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DIVISION I .
PILOT CHARTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
Section 1. NEW SECTION. 256F.1 FINDINGS AND INTENT.
The general assembly finds that the restrictions and

requirements of state laws and regulations often prevent
public schools and school districts from achieving effective
education reform. To determine whether allowing public
schools or school districts to operate under a charter can
help a school or district more effectively achieve the goal of
education reform, the general assembly finds that a pilot
program should be enacted allowing public schools and school
districts to specify their own duties, responsibilities, and
operations. To assist public schools and school districts in
meeting their student achievement and education reform goals,
the general assembly finds that two charter school models are
necessary, both -of which shall be publicly authorized and
publicly funded:

l. The state public charter school model.

2. The local public charter school model.

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 256F.2 PILOT PROGRAM --
DEFINITIONS.

1. Commencing with the school year beginning July 1, 2002,
the state board of education shall initiate a pilot program to
test the effectiveness of charter schools. The purpose of the
pilot charter school program is to encourage public schools
and school districts to determine creative ways to achieve the
educational outcomes that meet the needs of all children to be
successful. Under the program, the state board may approve as
pilot programs not more than five state public charter school
programs and not more than five local public charter school
programs, unless the state board receives fewer applications
than the maximum for either model, in which case, effective
July 1, 2004, the state board may approve the applications for
either model until it reaches a total of ten pilot programs.

A school district approved as a pilot program for a state 6
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public charter school shall be counted as one program under
this gsection. The state board shall approve only those
applications that meet the qualifications specified in section
256F.3 or 256F.22, as applicable, in accordance with this
chapter. To receive approval to establish a pilot charter
school, the board of directors of a school district shall
submit an application to the state board in accordance with
section 256F.3 or 256F.22, as applicable, in accordance with
this chapter. The state board shall adopt rules in accordance
with chapter 17A for the implementation of this chapter. When
considering applications, state board approval shall be based
on whether the applications meet the following criteria, in
order of priority:

a. Meets all of the qualifications specified in section
256F.3 or section 256F.22, as applicable.

b. Ensures geographical distribution of pilot programs
across the state.

¢. Ensures distribution to small, medium, and large school
districts.

d. That no other pilot charter school program of its type
exists within the same school district.

2. The approval by the state board of an application shall
not be conditioned upon the bargaining unit status of the
employees of the charter school.

3. A school board may, by majority wvote, submit the
question of whether to operate the school district as a state
public charter school to the eligible electors of the school
district at any regular school election or at a special
election called specifically for this purpose. The school
board shall submit an application to the state board for
approval of the state public charter school as a pilot program
only if a majority of the eligible electors voting in an
election called pursuant to this subsection vote in favor of
the question.

4. "Department" means the department of education, for

-2-
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purposes of this chapter.

5. "Pilot charter school”, for purposes of this division,
means a state public or local public charter school operated
as a pilot program, as indicated by the context.

6. "Pilot charter school district" means a school district
operating under a contract with the state board in accordance
with this chapter.

7. "State board” means the state board of education, for
purposes of this chapter.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 256F.3 GENERAL OPERATING
REQUIREMENTS.

1. Any pilot charter school that is approved to operate
shall operate under the provisions of its contract and shall

be subject to the following:

a. Shall meet all applicable federal, state, and local
health and safety requirements and laws prohibiting
discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, sex,
national origin, religion, ancestry, or disability. A charter
school shall be subject to any court-ordered desegregation
plan in effect for the school district at the time the
school's charter application is approved.

b. Shall operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligious public
school.

c. Shall be free of tuition and application fees to Iowa
resident students between the ages of five and twenty-one
years.

d. Shall be subject to and shall comply with chapters 216
and 216A relating to civil and human rights.

e. Shall be considered a school district for purposes of
tort liability under chapter 670.

£. Shall not be used as a method of providing education or
generating revenue for students receiving competent private
instruction pursuant to chapter 299A.

g. Shall receive state moneys or be eligible to receive
state moneys as provided in chapters 256D, 256E, 257, 285, and

-3-
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294A, as if it did not operate under a charter. A pilot
charter school district may levy taxes and issue bonds as
provided in chapters 73A, 75, 76, 257, 279, 296, and 298B, as
if it did not operate under a charter. The enrollment of the
pilot charter school shall be included in the actual
enrollment of the school district in which the pilot charter
school is located except as provided in paragraph "h".

h. Shall operate within the same geographic boundaries
that existed prior to its becoming a pilot charter school or
district. The enrollment of the pilot charter school or
district shall be calculated and submitted as provided in
chapter 257 as if it did not operate under a charter.

i. Shall provide special education services in accordance
with chapter 256B. However, the school district of residence
shall be responsible for the difference between the state
moneys received pursuant to the weighting plan under section
256B.9, and the pilot charter school's extraordinary costs of
instruction of children requiring special education.

j. Shall not discriminate in its student admissions
policies or practices on the basis of intellectual or athletic
ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a
person with a disability, or any other basis that would be
illegal if practiced by a school district. However, a pilot
charter school may limit admission to students who are within
a particular range of age or grade level or on any other basis
that would be legal if initiated by a school district.
Enrollment priority shall be given to the siblings of students
enrolled in a pilot charter school.

2. A pilot charter school shall enroll an eligible student
who submits a timely application, unless the number of
applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade
level, or building. 1In this case, students must be accepted
by lot. A pilot charter schocol shall be subject to section
282.18 as if it did not operate under a charter, except as
provided in this chapter.
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3. A pilot charter school is a public school and is part
of the state's system of public education. Except as provided
in this chapter, a pilot charter school is exempt from all
statutes and rules applicable to a school, a school board, or
a district, although it may elect to comply with one or more
provisions of statute or administrative rule.

4. The state board and a pilot charter school may freely
negotiate which state statutes and administrative rules apply
to the pilot charter school.

5. A bargaining unit formed by employees of a pilot
charter school shall be separate from a school district
bargaining unit, unless the entire school district is approved
as a pilot charter school.

6. A pilot charter school shall provide instruction for at
least the number of days required by section 279.10,
subsection 1, unless the school provides instruction
throughout the year according to section 256.20 or section
279.10, subsection 3.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 256F.4 CONTRACT.

1. An approved pilot charter school application shall
constitute an agreement, the terms of which shall be the terms
of a four-year renewable contract between the pilot charter
school or pilot charter school district and the state board
under division II, and between the pilot charter school and
the local school district under division 11I. The contract
shall reflect all agreements regarding the operation of the
pilot charter school. The terms of the contract may be
revised at any time, with the approval of the state board and
the pilot charter school under division II, or with the
approval of the pilot charter school and the school district
under division III, whether or not the stated provisions of
the contract are being fulfilled.

2. The state board of education shall provide by rule for
the ongoing review of a pilot charter school's compliance with
a contract entered into in accordance with this chapter. The
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department shall visit a pilot charter school district at
least once annually to determine the status and progress
toward the goals of its contract.

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 256F.5 INSTRUCTIONAL AND
NONINSTRUCTIONAL STAFF,

1., Employees of a pilot charter school may, if otherwise
eligible, organize under chapter 20 and comply with its
provisions as if it did not operate under a charter.

2. Practitioners employed by pilot charter schools shall
be licensed in accordance with chapter 272 except as follows:

a. Up to fifteen percent of the teachers employed by pilot
charter schools shall not be required to be licensed under
chapter 272.

b. A person may be employed as an administrator if the

person is pursuing a course of study leading to the completion
of all requirements for licensure as an administrator.

3. Practitioners employed in a pilot charter school shall
be public school employees for purposes of chapter 97B.

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 256F.6 PROCEDURES AFTER REVOCATION
== STUDENT ENROLLMENT.

1. If the contract for a pilot charter school district is
revoked under section 256F.13, the state board shall merge the
territory of the school district with one or more contiguous
school districts at the end of the school year. Division of
assets and liabilities of the school district shall be as
provided in sections 275.29 through 275.31. Until the merger
is completed, and subject to a decision by the state board of
education, the pilot charter school district shall pay tuition
for its resident students to an accredited school district
under section 282.24. However, in lieu of merger and payment
of tuition by a pilot charter school district, the state board
may place the district under receivership for the remainder of
the school year or until the district meets the accreditation
requirements of section 256.11 or the terms of the contract
entered into pursuant to section 256F.4. The receivership

e
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shall be under the direct supervision and authority of the .
director of the department of education. The decision of
whether to merge the school district and require payment of
tuition for the district's students or to place the district
under receivership shall be based upon a determination by the
state board of the best interests of the students, parents,
residents of the community, teachers, administrators, and
board members of the district and the recommendations of the
director of the department of education. If the state board
revokes a contract, the revocation shall take effect on the
date established by the resolution of the state board, which
shall be no later than the end of the school year in which the
contract is revoked.

2. If a pilot charter school contract is revoked in
accordance with this chapter, a student who attended the
school, siblings of the student, or another student who
resides in the same place as the student may enroll in the

resident district or may submit an application to a
nonresident district according to section 282.18 at any time.
Applications and notices required by section 282.18 shall be
processed and provided in a prompt manner. The application
and notice deadlines in section 282,18 do not apply under
these circumstances.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION., 256F.7 REPORTS.

1. Notwithstanding section 256F.3, subsection 3, not later
than December 1, 2003, and annually thereafter, the state
board shall submit a comprehensive report, with findings and
recommendations, to the senate and house standing committees
on education. The report shall evaluate pilot charter school
programs generally, including but not limited to, an
evaluation of whether the pilot programs are fulfilling the
purposes set forth in section 256F.11, subsection 1, and if
applicable, section 256F.22. The report also shall contain.,
for each pilot charter school, a copy of the pilot charter .

school's mission statement, attendance statistics and dropout
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rate, aggregate assessment test scores, projections of
financial stability, and number of and comments on supervisory
visits by the department of education.

2. Notwithstanding section 256F.3, subsection 3, a pilot
charter school shall meet the reporting requirements of
gsection 256.7, subsection 21, paragraph "c¢". The department
shall disseminate the information submitted by a pilot charter
school in accordance with this section to all school
districts.

DIVISION II
THE STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL MODEL

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 256F.11 APPLICATION -- DEFINITION.

l. An application for the approval of a pilot charter
school shall include, but shall not be limited to, a
description of the following:

a. The method for admission to a pilot charter school or
schools within a pilot charter school district.

b. The mission, purpose, innovation, and specialized focus
of the proposed pilot charter school or schools within a pilot

charter school district.

c. An explicit statement of the performance goals and
objectives, by which the school's student achievement shall be
judged, proposed by the school board or school district
attendance center submitting the application to the school
board, the measures to be used to assess progress, the
attendance center or the school district's current baseline
status with respect to the goals, and the time frame for
accomplishing the goals.

d. Procedures for teacher evaluation and professional
development for teachers and administrators.

e. The school or district governance and bylaws.

f. The financial plan for the operation of the school or
district.

g. The educational program, instructional methodology, and
services to be offered to students.
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h. The number and qualifications of teachers and
administrators to be employed.

i. The organization of the school or schools within the
pilot charter school district in terms of ages of students or
grades to be taught along with an estimate of the total
enrollment of the school or schools within the pilot school
district.

j. The provision of school facilities and public
transportation.

k. A statement of equal educational opportunity which
shall state that the pilot charter school or district shall be
open to all students on a space-available basis, and shall not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
creed, sex, ethnicity, sexual orientation, mental or physical
disability, age, ancestry, athletic performance, special need,
or proficiency in the English language, or academic
achievement.

1. Assurance of the assumption of liability by the pilot
charter school or district.

m. The types and amounts of insurance coverage to be
obtained by the pilot charter school or district.

n. A plan of operation to be implemented if the state
public charter school revokes or falls to renew its contract.

2, 1f an attendance center located within a district
submits an application to a school district, the board of
directors of the school district shall notify the applicant of
its decision to deny or approve the application within ninety
days of receiving the application. If the board denies the
application, or fails to notify the person of its decision in
a timely manner, the applicant may apply to the state board.
If the state board approves the application, the state board
shall notify the board of directors of the school district in
which the attendance center is located, and the school board
shall become the authorizing body for the pilot charter
school, shall issue a contract with the pilot charter school,

-0—
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and shall otherwise comply with the provisions of the chapter.
The decision of the state board is final and is not subject to
review by a court or any other state agency.

3. A school district seeking approval for a pilot charter
school shall alsc submit with the application evidence of
broad-based support among parénts, teachers, and pupils within
the school district for the formation of a pilot charter
school by way of a petition, public opinion survey, or other
similar, reliable indicator of public opinion.

4. PFor purposes of this division, "pilot charter school"
means a state public charter school operated as a pilot
program, unless the context indicates otherwise. "Attendance
center", means a public school building that houses
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elementary, middle, or secondary school students. An
attendance center shall not enter into a charter school
contract with a school district under this division unless the
attendance center is located within the school district.

Sec. 9. NEW_§§CTION. 256F.12 ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS
REGARDING STATE PUBLIC PILOT CHARTER SCHOOLS.

1. A school district receiving approval to become a pilot
charter school district or to establish a pilot charter school
under division I and this division shall do the following:

a. Contract for an annual financial audit by a certified
public accountant in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles. The audit shall examine the validity
and integrity of data reported to the state for state school
foundation aid purposes and internal controls of the charter
school or district. Notwithstanding any provision to the
contrary, a pilot charter school or district may, but shall
not be required to, conform to uniform state financial
accounting and reporting standards and processes, laws, and
regulations governing school districts.

b. Operate within the geographical boundaries of the
gchool district approved to establish the pilot charter
35 school.
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c. Be accountable to the state board for purposes of .
ensuring compliance with the charter provisions.

2. A pilot charter school or a pilot charter school
district shall be liable for timely payment on its bonded
indebtedness and subject to the same bonded indebtedness
limitations as if it did not operate under a charter.

3. A pilot charter school and a pilot charter school
district shall be accountable to the gstate board for purposes
of ensuring compliance with the charter provisions.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 256F.13 REVOCATION OF CONTRACT.

l. A contract for the establishment of a state public
pilot charter school or district issued under this division
may be revoked either by the state board in the case of a
school or district, or, in the case of a school only, the
school board that established the pilot charter school if the
appropriate board determines that one or more of the following

occurred:
a. Failure of the pilot charter school or district to
abide by and meet the educational goals set forth in the

contract,

b. Failure of the pilot charter school or district to
comply with all applicable law.

c. Failure of the pilot charter school or district to meet
generally accepted public sector accounting principles.

d. The existence of one or more other grounds for
revocation as specified in the contract.

2, If the state board decides to consider a proposal to
revoke a contract in accordance with this section, the state
board shall notify the schoocl district of the proposed action
at least sixty days prior to revoking a contract. If the
school district decides to consider a proposal to revoke a
contract, it shall notify the state board of the proposed
action at least sixty days prior to revoking the contract.
The notice shall state the grounds for the proposed action in
writing and in reasonable detail. If the state board is
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initiating the action, the school district may request in
writing an informal hearing before the state board within
fourteen days of receiving notice of revocation of the
contract. Upon receiving a timely written request for a
hearing, the state board shall give reasonable notice to the
school board of the hearing date. The state board shall
conduct an informal hearing before taking final action. The
school board shall take final action to revoke or approve
continuation of a contract by the last day of classes in the
school year. If the final action to revoke a contract under
this section occurs prior to the last day of classes in the
school year, a pilot charter school student may enroll in the
resident district or another district as provided in section
256F.6, subsection 2.

3. The decision of the state board or the school board to
revoke a contract under this section is solely within the
discretion of the state board or the schoeol board, is final,
and is not subject to review by a court or any other state
agency. A board revoking a contract under this section is not
liable for that action to the pilot charter school, a student
enrolled in the pilot charter school or the student's parent
or guardian, or any other person.

DIVISION III
THE LOCAIL. PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL MODEL

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 256F.21 LOCAL PUBLIC PILOT CHARTER
SCHOOL -- AUTHORIZING AGENT.

1., The board of directors of a school district may become
the authorizing agent for a pilot charter school if the board
submits a copy of the contract established between the board
and the proposed local operators of the proposed pilot charter
schoel to the state board. However, the local operators shall
have final authority over the content contained in the
application. The state board shall approve or deny the
establishment of a pilot charter school in accordance with
this division only on the basis of whether the proposed pilot

-12-
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charter school contract and location meets the requirements .
set forth section 256F.2, subsection 1.
2. "Authorizing agent" means the board of directors of a
school district.
3. "Pilot charter school", for purposes of this division,
means a local public charter school operated as a pilot
program, except as provided in section 256F.22, subsection 2,
and unless the context indicates otherwise.
Sec. 12. NEW SECTION., 256F.22 CONTRACT TO ORGANIZE.
1. To obtain a contract to organize and operate a pilot

charter school in accordance with this division, a person may
apply to an authorizing agent. The application shall include
all of the information described in section 256F.11,
subsection 1, and all of the following information:

a. Identification of the applicant for the contract.

b. Subject to the resolution adopted by the authorizing
body under section 256F.24, subsection 2, a list of the
proposed members of the board of directors of the pilot
charter school and a description of the qualifications and
method for appointment or election of members of the pilot
charter school board of directors.

c¢. The proposed articles of incorporation, which shall
include at least all of the following:

(1) The name of the proposed pilot charter school.

(2) The mission, purpose, and specialized focus of the
proposed pilot charter school. This language shall provide
that the pilot charter school is incorporated pursuant to this
section and that the pilot charter school is a governmental
entity.

(3) The name of the authorizing bedy.

(4) The proposed time when the articles of incorporation
will be effective.

(5) Other matters considered expedient to be in the

articles of incorporation.
(6) The composition of the pilot charter school board. .

-13-
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d. Documentation meeting the application requirements of
the authorizing beody, including at least all of the following:

(1) A copy of curricula to be offered by the pilot charter
school. To the extent applicable, the progress of the
students in the pilot charter school shall be reflected in the
report filed with the state board in accordance with section
256F.7.

(2) A description of how the applicant will provide to the
general public adequate notice that a pilot charter school is
being created and adequate information on the admission
policy, criteria, and process.

e. Descriptions of staff responsibilities.

f. 1Identification of where the pilot charter school will
be located, which shall be within the boundaries of the school
district acting as the authorizing body, including a
description of and the address for the proposed physical plant
in which the pilot charter school will be located. A pilot
charter school may be located in all or part of an existing
public school building. A pilot charter school shall not
operate at a site other than the single site requested for the
configuration of grades that will use the site, as specified
in its application.

g. An agreement that the pilot charter school will comply
with the provisions of this division and, subject to the
provisions of this chapter, with all other state and federal
law applicable to school districts.

2. Within ninety days of receiving an application made in
accordance with subsection 1, the board of directors of the
school district shall notify the applicant of its decigion to
deny or approve the application. If the board denies the
application, or fails to notify the person of its decision in
a timely manner, the applicant may apply to the state board.
If the state board approves the application, the state board
shall notify the board of directors of the school district in
which the pilot charter school is located, and the school

-14-
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board shall become the authorizing body for the pilot charter
school, shall issue a contract with the pilot charter school,
and shall otherwise comply with the provisions of the charter.
The decision of the state board is final and is not subject to
review by a court or any other state agency.

3. The authorizing body shall oversee the pilot charter
school operating under a contract issued by the authorizing
body. The oversight shall be sufficient to ensure that the
authorizing body can certify that the pilot charter school is
in compliance with applicable statute, administrative rules,
and the terms of the contract. However, control of
instruction at a pilot charter school shall be vested in the
board of directors of the pilot charter school under the
general supervision of that board.

4, 1If the state board finds that an authorizing body is
not engaging in appropriate continuing oversight of a pilot
charter school operating under a contract with the authorizing
body, the state board may suspend the power of the authorizing
body to issue new contracts to organize and operate pilot
charter schools. A contract issued by the authorizing body
during the suspension is void. A contract issued by the
authorizing body before the suspension is not affected by the
suspension.

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 256F.23 ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS
REGARDING LOCAL PUBLIC PILOT CHARTER SCHOOLS.

1. A pilot charter school established under this division
shall do the following:

a. Operate within the geographical boundaries of the
school district approved to establish the plilot charter
school.

b. Be accountable to the local school board for purposes
of ensuring compliance with the charter provisions.

2. An authorizing body is not required to issue a contract
to any person. Plilot charter school contracts shall be issued
on a competitive basis taking into consideration the resources

-15-
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available for the proposed pilot charter school, the
population to be served by the proposed pilot charter school,
and the educational goals to be achieved by the proposed pilot
charter school.

3. A pilot charter school is subject to the same financial
audits, audit procedures, and audit requirements as a school
district. The audit shall be consistent with the requirements
of sections 11.6, 11.14, 11.19, 256.9, subsection 19, and
section 279.29, except to the extent deviations are necessary
because of the program at the school. The auditor of state
may conduct financial, program, or compliance audits.

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 256F.24 BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

l. A pilot charter school shall be organized and
administered under the direction of a board of directors.

2. The authorizing body shall adopt a resclution
establishing the method of board selection, length of term,
and number of members of the board of directors of each pilot
charter school. The person who applies to the authorizing
body under section 256F.22, subsection 1, shall hold an
election for members of the pilot charter school's board of
directors in a timely manner after the school is operating.
Staff members employed by the pilot charter school, including
teachers providing instruction under a contract with a
teaching cooperative and all parents or guardians of children
enrolled in the school, shall be given the opportunity to
participate in the election. A provisional board may operate
before the election of the school's board of directors.
Meetings of the board of directors of a pilot charter school
are subject to the provisions of chapter 21.

3. The board of directors for the pilot charter school
shall adopt bylaws and shall organize the pilot charter school
as a nonprofit association, nonprofit corporation, or business
corporation.

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 256F.25 REVOCATION OF CONTRACT.

1. A contract issued under this division may be revoked by
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the authorizing body if it determines that one or more of the
following occurred:

a. Failure of the pilot charter school to abide by and
meet the educational goals set forth in the contract.

b. Failure of the pilot charter school to comply with all
applicable law.

c. Failure of the pilot charter school to meet generally
accepted public sector accounting principles.

d. The existence of one or more other grounds for
revocation as specified in the contract.

2, If the authorizing body determines to revoke a contract
in accordance with this division, the authorizing body shall
notify the pilot charter school of the proposed action at
least sixty days prior to revoking a contract. The notice
shall state the grounds for the proposed action in writing and
in reasonable detail. The pilot charter school may request in
writing an informal hearing before the authorizing body within
fourteen days of receiving notice of revocation of the
contract. Upon receiving a timely written request for a
hearing, the authorizing body shall give reasonable notice to
the pilot charter school of the hearing date. The authorizing
body shall conduct an informal hearing before taking final
action. The authorizing body shall take final action to
revoke or approve continuation of a contract by the last day
of classes in the school year. If the final action to revoke
a contract under this section occurs prior to the last day of
classes in the school year, a student attending the school may
enrcll in the resident district or another district as
provided in section 256F.6, subsection 2.

