove::! 
Or near-poor income levels which places these children a:-risk ~: 
:a:'lu:e. 

4. Cautions about the potential for unproductive sub~ectivi:! 
reSUlting ~rom the individual emphasis of DAP and a :esu::i,g 
reco~~enda:io~ to develop family support systems to identi:j 
children In need of additional attention, such as Minneso:a's 
Family Development Program. 

Committee discussion addressed distinctions between t~e 5cnoo: 
system and child day care providers, .ncluding pay dispari:ies 
between teachers; education disparities between children ~i:~ d 

quality pre-scnool education and chi:dren who did nct nave suc~ a~ 
exper:ence; growth in demand for school-age cnild care; ano 
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~~es~:~~s ~ega:ding :he ~eed ~~r di!fe:e~t :icens~:e 5,:a~da:is 
wh~c~ =nly a~ply :0 school-coe:ated chi~d care ttan to o:~e~5. 
Othe~ ::':"SC'..lSS.G!1 :-efer:ed to" l.acK ~: c~cpe:-at':'on a~d !"es:..!lo::::g 
!:agme~:a::on of service delivery between sChocls and p:-i~a:e C~:~~ 
day ca~e ;~=v:ders. 

~ee':i~q -~ ~ctcber 28, :988 

7he 5eco~d ~eeti~g i~cluded invited testimony from Dr. ;~dy 
Fin~e:s:e:n, Pr~ce ~abora~ory School and the Regents' Ce~:e~ :0: 
Early ~evelopmenta: Education at the University of Northern :o~a; 
~s. Karen ~helin and Ms. Agnes Kovacs, Iowa Child Care Alliance; 
Mr. Roger Wendt, Sioux City Community Schools; ~s. Joer. 
Blanchfield, Greene Community Elementary School: ~r. :.Ii~e 
Stapleton, 30ys and Girls Club of Jes Moines and ~r. Kev;~ 
Koester, Community Education Director for Ankeny schools; :.Ir. 
Richard Roach and Ms. Collette Wiarda, CAL Community School 
District; and Ms. Colleen Reisener, Waterloo Head Start Program and 
Head Start ~irectors Association. 

Dr. Finkelstein described the progress and stat~s of the 
Regents' Center for Early Developmental Education recent:y 
established at the University of Northern Iowa. She outlined the 
developmental education practices used at the Price Laboratory 
School where the Regents' Center is located; discussed research 
regarding (indergarten practices in Iowa schools; contrasted 
developmentally appropriate practices with the academic education 
model: described research findings of the High/Scope Educationa: 
Research Foundation of Ysilanti, MI, which suppor~ developmen:al:y 
appropr.ate practices; and ~ade the follo~ing po:icy 
recommendations: 

, Require speCial training for K-3 ~eachers in developme~tal:y 
appropriate practices for early Childhood education. 

2. Require 
developmentally 
educa:ion. 

3. Provide 
chiidren. 

elementary 
appropriate 

full-day, 

principals 
practices 

to 
for 

be trained in 
early childhood 

everyday kindergarten for at-:isk 

4. ?or four-and five-year-old age groups, :imi: c.ass sizes 
~o ~ore :~a~ :5 children to one instructor. 

5. Provide adequate space, both in size and flexibi:i:y, :or 
early childhood education. 

6. I:r.tlrove 
agenc~es. 

cooperation between and within gcvernmen:a: 

Ms. Thelin and ~s. Kovacs described the assumotions which a~e 
the basis of the private provider of preSChool programs and ch::d 
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33s~=~a::~~ ~hich ~~ey ~eprese~:. :hey ~ex: d~sc~ssed :~e 
Asscc:a~:~~'s co~ce:~s, ranglng ::om :acK =f ~~nsis~ency bet~ee~ 
?~b~.c ;c~ools and ~r~vate provlde~s :~ p~blic COStS and economic 
~~PdC: :: ~~~v~d~~g c~i:d care :~~~ug~ :~e ?ub:~~ sc~ools. 
?,ec~rn."T',e:"'.da::'-~:1s ~nc:'...:.ded ?lacl::g ~espc:".s~~i:':. ..... y :~:- de')elop:.;.~ 
pre~:~~e:;d::en ;:og:ams at :he :=ca: :eve:, creat~~g 3 s:a:ew~~e 
~e5cu:ce :e~:e~. ~anda~~~g :~at a:: ?re<~~derqar:e~ p:~grams ~ee: 
:~e 5:a:e c~:.d day care s:andards ~~der c~ap:e: 237A. a~d 
corr.~:e:~~g a statewide survey ~f al: ~hcse interes:ed in chi:d:e~ 
-~ -a"ce "-c'e-·-and'-g ana' s"ooo-· '0' add'·'ona' cape .~- './O':~~ ... ..J ~ ..... ~ ....... ::;,... ••• • .......... _.... ...... J. .. .......... __ 

c~i:d:en in :~e publ~c schoo:s. 

