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l An Act relating to amusement ride rider safety, providing a 

2 penalty, and providing an effective date. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 88A.l, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 8A. "Parent or guardian" means a parent, 

4 custodian, or guardian or person responsible for the control, 

~ safety, training, or education of a rider who is a minor. or 

6 person with a disability. 

7 NEW SUBSECTION. 9A. "Rider" means a person waiting in the 

8 immediate vicinity of an amusement ride to get on the 

9 amusement ride, getting on an amusement ride, using an 

10 amusement ride, getting off an amusement ride, or leaving an 

11 dmusement ride and still in the immediate vicinity of t~e 

12 amusement ride. "Rider" does not include an employee, agent, 

13 or servant of the amusement owner while engaged in the duties 

14 of their employment. 

l'> N~l SUBSECTION. 98. "Sign" means any symbol or lan;uage 

15 reasonably calculated to cormnunicate information to a rider or 

17 the rider's parent or guardian, including placards, 

l8 prerecorded messages, live public address, stickers, pictures, 

19 pictograms, video, verbal information, and visual signals. 

20 Sec. 2. Section SBA.l, subsection 2, Code 1997, is amended 

21 to read as follows: 

22 2 . "l\muserr.ent ride" means any mechanized deviceL o~ 

23 combination of devices which carries passengers along, around, 

24 or over a fixed or restricted course for the pur?OSe of giving 

2~ ils passengers amusement, pleasure, thrills, or excitement. 

76 ''funusement ride" does not include a device or strticture that 

27 is devoted principally to exhibitions related to aqriculture, 

28 the arts, education, industry, religion, or science. 

29 Sec. 3. Section 88A.l0, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

30 the following new subsection: 

31 NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A person who fails to obey a safety 

32 related requirement listed on a sign displayed at an amusement 

33 ride pursuant to section 88A.l6, subsection 2, 1s guilty of a 

34 simple misdemeanor. 

35 Sec. 4. ~EW SECTION. 88A.l5 RIDER SAFETY. 

-1-



. 

~ 

S.F. A 3f/3 H.F. 

1. A rider or the rider's parent or guardian shall report 

2 1n writ1ng to the operator or the operator's designee, on 

3 forms provided by the operator or the operator's designee, any 

4 injury sustained on an amusement ride before leaving the 

5 operator's premises. The ceport shall include all of the 

6 following information: 

7 a. The name, address, and phone number of the injured 

8 person. 

9 b. A brief description of the incident, the injury 

10 claimed, and the location, date, and time of the injury. 

11 c. The cause of the injury, if known. 

12 d. The name, address, and phone number of any witness to 

13 the incident. 

14 2. If the rider or the rider's parent or guardian is 

15 unable to file a report because of the severity of the rider's 

16 injuries, the rider or the rider's parent or guardian shall 

17 file the report as soon as reasonably possible. The failure 

18 of a rider or the rider's parent or guardian to report an 

19 injury under this section does not affect the rider's right to 

20 commence a civil action related to the incident. 

21 3. A rider shall, at a minimum, do all of the following: 

22 a. Obey the reasonable safety rules posted in accordance 

23 with this chapter and oral instructions for an amusement ride 

7.4 issued by the operator or the operator's employee or agent, 

25 unless the safety rules or oral instructions are contrary to 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

the safety rules of this chapter. 

b. Refrain from acting in any manner that may cause or 

contribute to injuring the rider or others, including all of 

th!" following: 

(l) Exceeding the limits of the rider's ability. 

(2) Interfering with safety devices that are provided. 

{3) Failing to engage safety devices that are provided. 

(4) Disconnecting or disabling a safety device except at 

the express instruction of the operator. 

(5) Altering or enhancing the intended speed, course, or 
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1 direction of an amusement ride. 

2 (6) 

3 solely 

4 ( 7) 

Using the controls of an amusement ride designed 

to be operated by the operator. 

Extending arms and legs beyond the carrier or seating 

S area except at the express direction of the operator. 

6 (8) Throwing, dropping, or expelling an object from or 

7 toward an amusement ride except as permitted by the operator. 