3. The decision of the authorizing body to revoke a
contract under this section is subject to appeal under section
290.1. An authorizing body revoking a contract under this
gsection is not liable for that action to the pilot charter
school, a student enrolled in the pilot charter school or the
student's parent or guardian, or any other person. .

-17-
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Sec. 16, NEW SECTION. 256F.26 IMMOUNITY.

The state board, members of the state board, the
authorizing body, members of the board of the authorizing body
in their official capacity, and employees of an authorizing
body are immune from civil or criminal liability for all
reasonable actions taken in the performance of their duties
related to a charter school they approve or oversee. The
board of directors of the pilot charter school shall obtain at
least the amount of and types of insurance required by the
contract, pursuant to section 256F.11, subsection 1, paragraph
"m”.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 256F.27 EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION.

A pilot charter school is exempt from all state taxation on
its earnings and property. Instruments of conveyance to or
from a pilot charter school are exempt from all state
taxation. A pilot charter school shall not levy taxes for any
purpose. However, the coperation of a pilot charter school and
oversight of a pilot charter school by a school district shall
not affect the ability of the school district to levy taxes in
accordance with any applicable statute.

Sec. 18, NEW SECTION. 256F.28 OTHBER AID -- INTERESTS IN
PROPERTY.

A pilot charter school may acquire by purchase, gift,
devise, lease, sublease, installment purchase agreement, land
contract, option, or by any other means, hold and own in its
own name buildings and other property for school purposes and
other interests, including, but not limited to, interests in
property subject to mortgages, security interests, or other
liens, necessary or convenient to fulfill its purposes. For
the purposes of condemnation, a pilot charter school may
proceed under chapter 6B or any other applicable statutes, but
only with the express, written permission of the authorizing
body in each instance of condemnation and only after just
compensation has been determined and paid.

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 256F.29 LEASED SPACE.

-18-




O N W N -

W W W W W W N N NN NN NN NN R e e e e e
N o o MO W DS Wn W NN O W0y s W N~ O

A pilot charter school may lease space from a board
eligible to be an authorizing body or other public or private
nonprofit, nonsectarian organization. If a pilot charter
school is unable to lease appropriate space from an eligible
board or other public or private nonprofit, nonsectarian
organization, the school may lease space from another
nonsectarian organization if the department of education, in
consultation with the department of general services, approves
the lease. If the school is unable to lease appropriate space
from public or private nonsectarian organizations, the school
may lease gspace from a sectarian organization if the leased
space is constructed as a school facility and the department
of education, in consultation with the department of general
services, approves the lease.

Sec. 20, NEW SECTION. 256F.30 AUTHORITY TO RAISE INITIAL
WORKING CAPITAL.

The authorizing body may authorize a pilot charter school .
before the applicant has secured its space, equipment,
facilities, and personnel, if the applicant indicates the
authority is necessary for it to raise working capital. An
authorizing body shall not authorize a school before the state
board has approved the application.

Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 256F.31 TRANSPORTATION.

A pilot charter school shall provide transportation
services to students enrolled in the pilot charter school, as
if it was a school district, in accordance with section 285.1.

The state shall pay transportation aid to the pilot charter
school under chapter 285 as if it was a school district.

Sec. 22, NEW SECTION. 256D.32 DISSEMINATE INFORMATION.

The authorizing body, the pilot charter school, and the
department shall disseminate information to the public on how
to form and operate a charter school and how to utilize the
offerings of a charter school. Particular groups to be
targeted include low-income families and communities and .

minority students,
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Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 256D.33 LEAVE TO TEACH IN A
CHARTER SCHOOL.

Each school district shall be required to grant a leave of
absence to any teacher in the school district requesting such
leave in order to teach in a pilot charter school. A teacher
may request a leave of absence for up to two years. While on
leave, the teacher shall retain the teacher's seniority. At
the end of the second year, the teacher may either return to
the teacher's former teaching position in the school district
or, if the teacher chooses, may continue teaching at the pilot
charter school and resign from the school district position.

Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 256D.34 STATE SCHOOL FOUNDATION
AID POR A CHARTER SCHOOQOL.

1. Revenue from taxes levied by a school district or bonds
issued by a school district shall be used to support the
operation or facilities of a pilot charter school overseen by
a school district, but locally operated, in the same manner as
that revenue may be used by the school district to support its
operations and facilities. This section shall not be
construed to authorize a school district to levy taxes or to
issue bonds for any purpose that is not otherwise authorized
under this chapter.

2. The authorizing body for a pilot charter school is the
fiscal agent for the pilot charter school. A state school aid
payment for a pilot charter school shall be paid in accordance
with section 257.16 to the fiscal agent, which shall then
forward the payment to the pilot charter school.

Sec. 25. EMERGENCY RULES. The state board of education
may adopt emergency rules under section 17A.4, subsection 2,
and section 17A.5, subsection 2, paragraph "b", to implement
this Act and the rules shall be effective immediately upon
filing unless a later date is specified in the rules. Any
rules adopted in accordance with this section shall alsc be
published as a notice of intended action as provided in
section 17A.4.
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EXPLANATION

This bill directs the state board of education to initiate
a pllot program to test the effectiveness of charter schools.
The bill sets up provisions by which charter schools may be
established and sets forth the purposes for which the schools
shall be established.

SPONSORSHIP: A governmental body is seeking to sponsor or
receiving authorization to sponsor a charter school.

OPERATION OF CHARTER SCHOOL: The school shall be organized
and operated as a nonprofit association, nonprofit
corporation, partnership, limited partnership, business
corporation, or as any other group of individuals however
organized under state law. Before a sponsor may organize and
operate a school, the sponsor must file an affidavit with the
state board stating its intent to organize a charter school
and receive state board approval.

CONVERSION OF EXISTING SCHOOLS: The board of directors of
a school district may convert one of its existing schools to a
charter school if 60 percent of the teachers at the school
sign a petition seeking conversion.

CONTRACT: The sponsor's authorization for a charter school
shall be in the form of a written contract signed by the
sponsor and the board of directors of the charter school. The
bill sets forth the items a contract must contain.

PUBLIC SCHOOL STATUS: A charter school is a public school
and is part of the state's system of public education but,
except as provided in the bill, is exempt from all statutes
and rules applicable to a school or a school district,
although it may elect to comply with one or more provisions of
statutes or rules. A charter school shall meet and abide by
all applicable state and local health and safety requirements,
length of school year Code provisions, civil and human rights
laws, and laws relating to suspension and expulsion of a
student, and is subject to an annual financial audit. A
charter school must be nonsectarian in its programs, admission

-21-
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policies, employment practices, and all other operations.

TUITION-FREE: A charter school shall not charge tuition.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS: A charter school may limit
admission to students within an age group or grade level, and
to individuals eligible to participate in an alternative
options education program for dropouts or potential dropouts.

INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF: A charter school shall employ or
contract with necesgsgary teachers who hold a valid license
issued by the board of educational examiners, though the
administrator of the school need not be licensed by the board.
The school may employ necessary employees who are not required
to hold teaching licenses to perform duties other than
teaching and may contract for other services. The school may
discipline and discharge teachers and nonlicensed employees in
accordance with its own procedures.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS: The education of
students requiring special education shall be the financial
respongsibility of the school district of residence. However,
a charter school must accept students requiring special
education.

REPORTS: A charter school must report at least annually to
its sponsor and the state board of education and the reports
are public records.

TRANSPORTATION: By- July 1 of each year, a charter school
shall notify the district in which the school is located and
the department if it will provide transportation for students
enrclled at the school for the fiscal year. The state shall
pay transportation aid to the charter school as if it were a
regular public school, and shall reimburse charter school
parents and school districts for trangsportation costs in the
same manner as parents and school districts are reimbursed for
transportation costs. However, a parent may be reimbursed by
the charter school for costs of transportation from the
student's residence to the border of the district in which the
charter school is located if the student is from a family

-22-




W O YN W N

W W W W WwWwNRNRNRNNRNRNRNRDRNEEKRRH/ /R [B [ ;8§
DO W WO WO AW & WNHOWO®-NOOWU & WN H O

whose income is at or below the poverty level.

LEASED SPACE: A charter school may lease space from a
school district or public or private nonprofit, nonsectarian
organization. If the school is unable to lease appropriate
space from public or private nonsectarian organizations, the
school may lease space from a sectarian organization if the
leased space is constructed as a school facility and the
department, in consultation with the department of management,
approves the lease.

INITIAL COSTS: A sponsor may authorize a charter school
before it has secured its space, equipment, facilities, and
personnel to raise working capital if necessary.

LEAVE TO TEACH IN A CHARTER SCHOOL: If a teacher employed
by a school district makes a written request for an extended
leave of absence to teach at a charter school, the school
district shall grant the leave for not more than five years.

IOWA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM: Teachers in a
charter school shall be public school teachers for the
purposes of retirement system benefits under Code chapter 97B.
During a leave, the teacher shall retain the teacher's
seniority position and continue to receive benefits received
as an employee of the district, and may continue to aggregate
benefits and credits in the Iowa public employees' retirement
system. The Jowa public employees' retirement system may
impose reascnable requirements to efficiently administer this
provision.

CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL OR TERMINATION: The bill provides
the conditions under which a contract may not be renewed or
nay be terminated. The sponsor must provide adequate notice
stating the grounds for the proposed action in reasonable
detail. The charter school's board of directors may request
within 14 days of receiving notice of nonrenewal or
termination of the contract an informal hearing before the
sponsor. A contract may be terminated or denied renewal for
failure to meet the requirements for student performance

-23-
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contained in the contract, failure to meet generally accepted
standards of fiscal management, or for violations of law or
other good cause shown.

OPEN ENROLLMENT OPTION UNDER DISSOLUTION: If a charter
school is dissolved, a student who attended the school,
siblings of the student, or another student who resides in the
same place as the student may enroll in the resident district
or may submit an open enrollment application to a nonresident
district and the open enrollment application and notice
deadlines do not apply.

GENERAL AUTHORITY: The board of directors of a charter
school may sue and be sued but cannot levy taxes or issue
bonds.

STATE SCHOOL FOUNDATION AID: A charter school shall be
considered a school district for purposes of receiving state
school foundation aid, non-English speaking weighting,
technology, early intervention, and phase III moneys.

OTHER AID, GRANTS, AND REVENUE: A charter school is
eligible to receive other state or federal educational aid,
grants, and revenue, and gifts and grants from private sources
as though it were a school district. Federal aid received by
the state must be paid to a charter school, if it qualifies
for the aid, as though it were a school district.

USE OF STATE MONEYS TO PURCHASE LAND OR BUILDINGS: Money
received from the state shall not be used to purchase land or
buildings. The school may own land and buildings if obtained
through nonstate sources.

LSB 1838SC 79
-24- kh/cf/24




oy FILED M s ¢

. SENATE FILE 3#5

BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 1086)

2 ISt L(f Fos
Passed Sen tﬁ, De%:e 2/3’7/01 Passed House, D)ate Z-26~-02
Vote: Ayes 23 Nays /& Vote: Ayes &L  Nays S35
Approved ﬁ,{l/h;z R3 2002

o
-/
W A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the establishment of Iowa charter schools.
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

She £

TLSB 1838SV 79
kh/cf/24



O 0 ~ A U s W

W W W W W NN RN NN NN NN = =
BW N OO N Y e WO W 0NN e W o

35

S.F. 3‘/& H.F.

PILOT CHARTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
Section 1. NEW SECTION. 256F.1 PURPOSE.
The purpose of this chapter is to accomplish the following:

l. Improve student learning.

2. Increase learning opportunities for pupils.

3. Encourage the use of different and innovative methods
of teaching.

4. Require the measurement of learning outcomes and create
different and innovative forms of measuring outcomes.

5. Establish new forms of accountability for schools.

6. Create new professional opportunities for teachers and
other educators, including the opportunity to be responsible
for the learning program at the school site.

Sec. 2. HNEW SECTION. 256F.2 DEFINITIONS.

1. "Attendance center" means a public school building that

contains classrooms used for instructional purposes for
elementary, middle, or secondary school students. An
attendance center shall not enter into a charter school
contract with a school district under this division unless the
attendance center is located within the school district.

2. "Department" means the department of education, for
purposes of this chapter.

3. "Pilot charter school™ means a state public charter
school operated as a pilot program.

4. "School becard" means a board of directors regularly
elected by the registered voters of a school district.

S. "Sponsor" means a school board, area education agency,
accredited private postsecondary institution, community
college, or institution of higher learning under the control
of the state board of regents authorized to sponsor one or
more charter schools.

6. "State board" means the state board of education, for
purposes of this chapter.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 256F.3 PILOT PROGRAM.

1. Commencing with the school year beginning July 1, 2001,

_1_
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the state board of education shall initiate a pilot program to
test the effectiveness of charter schools. To receive
approval to establish a pilot charter schocl, the sponsor
shall submit an application to the state board in accordance
with section 256F.6. The state board shall approve only those
applications that meet the reqguirements specified in section
256F.S5. The state board shall adopt rules in accordance with
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chapter 17A for the implementation of this chapter.

0

2. A school board may, by majority vote, submit the
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question of whether to operate the entire school district as a

-
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state public charter school to the registered voters of the
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school district at any regular school election or at a special
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election called specifically for this purpose. The school

—
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board shall submit an application to the state board for

—
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approval of the state public charter school as a pilot program

[
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only if a majority of the registered voters voting in an

—
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election called pursuant to this subsection vote in favor of

=
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the question. Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary,
the school board of a charter school district shall be the
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board regularly elected as provided in chapter 277. The
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school board shall continue to be governed by the provisions
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of chapter 277, and shall have the powers and duties of the
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board of directors of a school district, except as provided in
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this chapter.
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3. 1If federal rules or requlations are adopted relating to
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the distribution or utilization of funds allocated to the
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state department of education pursuant to this section which
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are inconsistent with the provisions of this section, the
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state department of education shall adopt rules to comply with
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[

the requirements of the federal rules or regulations.

w
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4. The board of directors of a school district may convert

w
3]

one of its existing schools to a charter school under this

[#S]
[

chapter if sixty percent of the full-time teachers at the

[#N ]
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school sign a petition seeking conversion. The conversion

35 must occur at the beginning of an academic year.
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5. A pilot charter school shall be organized and
administered under the direction of a board of directors.

6. The sponsor shall adopt a resolution establishing the
method of board selection, length of term, and number of
members of the board of directors of each pilot charter
school. The person who applies to the authorizing body under
section 256F.6, subsection 1, shall hold an election for
members of the pilot charter school's board of directors in a
timely manner after the school is operating. Staff members
employed by the pilot charter school, including teachers
providing instruction under a contract with a teaching
cooperative and all parents or guardians of children enrolled
in the school, shall be given the opportunity to participate
in the election. A provisional board may operate before the
election of the school's board of directors. Meetings of the
board of directors of a pilot charter school are subject to
the provisions of chapters 21 and 22.

7. The board of directors for the pilot charter school
shall adopt bylaws and shall organize the pilot charter school
as a nonprofit association, nonprofit corporation, or business
corporation.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION., 256F.4 ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOL.

1. A school board, area education agency, accredited

private postsecondary institution, community cocllege, or
institution of higher learning under the control of the state
board of regents may sponsor one or more charter schools as
provided in this section.

2. A sponsor may authorize one or more teachers, licensed
under chapter 272, to operate a charter school subject to the
approval of the state board, If one or more teachers applies
to a school board for sponsorship and the school board elects
not to sponsor a charter school, the applicant may appeal the
school board's decision to the state board if two members of
the local school board voted to sponsor the school. If the
state board authorizes the school, the state board shall

-3-
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sponsor the school according to this section.

3. Before a sponsor may organize and operate a schoel, the
sponsor must file an affidavit with the state board stating
its intent to authorize a charter school. The affidavit shall
state the terms and conditions under which the sponsor pledges
to authorize a charter school. The state board shall approve
or disapprove a sponsor's proposed authorization within sixty
days of receipt of an affidavit.

4, The granting or renewal of a charter school by a
sponsoring entity shall not be conditioned upon the bargaining
unit status of the employees of the school.

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 256F.5 GENERAL OPERATING
REQUIREMENTS.

1. A pilot charter school is a public schoel and is part

of the state's system of public education. Although a pilot
charter school may elect to comply with one or more provisions
of statute or administrative rule, a pilot charter school is
exempt from all statutes and rules applicable to a school, a
school board, or a district, except the pilot charter school
shall do the following:

a. Meet all applicable federal, state, and local health
and safety requirements and laws prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of race, creed, color, sex, national origin,
religion, ancestry, or disability. A charter school shall be
subject to any court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for
the school district at the time the school's charter
application is approved.

b. Operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligious public school.

c. Be free of tuition and application fees to Iowa
resident students between the ages of five and twenty-one
years.

d. Be subject to and shall comply with chapters 216 and
216A relating to civil and human rights.

e. Be considered a school district for purposes of tort
liability under chapter 670.




®R -~ D e W

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

S.F. 31{5 H.F.

f. Receive state moneys or be eligible to receive state
moneys as provided in chapters 256D, 256E, 257, 285, and 294A,
as if it did not operate under a charter. A pilot charter

school district may levy taxes and issue bonds as provided in
chapters 73A, 75, 76, 257, 279, 295, 296, and 298, as if it
did not operate under a charter. The enrollment of the pilot
charter scheol shall be included in the actual enrollment of
the school district in which the pilot charter school is
located except as provided in paragraph "g". A pilot charter
school district shall be liable for timely payment on its
bonded indebtedness and subject to the same bonded
indebtedness limitations as if it did not operate under a
charter.

g. Operate within the same geographic district boundaries
that existed prior to its becoming a pilot charter school or
district. The enrollment of the pilot charter school or
district shall be calculated and submitted as provided in
chapter 257 as if it did not operate under a charter. .

h. Provide special education services in accordance with

chapter 256B. However, the school district of residence shall
be responsible for the difference between the state moneys
received pursuant to the weighting plan under section 256B.9,
and the pilot charter school's extraordinary costs of
instruction of children requiring special education,

i. Be subject to the same financial audits, audit
procedures, and audit requirements as a school district. The
audit shall be consistent with the requirements of sections
11.6, 11.14, 11.19, 256.9, subsection 19, and section 279.29,
except to the extent deviations are necessary because of the
program at the school. The department, the auditor of state,
or the legislative fiscal bureau may conduct financial,
program, or compliance audits.

2. A pilot charter school shall not discriminate in its
student admissions policies or practices on the basis of
intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or

_5_
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aptitude, status as a person with a disability, or any other
basis that would be illegal if practiced by a school district.
However, a pilot charter school may limit admission to
students who are within a particular range of age or grade
level or on any other basis that would be legal if initiated
by a school district. Enrollment priority shall be given to
the siblings of students enrolled in a pilot charter school.

3. A pilot charter school shall enroll an eligible student
who submits a timely application, unless the number of
applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade
level, or building. In this case, students must be accepted
by lot. A pilot charter school shall be subject to section
282.18 as if it did not operate under a charter, except as
provided in this chapter.

4., A pilot charter school shall provide instruction for at
least the number of days required by section 279.10,
subsection 1, or shall provide at least the equivalent number
of total hours.

5. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a pilot charter school
shall meet the regquirements of section 256.7, subsection 21.

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 256F.6 APPLICATION -- DEFINITION.

1. An application for the approval of a pilot charter
school shall include, but shall not be limited to, a

description of the following:

a. The method for admission to a pilot charter school.

b. The mission, purpose, ilnnovation, and specialized focus
of the pilot charter school.

c. Performance goals and objectives in addition to those
required under section 256.7, subsection 21, by which the
school's student achievement shall be judged, the measures to
be used to assess progress, and the current baseline status
with respect to the goals.

d. Procedures for teacher evaluation and professional
development for teachers and administrators.

e. The pilot charter school governance and bylaws.

-65-



XD < AN bW N

W W W oW W W NN RN NN NNNNN N P M
[¥ 2 B - S VU S I = V- T+ - B B = A BV ) B S U T S R ==t = I = < B0 D L B 2 B < S V% T o Y o o B ¥ o

f. The financial plan for the operation of the school. .

9. The educational program, instructional methodology, and
services to be offered to students,

h. The number and qualifications of teachers and
administrators to be employed.

i. The organization of the school in terms of ages of
students or grades to be taught along with an estimate of the
total enrollment of the school.

j. The provision of school facilities and public
transportation.

k. A statement indicating how the pilot charter school
will meet the requirements of section 256F.5, subsection 1,
paragraph "a", and section 256F.5, subsection 3.

1. Assurance of the assumption of liability by the pilot
charter school.

m. The types and amounts of insurance coverage to be
obtained by the pilot charter school.

n. A plan of operation to be implemented if the state

public charter school revokes or fails to renew its contract.

2. If an attendance center located within a district
submits an application to a school district, the board of
directors of the school district shall notify the applicant of
its decision to deny or approve the application within ninety
days of receiving the application. If the school board denies
the application, or fails to notify the applicant of its
decision in a timely manner, the applicant may apply to the
state board. If the state board approves the application, the
state board shall notify the board of directors of the school
district in which the attendance center is located, and the
school board shall become the sponsor for the pilot charter
school, shall issue a contract with the pilot charter school,
and shall otherwise comply with the provisions of the chapter.
The decision of the state board is final.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 256F.,7 CONTRACT.

1. An approved pilot charter school application shall ‘
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constitute an agreement, the terms of which shall be the terms
of a four-year renewable contract between the sponsor and the
state board. The contract shall reflect all agreements
regarding the operation of the pilot charter school. The
terms of the contract may be revised at any time with the
approval of both the state board and the sponsor, whether or
not the stated provisions of the contract are being fulfilled.

2. The state board of education shall provide by rule for
the ongoing review of a sponsor's compliance with a contract
entered into in accordance with this chapter.

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 256F.8 EMPLOYMENT AND RELATED
MATTERS.

1. A charter school shall employ or contract with

necessary teachers, as defined in section 272.1, who hold a
valid license with an endorsement for the type of service for
which the teacher 1s employed. The school may employ
necessary employees who are not required to hold teaching
licenses to perform duties other than teaching and may
contract for other services. The board of directors of the
charter school may discharge teachers and nonlicensed
employees,

2. The board of directors of the charter school also shall
decide matters related to the operation of the school,
including budgeting, curriculum, and operating procedures.