Mr. Wendt discussed the Sioux Ci~y School District's experience 
in operatlnq all-day. everyday kindergartens which he stated has 
beneficial effects on the aChievemen: of at-risk and other children 
surpassing :he benefits of half-day programs. He warned :hat there 
are large drawbacks to all-day, everyday kindergarten programs. 
primarily :n the expense of making space available and equipping 
:he classrooms. rt was pointed out in discussion that :he curren: 
school aid formula assumes Schools operate ful:-day kindergartens. 
but others expressed :he opinion that as ~ost schools do not 
ac:ually operate full-day kindergartens. additional money would be 
needed to require it statewide. 

MS. Blanchfield described her district's all-day. alternate day 
kindergarten and prekindergarten program which has beer. in 
operation for 19 years. Her presentation included a videotape and 
handouts. In her view, all-day kindergarten benefits children by 
improving attendance patterns and increasing time available for 
developmental :earning. She indicated that in the Greene district. 
prekindergarten is funded from the savings in busing expenses 
resulting from operating the full day kindergarten three days per 
~eek and noted that the prekindergarten program would have to be 
eiiminated if full-day, everyday kindergarten is mandated. due :0 
space 'imitations. 

Mr. !<oester described the community assessment process '..lsed by 
:he AnKeny schools in determining :he need for after-scheol child 
care that would be operated by an independent nonprofit contractor. 
~r, Stapleton described the financial and program aspec:s of the 
program as operated by the BOys and Girls Club. and indicated in 
respcnse to a question that fees are on a sliding scale. wlth the 
higher fees providing the means to subsidize low :ncorr.e 
?ar~:.~:.?a!"':ts. 

Mr. R~ach a~d Ms. Wiarda desc=ibed the CAL school distrlc~'S 
preKi~dergar:e~ program which has been in existence Eor :hirtee~ 
years. They highlighted the steady increase in standardized test 
sccres Sl~ce :he program's ~nce9~ion. the program is financed by a 
spec!a: distric: en~!chment :ax whic~ had been approved by :~e 
dis~r.ct's taxpayers. 

~s. 

s~ate. 

Colleen Re~sene: 
ind~cating that; 

discussed the Head Start program 
approxlmately 3500 children are be~ng 
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d~e _~ a special ~eed, I~ response to questions. ~s. Re1se~e: 
~~dica:ed ~hat d~e to f~~din9 :~~i:ations, ~he program concen:ra~es 
;~ f2~:-yea~-=:ds ~~s:ead ~f beth three a~d ~o~r-year-~:ds a~d :~a: 
~c: a:: -~ :~e eligible ~~ur-year-o!ds can oe se:~ed. S~e 
es::~a.ed :~a: approximately ~g percent ~~ the e:igible c~::d[e~ ~~ 
~~e s:ate a~e cu~ren::y being served. 

~ee:c"g 0: Jecember :5. 1988 

7he Co~~i:tee heard invited testimony ~rom Ms. Alice Wisne: ., 
:he ~egis:ative Fiscal Bureau; Ms. Chris ~ouscher. Aut:sm 7as~ 
Force of :cwa; ~s. !wyla Young. rowa Youth 2000 ~ask force; Sena:o: 
Bruner. Iowa Business Council Subcommittee on the ~evelopme~t a"d 
Ed~cation of At-Risk Youth; and discussed the proposed 
recor.\;ne~.dations of the Co-Chairpersons before voting on: i~.al 
recomme~da~:ons. 

~s. Wisner distributed a draft report of a survey of schoc~ 
distr:cts regarding pre-~indergarten. kindergarten. availab:e 
s~ace. and other issues. With 80\ of the state's ~33 schoc~ 
dlst:ic:s responding by the meeting date. 196 indicated ~he~= 
abilitv to meet the space requirements of an all-day. everyday 
ki~dergarten mandate and 154 indicated the space requiremen: co~~d 
not be met. The common barriers listed were funding. space. 
teachers/staff. materials and equipment. and transportatio~. 

