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1977 REPORT 

JO!~T ~ATURAL RESOURCES SUBCO~~!T,~~ 

ON THE COMPREHE~SIVE WATER ST~DY 

The Su~corr.mit~ee was authorized by the Legislative Council 
afte~ a request by the standing Co~mittees On Xat~ral Resc~rces of 
the House ~nd Sena:c meeting jOintly during the special session 
recocmende~ a study of the progress of t~e state water p:3n and o~ 

.ater policies 3~d problems i~ the state. The Subcom~it~eefs 

ffiembers~ip includes: 

Senator Berl Priebe, 
Co-ch~irperson 

Representativz .:ames Mid~leswart. 

Co-chairperson 
Senator Irwin Berg~an 

Senator Louis Culver 
Senato~ Lowell Jun~ir.s 

Senator Elizabeth ~iller 
Representative N~~ Chiodo 
Representative Roger Halvorson 
Representative Car,oll Per~ins 

Representative Andrew Varley 

The Subcommit~ee held its fi~st mee~ing on Xove~ber 7, 1977 
and received ~estimony from the Depart~ent of Enviro~me~ta: Quality 
(DEQ) and :he Io~a ~at"ral Resources Cour.ci~ (I~RC). ,he :estimony 
of and discussion ~itr. DEQ concer~ed i~s role i~ wa~er ?lan~1ng and 
compliance with wate~ quality standards. The te$ti~ony of and 
discussion witt! I~RC reviewe~ the effect of the passage o~ House 
File 277 and its i~?act upon INRC's backlog cf irrigat:on ?er~i~s, 
the present ca?ac~ty of I~RC :0 ?rocess ?ermits; the p0te~tia: 
?roblems ?osed b~ the groundwater ?olicies c~ ad~oini~g staces, ac~ 

the prosj)ects :or persons w~c ?urchasec ::-riga':ion permits .... 
antici?ation of :-ece~v~ng a per~it. 

At i:s secon~ meeticg with I~RC, the Subcorn=ittee cont':'~ued 

its discussicn o' :~e backlog 0: irrigation per~i~s ~nd discussed 
changes desired: y I:,RC :"n its flood plain regulatory author:ty. At 
:n3t ~ee:i~g the Subco~mi':tee recommended the following; 

i. T~e =N~C should be appropria:ed funds sufficient to tire 
s:x add~tional hearing officers fo~ a ?~~iod of one year 
fer the purpose of red~cing I~~C's b~c~lQg 0: pe~mit 

applications. 

2. ~egislatio~ should be drafted ~o authoriz8 legislative 
stud~es of wate~ policies a~d pro~le~s i~ conjuncc:or. ~:~h 
legislators of adjoining states. 

3. The I~RC 

erected 
should have the 
on a flood ~lain 

auth,lrity to abate s~ruc.tu.res 

without a perT-it. Such authority 
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would be limited to those structures which have been 
completed during the prece~ing year. 

4. The penalty for withdrawing water without a required permit 
from INRC should be increased through the use of a civil 
penalty in addition to the criminal penalty. 

5. The director of the INRC should have the authority to 
approve construction on a flood plain if the Council has an 
opportunity to review and call up the project for its 
decision and fails to do so. 
These proposals have been submitted for drafting. 

The Subcommittee intends to meet again at the call of the 
Co-chairpersons during the first week of the legislative 
session at which time it may consider the other legislative 
proposals of the INRC. Such proposals include establishing 
a charge for the consumptive use of water and eliminating 
some of the exemptions from registration. The subject of 
developing a priority of use for groundwater may also be 
considered. 