3. Employees of the board of directors of a charter school
may, if otherwise eligible, organize under chapter 20 and
comply with the provisions of chapter 20 as if the board of
directors did not operate under a charter. The board of
directors of a charter school is a public employer, for the
purposes of chapter 20, upon formation of one or more
bargaining units at the school. Bargaining units at the
school shall be separate from any other units within the
sponsoring district, except that bargaining units may remain
part of the appropriate unit within the sponsoring district if
the employees of the school, the board of directors of the
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school, the exclusive representative of the appropriate unit
in the sponsoring district, and the school bcard of the
sponsoring district agree to include the employees in the
appropriate unit of the sponsoring district.

4. Teachers in a charter school shall be public school
teachers for the purposes of retirement under chapter 97B.

S. Each school district shall be required to grant a leave
of absence to any teacher in the school district reguesting
such leave in order to teach in a pilot charter school. A
teacher may request a leave of absence for up to two years.
While on leave, the teacher shall retain the teacher's
seniority. At the end of the second year, the teacher may
either return to the teacher's former school district or, if
the teacher chooses, may continue teaching at the pilot
charter school and resign from the school district position.

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 256F.9 PROCEDURES FOR REVOCATION OR
NONRENEWAL OF CONTRACT.

1. A contract for the establishment of a state public

pilot charter schoeol may be revoked by the state board or the
sponsor that established the pilot charter school if the
appropriate board determines that one or more of the following
occurred:

a. Failure of the sponsor to abide by and meet the
educational goals set forth in the contract.

b. Failure of the sponsor to comply with all applicable
law.

c. Failure of the sponsor to meet generally accepted
public sector accounting principles.

d. The existence of one or more other grounds for
revocation as specified in the contract.

2. The decision by a sponsor to revoke or to fail to take
action to renew a pilot charter school contract is subject to
appeal under section 290.1. A sponsor considering revocation
or nonrenewal of a charter school contract shall notify the
school district in which the charter school is leocated, the

-9-
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parents or legal guardians of the students enrolled in the
charter school, and the teachers employed by the charter
school, sixty days prior to revoking or the date by which the
contract must be renewed, but not later than the last day of
classes in the school year.

3. If the state board determines that a charter school
board is in substantial violation of the terms of the
contract, the state board shall assume temporary oversight
authority, operational authority, or both oversight and
operational authority, and notify the charter school board of
its intention to revoke the contract at least sixty days prior
to revoking a contract. The notice shall state the grounds
for the proposed action in writing and in reasonable detail.
The sponsor or charter school board may request in writing an
informal hearing before the state board within fourteen days
of receiving notice of revocation of the contract. Upon
receiving a timely written request for a hearing, the state
board shall give reasonable notice to the sponsor of the
hearing date. The state board shall conduct an informal
hearing before taking final action. The state board shall
take final action to revoke or approve continuation of a
contract by the last day of classes in the school year. If
the final action to revoke a contract under this section
occurs prior to the last day of classes in the school year, a
pilot charter school student may enroll in the resident
district or another district as provided in section 256F.10,
subsection 2.

4. The decision of the state board to revoke a contract
under this section is solely within the discretion of the
state board and is final.

5. A sponsor revoking a contract or a sponsor that fails
to renew a contract under this chapter is not liable for that
action to the pilot charter school, a student enrolled in the
pilot charter school or the student's parent or guardian, or
any other person.

_10_



Sec. 10. NEW_SECTION. 256F.10 PROCEDURES AFTER
REVOCATION -- STUDENT ENROLLMENT.
1. If the contract for a pilot charter school district is

revoked in accordance with section 256F.9, the state board
shall merge the territory of the charter school district with
one or more contiguous school districts at the end of the
charter school year. Division of assets and liabilities of
the charter school district shall be as provided in sections
275.29 through 275.31. Until the merger is completed, and
subject to a decision by the state board of education, the
pilot charter school district shall pay tuition for its
resident students to an accredited school district under
section 282.24. However, in lieu of merger and payment of
tuition by a pilot charter school district, the state board
may place the district under receivership for the remainder of
the school year or until the district meets the accreditation
requirements of section 256.11 or the terms of the contract
entered into pursuant to section 256F.7. The receivership
shall be under the direct supervision and authority of the
director of the department of education. The decision of
whether to merge the school district and require payment of
tuition for the charter school district's students or to place
the district under receivership shall be based upon a
determination by the state board of the best interests of the
students, parents, residents of the community, teachers,
administrators, and board members of the district and the
recommendations of the director of the department of
education. If the state board revokes a contract, the
revocation shall take effect on the date established by the
resolution of the state board, which shall be no later than
the end of the school year in which the contract is revoked.
2, If a pilot charter school contract is revcoked in
accordance with this chapter, a student who attended the
school, siblings of the student, or another student who
resides in the same place as the student may enroll in the
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resident district or may submit an application to a
nonresident district according to section 282.18 at any time.
Applications and notices required by section 282.18 shall be
processed and provided in a prompt manner, The application
and notice deadlines in section 282.18 do not apply under
these circumstances.

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 256F.11 TRANSPORTATION.

1. By July 1 of each year, a charter school shall notify
the district in which the school is located and the department

if it will provide transportation for students enrolled at the
school for the fiscal year,.

2. If a charter school elects to provide transportation
for students, the transportation shall be provided by the
charter school within the district in which the charter school
is located. The state shall pay transportation aid to the
charter schoecl according to section 285.1.

3. For students who reside outside the district in which
the charter school is located, the charter school is not
required to praovide or pay for transportation between the
student's residence and the border of the district in which
the charter school is located. A parent may be reimbursed by
the charter school for costs of transportation from the
student's residence to the border of the district in which the
charter school is located if the student is from a family
whose income is at or below the poverty level, as defined by
the most recently revised poverty income guidelines published
by the United States department of health and human services.
The reimbursement shall be in the manner provided in section

285.3 for parental reimbursement for nonpublic school student
transportation.

4, At the time a student enrolls in a charter school, the
charter school shall provide the parent or guardian with

information regarding transportation.
5. If a charter school does not elect to provide
transportation, transportation for students enrolled at the
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school shall be provided by the district in which the school .
is located, in the manner provided in section 285.1,
subsection 15, for a student residing in the same district in
which a nonpublic school designated for attendance is located.
Transportation may be provided by the district in which the
charter school is located for a student residing in a
different district, in the same manner provided for in section
285.1, subsection 16, for students whose nonpublic school
designated for attendance is located ocutside the boundary line
of the school district of the student's residence.

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 256F.12 LEASED SPACE.

A charter school may lease space from a school board

eligible to be a sponsor or other public or private nonprofit,
nonsectarian organization. If a charter school is unable to
lease appropriate space from an eligible school board or other
public or private nonprofit, nonsectarian organization, the
school may lease space from another nonsectarian organization
if the department, in consultation with the department of

management, approves the lease. If the school is unable to
lease appropriate space from public or private nonsectarian
organizations, the school may lease space from a sectarian
organization if the leased space is constructed as a school
facility and the department, in consultation with the
department of management, approves the lease.

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 256F.13 GENERAL AUTHORITY.

The board of directors of a charter school may sue and be

sued.

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 256F.14 IMMUNITY.

The board of directors of the charter school shall obtain
at least the amount of and types of insurance required by the

contract, according to section 256F.7.
Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 256F.15 INITIAL COSTS.
A sponsor may authorize a charter school before the

applicant has secured its space, equipment, facilities, and
personnel if the applicant indicates the authority is .
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necessary for it to raise working capital. A sponsor shall
not authorize a school before the state board has approved the
authorization.

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 256F.16 STATE SCHOQOL FOUNDATION
AID FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL.

1. A student enrolled in a charter school shall be

counted, for state school foundation aid purposes, in the
student's district of residence. A student's residence, for
purposes of this section, shall be as established under
section 282.1. The board of directors of the district of
residence shall pay to the charter school, on a timely basis,
the district cost per pupil, or the charter school's cost per
pupil as determined by the department based upon information
supplied by the charter school, whichever is lowest, plus any
moneys received for the student as a result of non-English-
speaking weighting under section 280.4, subsection 3, for each
school year. The district of residence shall also transmit
the phase III moneys allocated to the district for the full-
time equivalent attendance of the student to the charter
school.

2, 1If a parent or guardian of a child enrolled in a
charter school under this chapter moves to a different school
district during the course of either district's academic year,
the child's first district of residence shall be responsible
for payment of the cost per pupil plus weightings or special
education costs to the charter schoeol for the balance of the
school year in which the move took place. The new district of
residence shall be responsible for the payments during the
succeeding years.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTIQON. 256F.17 AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURES.

A charter school is a public school for purposes of section
257.7.

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 256F.18 EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION.

A pilot charter schocl is exempt from all state taxation on

its earnings and property. Instruments of conveyance to or
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from a pilot charter school are exempt from all state
taxation. A pilot charter school shall not levy taxes or
issue bonds for any purpose. However, the board of directors
of a pilot charter school district shall issue bonds or levy
taxes as if it did not operate under a charter. The operation
of a pilot charter school and oversight of a pilot charter
school by a school district shall not affect the ability of
the school district to levy taxes in accordance with any
applicable statute.

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 256F.19 OTHER AID -- INTERESTS IN
PROPERTY.

A pilot charter school may acquire by purchase, gift,

devise, lease, sublease, installment purchase agreement, land
contract, option, or by any other means, hold and own in its
own name buildings and other property for school purpeses and
other interests, including, but not limited to, interests in
property subject to mortgages, security interests, or other
liensg, necessary or convenient to fulfill its purposes. For
the purposes of condemnation, a pilot charter school may
proceed under chapter 6B or any other applicable statutes, but
only with the express, written permission of the authorizing
body in each instance of condemnation and only after just
compensation has been determined and paid.

Sec, 20. NEW SECTION. 256F.20 DISSEMINATE INFORMATION.

The sponsor, the operators, and the department shall

disseminate information to the public on how to organize and
operate a charter school and how to utilize the offerings of a
charter school. Particular groups to be targeted include low-
income families and communities and students of color.

Sec. 21. HNEW SECTION, 256F.21 REPORTS.

1. A pilot charter school shall report at least annually

to its sponsor and the state board the information required by
the sponsor or the state board. The reports are public
records subject to chapter 22.

2. Notwithstanding section 256F.4, subsection 1, not later
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than December 1, 2003, and annually thereafter, the state
board shall submit a comprehensive report, with findings and
recommendations, to the senate and house standing committees
on education. The report shall evaluate pilot charter school
programs generally, including but not limited to, an
evaluation of whether the pilot programs are fulfilling the
purposes set forth in section 256F.5, subsection 1. The
report also shall contain, for each pilot charter school, a
copy of the pilot charter school's mission statement,
attendance statistics and dropout rate, aggregate assessment
test scores, projections of financial stability, and number of
and comments on supervisory visits by the department of
education.

Sec. 22. FEMERGENCY RULES. The state board of education
may adopt emergency rules under section 17A.4, subsection 2,
and secticn 17A.5, subsection 2, paragraph "b", to implement
this Act and the rules shall be effective immediately upon
filing unless a later date is specified in the rules. Any
rules adopted in accordance with this section shall also be
published as a notice of intended action as provided in
section 17A.4.

EXPLANATION

This bill sets up provisions by which charter schools may
be established. The bill also establishes the purposes for
which the schools shall be established.

SPONSORSHIP. A school board, area education agency,
accredited private postsecondary institution, community
college, or regents university is authorized to sponsor one or
more pilot charter schools upon state board approval of the
sponsor's application. The bill lists the information that
must be included in the application. A sponsor may authorize
one or more teachers to operate a charter school subject to
the approval of the state board. If the school board elects
not to sponsor a charter school, the applicant may appeal to
the state board if two members of the local school board voted
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to sponsor the school. If the state board authorizes the
school, the state board becomes the sponsor.

PILOT CHARTER SCHOOLS. The state board of education is
directed to initiate a pilot program toc test the effectiveness
of charter schools. A sponsor must submit an application to
establish a pilot charter school to the state board for
approval. A provisional board may operate before the election
of the school's board of directors. An election for members
of the pilot charter school's board of directors must be held
in a timely manner after the school is operating. Pilot
charter school staff members and parents or quardians of
children enrolled in the school shall be given the opportunity
to vote. Meetings of the board are subject to the state's
open meetings and open records laws.

PILOT CHARTER SCHOOL DISTRICT. A school board may, by
majority vote, submit the question of whether toc operate the
entire school district as a state public charter school to the
registered voters of the schocl district. If a majority of
the voters approve the proposal, the school board must submit
an application to the state board for approval. The school
board of a charter school district is the regularly elected
school board. A pilot charter school district may levy taxes
and issue bonds as if it did not operate under a charter, If
the contract for a pilot charter school district is revoked,
the state board must merge the territory of the charter school
district with one or more contiguous school districts at the
end of the charter school year. Until the merger is
completed, the pilot charter school district shall pay tuition
for its resident students to an accredited school district.
However, in lieu of merger and payment of tuition by a pilot
charter school district, the state board may place the
district under receivership for the remainder of the school
year or until the district meets the accreditation
requirements.

CONVERSION OF EXISTING SCHOOLS. The board of directors of
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a school district may convert one of its existing schools to a
charter school if 60 percent of the teachers at the school
sign a petition seeking conversion.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. The granting or renewal of a
charter school by a sponsor shall not be conditioned upon the
bargaining unit status of the employees of the school.
Employees may organize under Code chapter 20. The board of
directors of a charter school is a public employer for the
purposes of Code chapter 20.

GENERAL OPERATING REQUIREMENTS. A pilot charter school is
a public school and is part of the state's system of public
education, though it may be organized as a nonprofit
association, nonprofit corporation, or business corporation.

A pilot charter school may elect to comply with one or more
provisions of statute or administrative rule, but 1s exempt
from all statutes and rules applicable to a school, a school
board, or a district. However, a charter schoocl shall meet
and abide by all applicable state and local health and safety
requirements, length of school year Code provisions, civil and
human rights laws, and laws relating to suspension and
expulsion of a student, and is subject to an annual financial
audit. A charter school must be nonsectarian in its programs,
admission policies, employment practices, and all other
operations. A charter school must also annually submit a
comprehensive school improvement plan to the department of
education.

CONTRACT. An approved pilot charter school application
shall constitute an agreement, the terms of which shall be the
terms of a four-year renewable contract between the sponsor
and the state board.

TUITION-FREE. A charter school shall not charge tuition.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS. A charter school may limit
admission to students within an age group or grade level, or
on any other basis that would be legal if initiated by a
school district. A pilot charter school shall not
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discriminate in its student admission policies on the basis of
intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or
aptitude, status as a person with a disability, or any other
basis that would be illegal if practiced by a school district.

EMPLOYMENT AND RELATED MATTERS. Pilot charter school
teachers must be licensed by the board of educational
examiners, but the administrator need not be licensed. The
board of directors of the pilot charter school decides matters
related to the operation of the school, including budgeting,
curriculum, and operating procedures. Teachers in a charter
school are public school teachers for the purposes of the Iowa
public employees' retirement system. Each school district
must grant a leave of absence for up to two years to any
teacher who requests a leave in order to teach in a pilot
charter school. A teacher retains seniority during this time.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS. The education of
students requiring special education shall be the financial
responsibility of the schocl district of residence. However,
a charter school must accept and provide services to students
requiring special education.

CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL OR TERMINATION. The bill provides
the conditions under which a contract may not be renewed or
may be terminated. A sponsor's decision not to renew or to
terminate may be appealed to the state board. The sponsor
must provide adequate notice to all interested parties stating
the grounds for the proposed action in reasonable detail. A
contract may be terminated or denied renewal for failure to
meet the requirements for student performance contained in the
contract, failure to meet generally accepted standards of
fiscal management, or for other violations of law or the
contract.

If the state board determines that a charter school board
is in substantial violation of the terms of the contract, the
state board assumes temporary authority. The sponsor can
request an informal hearing before the state board. The
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decision of the state board to revoke a contract under this
section is solely within the discretion of the state board and
is final. If the final action to revoke a contract occurs
prior to the last day of classes in the school year, a pilot
charter school student may enroll in the resident district or
another district.

A sponsor that revokes or fails to renew a contract is not

o~ N B W o

liable for that action to the school, its students or the

9 students' parents, or any other person.

10 OPEN ENROLLMENT OPTION UNDER DISSOLUTION. If a charter

11 school is dissolved, a student who attended the school,

12 siblings of the student, or another student who resides in the
13 same place as the student may enroll in the resident district
14 or may submit an open enrcollment application to a nonresident
15 district and the open enrollment application and notice

16 deadlines do not apply.

17 TRANSPORTATION. By July 1 of each year, a charter school
18 shall notify the district in which the school is located and
19 the department if it will provide transportation for students
20 enrolled at the school for the fiscal year. The state shall
21 pay transportation aid to the charter school as if it were a
22 regular public school, and shall reimburse charter school

23 parents and school districts for transportation costs in the
24 same manner as parents and school districts are reimbursed for
25 transportation costs. The charter school is not required to
26 provide or pay for transportation between the student's

27 residence and the border of the district in which the charter
28 school is located. However, a parent may be reimbursed by the
29 charter school for costs of transportation from the student's
30 residence to the border of the district in which the charter
31 school is located if the student is from a family whose income
32 is at or below the poverty level. 1If a charter school does

33 not provide transportation, it shall be provided by the

34 district.

35 REPORTS. A charter school must report at least annually to
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its sponsor and the state board of education and the reports
are public records. By December 1, 2003, and annually
thereafter, the state board must submit a comprehensive report
to the senate and house standing committees on education.

LEASED SPACE. A charter school may lease space from a
school district or public or private nonprofit, nonsectarian
organization. If the school is unable to lease appropriate
space from public or private nonprofit, nonsectarian
organizations, the school may lease space from a sectarian
organization if the leased space is constructed as a school
facility and the department, in consultation with the
department of management, approves the lease.

INITIAL COSTS. A sponsor may authorize a charter school
before it has secured its space, equipment, facilities, and
personnel in order to raise working capital if necessary, but
cannot authorize a school before the state board has approved
the authorization.

GENERAL AUTHORITY. The board of directors of a charter
school may sue and be sued, but, except as provided for a
pilot charter school district, cannot levy taxes or issue
bonds.

STATE SCHOOL FOUNDATION AID. A student enrolled in a pilot
charter school shall be counted, for state school foundation
aid purposes, in the student's district of residence. The
district of residence must pay to the charter school state
school foundation aid, non-English speaking weighting,
technology, early intervention, and phase III moneys generated
by the enrollment of the student.

OTHER AID, GRANTS, AND REVENUE. A charter school is
eligible to receive other state or federal educational aid,
grants, and revenue, and gifts and grants from private sources
as though it were a school district.

EMERGENCY RULES. The bill grants the state bocard emergency
rulemaking authority.

LSB 1838SV 79
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SENATE FILE 348

8-3181

1 Amend Senate File 348 as follows:

2 1. Page 3, by striking lines 6 and 7 and

3 inserting the following: '"school. The sponsor shall
4 provide for an election for".
. S 2. Page 3, by inserting after line 27 the

6 following:

7 v Notwithstanding subsection 1, a sponsor that

8 wishes to operate a charter school within the
9 boundaries of a school district shall apply to that

10 district's school board for approval. If the school
11 board denies the application, the decision of the
12 school board is final and not subject to review by any
13 court or agency. A school board seeking to sponsor a
14 charter school within its own boundaries is exempt
1S from this subsection.™ :
16 3. By striking page 3, line 32 through page 4,
17 line 1 and inserting the following: "not to sponsor a
18 charter school, the decision of the school board is
13 final and not subject to review by any court or

20 agency."”
21 4. Page 7, by striking lines 26 through 33 and
22 inserting the following: “"decision in a timely

23 manner, the failure to notify shall be deemed a

24 denial, and the decision of the school board to deny
25 approval is final and not subject to review by any
26 court or agency."

27 5. Page 13, by striking lines 1% through 24 and

28 inserting. the following: "management, approves the
29 lease."
30 6. Page 15, by striking lines 2 through 5 and

2 provided in section 256F.5, subsection 1, paragraph
3 "f", a pilot charter school shall not levy taxes or
34 issue bonds for any purpose. The operation®,

By JEFF ANGELO

Q?l inserting the feollowing: "taxation. Except as

S-3181 FILED MARCH 14, 2001
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8-3235
1 Amend Senate File 348 as follows: .
— Z 1. Page 7, line 3, by inserting after the word _
3 "students." the following: "If a pilot charter school
4 chooses not to comply with all of the prowisions of '
5 statute or administrative rule, in accordahce with
6
7
8

section 256F.5, subsection 1, the pilot charter schcol
shall provide a statement indigating the provisions ‘
with which the pilot charter stchool does not comply."
9 2. Page B8, line 7, by inserting after:the ward .
10 "fulfilled." the following: "The pilot charter school
11 shall provide parents and guardians of students
B. 12 enrolled in the pilot charter school with a copy. of
13 the charter school application approved pursuant to
14 section 256F.6."

A

o
By BILL FINK O
g
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SENATE FILE 348

8-3237

Amend Senate File 348 as follows:

1. Page 2, line 7, by inserting after the word
"The" the following: "state board shall approve not
more than five pilot charter school applications.
The".

2. Page 3, by striking lines 6 and 7 and
inserting the following: "school. The sponsor shall
provide for an election for".

3. Page 3, by inserting after line 27 the
following:

" . Notwithstanding subsection 1, a sponsor that
wishes to operate. a charter school within the
boundaries of a school district shall apply to that
district's school board for approval. If the school
board denies the application, the decision cof the

school board is final and not subject to review by any

court or agency. A school board seeking to sponsor a
charter school within its own boundaries is exempt
from this subsection."”

4. By striking page 3, line 32 through page 4,
line 1 and inserting the following: "not to sponscr a
charter school, the decision of the school' board is
final and not subject to review by any court or

agency."

5. Page 5, line 2, by inserting after the word
"chapters" the following: "256B,".

6. Page 5, by striking lines 6 through 9 and
inserting the following: "did not operate under a
charter. A pilot charter”,

7. Page 7, lines 9 and 10, by striking the words
"and public transportation®.

8. Page 7, by inserting after line 19 the
following: "o. The means, costs, and plan for
praviding transportation for students attending the
pilot charter school."”

9. Page 7, by striking lines 26 through 33 and
inserting the following: "decision in a timely
manner, the failure to notify shall be deemed a
denial, and the decision of the school board to deny
approval is final and not subject to review by any
court or agency."”

10. Page 13, by striking lines 19 through 24 and

inserting the following: "management, approves the
lease.”

- 11. Page 14, line 16, by inserting before the
word “for" the following: "and any moneys available

to the district for each child attending the pilot
charter school who requires special education, by

 application of the special education weighting plan in
section 256B.9,".

