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PARIMUTUEL RACING STUDY COMMITTEE 

June, 1987 

The Parimutuel Racing Study Committee was established by the 
Legislative Council to conduct a study during the 1986 interim as 
to whether a property tax exemption should be allowed for 
parimutuel racing facilities and to review the issue of providing 
preferences for Iowa-bred dogs. 

Members serving on the Parimutuel Racing Study Committee were: 

Senator Joe J. Welsh, Co-chairperson 
Representative Emil S. Pavich, Co-chairperson 
Senator Jack W. Hester 
Senator Emil J. Husak 
Senator Berl E. Priebe 
Senator Daile L. Tieden 
Representative William H. Harbor 
Representative Thomas J. Jochum 
Representative Janet Metcalf 
Representative Dennis L. Renaud 

The Parimutuel Racing Study Committee was authorized two meetings 
and these meetings were held on November 7, 1986 and December 8, 1986. 
It was agreed that a third meeting would be requested but upon the 
convening of the Seventy-second General Assembly, 1987 Session, the 
Co-chairpersons agreed that the third meeting would not be requested or 
scheduled. 

At its first meeting, the Study Committee received testimony from 
representatives of the Iowa Greyhound Association, the State Racing 
CommisSion, the Iowa West Racing Association, the Dubuque Greyhound 
Park, and the contract kennel operators. Representatives of the Iowa 
Greyhound Association suggested that more needs to be done for local 
breeders. It is not right to allow track operators to require local 
breeders to contract their animals through contract kennels at the 
track. Local breeders receive less money and this means fewer dollars 
remain in the state. It was also noted that local breeders can train 
the dogs and outside the kennels, the dogs are less susceptible to 
diseases. The Iowa Greyhound Association recommended that legislation 
be passed to require a minimum return on winnings and assurance that 
Iowa-bred dogs will receive more winnings. 

The State Racing Commission representatives argued that the present 
system encourages better Iowa-bred dogs, allows Eor greater out-oE-state 
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@x?cs~re, and prcv~des ~or bet:er ~eg~lat~o~ aE :~e dcgs csed ~cr 
:-ac':ng. Test~mo~y was a:sc ~eceived ~rom :raCK ~pera~ors a~d ~e~~el 
cpera::crs. 

~he after~oo~ session was devoted ~c :he p[c?e~:y :ax ~ss~e. ~~e 
::ack operatcr3 a:;ued :hat the general assemb~l ~~te~ded :~a: :~e 
~ageri~g ~ax was in lieu of property taxes. Severa: ;roups appe3~ed .. 
::estify that :he ~=ack ~aci:~cies s~o~:d net be exemp~ ~ram ?(oper~y 
taxes. It was argued t~at ~he existe~ce of :nese faci:L~ies ~ade a 
~reater demand on local gover~menta: se=vices and ~eq~:red adC~tlo~al 
local governmental serv:ces. 

At its second meeting, the Parim~tuel Racing study Committee 
~eceived additional testirncny from the State Rac:ng Corr~iss~on a~d t~e 
I·;Y-lia Greyhour..c. Associat:'on. The Study Ccmrnittee also received tes::~mc~:.: 
::om the Division of Crimina: Investigation of t~e ~epar~ment 8: ?ub:ic 
Safety relating :0 the law enfo:cement respcnsib:lities ar:s:~g f:crr. :~e 
:egalization of parimutuel rac:ng in the stat@. 

The Study Ccmm:ttee 3g~eed that a~ add~~:Gnal T.eetl~~ be helc. 
aoweve:-, this rr:eeti:lg was :lot scheduled a::d ~he S::udy Commi:~ee made :--:0 

=ecommendatic~s co t~e ~egislative Ccunc:l or ~~e Se~len:y-secor.d Gene:al 
Assembly, 1987 Sesslcn. 
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