Ms. ~ouscher described the background behind the developme~t of 
the Au~~sm Tas~ Force of Iowa and delivered a n~mber of 
recomme~da~ions for legislative action aEfecting autism. :ncluded 
are the establiShment of a state-wide networking and informat:o,
clearing house system. extended school year education programs. 
extended school day education programs, increased recreationa: 
oppo::~ni:ies. inclusion of autistic children in state case 
ma~age~e~: requirements. efforts Eor early ldentifica~ion and 
ed~ca~icn programs for autistic children. and increased training 0: 
i~st:~c~ors for autistic Children. Ms. Louscher stated ~hat the 
Aut~sm Task Force es~imates that approximately 800 chi:drer. ~~ 
~:~dergar:en through 12th grade have aut isms and ~ha~ ~ne 
Jepa::men: of Education has identified approximately 200 chi:dren. 

~s, ,o~ng's report on the Youth 2000 Task Force included 
:ecc~~e~~a:i=~s :0 strong~y invest ;.n education by ~r~v~d:~9 
ma~ch:ng ;ra~ts for local school districts who provide instruct~o~ 
and hu~an resource personnel to meet the training needs of at-r:s~ 
and non-college bound students. She stressed targeting the needs 
of at-rlsk children. with special emphasis upon family-cente=eci 
approaches ~n which parents learn along with thei= chl:dren. 

Se~d~or 3:une: presented pcl~cy recommendations developed oy :~e 
Iowa Business Council Welfare Reform Study Subcommittee on 
Deve:opffien~ and Education of At-Risk Youth. With approx:ma:ely "0' 
oE aii chl:dren in the state :iv1n9 in families recelv~r.g puo~~c 
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aSS~3:.a:;ce, -:he :-ecor.unenda~~~:-:s ~::c~uded de'Je:-:J?me~~ :: ~a:r.:~:: 
s~ppc=: ~rograms ~or ~arnilies with c~ildre~ ~=cm bir~n :0 s~x ~ea:~ 
of age: cons:dera:ion ~f Minnesota's Ear~y Childhood ?a~::! 
Sd~ca~~=~ progra~, ~issouri's ?aren:'s as ~eac~e~s ?:~~~a~, a~d 
~a=y:~~d'3 ~ami:! S~ppo:t Cen:ers ~r~g:arn ~~r adap:a::=~ :~:: :=~a: 
ar.a :.:"':c:"..ls~=:"'. :: :)\,;s~ness commun~ty :ep~ese~,:ac~ves ~:".:o ?:"a:--.:--.:.:"'.-; 
a~d s~?pcr~ ~E a~-r~s< youth emplcyme~t ?rograms. 

~a~e~~a!s Rece~ved 

The :~:lcw::1g ::tater.l.a.ls we=e received by St\.!cy Comr.tittee ~.e~~e:s 
a~d placed on file with the ~egislative Service Bureau: 

1. A copy of Senate File 2192, an Act to establ~sh a chi:d 
development coordLnating council for the promot~on of ct~:1 
development serv~ces to certain at-risk chi:dren ~nd to presc~:oe 
its duties, enacted in the 1988 Session. 

2. A copy of Senate File 2295, an Act rela:~ng to the 
deve:oo~ent of programs :or the identification, educat~ona: 
met~ods, and staff qualifications for at-risk children, enacted ~~ 
the 1988 Session. 

3. A position statement adopted in November, :987 by :te 
National Association of Early Childhood Specialists in State 
Departments of Education entitled: "Unacceptable Trends 
Kindergarten Entry and Placement". 

4. Two position statements of the National Association for tne 
Educat~on of Young Children published in the September, :986 iss~e 
of YounS Children entitled: "POSltion Statement on Developmental:y 
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Chlldre~ 
From Birth Through Age 8" and "Position Statement on 
Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Programs for 4and 5-Year
Olds" . 

S. An article distributed via the ED-LINE computer networ< 
dated April 20, 1988, entitled "NAES? tNat~onal Association of 
Elementary School Principals] Establishes Group to WorK en 
Kinde:gar~en Reform". 