S-3237 -1~
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8-3237

Page 2 g .

12. Page 15, by striking lines Z through 5 and

inserting the following: '"taxation.” Except as

provided in section 256F.5, subsection 1, paragraph SRR : C

"fr, a pilot charter school shall ndt levy taxes or T S

issue bonds for any purpose. The operation"”. S L Lo
By JEFF RANGELO S A
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SENATE FILE 348
FISCAL NOTE

A fiscal note for Senate File 348 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule
‘17. Dadta used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request,

Senate File 348 establishes a pilot charter school program in the State.

ASSUMPTIONS
1. The Department of Education will require two additional full-time

equivalent (FTE) positions at a minimum cost of approximately $100,000 to
support the charter school program. Additional FTE's will be required if
the Department of Education becomes a sponsor of a charter school.

2. The Department will not sponscor any charter schools.

3. Additional support expenses are estimated at approximately 510,000
annually.

4. There will be no increase in enrollment due to the establishment of the

charter school program.

5. Charter school districts will levy property taxes within the statutory
limit.

FISCAL INPACT

The estimated cost increase of Senate File 348 in FY 2002, is approximately
$110,000 and 2.0 FTE positions compared to FY 2001.

Department of Education

(LSB 18383V, SLS)

FILED MARCH 20, 2001 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR
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S-3247
1 Amend Senate File 348 as follows:

2 1. Page 2, line 7, by inserting after the word

3 "The" the following: "state board shall approve not
4 more than five pilot charter school applications.

5 The".
6
7
8

2. Page 3, by striking lines 6 and 7 and

inserting the following: "school. ' The sponsor shall
provide for an election for".
9 3. Page 3, by inserting after line 27 the
10 following:
11 " . Notw1thstand1ng subsectlon 1, a sponsor that

12 w1shes to operate a charter school within the

13 boundaries of a school district shall apply to that

14 district's school board for approval. If the school
15 board denies the application, the decision of the

16 school board is final and not subject to review by any
17 court or agency. A school board seeking to sponsor a
18 charter school within its own boundaries is exempt

19 from this subsection."”

20 4., By striking page 3, line 32 through page 4,

21 line 1 and inserting the following: "not to sponsor a
22 charter school, the decision of the school board is

23 final and not subject to review by any court or

24 agency.

25 5. Page 5, line 2, by inserting after the word
26 "chapters" the following: "256B," :
27 6. Page 5, by striking lines 6 through 9 and

28 inserting the following: '"did not operate under a
29 charter. A pilot charter".

30 7. Page 7, lines 9 and 10, by striking the' words
31 "and public transportation".

32 8. Page 7, by inserting after line 19 the

33 following: "o. The means, costs, and plan for

34 providing transportatlon for students *attending the
35 pilot charter school.

36 9. Page 7, by striking lines 26 through 33 and
37 inserting the following: "decision in a timely

38 manner, the failure to notify shall be deemed a

39 denial, and the decision of the school board to deny
40 approval is final and not subject to review by any
41 court or agency."

42 10. Page 14, line 16, by inserting before the

43 word "for" the following: "and any moneys available j
44 to the district for each child attending the pilot

45 charter school who requires special education, by ,
46 application-of the special education weighting plan in
47 section 256B.9,

48  11. Page 15, by striking lines 2 through 5 and

49 inserting the following: '"taxation. Except as

50 provided in section 256F.5, subsection 1, paragraph
$-3247 -1-
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 28, 2001 Page

S-3247
Page 2
1 "f", a pilot charter schocl shall not levy taxes or
2 issue bonds for any purpose. The operation".
By JEFF ANGELO

$~3247 FILED MARCH 27, 2001
ADQOPTED

(’0 S’JS') SENATE FILE 348

8-3262
1 Amend Senate File 348 as follows:
2 1. Page 5, by inserting after line 32 the
3 following:
4 "j. Be subject to and comply with chapter 284
5 relating to the student achievement and teacher
6 quality program. A pilot charter school that complies
7 with chapter 284 shall receive state moneys or be
8 eligible to receive state moneys as provided in
9 chapter 284 as if it did not operate under a charter.”

10 2. Page 16, by inserting after line 21, the
11 following:
12 "Sec. . CONDITIONAL EFFECTIVENESS. Section

13 256F.5, subsection 1, paragraph "3j", as enacted 1in
14 this Act, takes effect only if 2001 Iowa Acts, Senate
15 File 476, is enacted."

16 3. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the
17 word "schools" the following: "and providing for a
18 conditiconal effective date".

19 4. By renumbering as necessary.

By MIKE CONNOLLY

$-3262 FILED MARCH 27, 2001
ADOPTED

(P #ss)

17
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PILOT CHARTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
Section 1. NEW SECTION. 256F.1 PURPOSE.
The purpose of this chapter is to accomplish the following:

1, Improve student learning.

2. Increase learning opportunities for pupils.

3. Encourage the use of different and innovative methods
of teaching.

4. Require the measurement of learning outcomes and create
different and innovative forms of measuring outcomes.

5. Establish new forms of accountability for schools.

6. Create new professional opportunities for teachers and
other educators, including the opportunity to be responsible
for the learning program at the school site.

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION., 256F.2 DEFINITIONS.

1. "Attendance center" means a public schoel building that

contains classrooms used for instructional purposes for
elementary, middle, or secondary school students. An
attendance center shall not enter into a charter school
contract with a school district under this division unless the
attendance center is located within the school district.

2. "Department” means the department of education, for
purposes of this chapter.

3. "Pilot charter school" means a state public charter
school operated as a pilot program.

4., "School board" means a board of directors regularly
elected by the registered voters of a school district.

5. "Sponsor" means a school board, area education agency,
accredited private postsecondary institution, community
college, or institution of higher learning under the control
of the state board of regents authorized to sponsor one or
more charter schools.

6. "State board" means the state board of education, for
purposes of this chapter.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 256F.3 PILOT PROGRAM.

1. Commencing with the school year beginning July 1, 2001,
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the state board of education shall initiate a pilot program to
test the effectiveness of charter schools. To receive
approval to establish a pilot charter school, the sponsor
shall submit an application to the state board in accordance
with section 256F.6. The state board shall approve only those
applications that meet the requirements specified in section

256F.5. The state board shall approve not more than five
eilot charter school aEElications. The state board shall

adopt rules in accordance with chapter 17A for the

implementation of this chapter.

2. A school board may, by majority vote, submit the
guestion of whether to operate the entire school district as a
state public charter school to the registered voters of the
school district at any regular school election or at a special
election called specifically for this purpose. The school
board shall submit an application to the state board for
approval of the state public charter school as a pilot program
only if a majority of the registered voters voting in an
election called pursuant to this subsection vote in favor of
the question. Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary,
the school board of a charter school district shall be the
board regularly elected as provided in chapter 277. The
school board shall continue to be governed by the provisions
of chapter 277, and shall have the powers and duties of the
board of directors of a school district, except as provided in
this chapter.

3. If federal rules or regulations are adopted relating to
the distribution or utilization of funds allocated to the
state department of education pursuant to this section which
are inconsistent with the provisions of this section, the
state department of education shall adopt rules to comply with
the requirements of the federal rules or regulations.

4. The board of directors of a school district may convert
one of its existing schools to a charter school under this
chapter if sixty percent of the full-time teachers at the

-2~
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school sign a petition seeking conversion. The conversion
must occur at the beginning of an academic year.

5. A pilot charter school shall be organized and
administered under the direction of a board of directors.

6. The sponsor shall adopt a resclution establishing the
method of board selection, length of term, and number of
members of the board of directors of each pilot charter
school. The sponsor shall provide for an elegﬁion for members

O O~ &b W

of the pilot charter school's board of directors in a timely

(-
o

manner after the school is operating. Staff members employed

|
|

by the pilot charter school, including teachers providing
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instruction under a contract with a teaching cooperative and

b
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all parents or guardians of children enrolled in the school,
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L=

shall be given the opportunity to participate in the election,
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A provisional board may operate before the election of the
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school's board of directors. Meetings of the board of
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directors of a pilot charter school are subject to the

—
@

provisions of chapters 21 and 22.

-
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7. The board of directors for the pilot charter school

%)
o

shall adopt bylaws and shall organize the pilot charter school

2]
[and

as a nonprofit association, nonprofit corporation, or business

o8]
48]

corporation.
Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 256F.4 ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOL.
1. A school board, area education agency, accredited
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private postsecondary institution, community college, or
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institution of higher learning under the control of the state

N
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board of regents may sponsor one or more charter schools as

[\
@

provided in this section.

2% 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a sponsor that wishes to
A i Er s e— e
30 operate a charter school w1th1n the boundarles of a school
E -

31 dlstrrct shall apply to that dlstrlct s_school board for
I

32 aEproval If the school board denies the appllcatlon‘ the

33 decision of the school board is final and not sub:ect to
R R S P
34 revxew by any court or _agency. A school board seeklng to

35 sponsor a charter school within 1ts own_ boundarles is exempt ‘
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from this subsection._

3. A sponsor may authorize one or more teachers, licensed
under chapter 272, to operate a charter school subject to the
approval of the state board. If one or more teachers applies
to a school board for sponsorship and the school board elects
not to sponsor a charter school, the decision of the school

L
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agency.

4. Before a sponsor may organize and operate a school, the
sponsor must file an affidavit with the state board stating
its intent to authorize a charter school. The affidavit shall
state the terms and conditions under which the sponsor pledges
to authorize a charter school. The state board shall approve
or disapprove a sponsor's proposed authorization within sixty
days of receipt of an affidavit.

5. The granting or renewal of a charter school by a
sponsoring entity shall not be conditioned upon the bargaining
unit status of the employees of the school.

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 256F.5 GENERAL OPERATING
REQUIREMENTS.

1. A pilot charter school is a public school and is part

of the state's system of public education. Although a pilot
charter school may elect to comply with one or more provisions
of statute or administrative rule, a pilot charter school is
exempt from all statutes and rules applicable to a school, a
school board, or a district, except the pilot charter school
shall do the following:

a. Meet all applicable federal, state, and local health
and safety requirements and laws prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of race, creed, color, sex, national origin,
religion, ancestry, or disability. A charter school shall be
subject to any court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for
the school district at the time the school’'s charter
application is approved.

b. Operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligious public school.

-4-



LT = o< BRI = AT B - PSRy N R ]

W W W W W w NN N NN N NN NN D e
LU AN - VS N T ST~ T« < TS T « T ¥ 4 I — S VU 5 T i - N e B+ B DR - D ¥ D B N VS B O T -

s.r. 34¥ u.r.

C. Be free of tuition and application fees to lowa
resident students between the ages of five and twenty-one
years.

d. Be subject to and shall comply with chapters 216 and
216A relating to civil and human rights.

e. Be considered a school district for purposes of tort
liability under chapter 670.

f. Receive state moneys or be eligible to receive state
moneys as provided in chapters 256B, 256D, 256E, 257, 285, and
294p, as if it did not operate under a charter. A pilot
charter school district may levy taxes and issue bonds as
provided in chapters 73a, 75, 76, 257, 279, 295, 296, and 298,
as if it did not operate under a charter. A Eilot charter
school district shall be liable for timely payment on its
bonded indebtedness and subject to the same bonded
indebtedness limitations as if it did not operate under a

charter.
g. Operate within the same geographic district boundaries
that existed prior to its becoming a pilot charter school or

district. The enrollment of the pilot charter school or
district shall be calculated and submitted as provided in
chapter 257 as if it did not operate under a charter.

h., Provide special education services in accordance with
chapter 256B. However, the school district of residence shall
be responsible for the difference between the state moneys
received pursuant to the weighting plan under section 256B.9,
and the pilot charter school's extraordinary costs of
instruction of children requiring special education,

1. Be subject to the same financial audits, audit
procedures, and audit requirements as a school district. The
audit shall be consistent with the requirements of sections
1r1.6, 11.14, 11.19, 256.9, subsection 19, and section 279.29,
except to the extent deviations are necessary because of the
program at the school. The department, the auditor of state,
or the legislative fiscal bureau may conduct financial,
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. 1 program, or compliance audits.
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j. Be subject to and comply with chapter 284 relating to
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the student achievement and teacher quality program. A pilot

ottt i R T e ———

4 charter school that complies with chapter 284 shall receive
o o I M s o T

state moneys or be eligible to receive state moneys as
lgible to recelve State moneys as

provided in chapter 284 as if it did not operate under a

L
charter.
L . .
2. A pilot charter school shall not discriminate in its
student admissions policies or practices on the basis of

intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or
aptitude, status as a person with a disability, or any other
basis that would be illegal if practiced by a school district.
However, a pilot charter school may limit admission to
students who are within a particular range of age or grade
level or on any other basis that would be legal if initiated
by a school district. Enrollment priority shall be given to
the siblings of students enrolled in a pilot charter school.
3.

who submits a timely application, unless the number of

A pilot charter school shall enroll an eligible student

applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade
level, or building.
by lot.
282.18 as if it did not operate under a charter, except as

In this case, students must be accepted
A pilot charter school shall be subject to section

provided in this chapter.
4,
least the number of days required by section 279.10,

A pilot charter school shall provide instruction for at

subsection 1, or shall provide at least the equivalent number
of total hours.
5.
shall meet the requirements of section 256.7, subsection 21.
6. NEW SECTIQON., 256F.6 APPLICATION -~ DEFINITION.
An application for the approval of a pilot charter

Notwithstanding subsection 1, a pilot charter school

Sec.
1,
school shall include, but shall not be limited to, a

description of the following:

a. The method for admission to a pilot charter school.

-65—
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b. The mission, purpose, innovation, and specialized focus
of the pilot charter school.

c. Performance goals and objectives in addition to those
required under section 256.7, subsection 21, by which the
school's student achievement shall be judged, the measures to
be used to assess progress, and the current baseline status
with respect to the goals.

d. Procedures for teacher evaluation and professional
development for teachers and administrators.

e. The pilot charter school governance and bylaws.

f. The financial plan for the operation of the school.

g. The educational program, instructional methodology, and
services to be offered to students.

h. The number and qualifications of teachers and
administrators to be employed.

i. The organization of the schoocl in terms of ages of
students or grades to be taught along with an estimate of the
total enrollment of the school.

j. The provision of school facilities,

k. A statement indicating how the pilot charter school
will meet the requirements of section 256F.5, subsection 1,
paragraph "a", and section 256F.5, subsection 3.

1. Assurance of the assumption of liability by the pilot
charter school.

m. The types and amounts of insurance coverage to be
obtained by the pilot charter school.

n. A plan of operation to be implemented if the state
public charter school revokes or fails to renew its contract.

©. The means, costs‘ and Elan for Eroviding transgortation
for students attending the Eilot charter school.

2. If an attendance center located within a district
submits an application to a school district, the board of
directors of the school district shall notify the applicant of
its decision to deny or approve the application within ninety
days of receiving the application. 1If the school board denies

-7-
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I 1 the application, or fails to notify the applicant of its
2 decision in a timelx manner, the failure to notigxishall be
< ey i

3 deemed a denial, and the decision of the school bocard to deqx_
L

4 approval is final and not subject to review by any court or

agency.
SE————
Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 256F.7 CONTRACT.
1. An approved pilot charter school application shall

constitute an agreement, the terms of which shall be the terms

[V~ R v - IS B - T ¥

of a four-year renewable contract between the sponsor and the
10 state board. The contract shall reflect all agreements

11 regarding the operation of the pilot charter school. The

12 terms of the contract may be revised at any time with the

13 approval of both the state board and the sponsor, whether or
14 not the stated provisions of the contract are being fulfilled.

15 The pilot charter school shall prov1de _parents ‘and gquardians

L i g

tER L T YRE B RE TRl wilbas. s + SN T

7 Of the charter school appllcatlon approved pursuant to section

L
‘16 of students enrolled in the pllOt charter school with a copy
1

L e et e L L] I TS P,
8 256F.6.

R —
19 2. The state board of education shall provide by rule for

20 the ongoing review of a sponsor's compliance with a contract
21 entered into in accordance with this chapter,

22 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 256F.8 EMPLOYMENT AND RELATED
23 MATTERS.
24 l. A charter schoecl shall employ or contract with

necessary teachers, as defined in section 272.1, who hold a
valid license with an endorsement for the type of service for
which the teacher is employed. The school may employ
necessary employees who are not required to hold teaching
licenses to perform duties other than teaching and may
contract for other services. The board of directors of the
charter school may discharge teachers and nonlicensed
employees.

2. The board of directors of the charter school also shall
4 decide matters related to the operation of the school,
5 including budgeting, curriculum, and operating procedures.

_8_.
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3. Employees of the board of directors of a charter school
may, if otherwise eligible, organize under chapter 20 and
comply with the provisions of chapter 20 as if the board of
directors did not operate under a charter. The board of
directors of a charter school is a public employer, for the
purposes of chapter 20, upon formation of one or more
bargaining units at the school. Bargaining units at the
school shall be separate from any other units within the
sponsoring district, except that bargaining units may remain
part of the appropriate unit within the sponsoring district if
the employees of the school, the board of directors of the
school, the exclusive representative of the appropriate unit
in the sponsoring district, and the school board of the
sponsoring district agree to include the employees in the
appropriate unit of the sponsoring district.

4, Teachers in a charter school shall be public school
teachers for the purposes of retirement under chapter 97B.

5. Each school district shall be required to grant a leave
of absence to any teacher in the school district requesting
such leave in order to teach in a pilot charter school. A
teacher may request a leave of absence for up to two years.
While on leave, the teacher shall retain the teacher's
seniority. At the end of the second year, the teacher may
either return to the teacher's former school district or, if
the teacher chooses, may continue teaching at the pilot
charter school and resign from the school district position.

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 256F.9 PROCEDURES FOR REVOCATION OR
NONRENEWAL OF CONTRACT.

1. A contract for the establishment of a state public

pilot charter school may be revoked by the state bocard or the
sponsor that established the pilot charter school if the
appropriate board determines that one or more of the following
occurred:

a. Failure of the sponsor to abide by and meet the
educational goals set forth in the contract.
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b. Failure of the sponsor to comply with all applicable
law.

c. Failure of the sponsor to meet generally accepted
public sector accounting principles.

d. The existence of cone or more other grounds for
revocation as specified in the contract.

2. The decision by a sponsor to revoke or to fail to take
action to renew a pilot charter school contract is subject to
appeal under section 290.1. A sponsor considering revocation
or nonrenewal of a charter school contract shall notify the
school district in which the charter school is located, the
parents or legal guardians of the students enrolled in the
charter school, and the teachers employed by the charter
school, sixty days prior to revoking or the date by which the
contract must be renewed, but not later than the last day of
classes in the school year.

3. If the state board determines that a charter school
board is in substantial violation of the terms of the
contract, the state board shall assume temporary oversight
authority, operational authority, or both oversight and
operational authority, and notify the charter school board of
its intention to revoke the contract at least sixty days prior
to revoking a contract. The notice shall state the grounds
for the proposed action in writing and in reasonable detail.
The sponsor or charter school board may request in writing an
informal hearing before the state board within fourteen days
of receiving notice of revocation of the contract. Upon
receiving a timely written request for a hearing, the state
board shall give reasonable notice to the sponsor of the
hearing date. The state board shall conduct an informal
hearing before taking final action. The state board shall
take final action to revoke or approve continuation of a
contract by the last day of classes in the school year. If
the final action to revoke a contract under this section
occurs prior to the last day of classes in the school year, a

~-10-
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pilot charter school student may enroll in the resident
district or another district as provided in section 256F.10,
subsection 2,

4. The decision of the state board toc revoke a contract
under this section is solely within the discretion of the
state board and is final,

5. A sponsor revoking a contract or a sponsor that fails
to renew a contract under this chapter is not liable for that
action to the pilot charter school, a student enrolled in the
pilot charter school or the student's parent or guardian, or
any other person.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 256F.10 PROCEDURES AFTER
REVOCATION -- STUDENT ENROLLMENT.

1. If the contract for a pilot charter school district is

revoked in accordance with section 256F.9, the state board
shall merge the territory of the charter school district with
one or more contiguous school districts at the end of the
charter school year. Division of assets and liabilities of
the charter school district shall be as provided in sections
275.29 through 275.31. Until the merger is completed, and
subject to a decision by the state board of education, the
pilot charter school district shall pay tuition for its
resident students to an accredited school district under
section 282.24. However, in lieu of merger and payment of
tuition by a pilot charter school district, the state board
may place the district under receivership for the remainder of
the school year or until the district meets the accreditation
requirements of section 256.11 or the terms of the contract
entered into pursuant to section 256F.7. The receivership
shall be under the direct supervision and authority of the
director of the department of education. The decision of
whether to merge the school district and require payment of
tuition for the charter school district's students or to place
the district under receivership shall be based upon a
determination by the state board of the best interests of the
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students, parents, residents of the community, teachers,
administrators, and board members of the district and the
recommendations of the director of the department of
education. If the state board revokes a contract, the
revocation shall take effect on the date established by the
resolution of the state board, which shall be no later than
the end of the school year in which the contract is revoked.

2. If a pilot charter school contract is revoked in
accordance with this chapter, a student who attended the
school, siblings of the student, or another student who
resides in the same place as the student may enroll in the
resident district or may submit an application to a
nonresident district according to section 282.18 at any time.
Applications and notices required by section 282.18 shall be
processed and provided in a prompt manner. The application
and notice deadlines in section 282,18 do not apply under
these circumstances.

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 256F.11 TRANSPORTATION.

1. By July 1 of each year, a charter school shall notify
the district in which the school is located and the department

if it will provide transportation for students enrolled at the
school for the fiscal year.

2. If a charter school elects to provide transportation
for students, the transportation shall be provided by the
charter school within the district in which the charter school
is located. The state shall pay transportation aid to the
charter school according to section 285.1.

3. For students who reside outside the district in which
the charter school 1s located, the charter school is not
required to provide or pay for transportation between the
student's residence and the border of the district in which
the charter school is located. A parent may be reimbursed by
the charter school for costs of transportation from the
student's residence to the border of the district in which the
charter school is located if the student is from a family
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whose income is at or below the poverty level, as defined by

the most recently revised poverty income guidelines published
by the United States department of health and human services.
The reimbursement shall be in the manner provided in section

285.3 for parental reimbursement for nonpublic school student
transportation.

4. At the time a student enrolls in a charter school, the
charter school shall provide the parent or guardian with
information regarding transportation.

