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the construction of alternative drainage systems. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. ---------

1 Section 1. Section l59.29B, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. a. To the extent that moneys are available to support 

4 the program, the division shall provide cost-share moneys to 
5 persons closing agricultural drainage wells ioeeeeo-wienift 

6 oe~i9fteeeO-e9riettiettrei-oreiftege-weii-eree~7 and constructing 
7 alternative drainage systems. The division shall provide 

8 cost-share moneys for closing agricultural drainage wells and 

9 constructing alternative drainage systems which are part of a 

10 drainage district in accordance with the priority system 

11 established pursuant to section 159.29. The division may 
12 provide cost-share moneys for closing agricultural drainage 
13 wells and constructing alternative drainage systems which are 
14 not part of a drainage district. The amount of moneys 
15 eiioeeeeo provided in cost-share peymefte~ moneys to a person 
16 qualifying under the program shall not exceed ~e~eftey-fi~e the 

17 following: 

18 a. Seventy-five percent of the eseimeeeo cost of 

19 ift~eeiiift9-ene closing an agricultural drainage well and 

20 constructing an alternative drainage system or-~e~eftey-fi~e 
21 pereefte-of-ene-eeettei-eose-of-ift~eeiiift9-ene-eieerfteeive 
22 oreiftege-~y~eem7-wniene~er-i~-iess, if the agricultural 
23 drainage well is located within a designated agricultural 

24 drainage well area. 
25 b. Sixty percent of the cost of closing an agricultural 

26 drainage well and constructing an alternative drainage system, 

27 if the agricultural drainage well is not located within a 

28 designated 
29 Sec. 2. 
30 unnumbered 

31 follows: 

agricultural drainage well area. 
Section 159.29B, subsection 3, paragraph a, 

paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

32 A person wno-owft~-eft-ifteere~e-ift-ieftd-wienift-e-oesi9fteeed 

33 e9riettiettrei-ore±ftege-weii-eree shall not be eligible to 

34 participate in the program provided in this section, if the 

35 person is any of the following: 
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• , 
, S.F. H.F. -----

1 Sec. 3. Section 159.29B, subsection 3, Code 1999, is 

2 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

3 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. A person shall not be eligible to 

4 participate in the program unless the division approves a plan 

5 for closing the agricultural drainage well and constructing an 

6 alternative drainage system as provided by rules adopted by 

7 the division. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 In 1997, the general assembly enacted Senate File 473 (1997 

10 Iowa Acts, chapter 193) which regulates agricultural drainage 

11 wells. An agricultural drainage well is any vertical opening 

12 to an aquifer or permeable substratum constructed in order to 

13 intercept surface or subsurface drainage water from land 
14 directly or by a drainage system. The Act, in part, created a 

15 program to assist persons in closing agricultural drainage 

16 wells and establishing alternative drainage systems in 

17 designated agricultural drainage well areas which are part of 

18 drainage districts. The assistance is in the form of cost-

19 share moneys, in which the state pays 75 percent of the 

20 estimated or actual cost of the project, whichever is less. A 

21 designated agricultural drainage well area is an area which 
22 drains into an agricultural drainage well and where there is 

23 located an anaerobic lagoon or earthen manure storage basin 

24 which is part of an animal feeding operation. The program is 

25 administered by the soil conservation division of the 

26 department of agriculture and land stewardship and supported 

27 by a fund administered by the division. 

28 This bill provides that the state contribute 75 percent of 

29 the actual cost of the project to close an agricultural 

30 drainage well and construct an alternative drainage system 

31 located within a designated agricultural drainage well area, 

32 and 60 percent of the actual cost of the project to close an 

33 agricultural drainage well and construct an alternative 

34 drainage system which is not located within a designated 

35 agricultural drainage well area. 
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1 Section 1. Section 159.29B, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 
2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. a. To the extent that moneys are available to support 

4 the program, the division shall provide cost-share moneys to 

5 persons closing agricultural drainage wells ioea~ed-w±~h±ft 

6 desigfta~eo-agrietti~ttrai-draiftage-weii-areas7 and constructing 
7 alternative drainage systems. The division shall provide 
8 cost-share moneys for closing agricultural drainage wells and 

9 constructing alternative drainage systems which are part of a 

10 drainage district in accordance with the priority system 

11 established pursuant to section 159.29. The division may 

12 provide cost-share moneys for closing agricultural drainage 

13 wells and constructing alternative drainage systems whjch are 
14 not part of a drainage district. The amount of moneys 
15 aiioea~ed provided in cost-share paym~ft~S moneys to a person 
16 qualifying under the program shall not exceed se.eft~y-ri.e the 
17 following: 

18 a. Seventy-five percent of the ~s~ima~ed cost of 

19 ifts~aii±ftg-~fte closing an agricultural drainage well and 

20 constructing an alternative drainage system or-seyeft~y-riye 

21 pere~ft~-or-~"e-8e~tt8i-eos~-or-ifts~8iiiftg-~he-8~terfta~i.e 
22 dr8±ft8ge-sys~em7-Wft±efteyer-is-iess( if the agricultural 

23 drainage well is located within a designated agricultural 
24 drainage well area. 
25 b. Sixty percent of the cQst of closing an agricultural 

26 drainage well and constructing an alternative drainage system, 

27 if the agricultural drainage well is not located within a 
28 designated 

29 Sec. 2. 
30 unnumbered 
31 follows: 

agricultural drainage well area. 

Section 159.29B, subsection 3, paragraph a, 
paragraph I, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

32 A person W"O-OWfts-8ft-iftteres~-ift-i8ftd-wi~ftift-a-desigft8ted 
33 8gr±etti~ttrai-dr8ift8ge-weii-are8 shall not be eligible to 

34 participate' in the program provided in this section, if the 

35 person is any of the following: 
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S.F. JJ$II H-.F. 

Sec. 3. Section l59.29B, subsection 3, Code 1999, is' 
I 

2 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

3 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. A person shall not be eligible to 
4 participate in the program unless the division approves a plan 
5 for closing the agricultural drainage well and constructing an 

6 alternative drainage system as provided by rules adopted by 

7 the division. 

EXPLANATION 8 

9 In 1997, the general assembly enacted Senate File 473 (1997 

10 Iowa Acts, chapter 193) which regulates agricultural drainage 
11 wells. An agricultural drainage well i~ any vertical opening 
12 to an aquifer or permeable substratum constructed in order to 
13 intercept surface or subsurface drainage water from land 
14 directly or by a drainage system. The Act, in part, created a 

15 program to assist persons in closing agricultural drainage 

16 wells and establishing alternative drainage systems in 

7 designated agricultural drainage well areas which are part of 

drainage districts. The assistance is in the form of cost-

share moneys, in which the state pays 75 percent of th~ 
20 estimated or actual cost of the project, whichever. is less. A 
21 designated agricultural drainage well area is an area which 

22 drains into an agricultural drainage well and where there is 
23 located an anaerobic lagoon or earthen manure storage basin 

24 which is part of an animal feeding operation. The program is 

25 administered by the soil conservation division of the 
26 department of agriculture and land stewardship and supported 
27 by a fund administered by the division. 
28 This bill provides that the state contribute 7S percent of 
29 the actual cost of the project to close an agricultural 
30 drainage well and construct an alternative drainage system 

31 located within a designated agricultural drainage well area, 

32 and 60 percent of the actual cost of the project to close an 

33 agricultural drainage well and construct an alternative 

34 drainage system which is not located within a designated 
35 agricultural drainage well area. 
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