6. A listing prepared 
entit!ed "Early Childhood 
C=:""s ide::" ~ ': :'or." . 

by the Co-Chairpersons in August, :988 
Education Study Committee Issues :0: 

7. An undated executive summary of a report prepa:ed oy tne 
Sub-Committee on the Educationally Disadvantaged of the Ce~~ittee 
:or Economic :>evelopment entitled "Children in Need: :nvest:ne~.: 
Strategies for tne Educationally Disadvantaged". 

8. 7estlmony o~ Mr. ~awrence J. Schweinhart of t~e High Scoce 
Educational Research Foundation before the Education Commlc:ee ;: 
:he ~at~onal Conference of State Legislatures on ~ecemoec J, :98~ 
entitled: "At-RisK Youth: Closing the Achlevemenc Gap W!th Ea::~ 
Childhood Educatlon". 
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3. ~eg~:ar ~a::~ngs, ~i~~:es, and mee:i~g not~ces 5~pp:~ed ~" 
~~e :~~:d Jevelopment Cocrd~no.t~ng CC~~Cl~. 

:0. A ~c~cg:a?~ ?:epa~ed ~y :~e C=u~c:: oE C~le~ S:a:~ SC~:=_ 
'Jf:::cers _ .. :987 e!1=it:ed ·'::;'e:;ter.ts:;: a ~ode: State 5:0.::"':::': :: 
?:~vlde Sd~cat~c~a: E~:i::ereents ~~r At-R~sk Students", 

~he :~wa ?:eki~de:ga~:en!Kinder;a:te~ Task Fo:ce ~ep~:: 
SyDCc~~:ttee ~~ :~e S=a:e 30ard =f Educat:~n :~ Oc~ober, ~987. 

:2. A 
Assemb:y, 
Boards. 

s~rr~ary of legislation enacted by the ~2~d :owa Ge~era~ 
1988 session prepared by :he :owa Association of Sc~cc: 

:3. A pub~icat:~~ ?repared by ~he Assccia:io~ :or Supe:v~s~~~ 
a~d C~r=iculum Oeve:opment in 1988 entitled: "A Resource G~ide :0 
Public School Early Childhood programs". 

:4-
provide 
and for 

A copy of proposed federal legisla~ion, S. :885, a bi~: ~o 
for a federal program for the improveme~t of chicd care, 

other purposes, popularly Known as the "ABC" bil:. 

15. A report published by the RAND Corporation in Marc~, :988, 
e~t~tled "The Education and Human Resources ~rogram". 

16. An "emerging issues" report of the Midwestern Legis:a~ive 
Conference of the Council of State Governments publ:shed Aug~s:, 
:988 entitled "Child Care: Investment in the Future". 

. ~ 
~ , . An 

:>epa r tme~ t 
Sullivan of 
:988. 

~pdace on the status of activities required of the 
of Education under Senate File 2295 prepared by Gall M. 
the ~epartment of Education and distributed in October, 

18. A status report on the 
prepared by Alice Wisner of 
d~strib~ted in October, 1988. 

kindergarten/prekindergarten survey 
the Legislative Fiscal Bureau and 

:9. A position statement and proposal prepared by the :owa Chi:~ 
Care A::iance and distributed :n October, ~988. 

20. A description of the Sioux C:ty Co~~unity Schoo:s A:: Jay 
Kinderqar:en ?roJect distr:buted .n October, :988. 

21. A description of the Greene Community School DlStrict's a::
day kindergar~en and all-day prekindergarten programs distributed 
in October, 1988. 

:2. ' '"'esc-;o"'~" -E '''e I"A' I"--- .. ~;.'i Sc ... ~o· ""s···c-'- ,,-,,-.. :"\'~ ............ "".. .., ..... '- .... .... ....,.\I,~,I............ ,.,-, _ ...J. '- .... _ :;, !"' ..... 

~~nde:garten program distr.outed in October, :988. 

23. A descr~ption of Ankeny's schooi-commun:cy ":atcr.,<ey 
program" partnership distrlbuted in October, :988. 
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2~. " :~s:~ng of :ecorrJr.e~ca~~or.s tlrepa:ed oy :t".e :owa '!eac 5:a:: 
~~rect~:'5 Associa:~o~ dis:=ib~ted in Oc~cber, :988. 

25. A ~cpy ~~ ':he Depart~ent ~f H~man 5erv~ces Chi:~ Jay :a:@ 
:en~ers a~d ?resc~oo:s Llcensing Standa:ds and ?:cced~=e5 ~a~~a:. 