5. If a charter school does not elect to provide
transportation, transportation for students enrolled at the
school shall be provided by the district in which the school
is located, in the manner provided in section 285.1,
subsection 15, for a student residing in the same district in
which a nonpublic school designated for attendance is located.
Transportation may be provided by the district in which the
charter school is located for a student residing in a
different district, in the same manner provided for in section
285.1, subsection 16, for students whose nonpublic school

designated for attendance is located outside the boundary line
of the school district of the student's residence.

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 256F.12 LEASED SPACE.

A charter school may lease space from a school board

eligible to be a sponsor or other public or private nonprofit,
nonsectarian organization., If a charter school is unable to
lease appropriate space from an eligible school board or other
public or private nonprofit, nonsectarian organization, the
school may lease space from another nonsectarian organization
if the department, in consultation with the department of
management, approves the lease. If the school is unable to
lease appropriate space from public or private nonsectarijan
organizations, the school may lease space from a sectarian
organization if the leased space is constructed as a school
facility and the department, in consultation with the
department of management, approves the lease.

-13-
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Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 256F.13 GENERAL AUTHORITY.
The board of directors of a charter school may sue and be

sued.
Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 256F.14 IMMUNITY.
The board of directors of the charter school shall obtain

at least the amount of and types of insurance required by the
contract, according to section 256F.7.

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 256F.15 INITIAL COSTS.

A sponsor may authorize a charter school before the

applicant has secured its space, equipment, facilities, and
personnel if the applicant indicates the authority is
necessary for it to raise working capital. A sponsor shall
not authorize a school before the state board has approved the

authorization,
Sec., 16. NEW SECTION. 256F.16 STATE SCHOOL FQOUNDATION
AID FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL.

l. A student enrolled in a charter school shall be
counted, for state school foundation aid purposes, in the
student's district of residence. A student's residence, for
purposes of this section, shall be as established under
section 282.1. The board of directors of the district of
residence shall pay to the charter school, on a timely basis,
the district cost per pupil, or the charter school's cost per
pupil as determined by the department based upon information
supplied by the charter school, whichever is lowest, plus any
moneys received for the student as a result of non-English-
speaking weighting under section 280.4, subsection 3, and any
moneys available to the district for each child attending the

pilot charter school who requires special education, by

A A o SR —

application of the special education welghtlng plan in sectlon

L
31 256B. 9‘ for each school year. The district of residence shall

32
33
34

5

also transmit the phase III moneys allocated to the district
for the full-time equivalent attendance of the student to the
charter school.

2. If a parent or guardian of a child enrolled in a

...14_
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charter school under this chapter moves to a different school
district during the course of either district's academic year,

the child's first district of residence shall be responsible
for payment of the cost per pupil plus weightings or special
education costs to the charter school for the balance of the
school year in which the move took place. The new district of
residence shall be responsible for the payments during the
succeeding years.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 256F.17 AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURES.

A charter school is a public school for purposes of section
257.7.

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 256F.18 EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION.

A pilot charter school is exempt from all state taxation on

its earnings and property. Instruments of conveyance to or
from a pilot charter school are exempt from all state

l6 taxation. Except as Erovided in section 256F.5, subsection 1,

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

paragraph "f", a pilot charter school shall not levy taxes or
£ ™ P P T T =S T

issue bonds for any purpose. “The operation of a pilot charter

school and oversight of a pilot charter school by a school
district shall not affect the ability of the school district
to levy taxes in accordance with any applicable statute.

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 256F.19 OTHER AID -- INTERESTS IN
PROPERTY.

A pilot charter school may acquire by purchase, gift,

devise, lease, sublease, installment purchase agreement, land
contract, option, or by any other means, hold and own in its
own name buildings and other property for school purposes and
other interests, including, but not limited to, interests in
property subject to mortgages, security interests, or other
liens, necessary or convenient to fulfill its purposes. For
the purposes of condemnation, a pilot charter school may
proceed under chapter 6B or any other applicable statutes, but
only with the express, written permission of the authorizing
body in each instance of condemnation and only after just
compensation has been determined and paid.

-15-
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Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 256F.20 DISSEMINATE INFORMATION.
The sponsor, the operators, and the department shall

disseminate information to the public on how to organize and
operate a charter school and how to utilize the offerings of a
charter school., Particular groups to be targeted include low-
income families and communities and students of color.

Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 256F.21 REPORTS.

1. A pilot charter school shall report at least annually

to its sponsor and the state board the information required by
the sponsor or the state board. The reports are public
records subject to chapter 22.

2. Notwithstanding section 256F.4, subsection 1, not later
than December 1, 2003, and annually thereafter, the state
board shall submit a comprehensive report, with findings and
recommendations, to the senate and house standing committees
on education. The report shall evaluate pilot charter school
programs generally, including but not limited to, an
evaluation of whether the pilot programs are fulfilling the
purposes set forth in section 256F.5, subsection 1. The
report also shall contain, for each pilot charter school, a
copy of the pilot charter school's mission statement,
attendance statistics and dropout rate, aggregate assessment
test scores, projections of financial stability, and number of
and comments on supervisory visits by the department of
education.

Sec. 22. EMERGENCY RULES. The state board of education
may adopt emergency rules under section 17A.4, subsection 2,
and section 17A.5, subsection 2, paragraph "b", to implement
this Act and the rules shall be effective immediately upon
filing unless a later date is specified in the rules. Any
rules adopted in accordance with this section shall also be
published as a notice of intended action as provided in
section 17A.4.

Sec. 23. CONDITIONAL EFFECTIVENESS Sectlon 256F.5,

e T IS

Lo
subsection 1, paragraph "J“, as enacted in thlS Act, takes
e s T S e et L oo = = ]

_16_
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 10, 2001 Page 6

‘ SENATE FILE 348
H-1450

1

47
o
49

50
H-1450 . -1-

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 1, line 24, by inserting after the word
"school" the following: ", or a state public charter
school district as the context indicates,".

2. Page 2, by striking lines 7 and 8 and
inserting the following: "256F.5. The state board
shall approve not more than ten pilot charter school
applications, of which not more than two shall be
applications for the conversion of public school
districts to pilot charter school districts. The
state board shall".

3. Page 2, line 13, by striking the words
"charter school" and inserting the following: "pilot
charter school district".

4. Page 2, line 15, by inserting after the word
"purpose." the following: "However, the application
for approval of a pilot charter school district
required in accordance with section 256F.6 shall be
substantially complete and accurate and shall be made
available to the public prior to submitting to the
voters of the school district the guestion of whether
to operate the entire school district as a state
public pilot charter school district."

5. Page 2, line 17, by inserting after the word
"approval" the following: "or disapproval".

6. Page 2, line 34, by inserting before the word
"charter" the following: "pilot".

7. Page 3, by striking lines 12 and 13, and
inserting the following: "instruction under a
contract with an area education agency, and all
parents and guardians of children enrolled in the

school™.
8. Page 3, by striking line 16, and inserting the

following: "school's board of directors. The

meetings and the records of the board of". |
9. Page 3, line 27, by inserting before the word

"charter" the following: “pilot".
10. Page 3, line 30, by inserting before the word .

"charter" the following: "pilot™. ;
11. Page 3, by striking lines 32 through 34, and

inserting the following: T"approval. If the school

board denies the application, the sponsor may appeal

the school board's decision to the state board. The
decision of the state board is final and not subject
to review by any court. A school board seeking to".

12. Page 4, line 3, by inserting before the word

"charter"”" the following: "pilot".
13. Page 4, line 9, by striking the word "school"
and inserting the following: "pilot charter school”.




HQUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 10, 2001 Page 7

H-1450

Page 2
1 4. Page 4, line 16, by inserting before the word

49
50

"charter"” the fcllowing: “pllot"™,

15. Page 5, line 13, by inserting after the words
“a charter." the following: "A pilot charter school
district shall not exceed the levy limits or purposes
for the levies established or bonds issued."

16. Page 5, by striking line 24 and inserting the
following: “"chapter 256B. However, a child requiring
special education shall not be enrolled in the pilot
charter school unless the pilot charter school is able
to provide the appropriate special education program
for that student in accordance with rules adopted by
the department. The school district of residence and
the pilot charter school shall Jjointly determine
whether the pilot charter school's special education
program is appropriate for the student. If the
appropriateness of the special education program in
the resident district is questioned by the parent, the
parent may obtalin a review in accordance with section
256B.6. If the appropriateness of the special
education program in the pilot charter school is at
issue, the final determination of the appropriateness
of a special education program shall be the
responsibility of the director of special education of
the area education agency in which the pilot charter
school is located, based upon the decision of a
diagnostic-education team from the pilot charter
school that shall include a representative from the
resident district which has the authority to commit

district resources. The school district of residence
shall".

17. Page 5, line 25, by striking the word
"state".

18. Page 5, line 27, by striking the word
"extraordinary" and inserting the following:
"excess".

19. Page 7, line 12, by inserting after the word
“program" the following: ™and curriculum”.

20. Page 8, line 24, by inserting before the word
"charter” the following: “pilot". '

21. Page 8, line 33, by inserting before the word
"charter" the following: "pilot".

22. Page 9, line 1, by inserting before the word
"charter" the following: ‘“pilot™".

23. Page 9, by striking lines 1% and 17 and
inserting the following:

"4, Individuals employed by a pilot charter school

shall be public school employees for purposes of

retirement under chapter 97B." .
24, Page 10, line 17, by inserting before the

H-1450 -2-
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H-1450
Page 3
1 word "charter" the following: '"pilot".
2 25. Page 10, line 33, by inserting after the word
3 "year." the following: "Final action to revoke a
4 contract shall be taken in a manner least disruptive
5 to students enrolled in the pilot charter school."
6 26. Page 12, line 19, by inserting before the
7 word "charter"™ the following: "pilot".
8  27. By striking page 12, line 23 through page 13,
9 line 21, and inserting the following:
10 "2. If the pilot charter school does not elect to
11 provide transportation for students enrolled at the
12 pilot charter school, the school district in which the
.13 pilot charter school is located shall provide
14 transportation to resident students enrolled in the
15 pilot charter school who are eligible for
16 transportation in accordance with section 285.1. The
17 pilot charter school shall pay the school district for l
18 transportation services provided pursuant to this
19 subsection in an amount that shall not exceed the
20 district average cost per student transported."”

21 28. Page 13, line 23, by inserting before the
22 word "charter"™ the following: "pilot".
23 29. Page 14, line 2, by inserting before the word z
24 "charter" the following: '"pilot".
25 30. Page 14, line 5, by inserting before the word

‘26 "charter" the following: "pilot". '
27 31. Page 14, line 9, by inserting before the word -
28 "charter" the following: ‘"pilot".
29 32. Page 14, line 17, by inserting before the
30 word "charter" the following: '"pilot".
31 33. Page 15, line 1, by inserting before the word _
32 "charter" the following: '"pilot". =
33 34. Page 15, line 10, by inserting before the
34 word "charter" the following: "pilot™".
35 35. Page 16, by inserting after line 25, the J
36 following:
37 "Sec. . Section 257.31, subsection 5, paragraph T
38 d, is amended to read as follows: :
39 d. The closing of a nonpublic school, wholly or in
40 part, or the opening or closing of a pilot charter
41 school."
42 36. Page 17, line 1, by inserting after the
43 figure "476" the following: "or House File 672".

By COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
GRUNDBERG of Polk, Chairperson

H-1450 FILED APRIL 9, 2001

w /A0
3642
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SENATE FILE 348

H-1490
1 Amend the amendment, H-1450, to Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 follows:
4 1. Page 2, by striking lines 7 through 33 and
5 inserting the following:
6 " Page S5, by striking lines 24 and 25 and
7 inserting the following: "chapter 256B. The school
8 district of residence may pay to the pilot charter
9 school the difference between the moneys™."
i0 2. By renumbering as necessary.
By STEVENS of Dickinson
H-1490 FILED APRIL 11, 2001
o/
3fec/02
r oA SENATE FILE 348
-1491
1 Amend the amendment, H-1450, to Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 follows:
4 1. Page 2, by striking lines 7 through 31.
5 2. By renumbering as necessary.

H-1491 FILED APRIL 11, 2001
8.7/0
3

8-1492L

W~ bW

#-1482 FILED APRIL 11, 2001
_—‘_29/# _3_&4,-03.(9.#?0) o

By STEVENS of Dickinson

‘% ¢ /0
/ por¥) SENATE FILE 348

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 5, line 3, by inserting after the word
"years."” the following: "Notwithstanding sections
282.1 and 282.24, a pilot charter school may charge a
student who is not a resident of Iowa tuition and
fees, but shall not include the student in the pilot
charter school's enrcllment for state school
foundation aid purposes.”

By STEVENS of Dickinson

SENATE FILE 348

H-1495

1

2
3
4
5
6
5
8
9

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 7, line 13, by irserting after the word
"students." the following: "If a pilot charter school
chooses not to comply with all of the provisions of
statute or administrative rule, in accordance with
section 256F.5, subsection 1, the pilot charter school
shall provide a statement indicating “he provisions
with which the pilot charter school does not comply.”

By MASCHER of Johnson

H-149 FILED APRIL 12, 2001

o/ 7.26-02
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SENATE FILE 348

H-1496
. Z Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passec, and
¢ reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. pPage 3, by striking iines 19 through 22.
By WINCKLER of Sceotc
B-1496 FILED AFRIL 12, 2001

/e
3/t /6
SENATE FILE 348
H-1497
1 Amend the amendment, H-1450, to Senate File 348, as

2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 follows:

4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 41 through 46.
5 2. By rerumbering as necessary.

By WINCKLER of Scott

H-1457 FILED APRIL 12, 2901

e/0

3/aé /e a

P-774) SENATE FILE 348

-1498
g Amend the amendment, H-145C, to Senate File 348, as
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 3, line 20, by striking the words

"district average" and inserting the following:
"actuai".

Y LN 0 BN

By FREVERT cof Palo Alto
H-14%98 TFILED APRIL 12, 2001
o/

3/2¢ /02
(/‘”’Q SENATE FILE 348
H-1499
1 Anmend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and

2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

3 1. Page 11, by inserting after line 11 the

4 follewing:

5 " . If the state board revokes the contract of a
6 pilot charter school contract in accordance with this
7

8

S

section, the state of Iowa shall assume all of the
outstanding obligations of the pilot charter school
and be liakle for and recognize, assume, and carry out
10 all valid contracts and ckligations of the pilot
.. charter schocl, unless expressly prohibited by Article
12 VII, secticn 1, of the Constituticn of the State cf
13 Iowa."
14 2. By renumbering as necessary.
By MASCHER of Johnson
H-1499 FILED APRIL 12, 2001

® .

3/20/02-
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SENATE FILE 348

H-1500
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16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted oy the Serate, as follows:

: Paze 8, line 32, by inserting af-er the word
"empioyees." the following: "However, the procedure
for discharge of a teacher shall be as provided in
secticns 279.1% through 279.19, and 278.27."

2. Page 9, by strikirg lines 5 through 7, and
inserting the fcllowing: “"directcrs of a charter
school is a public empioyer for the purpcses of
chapter 20. The collective bargairing agreement of
~he district in which the pilot charter schcol 1is
located shalli serve as the base agreement and the
emplcyees cf the pilot charter school shall
automatically be accreted to the bargaining unit of
that c¢ollective bargairing agreement for purposes of
regetiating the contracts for the pilct charter
schocl's inizial year of operation witkout further
actlon by the public employment relations board. The
pilot charter school board, using the base agreement
as its exlsting contract, shall bargain with tlre
employees of the pllot charter school for the pilot
charter scnecol's initial school year unless a
bargainring agreement was already concluded by the
schocl district ard 1ts employees for that school
year. After the pilot charter school's initial year
of operation, the bargaining units at the".

By MASCHER of Johnson

H-1500 FITLED APRIL 12, 2001
o/o
gﬂhb/b?—

SENATE FILE 348

H-1501

WO Q@ ~J O N N

=0

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 17, by inserting after line 1 the
following:

"Sec. ___ . CONTINGENT EFFECTIVENESS. This Act is
effective contingent upon an appropriation by the
Seventy-ninth General Assembly, Flrst Sessicn, for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2001, to the department
of education in an amount sufficient to administer the
piiot charter school program as set forth by this
Act."

2. Title page, line 2, by striking the words "a
cenditional effective date" and inserting the
fcllowing: "conditicnal and contingent
effectiveness".

3. By renumbering as necessary.

By WINCKLER of Scott

H-1501 FILED APRIL 12, 2001

o0
326/ 0>

Page




. H-1502
amended, passed,

HOUSE CLIP SHEZET APRIL 13, 2001

SENATE FILE 348

Amend the amendment, H-1450, to Senate File 348, as

ard reprinted by the Senate, as
fcllows:

1. Page 1, by striking lines 3 through 5.

2. Pace 1, by striking lines 9 through 11 and
inserting the follewing: “appiications. The".

3. Page 1, by striking lines 13 through 26 and
inserting the following:

" . Page 2, by striking lines 1l through 26."

4. Page 2, by striking lines 3 through 6 and
inserting the following:

" . Page 5, by striking lines 10 through 17 and
inserting the following: "294Aa, as if it did not
operate under a charter."

L Page 5, by striking lines 19 through 21 and
inserting the following: "that existed prior to its
becoming a pllot charter schocl. The enrsllment of
the pilot charter school shall be calculated and
submitted as provided in"."

5. Page 3, by striking lines 2 through 5 and
inserting the following:

" By striking page 10, line 33 through page
11, Zine 3 and inserting the following: '"contract by
the last day of classes in the school year. Final
action to revoke a contract shall be taken in a manner
least disruptive to students enrolled in the pilot
charter school.

_ If a pilot charter school contract is revoked
in accordance with this chapter, a student who
attended the school, siblings ¢f the student, or
another student who resides in the same place as the
student may enrcll in the resident district or may
submit an application to a nonresident district
according to section 282.18 at any time. Applications
and notices required by section 282.18 shall be
processed and provided in a prompt manner. The
application and notice deadlines in section 282.18 do
not apply under these circumstances.”

_ By striking page 11, line 12 through page
12, line 17."

6. Page 3, by inserting after line 34 the
following:
" Page 15, lines 16 and 17, by striking the

words and figures "Except as provided 1n section
256F .5, subsection 1, paragraph "f", a" and inserting
the following: "A"."
7. By renumbering as necessary.
By LENSING of Johnscn

H-1502 FILED APRIL 12, 2001

ik

(7 97%)

Page 5
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SENATE FILE 348
H-1503

armcnd the amendment, H-1453C, to Sernate File 348, as
amended, Passed, &and reprinted by the Senate, &s
follows:
Page 1, by strikirng lines & through 2.
By renumberirg as necessary.
By GREIMANN of Story

N =

N s G

S
FA

H~-1503 FILED APRII 12, 2001

o/ o
Bke/0 2
(’p'?ﬂ/) SENATE FILE 348
H-1504
i Amend the amendment, H-1450, tc Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted bty the Senate, as
3 follows:
4 1. age 1, line 21, by inserting after the word
5 "puklic" the following: "at a public hearing hela
& ninety gdays".

. By _ENSING of Johnson
H-1504 FILED APRIL 12, 20C1

/6
3/a6/03
(K 224 SENATE FILE 348

H-1505
1 Anend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 2, line 18, by strikirg the words "a
4 majority" anc inserting the following: "at least
5 sixty percent™.

By GREIMANN of Story
H-1505 FILED APRIL 12, 2001
o/
3/26/0 2
SENATE FILE 348
H-1506
Amend the amendment, H-1450, to Senate File 348, as
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
follows:
1. Page 1, by striking lines 3 through 5 and
inserting the fcllowing:
' Page 1, by inserting after line 24 the
following:
" "Pilot charter school district'" means a
state public pilot charter school district operated as
10 a pilot charter school program urless the context
11 otherwise reguires.""
12 2. By renumbering as necessary.
By BUKTA of Clinton

WO o~ Wk

H-1506 FILED APRIL 12, 2001
8 /o
5/74/6}
(p. 179)
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’ ? AOUSE CLI? SHEET APRIZL 13, 2001 Page
SENATE FILE 348

H-1507

Amend the amenament, H-1453, to Senate File 348, as
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Serate, as
follows:

1. Page 1, by striking lines 29 through 33 and
inserting the following:

" . Page 3, by striking lines 10 through 13,
and I;gerting the following: ‘“manner after the schcol
begins operating. The registered voters of the scrocl
district in which the pilot charter school is

located" . "

C W -Gy WwN =

—

By BUKTA cof Clinton
H-1507 FILED APRIL 12, 2001
0/6
3454 /0.2
(/-?70 SENATE FILE 348
H-1508

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as fcliows:

1. Page 5, by striking line 8 and inserting the
following:

"f. Receive state or federal moneys or be eligikle
to receive state or federal™,

2. Page Y5, line 9, by inserting after the figure
“257," the following: "283A7,".

3. Page b, by inserting after line 7 the
following:

"k. Be subiject to and comply with chapter 283A
relating to school meal programs as if it did not
operate under a charter.”

4. By renumbering as necessary.

By GREIMANN of Story

WP OWe o b W N

[

H-1508 FILED APRIL 12, 2001
/o

s /o2
H-1509

SENATE FILE 348

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 9, by inserting after line 26 the
foliowing:

"Sec. . NEW SECTION. 256F.8A ENROLLMENT
NOTIFICATION.

By January 1 of the preceding school year, the
parent or guardian shall send notificaticn to the
district of residence, on forms prescribed by the
department of education, that the parent or guardian
intends to enroll the parent's or guardian's child in
a pilot charter schoocl. A parent or guardian is
exempt from this requirement if the parent can show
good cause, as defined in section 282.18, for failure
to make notification in accordance with this section.'
16 2. By renumbering as necessary.

By MASCHER of Johnson
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H-150%9 °FILED APRIL 12, 2001
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SENATE FILE 348

H-1521

1 Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and

2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

3 1. Page 14, line 12, by inserting after the word

4 “capital." the following: "However, the sponsor of

5 the pilot charter school shall be responsible for the

6 initial costs of establishing the pilot charter

7 school."”

By WINCKLER of Scott

H-1521 FILED APRIL 16, 2001

ofo
2l26/6
SENATE FILE 348

H-1523

1 amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and

2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

3 1. Page 1, line 35, by striking the figure "2001"

4 and inserting the following: "2002".

By MASCHER of Johnson
H-1523 FILED APRIL 16, 2001

©/0
3b6/02

H-1529
1 Amend Sernate File 348, as amended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 2, line 35, by striking the words "full-
4
5

SENATE FILE 348

time teachers" and inserting the following:
"individuals employed".
By BUKTA of Clinton
H-1529 FILED APRIL 16, 2001

g/;o/oz

H-1530
1 Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 10, by inserting after line 6, the
4 following: '
5 " . In the fifth year of a pilot charter
b
7
8
8

SENATE FILE 348

school's operation, the state board shall determine
whether the pilot charter school meets the goals and
objectives that the school district in which the pilot
charter school is located has established in
10 accordance to section 256.7, subsection 21.
11 Notwithstanding subsection 1, if the pilot charter
12 school does not meet these goals and objectives, the
13 state board shall revoke the pilot charter school's
14 contract at the end of that school year."
15 2. By renumbering as necessary.
By MASCHER of Jchnson
H-1530 FILED APRIL 16, 2001
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H-1520
1 Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 6, line 11, by inserting after the word
4 "disability," the following: “"proficiency in English,
5 status as a homeless person, economic status,”
By WINCKLER of Scott

H-1520 FILED APRIL 16, 2001

&/0
.3,@6/0 2
SENATE FILE 348
H-1538
1 Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and

2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 6, line 22, by inserting after the word
4 "lot." the following: "However, a pilot charter
5 school district shall enroll all eligible resident
6 students, regardless of capacity."”
By COHOON of Des Moines
H-1535 FILED APRIL 16, 2001

/0
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SENATE FILE 348
H-1536

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 10, by inserting after line 6, the
following:

" . In the fifth year of a pilot charter
‘school's operation, the state board shall assess the
progress made by the pilot charter school against the
student achievement baseline measurements established
in the first year of the pilot charter school's
operation. Notwithstanding subsection 1, if the state
11 board assessment fails to find evidence of adequate
12 academic progress, the state board shall revoke the
13 pilot charter schcool's contract at the end of that
14 school year."

15 2. By renumbering as necessary.
By MASCHER of Johnson

p—
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SENATE FILE 348

H-1532
1 Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 1, line 13, by inserting after the worc
4 "site" the following: "and to be more inveolved in the
5 direct management oI the school.
6 7. Increase parental involvement.
7 8. Increase student access to advanced placement
8 courses and talented and gif:ted programs."
9 2. By renumbering as necessary.

By FREVERT of Palo Alto
H-1532 ILED APRIL 16, 200:

Oﬂﬁ.aéb/oﬂ/

SENATE FILE 348
H-1533

Amend the amendment, H-1450, to Senate File 348, as
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 3, by striking lines 42 and 43, and
inserting the Zollowing:

“ . Page 17, by striking line 1 and inserting
the following: "effect only if 2001 Iowa Acts, Senate
File 476 or House File 672 is enacted, and if the
general assembly appropriates not less than $40
20 million for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2001,

11 and ending June 30, 2002, for the purpose of funding
12 the implementation of Senate File 476 or House File
13 672.7""

WO oo~ b bwh

By MASCHER of Johnson
H-1533 FILED APRIL 16, 2001

0/0
3fe6/02
¢-474) SENATE FILE 348
H-1534
1 Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 6, by inserting after line 7 the
4 following:
5 "k. Be subject to and comply with the policies

6 adopted by the school board of the school district in
7 which the pilot charter school 1s located."”
8 2. By rerumbering as necessary.

By RICHARDSON of Warren

H-1534 FILED APRIL 16, 2001
0/0

3/36[67




. Page 4

H-8206

1
2

—
OO I 0 ds W

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

o
23
24
25
26
21
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

§ 46
47
48

49
50

HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 8, 2002

SENATE FILE 348

Amend Senate File 348, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. By striking everything after the enacting
clause and inserting the following:

"Section 1. NEW SECTION. 256F.1 AUTHORIZATICN
AND PURPOSE.

1. Charter schools shall be part of the state's
program of public education.

2. A charter school may be established by creating
a new school within an existing public school or
converting an existing public school to charter
status.

2. The purpose of a charter school established
pursuant to this chapter shall be to accomplish the
following:

a. Improve student learning.

b. Increase learning opportunities for students.

c. Encourage the use of different and innovative
methoas of teaching.

d. Require the measurement of learning outcomes
and create different and innovative forms c¢f measuring
ourcomes.

e. Establish new forms of accountability for
schools.

t. Create new professional opportunities for
teachers and other educators, including the
opportunity to be responsible for the learning procgram
at the school site.

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 256F.2 DEFINITIONS.

1. "Advisory council" means a council appointed by
the school board of directors of a charter school
pursuant to section 256F.5, subsection 4.

2. "Attendance center" means a public school
building that contains classrooms used for
instructional purposes for elementary, middle, or
secondary school students.

3. "Charter school" means a state public charter
school operated as a pilot program.

4. ‘"Department" means the department of education.

5. "School becard" means a board of directors

regularly elected by the registered voters of a school
district.

6. "State board" means the state board of
educaticn.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 256F.3 PILOT PROGRAM --
APPLICATION,

1. Commencing with the school year beginning July
1, 2002, the state board of education shall initiate a

pilot program to test the effectiveness of charter
schools.

H-8206 -1-
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2. To receive approval to establish a charter
school in accordance with this chapter, the principal,
teachers, or parents of students at an existing public
school shall submit an application to the school board
to convert an exlsting attendance center to a charter
school. An attendance center shall not enter into a
charter school contract with a school district under
this chapter unless the attendance center is located
within the school district. The application shall
demonstrate the support of at least fifty percent of
the teachers employed at the school and fifty percernrt
ot the parents voting whose children are enrolled at
the schocl, provided that a majority of the parents
eligible to vote participate in the ballot prccess,
according to procedures established by rules of the
state board.

3. A school board shail receive and review all
applications for a charter school. Applications
received on or before October 1 of a calendar year
shall be considered for charter schools to ke
established at the begirning of the school district's
rext school year or at a time agreed to by the
applicant and the school board. However, a school
board may receive and consider applications after
October 1 at its discretion.

4. A school board shall by a majority vote approve
or deny an application no later than sixty calendar
days atfter the application is received. A school
board that denies an application for a conversion to a
charter school shall provide notice of denial to the
applicant in writing within thirty days after board
action. The notice shall specify the exact reasons
for denial and provide documentation supporting those
reascns.

5. An applicant may appeal school board denial of
the applicant's charter school application to the
state board in accordance with the procedures set
forth in chapter 290. The state board shall affirm,
modify, or reverse the school becard's decision on the
basis of the information provided in the application
indicating the ability or willingness of the proposed
charter school to meet the requirements of section
256F .1, subsection 2, and section 25S6F.4.

6. Upon approval of an application for the
proposed establishment 0f a charter school, the school
board shall submit an application for approval to
establish the charter school to the state board in
accordance with section 256F.5. The state board shall
approve only those applications that meet the
requirements specified in section 256F.1, subsecticn

H-8206 -2-
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3, and section 256F.4. The state board shall approve
not more than ten charter school applications. The
state board shall adeopt rules in accordance with
chapter 17A for the implementation of this chapter.

7. 1If federal rules or regulatiocns relating to the
distribution or utilization of federal funds allocated
to the department pursuant to this section are adopted
that are inconsistent with the provisions of this
chapter, the state board shall adopt rules to comply
with the requirements of the federal rules or
regulations.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 256F.4 GENERAL OPERATING
REQUIREMENTS.

1. Within fifteen days after approval of a charter
school application submitted in accordance wtith
section 256F.3, subsection 2, a schocl board shall
report to the department the name of the charter
school applicant entry, the proposed charter school
location, and its projected enrollment. In order to
facilitate an accurate budget projection process, a
school board shall receive funds for students who are
not included in the third Friday in September
enrollment report due to approvalil of charter school
applications after the actual enrollment 1is
determined. The department of management shall adjust
the enrollment of the school district to reflect this
intent .

2. Although a charter school may elect to comply
with one or more provisions of statute or
administrative rule, a charter school is exempt from
all statutes and rules applicable to a school, a
school board, or .a school district, except that the
charter school shall do all of the following:

a. Meet all applicable federal, state, and local
healthk and safety requirements and laws prohibiting
discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color,
sex, national origin, religion, ancestry, or
disability. A charter school shall be subject to any
court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for the
school district at the time the school's charter
application is approved.

bE. Operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligious public
school.

c. Be free of tuition and application fees to Iowa
resident students between the ages of five and twenty-
one years.

d. Be subject to and comply with chapters 216 and
216A relating to civil and human rights.

e. Provide special education services in
accordance with chapter 256B.

H-8206 -3-
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f. Be subject to the same financial audits, audit
procedures, and audit requirements as a school
district. The audit shall be consistent with the
requirements of sections 11.6, 11.14, 11.19, 256.9,
subsection 19, and section 279.29, except to the
extent deviations are necessary because of the prcgram
at the schocl. The department, the auditor of state,
or the legislative fiscal bureau may conduct
financial, program, or compliance audi:s.

g. Be subject to ard comply with chapter 284
relating to the student achievement and teacher
quality program. A charter schcol that complies with
chapter 284 shall receive state moneys or be eligible
to receive state moneys as provided in chapter 284 as
if it did not operate unader a charter.

h. Be subject to and comply with chapters 20 and
279 relating to contracts with and discharge of
teachers and administrators.

1. Be subject to and comply with the provisions of
chapter 285 relating to the transportation of
students.

7. Meetings of the advisory council are subject to
the provisions of chapters 21 and 22.

3. A charter school shall not discriminate in its
student admissions policies or practices on the basis
of intellectual or athletic ability, measures of
achievement or aptitude, or status as a perscn with a
disability. However, a charter school may limit
admission to students who are within a particular
range of age or grade level or on any other basis that
would be legal if iritiated by a school district.
Enrollment priority shall be given to the siblings of
students enrolled in a charter school.

4. A charter school shall enreoll an eligible
student who submits a timely application unless the
number of applications exceeds the capacity of a
program, class, grade level, or building. 1In this
case, students must be accepted by lot. A charter
school shall be subject to section 282.18 as if it did
not operate under a charter, except as provided in
this chapter.

5. A charter school shall provide 1instruction for
at least the number of days required by section
279.10, subsection 1, or shall provide at least the
equivalent number of total hours.

6. Notwithstanding subsection 2, a charter school
shall meet the requilrements of scction 256.7,
subsection 21.

7. A charter school shall be cornsidered a part of
the school district in which it is located for

H-8206 -4-




Page 8

HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 8, 2002

. H-8206

Page 5

purposes of state school foundation aid pursuant to
chapter 257.

8. A charter school may enter into contracts and
issue bonds in accordance with chapter 73A.

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 256F.5 APPLICATION --
DEFINITION.

An application to the state board for the approval
of a charter school shall include, but shall not be
limited to, a description of the following:

i. The method for admission to the charter school.

2. The mission, purpose, innovation, and
specialized focus of the charter school.

3. Performance goals and obiectives in addition to
those required under section 256.7, subsection 21, by
which the scheceol's student achievement shall be
judged, the measures to be used to assess progress,
and the current paseline status with respect to the
goals.

4. The method for appointing or forming an
advisory councii for the charter school.

5. Procedures for teacher evaluation and
professional development for teachers and
administrators.

6. The charter school governance and bylaws.

7. The financial plan for the operation of the
school.

8. The educational program and curriculum,
instructional methodclogy, and services to be offered
to students.

9. The number and qualificaticns of teachers and
administrators to be employed.

10. The organization of the school in terms of
ages of students or grades to be taught along with an
estimate of the total enrollment of the school.

1i. The provision of school facilities.

12. A statement indicating how the charter school
will meet the requirements of section 256F.1,
subsection 3; section 256F.4, subsection 2, paragraph
"a"; and section 256F.4, subsection 3.

13. Assurance of the assumption of liability by
the charter school.

14. The types and amounts of insurance coverage to
be obtained by the charter school.

15. A plan of operation to be implemented if the
charter school revokes or fails to renew its contract.

16. The means, costs, and plan for providing
transportaticn for students attending the charter
school.

17. The specific statutes, administrative rules,
and school board policies with which the charter

H-B8206 -5-
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scheol deoes not internd to comply.

Sec. €. NEW SECTION. 256r.6 CONTRACT.

1. An approved charter school application shal:
constitute an agreement, the terms of which shall be
the terms of a tour-year renewable contract between
the school board and the state board. The contract
shall reflect all agreements regardirg the operation
of the charter school. The terms of the ccntract may
be revised at any time with the approval of both the
state board and the school board, whether or not the
11 stated provisions of the contract are being fulfiiled.
12 The charter school shall precvide parents and guardians
13 of students enrolled in the charter schocl with a copy
14 ot the charter schocl applicaticn approved pursuant to
15 section 256F.5.

—
O WO -G U I N

16 2. The contract shall outliine the reasons for
17 revccaticn or nonrenewa>: of the charter.
18 3. The state board of education shall provide by

19 rule fcr the ongoing review of a school board's
20 ccmpllance with a contract entered into in accordance
21 with this chapter.

22 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 256F.7 EMPLOYMENT AND
23 RZLATED MATTERS.
24 1. A charter school shall employ or contract with

25 necessary teachers and administrators, as defined 1in
26 section 272.1, who hold a valid license with an

27 endorsement for the type of scrvice for which the

28 teacher or administrator is employed.

29 2. The school board, in consultation with the

30 advisory council, shall decide matters related to the
31 operation of the school, including budgeting,

32 curriculum, and operating procedures.

33 3. Employees of a charter school shall be

34 considercd employees of the scheol district.

35 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 256F.B PROCEDURES FOR

36 REVOCATION OR NONREZNEWAL OF CONTRACT.

37 1. A contract for the estab.ishment of a charter
38 school may be revoked by the state board or the school
39 board that established the charter schocl if the

40 appropriate board determines that one or more of the
41 following occurred:

42 a. Failure of the charter school to abide by and
43 meet the provisions set forth in the contract,

44 including educaticnal goals.

45 b. Frailure cf the charter school to comply with

46 all applicable law.
47 c. Failure of the charter school to meet gererally

48 accepted public sector accecunting principles.

43 d. The existence of one or more octher grounds fcr
50 revocation as specified in the contract.

H-8206 -6-
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1 2. The decision by a school board to revoke or to
2 fail to take action to renew a charter school contract
3 is subject to appeal under procedures set forth in
4 chapter 290.

5 3. A school board considering revocation or

6 nonrenewal of a charter school contract shall notify
7 the advisory council, the parents or legal guardians
8 of the students enrolled in the charter school, and

9 the teachers and administrators employed by the

10 charter school, sixty days prior to revoking or the
11 date by which the contract must be renewed, but not
12 later than the last day of classes in the school year.
13 4, If the state board determines that a charter
14 school is in substantial vicolation of the terms of the
15 contract, the state board shall notify the scheool
16 board and the advisory council of its intention to
17 revoke the contract at least sixty days prior to
18 revoking a contract and the school board shall assume
19 oversight authority, operational authority, or both
20 oversight and operational authority. The notice shall
21 state the grounds for the proposed action in writing
22 and in reasonable detail. The school board may
23 request in writing an informal hearing before the
24 state board within fourteen days of receiving notice
25 of revocation of the contract. Upon receiving a
26 timely written request for a hearing, the state board
27 shall give reasonable notice to the school board of
28 the hearing date. The state board shall conduct an
29 informal hearing before taking final action. The
30 state board shall take final action to revoke or
31 approve continuation of a contract by the last day of
32 classes in the school year. If the final action to
33 revoke a contract under this section occurs prior to
34 the last day of classes in the school year, a charter
35 school student may enroll in the resident district.
36 5. The decision of the state board to revoke a
37 contract under this section is solely within the
38 discretion of the state board and is final.
39 6. A school board revoking a contract or a school
40 board or advisory council that fails to renew a
41 contract under this chapter is not liable for that
42 action to the charter school, a student enrolled in
43 the charter school or the student's parent or
.44 guardian, or any other person.
45 7. In the case of a revocation or a nonrenewal of
46 the charter, the school board is exempt from the state
47 board's "Barker guidelines", as provided in 1 D.P.I.
48 App. Dec. 145 (1977).

49 Sec. 9.. NEW SECTION. 256F.9 PROCEDURES AFTER

- 50 REVOCATION —-- STUDENT ENROLLMENT.

H-8206 -7-
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if a charter school contract is revoked in
accordance with this chapter, a nonresident student
who attended the school, siblings of the student, or
another student who resides in the same place as the
student shail be determined to have shown good cause
as provided in section 282.18, subsection 16, and may
submit an application to another schocl district
according to section 782.18 at any time. App.ications
and notices required by section 282.18 shall be
processed and provided in a prompt manner. The

app:ication and notice deadlines in section 282.18 do
rot apply to a nonresident student application under
these circumstances.

Sec. 10, NEW SECTION. 256F .10 REPORTS.

1. A charter school shall report at least annually
to the school board, advisory council, and the state
board the information required by the school board,
advisory council, or the state board. The reports are

public records supject to chapter 22.

2. Not later than December 1, 2003, and annually
thereafter, the state beard shall submit a
comprehensive report, with findings and
recommendations, to the senate and house standing
committees on educat.icn. The report shall evaluate

thhe state's charter school programs generally,
including but not l!imited to, an evaluation of whether
the pilot programs are fulfilling the purposes set
forth in section 25¢F.4, subsection 2. The report
also shall contain, for each charter school, a copy of
the charter school's mission statement, attendance
statistics and dropout rate, aggregate assessment test
scores, projections of financial stability, the number
and qualifications of teachers and administrators, and
number of and comments on supervisory visits by the
department of education.

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 256F .11 FUTURE REPEAL.

This chapter is repealed effective July 1, 2010.

Sec. 12. Section 257.31, subsection 5, paragraph
d, is amended to read as follows:

d. The closing of a nonpublic schcol, wholly or 1in
part, or the opening or closing of a pbilot charter
school.

Sec. 13. Section 282.18, subsection 16, Code 2001,
is amended to read as follows:

16. For purposes of this section, "good cause"”
means a change in a child's residence due to a change
in family residence, a change in the state in which
the family residence is located, a change in a child's
parents' marital status, a guardianship proceeding,
placement in foster care, adoption, participation in a

8206 -8-
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foreign exchange program, or participatior in a
substance abuse or mental health treatment program, or
a similar set of circumstances consistent with the
definition of good cause; a change in the status of a
child's resident district, such as removal of
accreditation by the state board, surrender of
accreditation, or permanent closure of a nonpublic
school, revocation of a charter school contract as
provided in section 256F .8, the failure of
negotiations for a wholie-grade sharing,
reorganization, dissolution agreement or the rejection
of a current whole-grade sharing agreement, or
reorganizaticn plan, or a similar set of circumstances
consistent with the definition of good cause. If the
good cause relates tec a change ir status of a child’s
school district of residence, however, action by a
parent or guardian must be taken to file the
notification withir forty-five days of the last board
action or within thirty days of the certification of
the election, whichever is applicable to the
Circumstances.

Sec. 14. EXPEDITED APPLICATION PROCEDURE. The
state poard of educaticn shall develop an expedited
charter scheool application procedure for the fiscal
year begirning July 1, 2003, for purposes of receivirg
federal planning funds issued pursuant tc the federal
Elementary and Secondary Education Act cof 1965, Title
X, Part £, as codified in 20 U.5.C. ro 8061-8067.

Sec. 15. EMERGENCY RULES. The state board of
education may adopt emergency rules under section
17A.4, subsection 2, and section 17A.5%, subsection 2,
paragraph "b", to implement this Act and the rules
snall be effective immediately upon filing unless a
later date 1is specified in the rules. Anry rules
adopted 1n accordance with this section shall also be
published as a notice of intended action as provided
in section 17A.4."

2. Title page, lines 1 and 2, by striking the
following: "and providing for a conditicnpal effective
date".

By COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION,
GRUNDBERG of Polk,

Chairperson
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Amerd the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348,
amenged, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
foilows:

1. FPage line 28, by lnserting after the word
"receilved." the following: "An applicaticn approved
by a schowl board and subsegquently approved Ty the
state becard pursuant to subsectlion 6 shall ccrnstitute,
at a minimum, an agreement between the school board
and tre charter scnool for the operation oi the
charter school."

2. Page 2, line 41, by strixing the word
irserting the following: "and".

3. >Page 3, Zine 1, by strikirng the word and
figure "secticn 256F.4" and inserting the following:
"sectiong 256F .4 anc 256F.5. The state board may deny
an applicazicn if the state board deems that apprcval
of tre applicaticrn is not in the best interest of the
atfected students".

4. Page 2, line 2, by inserting after the word
"applications." the following: "The state board shall
approve not more thar one charter schocl application
per school agistrict.”

5. Page 3, by strikirg lires 19 through 27 and
inserting the fol.owing: *“lccation, and its projected
enrollmert. "

€. Page 4, line 34, by inserting after the word
"eligible" the following: ‘“resident".

7. Page 4, by strixing lines 28 through 41 &and
inserting the fcllowing: ‘"case, students must be
accepted by lot. A charter school may enroli: an
e_1gikle ncnresident student who submits a timely
application In accordance with —he student admigsion
policy established pursuant to secticn 2567.5,
subsection 1. 1f the charter school enrolls an
eligikble ronresident student, the charter school shall
notlify the scheol district and the sending distrigt
not later thar March 1 of the preceding schcol year.
Transportatior for _he student shall be in accordance
with section 282.18, subsection (0. The sending
district shall make payments to the char-er school

—~he manner reguired under section 282.18,
7 N0

as

-
Loy

or" ana

in
subsect.ion

8., Page 5, ilines 3 and 4, by striking the words
"and issue bonds".

9. Page 5, line 26, by inserting after zhe word
"schocl" the following: "including, &t & minimum, a

listing of zhe support services the school district

and the charter schocl's revenues,

and expenditures".

line 4,
_1_

will provide,
pudgets,
10,

Page &, by inserting after the word
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1 "shall” the fcllowing: ", at a minimum, .
2 11. Page &, line b, by inserting after the word
3 "four-year" the following: "enforceable,".
4 12. Page 6, by striking line 7 and inserting the
5 fcllowing: *“shall include an operating agreement for
& the operation".
7 13. Page 8, by striking lines 3 through 5 and
8 inserting the following: “who attended the school,
9 and any siblings of the student, shall be determined
10 to have shown good cause".
11 14. Page 9, by 1nserting afrer line 37, the
12 following:
13 "Sec. . CONDITIONAL EFFECTIVENESS. This Act

14 takes effect upon the department of education's
15 receipt of federal funds that are provided to the
16 department under Pub. L. No. 107-110, cited as the
17 federsl No Child Left Behind Act c<f 2001 (Title V,
18 Part BY, for purposes of providing financial
19 assistance fcr the planning, program design, and
20 initial implementation of public charter schools. The
21 department. of education shall notify the Code editor
22 upon receipt of such federal funds.""
23 15. Page 9, by striking lines 38 through 40.
24 l6. By renumbering as necessary.
By BRUNKHORST of Bremer 30AL of Polk
WISE of Lee ROBERTS of Carroll

H-8397 FILED MARCH 20, 2002
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SENATE FILE 348
H-8437 .

Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
follows:

l. Page 3, lines 2 and 3, by striking the words
"The state board shall adopt" and inserting the
following: "However, if the state board receives ten
or tewer applications as of June 30, 2003, and two or
more of the applications received by the state board
by that date are submitted by one school district, the
10 state board may approve any or all of the applications
11 submitted by the school district. The state board
12 shall adopt".

W)Ul W

By GRUNDBERG of Polk
H-8437 FILED MARCH 26, 2002
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SENATE FILE 348

H-8424

Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
follows:

l. Page 2, line 18, by inserting after the word
"for" the following: “"converting an existing building
or creating a new building for".

2. Page 2, line 48, by inserting after the figure
"256F.5." the following: "The application shall set
forth the manner in which the charter school will
comply with federal and state laws and regulations
relating to the federal National School Lunch Act and
the federal Child Nutrition Act of 1966, 42 U.S.C. ®
1751-1785, and chapter 283A."

3. Page 3, line 11, by inserting after the word
"regulations." the following: "The state board shall
identify inconsistencies between federal and state
rules and regulations as provided in this subsection
and shall submit recommendations for legislative
action to the chairpersons and ranking members of the
senate and house standing committees on education at
the next meeting of the general assembly."

4. Page 5, line 20, by inserting after the word
"scheool." the following: "The membership of an
advisory council appointed or formed in accordance
with this chapter shall not include more than one
member of the school board."

By MASCHER of Johnson
BRUNKHORST of Bremer

H-8424 FILED MARCH 25, 2002

sza41=27°2:-6 .
3/2b/oa (P shs)

SENATE FILE 348

H-8426
1 Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3-follows:

4q 1. Page 4, by inserting after line 23 the

5 following:
é *k. Provide, at a minimum, health services, media
7 services programs, or guidance programsg at a level
8 equivalent to those provided by the school district in
9 which the charter school is located.™

10 2. By renumbering as necessary.

By WINCKLER of Scott

H-8426 FILED MARCH 25, 2002
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SENATE FILE 348
H-8427
1 Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 follows:
4 1. Page 7, line 29, by inserting after the word
5 "action." the following: "Final action to revoke a
6 contract shall be taken in a manner least disruptive
7 to students enrolled in the charter school."
By LENSING of Johnson
H-8427 FILED MARCH 25, 2002

< A
3/2b/02

pre/ SENATE FILE 348
-8428
1 Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 follows:
4 1. Page 2, line 48, by inserting after the figure
5 "256F.5." the following: "In approving applications
6 submitted in accordance with this chapter, the state
7 board shall, to the extent possible, approve
8 applicaticons in a manner that is balanced and

9 representative of schools located in school districts
10 with enrollments of one thousand one hundred ninety-
11 nine students or less, in school districts with
12 enrollments of more than one thousand one hundred
13 ninety-nine students but not more than four thousand
14 seven hundred fifty students, and in school districts
15 with enrollments of more than four thousand seven
16 hundred fifty students.™"

By GREIMANN of Story
H-€428 FILED MARCH 25, 2002

T
3/ fo?
p. ﬂ@ SENATE FILE 348
H-842;
1 Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 follows: )
4 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 39, the
5 following:
6 "4A. "Pilot program" means a pilot program created
7 under this chapter that creates a new school within an
8 existing public school or cqQnverts an existing public
9 school to charter status in accordance with this
10 chapter."
11 2. By renumbering as necessary.

‘ By COHOON of Des Moines
H-8429 FILED MARCH 25, 2002
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SENATE FILE 348
.-1-8432
Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as

1
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 follows:
4 1. Page 2, line 48, by inserting after the figure
5 "256F.5." the following: "The application shall set
6 forth the manner in which the charter school will
7 provide special instruction, in accordance with
8 section 280.4, to students who are limited English
9 proficient."
By BUKTA of Clinton

H-8432 FILED MARCH 25, 2002

ﬂW
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SENATE FILE 348

H-8433
1 Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 follows:
4 1. Page 2, line 3, by inserting after the word
5 "parents" the following: "or guardians".
6 2. Page 2, line 11, by inserting after the word
7 "school" the following: "on the date of the
8 submission of the application".
9 3. Page 2, line 12, by inserting after the word
.10 "parents" the following: "or guardians”.
11 4. Page 2, line 13, by inserting after the word
12 "parents" the following: "or guardians".
13 5. Page 2, line 16, by inserting after the word
14 "board." the following: "A parent or guardian voting

15 in accordance with this subsecticon must be a resident

16 of this state."

17 6. Page 7, line 7, by striking the word "legal".
By MASCHER of Jchnson

H-8433 FILED MARCH 25, 2002
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SENATE FILE 348

H-8435
1 Amend the amendment, H-8206, to Senate File 348, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
3 fellows:
4 1. Page 2, lines 38 and 39, by striking the words
5 "affirm, modify, or reverse" and inserting the
6 following: "affirm or modify".

By MASCHER of Johnson
H-8435 FILED MARCH 26, 2002
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Legislative Fiscal Bureau
Fiscal Note

. SF 348 as Amended by H-8206 - Charter Schools Bill (LSB 1838 SV)
Analyst: Shawn Snyder (Phone: (515) 281-7799) (shawn.snyder@legis.state.ia.us})
Fiscal Note Version — SF 348 as Amended by H-8206

Description
Senate File 348 establishes a pilot charter school program in the State.

Assumptions

1. No change in enroliments in public school districts will resuit due to this Bill.

2. Ten school districts will apply to establish charter schools.

3. The United States Department of Education will approve (under their competitive grant
process) $50,000 in planning grants for each district that applied and $25,000 for technical
support to the lowa Department of Education in FY 2003 (beginning October 1, 2002).

4. The United States Department of Education will approve (under their competitive grant
process) $150,000 in implementation grants per district and $75,000 for technical support to
the lowa Department of Education in FY 2004 (beginning October 1, 2003).

5. The lowa Department of Education will require a 0.5 FTE position in FY 2003 and 1.0 FTE in
FY 2004 to complete a United States Department of Education application, develop school
district application procedures and administrative rules, and other administrative duties.

Fiscal Iimpact

The estimated FY 2003 impact is an increase in State revenues from Federal Funds of
. $525,000. However, $25,000 will be required to fund salaries for the Department of Education
and $500,000 will be distributed to school districts for charter school planning grants.

The estimated FY 2004 impact is an increase in State revenues from Federal Funds of
$1,575,000. However, $75.000 will be required to fund salaries and costs for the Department of
Education and $1,500,000 will be distributed to school districts for charter schoo!
implementation grants.

Source of Funds FY 2003 FY 2004
Revenues
Federal Funds $ 525,000 % 1.575.000
Expenditures
Departiment Salaries $ 25,000 $ 75,000
School Districts 500,000 1,500,000
Total Expenditures $ 525,000 $ 1,575,000
Net impact 3 Q $ 0
Source
Department of Education

/s Dennis C Prouty

March 25, 2002

The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to
Section 2.56, Code of lowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available
from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.
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SENATE FILE 348

Amend Senate File 348, as amended passed and

reprinted by the Senate, as follows: = '/ ‘ : ST
1. By strlklng everything after the enactlng to

clause and inserting the following: - - '

"Section 1. NEW SECTION. 256F.1 hAUTHORIZATION
AND PURPOSE.

1. Charter schools shall be part of the state's
program of public education.

2. A charter school may be established by creating
a new school within an existing public school or-
converting an existing public school to charter
status. )

3. The purpose of a charter school established
pursuant to this chapter shall be to accompllsh the
following: e R o

a. Improve student learning. =% S

b. 1Increase learning opportunities for students

c. Encourage the use of dlfferent and innovative
methods of teachlng ST

d. Require the measurement of learnlng outcomes
and create different and innovatlve forms of measurlng
outcomes. LD

e. Establish new forms of accountablllty for
schools.

f. Create new professional opportunities for
teachers and other educators, including ‘the™Hesirwens
opportunity to be responsible for the learning program
at the school site.

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 256F.2 DEFINITIONS.

1. "Advisory council" means a council appointed by
the schoocl board of directors of a charter school
pursuant to section 256F.5, subsection 4.

2. "Attendance center" means a public school
building that contains classrooms used for
instructional purposes for elementary, middle, or
secondary school students.

1.

3. "Charter school"” means a state public charter
school operated as a pilot program.

4. "Department" means the department of education.

4an. "Pilot program" means a pilot program created

-under this chapter that creates a new school within an

existing public school or converts an existing public

43 school to charter status in accordance with this

44 chapter.

45 5. "school board" means a board of directors

46 regqularly elected by the registered voters of a school
47 district.

48 6. "State bcard" means the state bocard of

49 education.

50 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 256F.3 PILOT PROGRAM --
8-5259 -1-
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Page 2
1 APPLICATION. :
2 1. Commencing with the school year beglnnlng July
3 1, 2002, the state board of education-shall initiate a
4 pilot program to test the effectivenegs of chartax
5 schools.
6 2. To receive approval to establish a charter
7 school in accordance with this chapter, the prlncipal,
8 teachers, or parents or guardians of students at an
9 existing public school shall submit an application to

50

the school board to convert an existing attendange
center to a charter school. An attendance center!
shall not enter into a charter school,contract with a
school district under this chapter unless the ¥
attendance center is located within the school :
district. The application shall demonstrate the
support of at least fifty percent of the teachers
employed at the school on the date of the submission
of the application and fifty percent &f the parents or
guardians voting whose children are enrolled at the
school, provided that a majority of the parents or
guardians eligible to vote participate in the ballot
process, according to procedures established by rules
of the state board. A parent or guardian voting 4n
accordance with this subsecticon must be a residenn of
this state.

3. A school board shall receive and review all
applications for converting an existing building or
creating a new building for a charter school.
Applications received on or before October 1 of a
calendar year shall be considered for charter schools
to be established at the beginning of the school
district's next school year or at a time agreed t% by
the applicant and the school board. However, a sﬁhool
board may receive and consider appllcatzons afteq
Qctober 1 at its discretion. ‘

4. A school board shall by a majorlty vote apprOVe
or deny an application no later than sixty calendar
days after the application is received. An
application approved by a school board and
subsequently approved by the state board pursuantato
subsection 6 shall constitute, at a minimum, an ,5
agreement between the school board and the chartét
school for the operation of the charter school. @& -
school board that denies an applicatiem for a ;
conversion to a charter school shall provide notz@e of
denial to the applicant in writing within thirty ﬂays
after board action. The notice shall specify the’
exact reasons for denial and provide documentatloh
supporting those reasons.

5. An applicant may appeal school board denla& of

8-5259 L =2
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the applicant's charter school application to the
state board in accordance with the procedures set
forth in chapter 290. The state board shall affirm,
modify, or reverse the school board's decision on the
basis of the information provided in the application
indicating the ability and willingness of the proposed
charter school to meet the reguirements of section
256F .1, subsecticn 3, and section 256F.4.

6. Upon approval of an application for the
proposed establishment of a charter school, the school
board shall submit an application for approval to
establish the charter school to the state board in
accordance with section 256F.5. The application shall
set forth the manner in which the charter school will
provide special instruction, in accordance with
section 280.4, to students who are limited English
proficient. The application shall set forth the
manner in which the charter school will comply with
federal and state laws and regulations relating to the
federal National School Lunch Act and the federal
Child Nutrition Act of 1966, 42 U.S.C. &w 1751-1785,
and chapter 283A. The state board shall approve only
those applications that meet the requirements
specified in section 256F.1, subsection 3, and
sections 256F.4 and 256F.5. The state board may deny
an application if the state board deems that approval
of the application is not in the best interest of the
affected students. The state board shall approve not
more than ten charter school applications. The state
board shall approve not more than one charter school
application per school district. However, if the
state board receives ten or fewer applications as of
June 30, 2003, and two or more of the applications
received by the state board by that date are submitted
by one school district, the state bcard may approve
any or all of the applications submitted by the school
district. The state board shall adopt rules in
accordance with chapter 17A for the implementation of
this chapter.

7. If federal rules or regulations relating to the
distribution or utilization of federal funds allocated
to the department pursuant to this section are adopted
that are inconsistent with the provisions of this
chapter, the state board shall adopt rules to comply
with the requirements of the federal rules or
regulations. The state board shall identify
inconsistencies between federal and state rules and
regulations as provided in this subsection and shall
submit recommendations for legislative action to the
chairpersons and ranking members of the senate and

50
.8-5259 -3-
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house standing committees on education ‘At the next e,
meeting of the general assembly. 'Q:MT’ s '
Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 256F.4 GENERAL OPERATING
REQUIREMENTS.

1
2
3
4
5 1. Within fifteen days after approval of a charter
6
7
8
9

school application submitted in accordance with
section 256F.3, subsection 2, a school board shall
report to the department the name of the charter
school applicant entry, the proposed charter school
10 location, and its projected enrollment. -
11 2. Although a charter school may elect to comply
12 with one or more provisions of statute or .U Ttk .
13 administrative rule, a charter school is exempt from *
14 all statutes and rules applicable to a school a 7
15 school board, or a school district, except that the
16 charter school shall do all of the following: " .
17 a. Meet all applicable federal, state, and local
18 health and safety requirements and laws prohlbltlng
19 discrimination on the basis of race, creed,‘color,r
20 sex, national origin, religion, ancestry, or .
21 disability. A charter school shall be subject to any
22 court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for‘ghe‘
23 school district at the time the school¥s*Gharter ™ "
24 application is approved.

25 b. Operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligiocus public
26 school.

27 c. Be free of tuition and application fees to Iowa
28 resident students between the ages of five and twenty-
29 one years.

30 d. Be subject to and comply with chapters 216 and
31 216A relating to civil and human rights.

32 e. Provide special education services in

33 accordance with chapter 256B.

34 f. Be subject to the same financial audits, audit

35 procedures, and audit requirements as a school

36 district. The audit shall be consistent with the

37 requirements of sections 11.6, 11.14, 11.1%, 256.9,
38 subsection 19, and section 279.29, except to the

39 extent deviations are necessary because of the program
40 at the school. The department, the auditor of state,
41 or the legislative fiscal bureau may conduct

42 financial, program, or compliance audits.

43 g. Be subject to and comply with chapter 284

44 relating to the student achievement and teacher

45 quality program. A charter school that complies with
46 chapter 284 shall receive state moneys or be eligible
47 to receive state moneys as provided in chapter 284 as
48 if it did not operate under a charter.

49 h. Be subject to and comply with chapters 20 and

50 279 relating to contracts with and discharge of
§~-5259 ~-4-
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teachers and administrators.

i. Be subject to and comply with the provisions of
chapter 285 relating to the transportation of
students.

j. Meetings of the advisory council are subject to
the provisions of chapters 21 and 22.

3. A charter school shall not discriminate in its
student admissions policies or practices on the basis
of intellectual or athletic ability, measures of
achievement or aptitude, or status as a person with a
disability. However, a charter school may limit
admission to students who are within a particular
range of age or grade level or on any other basis that
would be legal if initiated by a scheoel district.
Enrollment priority shall be given to the siblings of
students enrolled in a charter school.

4. A charter school shall enrcll an eligible
resident student who submits a timely application
unless the number of applications exceeds the capacity
of a program, class, grade level, or building. In
this case, students must be accepted by lot. A
charter school may enroll an eligible nonresident
student who submits a timely application in accordance
with the student admission policy established pursuant
to section 256F.5, subsection 1. 1If the charter
school enrolls an eligible nconresident student, the
charter school shall notify the school district and
the sending district not later than March 1 of the
preceding school year. Transportation for the student
shall be in accordance with section 282.18, subsection
10. The sending district shall make payments to the
charter school in the manner required under section
282.18, subsection 7.

5. A charter school shall provide instruction for
at least the number of days required by section
279.10, subsection 1, or shall provide at least the
equivalent number of total hours.

€. Notwithstanding subsection 2, a charter schocl
shall meet the requirements of section 256.7,
subsection 21.

7. A charter school shall be considered a part of
the school district in which it is located for
purpocses of state school foundation aid pursuant to
chapter 257.

8. A charter schocol may enter into contracts in
accordance with chapter 73A.

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 25¢F.5 APPLICATION --
DEFINITION.

An application to the state board for the approval
of a charter school shall include, but shall not be

8-5259 -5-
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limited to, a description of the following

1. The method for admission to the charter school

2. The mission, purpose, innovation, and
specialized focus of the charter school.

3. Performance goals and objectives in addition to
those required under section 256.7, subsection 21, by
which the school's student achievement shall be
judged, the measures to be used to assess progress,
and the current baseline status with respect to the
goals, "Hf K

4. The method for appointing or formlng andﬂﬁj
advisory council for the charter school. . The-:¥
membershlp of an advisory council app01nted or formed
in accordance with this chapter shall not include more
than one member of the school beoard. ‘ .;, .

5. Procedures for teacher evaluation and ' -
professional development for teachers and - i
administrators. S

6. The charter school governance and bylaws -

7. The financial plan for the operation of the
school including, at a minimum, a listing of the
support services the school district Wlll prov1de, and
the charter school's revenues, budgets, and e
expenditures.

8. The educational program and curriculum,
instructional methodoclogy, and services to be offered
to students.

9. The number and qualifications of teachers and
administrators to be employed.

10. The organization of the school in terms of
ages of students or grades to be taught along with an
estimate of the total enrollment of the school.

11. The provision of school facilities.

12. A statement indicating how the charter school
will meet the requirements of section 256F.1,
subsection 3, section 256F.4, subsection 2, paragraph
"a"; and section 256F.4, subsection 3.

13. Assurance of the assumption of liability by
the charter school.

14. The types and amounts of insurance coverage to
be obtained by the charter school.

15. A plan of coperation to be implemented if the
charter school revokes or fails to renew its contract.

16. The means, costs, and plan for providing
transportation for students attending the charter
school.

17. The specific statutes, administrative rules,
and school board policies with which the charter
school deces not intend to comply.

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 256F.6 CONTRACT.

S-5259 -6-
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l. An approved charter schocl application shall
constitute an agreement, the terms of which shall, at
a minimum, be the terms of a four-year enforceable,
renewable contract between the school board and the
state board. The contract shall include an operating
agreement for the operation of the charter school.
The terms of the contract may be revised at any time
with the approval of both the state board and the
school board, whether or not the stated provisions of
the contract are being fulfilled. The charter school
shall provide parents and guardians of students
enrclled in the charter school with a copy of the
charter school application approved pursuant to
section 256F.5.

2. The contract shall outline the reascns for
revocation or nonrenewal of the charter.

3. The state board of education shall provide by
rule for the ongoing review of a school board's
compliance with a contract entered intc in accordance
with this chapter.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 256F.7 EMPLOYMENT AND
RELATED MATTERS.

1. A charter scheool shall employ or contract with
necessary teachers and administrators, as defined in
section 272.1, who hold a valid license with an
endorsement for the type of service for which the
teacher or administrator is employed.

2. The school board, in consultation with the
advisory council, shall decide matters related to the
operation of the school, including budgeting,
curriculum, and operating procedures,

3. Employees of a charter school shall be
considered employees of the school district.

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 256F.8 PROCEDURES FOR
REVOCATION OR NONRENEWAL OF CONTRACT.

1. A contract for the establishment of a charter
school may be revoked by the state board or the school
board that established the charter school if the
appropriate board determines that one or more of the
following occurred:

a. Failure of the charter school to abide by and
meet the provisions set forth in the contract,
including educational goals.

b. Failure of the charter school to comply with
all applicable law.

c. Failure of the charter school to meet generally
accepted public sector accounting principles.

d. The existence of one or more other grounds for
revocation as specified in the contract.

2 The decision by a schocl board to revoke or to

50 .
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fail to take action to renew a charter school contract'
is subject to appeal under procedures set forth in
chapter 290.

3. A school board considering revccation or
nonrenewal of a charter school contract shall notify
the advisory council, the parents or guardians of the
students enrolled in the charter schoocl, and the
teachers and administrators employed by the charter
school, sixty days prior to revoking or the date by
which the contract must be renewed, but not later than
the last day of classes in the school year.: ik i

4. If the state board determines that ‘a charter
school is in substantial violation of the terms*of the
contract, the state board shall notify the school
board and the advisory council of its 1ntentlon ‘to
revoke the contract at least sixty days prior to _
revoking a contract and the school board shall- assume
oversight authority, operational authority, or both
oversight and operational authority. The notice shall
state the grounds for the proposed action in writing
and in reasconable detail. The schcool board may
request in writing an informal hearing before the ,
state board within fourteen days of receivxng “notice
of revocation of the contract. Upon receiving a
timely written request for a hearing, the state board
shall give reasonable notice to the school board of
the hearing date. The state board shall conduct an
informal hearing before taking final action. Final
action to revoke a contract shall be taken in a manner
least disruptive to students enrolled in the charter
school. The state board shall take final action to
revoke or approve continuation ¢of a contract by the
last day of classes in the school year. 1If the final
action to revoke a contract under this section occurs
prior to the last day of classes in the school year, a
charter school student may enroll in the resident
district.

5. The decision of the state board to revoke a
contract under this section is solely within the
discretion of the state board and is final.

6. A school board revoking a contract or a school
board or advisory council that fails to renew a
contract under this chapter is not liable for that
action to the charter school, a student enrolled in
the charter school or the student's parent or
guardian, or any other person.

7. 1In the case of a revocation or a nonrenewal of
the charter, the school board is exempt from the state
board's "Barker guidelines", as provided in 1 D.P.I.
App. Dec. 145 (1977).

§-5259 : -8-
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Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 256F .9 DPROCEDURES AFTER
REVOCATION -- STUDENT ENROLLMENT.

If a charter school contract is revoked in
accordance with this chapter, a nonresident student
who attended the school, and any siblings of the
student, shall be determined to have shown good cause
as provided in section 282.18, subsection 16, and may
submit an application to another school district
according to section 282.18 at any time. Applications
and notices required by section 282.18 shall be
processed and provided in a prompt manner. The
application and notice deadlines in section 282.18 do
not apply to a nonresident student application under
these circumstances.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 256F.10 REPORTS.

1. A charter school shall report at least annually
to the school board, advisory council, and the state
board the information required by the school board,
advisory council, or the state board. The reports are
public records subject to chapter 22.

2. Not later than December 1, 2003, and annually
thereafter, the state board shall submit a
comprehensive report, with findings and
recommendations, to the senate and house standing
committees on education. The report shall evaluate
the state's charter school programs generally,
including but not limited to, an evaluation of whether
the pilot programs are fulfilling the purposes set
forth in section 256F.4, subsection 2. The report
also shall contain, for each charter school, a copy of
the charter school's mission statement, attendance
statistics and dropout rate, aggregate assessment test
scores, projections of financial stability, the number
and qualifications of teachers and administrators, and
number of and comments on supervisory visits by the
department of education.