26. '" coov o~ ~he ~eQislative Fiscal Bureau s~r~ey ~~s:=~~e~: 
9:e~lnde:gar:en ind <:ndergar:en programs ~n :he 5:a:e. 

27. A repor~ cn proposals submitted =cr child deve~cpmer.: grants 
prepared by Carc: Alexander Phillips of the Child Oevelcpmen: 
Coordinating Council and the oepartment of Education. 

28. Proposed Co~~ittee reco~~endations prepared by the Cc
Chairpersons. 

29. A packet of reading materials on state programs ~or bir:r. 
through :hree initiatives. 

30. Recommendations for early learning programs prepared by 0r. 
Judy Finkelstein, Acting Director of the Regents' Center for Ear:y 
Developmental Education. 

31. Policy recommendations approved by 
Welfare Reform Committee Subcommittee 
Education of At-Risk Youth chaired 
distributed December. 1988. 

the 
on 

by 

Iowa Business Cou~ci: 
the Develoomen: and 
Senator Bruner and 

32. Recommendations for legislative response prepared by ~he 
Iowa Youth 2000 Task force distributed Decemoer. 1988. 

33. The report of the Iowa Task force on Autism dated Octobe~. 
:988 entitled: "Iowans With Autism: Responding to the Need". 

34. A copy of a memo to Dr. Finkelstein regarding the Rege~ts' 
Center for Early Childhood Development Education's Reco~~e~dations 
prepared by Dlanne Draper, aead of Iowa State University'S Child 
Jevelopment Department. 

35. A draft report from the Legislative Fiscal 3urea~'s 
<indergarten/prekindergarten survey. 

:~ncl~s~~ns and ~eco~mendatior.s 

:'he Early Chlldhood Education Study Committee during its mee:~ng 
cf December 15. 1988. approved the following recommendations to :~e 
~egislative Co~ncll: 

-:'NO decades 
typical:y had 
either serving 
supplement to 
parent families 
sufficie~t. and 

ago. a famlly ~ith pr:~ary school-age =nl_cre~ 
one parent ~orKing outside ~ne home and one pare~: 
as a full-time homemaker or worKing only as a 

her homemaking responsibilities. Today. many :~c
~equire twO full-time jobs to be economica:~y se::
single-parent :ami:ies are much more common. 
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7hese cha~ges place ~ew .espons~oi~~~les ~pon scnoo:s a~d C~~:~ 
care providers t~ Eoc~s apon child developmen~ rather ~~a~ a 
~arr'Jw~:1 academic :::.:'e and t':> exerc~se ~~:n:r.t;:-:: '::t :'eace::s:i:'? .. :"': 
~:cmc::~o ~a:e~: :eac~e: :e:at;o~$~:ps :~ ed~ca::~g c~::d:e~. ~~c~ 
;cre ~s~<;cw~ :~day :~a~ was ~~cwn :~o decades ago aboJ: ~CW y~~~S 
ch~ldren ~earn, a~d :his ~~owlecige must be re~:ec:ed ~n ea::j 
ele~e~:ar'l c~r:~c~:a and ~eac~er education. To ac~ieve :~ese ~~ds 
and ~~pr~ve :ne educa:ional and developmen:al oppor:un::~es ~~ 
:owa's yo~ng ch::d.en. ~~c:~ding chi:dren with deve:op~e~:a: 
disaoi:Hies or other 5pec~al ~eeds. the St'.ldy Committee recom!T',e~=s 
the following: 

:. Adopt as a long-term 
districts establish an all-day, 
available before-school and 
interested families provide 
certified teachers. 

public policy goal, that all sc~eo: 
everyday kindergarten program, ~a~e 
after-schoel child care, and :0 

a prekindergarten program s~afEed by 

2. Al:ow school districts in lieu of all-day. everyday 
kindergarten, to instead provide either or both of the following: 

a. A prekindergarten developmental program. 

b. A before-school and after-school program for K-3 sc~cc: 
Children. 

The programs must meet applicable program standards established 
by the Department of Human Services for child care centers and 
~tilize existing funding streams to the extent possible to provide 
subsidies to low-income families at least as generous as those 
provided by DHS child care programs. 

3. Establish standards for maximum class sizes and maximum 
student/teacher and teacher-aide ratios for the first rour years of 
elementary education (K-3). 