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 256F .11 FUTURE REPEAL.

This chapter is repealed effective July 1, 2010.

Sec. 12. Section 257.31, subsection 5, paragraph
d, is amended to read as follows:

d. The closing of a nonpublic school, wholly or in
part, or the opening or closing of a pilot charter

school.
Sec. 13. Section 282.18, subsection 16, Code 2001,
is amended to read as follows:

16. For purposes of this section, "good cause"
means a change in a child's residence due to a change
in family residence, a change in the state in which
the family residence is located, a change in a child's
parents' marital status, a guardianship proceeding,
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placement in foster care, adoption, participatlon in a
foreign exchange program, or participation in a,
substance abuse or mental health treatment program, or
a similar set of circumstances consistent with the
definition of good cause; a change in the status of a
child's resident district, such as removal of
accreditation by the state board, surrender of
accreditation, or permanent closure of a nonpublic
school, revccation of a charter schoeol. contract as
provided in section 256F.8, the failure of
negotiations for a whole-grade sharing, :
reorganization, dissoclution agreement or the. rejection
of a current whole-grade sharing agreement, or
reorganization plan, or a similar set of circumstances
consistent with the definition of good cause. If the
good cause relates to a change in status of a child's
school district of residence, however, action by a
parent or guardian must be taken to file the
notification within forty-five days of the last board
action or within thirty days of the certification of
the election, whichever is applicable to the
circumstances.

Sec. 14. EXPEDITED APPLICATICON PROCEDURE. The
state board of education shall develop an expedited
charter school application procedure for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, 2003, for purposes of receiving
federal planning funds issued pursuant to the federal
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Title
X, Part C, as codified in 20 U.S.C. oo 8061-8067,.

Sec. 15. EMERGENCY RULES. The state board of
education may adopt emergency rules under sectiin
17A.4, subsection 2, and section 17A.5, subsection 2,
paragraph "b", to implement this Act and the rules
shall be effective immediately upon filing unless a
later date is specified in the rules. Any rules
adopted in accordance with this section shall also be
published as a notice of intended action as provided
in section 17A.4.

Sec. 16. CONDITIONAL EFFECTIVENESS. This Kct
takes effect upon the department of education's
receipt of federal funds that are provided to the
department under Pub. L. No. 107-110, cited as the
federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Title: V
Part B), for purposes of providing financial
assistance for the planning, program design, and
initial implementation of public charter schools. The
department of education shall notify the Code editor
upon receipt of such federal funds."

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE

§-5259 FILED MARCH 26, 2002
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§-5285

1 Amend the House amendment, $-5259, to Senate File
2 348, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate,
3 as follows:

4 1. Page 3, line 13, by inserting after the figure
5 "236F.5." the following: "In approving applications
6 submitted in accordance with this chapter, the state
7 board shall, to the extent possible, approve

8 applications in a marner that is balanced and

9 representative of schools located in school districts
10 with enrollments of one thousand one hundred ninety-
11 nine students or less, in. school districts with

12 enrollments of more than one thousand one hundred

13 ninety-nine students but not more than four thousand
14 seven hundred fifty students, and in school districts
15 with enrcllments of more than four thousand seven

16 hundred fifty students.” :
' By PATRICIA HRARPER

8$~-5285 FILED APRIL 1, 2002
w ﬁ "“’Z)

N L fadn SENATE FILE 348

8-5286

Amend the House amendment, 8-523%9, to Senate File
348, as amended, passed, and reprlnted by the Senate,
as follows:

1. Page 3, line 13, by inserting after the figure
"256F.5." the follaowing: "The application shall set
forth the manner in which the charter school will
provide special instruction, in accordance with
section 280.4, to students who are limited English
proficient."”

O~ LN b LB -

By PATRICIA HARPER

$-5286 FILED APRIL 1, 2002
<0789
y/ofea Frosr) SEMATE FILE 348

8-5287
Amend the House amendment, S-5259, to Senate File

348, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate,
as follows: :

1. Page 5, by inserting after line 6 the
fallowing:

“k. Provide, at a minimum, health services, media
services programs, or guidance programs at a level
eguivalernt to those provided by the school district in

which the charter school is located."
By PATRICIA HARPER

WO W

8-3287 FILED APRIL 1, 2002
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SENATE FILE 348
5288 -
Amend the House amendment, S~5259, to Senate File
348, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate,
as follows: _

1. Page 8, line 28, by inserting after the word
*action.” the following: "Final action to revgoke a
contract shall be taken in a manner least disruptive
to students enrclled in the charter school."

' By PATRICIA HARPER

8-5288 FILED APRIL 1, 2002

/A

ea fean) SEMATE FILE 348

85-528% ' _
1 Amend the House amendment, S5-5259, to Senate File
2 348, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate,
3 as follows:

4 1. Page 3, lines 3 and 4, by striking the words
5 "affirm, modify, or reverse" and inserting the
6 following: "affirm or modify".

. By PATRICIA HARPER

8—5589 FILED APRIL 1, 2002
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AN ACT
RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF IOWA CHARTER SCHOOLS AND
PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

section 1, NEW SECTION. 256F.1 AUTHORIZATION AND
PURPOSE.

1, Charter schools shall be part of the stata's program of
public education.

2. A charter achool may be established by creating a new
school within an exlsting publlc school or converting an
existing public school to charter status.

3. The purpose of a charter schocl established pursuant to
thls chapter shall be to accowmplish the following:

a. Improve student learning.

b. Increase learning opportunities for studentas.

¢. Encourage the use of different and innovative methods
of teaching.

d. Require the measurement of learning outcomes and create
different and innovative forms of measuring outcomes.

e, Establish new forms of accountability for schools.

f. Create new professional opportunitlies for teachers and
other educators, including the opportunity to be responsible
tor the learning program at the school site.

Sec. 2, NEW SECTION. 256F.2 DEFINITIONS.

Senate File 348, p. 2

1. "Advisory council” means a council appointed by the
school board of directors of a charter school pursuant to
gection 256F.5, subsection 4.

2. *"Attendance center” means a public achool building that
contains classrooms used for instructional purposes for
elenentary, middle, or secondary achool students.

3. "Charter schoocl"” means a state publlc charter school
operated as a pilot program,

4. "Department” means the department of education.

4A. °"Pilot program” means a pilot program created under
this chapter that creates a new school within an existing
public achool or converts an existing public school to charter
status in accordance with this chapter.

5. “School board® means a board of directors regularly
elected by the registered voters of a school district.

§. "State board” means the state board of education.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 256F.3 PILOT PROGRAM --
APPLICATION.

1. Commencing with the school year beginning July 1, 2002,
the state board of aducation shall initiate a pilot program to
test the effectiveness of charter sacheols.

2. To recelve approval to establish a charter school in
accordance with this chapter, the principal, teachers, or
parents or guardians of students at an exieting public school
shall submit an application to the school board to convert an
existing attendance center to a charter school. An attendance
center shall not enter into a charter achool contract with a
achool district under this chapter unless the attendance
center is located within the school district. The application
shall demonstrate the support of at least fifty percent of the
teachers employed at the school on the date of the submission
of the application and fifty percent of the parents or
guardians voting whose children are enrclled at the school,
provided that a majority of the parents or guardians eligible
to vote particlpate in the ballot process, according to
procedures eatablished by rules of the state board., A parent

or guardian voting in acceordance with this subsecticn must be

S.F. 348
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3. A school board gshall receive and review all
applications for converting an exitsting building or creating a
new butlding for a charter' school. Applications received on
or before October 1 of a calendar year shall be considered for
charter schoola to be established at the beginning of the
school district's next school year or at a time agreed to by
the applicant and the school board. However, a school board
may receive and consider applications after COctober 1 at its
discretion,

4. A school board shall by a majority vote approve cor deny
an applicaticon no later than sixty calendar days after the
application 13 received. An application approved by a school
board and subsequently approved by the state board pursuant to
subsection 6 shall conatitute, at a minimum, an agreement
between the schocl board and the charter school for the
operation of the charter school. A school board that denies
an application for a conversion to a charter school shall
provide notice of denial to the applicant in writing within
thirty days after board action. The notice shall speclify the
exact reasons for denial and provide documentation supporting
those reasons.

S. An applicant may appeal school board denial of the
applicant'a charter school application to the state board in
accordance with the procedures set forth in chapter 290. The
state board shall affirm, modify, or reverse the school
board's decision on the basie of the information provided in
the application indicating the ability and willingness of the
proposed charter school to meet the requirements of section
256r.1, subsection 3, and section 256F.4.

6. Upon approval of an application for the proposed
establishment of a charter school, the school board shall
submit an application for approval to establish the charter
school to the state board in accordance with section 256P.5.
The application shall set forth the manner in which the
charter school will provide special instruction, in accordance
with section 280.4, to students who are limited English
proficlent, The application shall get forth the manner in
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vhich the charter school will comply with federal and state
laws and regulations relating to the federal Natlonal School
Lunch Act and the federal Child Nutrition Act of 1966, 42
U.8.C. § 1751-1785, and chapter 283A. The state board shall
approve only those applications that meet the requirements
specified in section 256F.1, eubsection 3, and sectlons 256F.4
and 256F.5. The state board aay deny an application if the
state board deems that approval of the application is not in
the best intereat of the affected students. The state board
shall approve not more than ten charter school applications.
The state board shall approve not more than one charter school
application per school district. However, if the state board
receives ten or fewer applications as of June 30, 2003, and
two or more of the applications received by the state board by
that date are submitted by one school district, the state
board may approve any or all of the applications submitted by
the school district. The state board shall adopt rules in
accordance with chapter 17A for the implementation of this
chapter.

7. 1If federal rules or regulations relating to the
distribution or utillization of federal funds allocated to the
department purguant to this section are adopted that are
inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter, the state
board shall adopt rules to comply with the raquirements of the
federal rulea or regulations. The state board ahall identify
inconsistencies between federal and state rules and
regulations as provided in this subsection and shall submit
recommendations for legislative action to the chairperscnsg and
ranking menbers of the senate and house standing committees on
education at the next meeting of the general apsembly.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 256F.4 GENERAL QPERATING
REQUIREMENTS.

!. wWithin fifteen days after approval of a charter school
application submitted in accordance with section 256P.3,
subsection 2, a school board shall report to the department
the name of the charter achool applicant entry, the proposed
charter achool location, and its projected enrollment.
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2. Although a charter school may elect to comply with one
ot more provigionas of statute or administrative rule, a
charter school s exempt from all statutes and rulea
applicable to a echool, a school board, or a echool district,
except that the charter school shall do all of the following:

a. Meet all applicable federal, state, and local health
and safety requirements and laws prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of race, creed, color, sex, national origin,
religion, ancestry, or disability. A charter school shall be
subject to any court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for
the school district at the time the school's charter
application ls approved.

b. Operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligious public school.

c. Be free of tuition and application fees to Iowa
resident students between the ages of five and twenty-one
years,

d, Be mubject to and comply with chapters 216 and 216A
relating to civil and human righta.

e¢. Provide special education services in accordance with
chapter 2568.

f. Be subject to the same financial audits, audit
procedures, and audit requirements as a school district. The
audit shall be coneistent with the requirements of sections
11.6, 11.14, 11.19, 256.9, subsection 19, and section 279.29,
except to the extent deviations are necessary because of the
program at the school, The department, the auditor of state,
or the legislative fiscal bureau may conduct financial,
program, or compliance audits.

¢g. Be subject to and comply with chapter 284 relating to
the student achievement and teacher quality program. A
charter school that complies with chapter 284 shall receive
state moneys or be eligible to receive state moneys as
provided in chapter 284 ae if it did not operate under a
charter,

h. Be subject to and comply with chapters 20 and 279
relating to contracts with and discharge of teachers and
adminligtrators.

.
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i. Be subject to and comply with the provisions of chapter
285 relating to the transportation of students.

j. Meetings of the advisory council are subject to the
provisions of chapters 21 and 22.

3. A charter school shall not discriminate in its student
admissiong policies or practices on the basis of intellectual
or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, or
status as a person with a disability. However, a charter
school may limit admission to students who are within a
particular range of age or grade level or on any other basis
that would be legal If initlated by a school district.
Entollment priority shall be glven to the siblings of students
anrolled in a charter school.

4, A charter school shall enroll an eligible resident
student who submits a timely application unless the number of
applications exceeds the capaclty of a program, class, grade
level, or building. In this case, students must be accepted
by lot. A charter school may enroll an eligible nonresident
student who submits a timely application in accordance with
the student admission policy established pursuant to section
256F.5, subsection 1. If the charter school enroclls an
eligible nonresident student, the charter school shall notify
the school district and the sending district not later than
March 1 of the preceding achool year. Transportation for the
student shall be in accordance with section 282.18, subsection
10. The sending district shall make payments to the charter
school in the manner required under section 282,18, subgection
7.

S, A charter gchool shall provide inatruction for at least
the number of days required by section 279.10, aubsection 1,
or shall provide at least the equivalent number of total
hours.,

6. Rotwithstanding subsection 2, a charter school shall
meet the requirements of sectlion 256.7, subsection 21.

7. A charter achool shall be considered a part of the
school distriet in which it ip located for purposes of state
school foundaticn aid pursuant to chapter 257.

S.F. 348
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8, A charter achool may enter intc contracts in accordance
with chapter 73A.

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION, 256F.S5 APPLICATION -- DEFINITION.

An application to the state board for the approval of a
charter school shall include, but ahall not be limited to, a
description of the following:

1. The method for admission to the charter school,

2. The misslion, purpose, innovation, and specialized focus
of the charter school.

3. Performance goals and objectives in addition to those
required under section 256.7, subsection 21, by which the
school's student achievement shall be judged, the measures to
be used to assess progress, and the current baseline status
wlth respect to the goals.

4. The method for appointing or forming an advisory
council for the charter school, The membership of an advisory
council appointed or formed In accordance with this chapter
shall not include more than cone member of the schocl board.

5, Procedures for teacher evaluation and professional
development for teachers and administrators.

6. The charter school governance and bylaws.

7. The financial plan for the operatlon of the school
including, at a minimum, a listing of the support services the
school district will provide, and the charter school's
revenues, budgets, and expenditures.

8. The educational program and currlculum, instructional
methodology, and services to be offered to etudents.

9. The number and qualifications of teachers and
administrators to be employed. '

10. The organization of the school in terms of ages of
students or grades to be taught along with an estimate of the

total enrollment of the school.

11, The provision of school facilities.

12. A statement indicating how the charter school will
meet the requirements of section 256F.1, subsection 3; section
256F.4, subsection 2, paragraph "a®"; and section 256F.4,
subsection 3.
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13. Assurance of the assumption of liability by the
charter school.

14. The types and amounts of insurance coverage to be
obtained by the charter school.

15. A plan of operation to be implemented if the charter
school revokes oz fails to renew its contract.

16. The means, costs, and plan for providing
transportation for students attending the charter school.

17. The specific statutes, administrative rules, and
school board policies with which the charter school does not
intend to comply.

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 256F.6 CONTRACT.

1. An approved charter school application shall constitute
an agreement, the terms of which shall, at a minimum, be the
terns of a four-year enforceable, renewable contract between
the school board and the atate board. The contract shall
include an operating agreement for the operation of the
charter school, The terms of the contract may be revised at
any time with the approval of both the state board and the
school board, whether or not the stated provisions of the
contract are being fulfilled. The charter school shall
provide parents and guardians of astudents enrolled in the
charter school with a copy of the charter school application
approved pursuant to section 256F.5.

2. The contract shall ocutline the reasons for revocation
or nonrenewal of the charter.

3. The state board of education shall provide by rule for
the ongoing review of a school board's compliance with a
contract entered into in accordance with this chapter.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 256F.7 EMPLOYMENT AND RELATED
MATTERS.

1. A charter echool shall employ or contract with
necessary teachers and administrators, as defined in sectlion
272.1, who hoid a valid license with an endorsement for the
type of service for which the teacher or administrator is
snployed,

®
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2. The school board, in consultation with the advisory
council, shall decide matters related to the operation of the
school, including budgeting, curriculum, and cperating
procedures.

3. Employees of a charter school shall be considered
employees of the school district.

Sec. B. NEW SECTION. 256r.8B PROCEDURES FOR REVOCATION OR
NONRENEWAL OF CONTRACT.

1. A contract for the establishment of a charter school
may be revoked by the state board or the school board that
established the charter school if the appropriate board
deternines that one or more of the following occurred:

a. Pailure of the charter school to abide by and meet the
provisions set forth in the contract, inecluding educational
goals.

b, Failure of the charter achool to comply with all
applicable law.

¢, Failure of the charter schocl to meet generally
accepted public sector accounting principles.

d. The existence of one or more cother grounds for
revocation as specified in the contract.

2. The declsion by a school board to revoke or to fail to
take action to renew a charter school contract is subject to
appeal under procedures @et forth in chapter 290.

3. A school board consldering revocation or nonrenewal of
a charter school contract shall notify the advisory council,
the parents or guardians of the students enrolled in the
charter achocl, and the teachers and administrators employed
by the charter Bchool, sixty days prior to revoking or the
date by which the contract must ba renewed, but not later than
the last day of clapses in the achool year.

4. If the state board determines that a charter school is
in subgtantial violation of the terms of the contract, the
state board shall notify the school board and the advisory
council of jts intention to revoke the contract at least sixty
days prior to revoking a contract and the school board shall
assume oversight authority, operational authority, or both
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overgight and operational authority. The notice shall state
the grounds for the proposed action in writing and in
reasocnable detail. The schocl board may request in writing an
informal hearing before the state board within fourteen days
of receiving notice of revocation of the contract. Upon
receiving a timely written request for a hearing, the state
board shall give reasonable notice to the school board of the
hearing date. The state board shall conduct an informal
hearing before taking final action. Final action to revoke a
contract shall be taken in a manner least disruptive to
students enrolled in the charter school. The state board
shall take final action to revoke or approve continuation of a
contract by the last day of classes in the school year. If
the £inal action to revoke a contract under this section
occurs prior to the last day of classes in the school year, a
charter school student may enroll in the resident dimtriet,

S. The decision of the state board to revoke a contract
under this gection is solely within the discretion of the
astate board and is final.

6. A school board revoking a contract or a school board or
advisory council that fails to renew a contract under this
chapter 13 not liable for that action to the charter school, a
student enrolled in the charter school or the student's parent
or quardian, or any other person.

7. In the case of a revocation or a nonrenewal of the
charter, the school board is exempt from the state board's
“Barker guidelines”, as provided in 1 D.P.1. App. Dec. 145
(1977).

Sec, 9. NBEW SECTION. 256FP.% PROCEDURES AFTER REVOCATION
-~ STUDENT ENROLLMENT.

If a charter gchool contract is revoked in accordanpce with
this chapter, a nonresident student who attended the school,
and any siblinge of the student, shall be determined to have
shown good caugse as provided in section 282.18, subsection 16,
and may submit an application to another school district
according to section 282,18 at any time. Applications and
notices required by section 282.18 shall be processed and
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provided in a prompt manner. The application and notice
deadlines in sectlon 282.18 do not apply to a nonresident
student application under these circumatances.

Sec, 10. NEW SECTION. 256F.10 REPORTS.

1. A charter school shall report at least annually to the
school board, advisory councll, and the state board the
information tequired by the school board, advisory council, or
the state board. The reports are public records subject to
chapter 22,

2. Not later than December 1, 2003, and annually
thereafter, the state board ashall submiv a comprehenaive
report, with findings and recomnendations, to the senate and
house atanding committees on education, The report shall
evaluate the state's charter school programs generally,
including but not limited to, an evaluation of whether the
pilot programs are fulfilling the purposes set forth in
gection 256P.4, subsection 2. The report also shall contain,
for each charter school, a copy of the charter school’s
mission Statement, attendance statistics and dropout rate,
aggreqgate assessment teat scores, prajections of financial
stability, the number and qualifications of teachers and
administrators, and number of and comments on supervisory
visits by the department of education.

Sec. 11, NEW SECTIOM. 256F.11 FUTURE REPEAL.

This chapter is repealed effective July 1, 2010.

Sec. 12. Section 257,31, subsection 5, paragraph d, is
amended to read as follows:

d. The closing of a nonpublic school, wholly or ln part,
or the opening or closing of a pilot charter achool.

Sec. 13. Section 282.18, subsection 16, Code 2001, is
amended to read as follows:

16. Por purposes of this section, “good cause”™ Reans a
change in a child's reaidence due to a change in family
residence, a change in the state in which the family residence
is located, a change ln a child's parents' marital status, a
guardlanship proceeding, placement in foster care, adoption,
participation in a foreign exchange program, or participation
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in a substance abuse or mental health treatment program, or a
similar set of circumstances congistent with the definition of
good cause; a change in the status of a child's resident
diatrict, such as removal of accreditation by the state board,
surrender of accreditation, or permanent closure of a
nonpublic school, revocation of a charter school contract as
provided in section 256F.8, the failure of pegotiations for a
whole-grade sharing, reorganization, dissclution agreement or

the rejection of a current whole—grade sharing agresment, Ot
reorganization plan, or a sinmilar set of circumstances
consistent with the definition of good cause. If the good
cause relates to a change in status of a child'se school
district of residence. however, action by a parent or guardian
muat be taken to file the notiflcation within forty-five days
of the last board action or within thirty cdaye of the
certification of the election, whichever is applicable to the
circumstances.

Sec, 14. EXPEDITED APPLICATION PROCEDURE, The state board
of education shall develop an expedited charter school
application procedure for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
1002, for purposes of receiving federal planning funds lssued
pursuant to the federal Elementary and Secondary BEducation Act
of 196%, Title X, Part C, as codified in 20 U.S.C. §§ B061-
BO67.

Sec. 15. PMERGENCY RULES. The state board of education
nay adopt emergency rules under section 17A.4, subsection 2,
and section 17A.5, subsectlon 2, paragraph “b", to implement
this Act and the rules shall be effective immediately upon
£1ling unless a later date is specified in the rules. Any
rules adopted in accordance with this section shall alsc be
published as a notice of intended action ag provided in
section 17A.4.

Sec. 16. CONDITIONAL EFFPECTIVENESS. This Act takes effect
upon the department of education's receipt of federal funds
that ate provided to the department under Pub. L. Ro. 107-1190,
cited as the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Title
Vv, Part B), for purposes of providing financial assietance for
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. the planning, program design, and initial implementation of
public charter schocls. The department of education shall
notify the Code editor upon receipt of such federal funds.
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