4. Obtain input at the local level regarding early chi~dhood 
education and child care needs. Require local school districts :0 
assemble a committee to review the need for preki~dergarten chi~d 
care, oefore-school chlld care, after-school Child care, and Care 
during school holidays and vacations. ~he co~~i~tee 
responsibilities would include making recommendations regarding the 
establ.s~me~t of child care prcgrams and curricula :0 t~e :cca~ 
school coaro ~lth a requirement that the report be fi:ed w~th tne 
State Board of Education. A committee would include 
representatives of local business, service organizations, 
educators, parents, private child care providers, AEAs, schoo: 
boards. comm~ni:y educat~cn advisory boards, and persons 
~~owledgeaole about deve:Q?menta~:y appropriate :earning. 

5. Oirect the Department of Education, in cooperation with t~e 
Child ~evelopment Coordinating Council, the Cepartment of H~ma~ 
Services, :he State Board of Regents' Center ~or Ear~'l 
Developmental Education, and AEAs, to: 



::ar::-' C::::'::::;ccd :='..:ca~::::"'. Study :~:r.:r.i::ee 
;~~a: ?epc:: - :a~~ary ~989 
?3~e :.: 

a. Je~e:'op ~cdel ~aterials :0 assist schoo: districts ~~ 
~as~~~ni~g be~ore-sc~ool and af:er-school programs for eleme~tary 
5=~CO~ ~~::d:en. 

b. Jeve:=p ~ccie: mate::als to assist schoel dis:ric:s o~!e~~~g 
~a:~-day ~i~dergar:en :0 provide ch:ld care serv~ces ~h:c~ 
:=~?:e~e~~ :he hal~-day ~l~derqar:en program. 

c. Jevel~p ~odel ~aterials 
deve:op appropriate curricula Eor 
oefore-school and after-schoo: 
progra~s. 

to assis: school distr~cts:o 
all-day kindergarten proqra~s a~d 
child care to comp:eme~t :~e 

d. Provide technical assistance to communities for progra~~i~g 
w.:h existing co~~unity child care providers. Sufficien:ly inte~se 
services to positively impact the education and development of at
risk children and their :amllies should be provided. 

e. Jeve:op curricular and instructional materials for pre-K-3 
instnlctors, employing developmentally appropriate practices and 
incorporating parental involvement. 

~ Develop a statewide network which utilizes existing prcg:a~ 
models to provide the technical support necessary to assist schoo: 
districts in implementing these recommendations. I~pleme~ting new 
programming will require new skills for many teaching and 
ad~inist:ative staff members and new operating procedures f~r 
worklng with community agencies. Districts will need consister.t 
and coordinated support in staff development, program development, 
ar.d program implementation. Some increased coordination will be 
needed with staff at the state level, but it would be ~ost 
e::ec~:ve to place support staff for these programs a~ ~he AEA 
level. 

g. Disseminate alternative teaChing approaches including 
collaborative teaching, cooperative teChniques, and alternatlve 
dispute resolution training with emphasis on practices applLcab~e 
to pre-K-3. 

h. Develop new early ch1ldhood 
c:~teria for teachers, prinCipals, 
prOviders, and admin1strators. 

development cerc::iCatlcn 
professional cr.~ld care 

6 . 2ncorse the recommendation of the State Board 0: Regents' 
Cer.ter :cr Early Developmental Education to create a new 
certl:ication :or teaChers and administrators who work wi:~ 
children ages 0 through 8 (pre-K-3). 

7. Study :or pcss~ble applicability t~ Iowa, ~isscur~'s ?are~:5 
cs Teacnecs ?rcgram and ~innesota's Family-Centered Ear~y Ch~~dhccd 
?rcgra~. 



2a::'y C~.:..:'::~.ccc Sc'.,;.ca-::~:"'. St.~d? C~r.'.n":~::ee 
r:~a: ~epor: - :a~ua=y :389 
?age :: 

8. Suoocr~ ~~c:eased f~~ding ~or ~he q:an:s ad=i~:ste~ed ~y :~e 
C~::d Jeve:opment Cccrdinaci~g Counc::. 

9. Jirec~ :~e Jepar~~e~t ~f H~man Services t= ?~:c~ase :~_~j 
:::a:-e ::ased __ I ::1r::_ ... :':\e:l~ :.-att".er ':!'\ar. a~,:e('.dance, 5",:o:e.::: 
adeq~a:e ove:s:qh:. 

• 

EarlyE~nal,:193:c 
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