8 (9) Getting on or off an amusement ride except at the 

9 des1gnated time and area, if any, at the direction of t~e 

10 operator or in an emergency. 

ll (10) Not reasonably controlling the speed or direction of 

12 the rider's person or an amusement ride that requires the 

L3 rider to control or direct the rider's person or a device. 

14 4. A rider shall not get on or attempt to get on an 

15 amusement ride unless the rider or the rider's parent or 

16 guard1an reasonably determines that, at a minimum, the rider 

17 meets all of the following criteria: 

18 a. Has sufficient knowledge to use, get on, and get off 

19 tl1e amusement ride safely without instruction or has requested 

20 and received sufficient information to get on, use, and get 

21 off the amusement ride safely prio' to getting on the 

22 amusement ride. 

23 b. Has locaLed, read, and understood any 

24 vi~inily of Lhe amusement ride and meets any 

25 medical, or other requirements. 

signs in the 

posted height, 

26 c. Knows the range and limits of the rider's abilit.y and 

27 knows the requirements of the amus~ment ride will not E~xceed 

28 those limits. 

29 d. Is not under the influence of alcohol or any drttg that 

30 affects the rider's ability to safely use the amusement ride 

31 or obey the posted rules or oral instructions. 

32 e. Is authorized by the operator or the operator's 

33 employee, agent, or servant to get on the amusement ride. 

34 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 88A.l6 NOTICE TO RIDERS. 

3~ l. An operator shall display signs indicating the 
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1 applicable rider safety responsibilities provided in section 

2 88A.l~ and the location of stations to report injuries. The 

J signs must be located in all of the following locations: 

4 

s 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

] 1 

l /. 

13 

14 

lS 

lG 

17 

18 

i9 

20 

21 

72 

23 

a. Each 

b. Each 

c. Any 

station for reporting an injury. 

first aid station. 

of the following locations: 

least four other locations on the premises, 

including any premises entrance or exit, if there are no more 

than four entrances or exits for riders. 

( l ) At 

(2) At least four other locations on the premises, 

including the four prem.ises entrances and exits most commonly 

~sed by riders, if there are more than four entrances and 

exits for riders. 

(3) £very amusement ride. 

2. An operator shall post a sign at each amusement ride. 

Any sign required by this subsection must be prominently 

displayed at a conspicuous location, clearly visible to the 

public, and bold and legible in design. The sign must include 

all of the following that apply: 

(1) Operational instructions. 

(2) Safety guidelines for riders. 

(3) Restrictions on the use of the amusement ride. 

(4) Behavior or activities that are prohibited. 

24 (5) A legend providing that, "State law requires riders to 

25 obey all warnings and directions for this amusement ride and 

26 behave in a manner that will not cause or contribute to the 

27 lnJury of themselves or others. Riders must report injuries 

28 prior to leaving the premises. Failure to comply is 

29 punishable by fine or imprisonment." 

30 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 88A.l7 CONSTRUCTION. 

3\ Sections 88A.l5 and 88A.l6 shall not be construed to 

32 preclude a criminal prosecution or civil action available 

33 under any other provision of law. 

~. 34 Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act shall take effect on 

35 January l, 1999. 
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l EXPLANATION 

2 This bill amends Code chapter 88A to include provisions 

3 related to amusement ride rider safety. 

4 The bill provides that an amusement ride rider or the 

5 rider's parent, custodian, guardian, or other responsible 

6 person shall report in writing to the amusement ride operator 

1 any injury sustained by the amusement rider before leaving the 

8 operator's premises. If the rider or the rider's parent or 

9 guardian is unable to report the injury due to the severity of 

10 the injury, the injury must be reported as soon as reasonably 

11 pass i ble. The bi 11 requIres riders to obey the reasonable 

12 safety rules posted and oral instructions given and requires 

13 riders to refrain from acting in any manner that may cause or 

14 contribute to injuring the rider or others. The bill requires 

15 that a rider not get on an amusement ride unless the r~der has 

16 sufficient knowledge of the safe use of the ride, understands 

17 warnings and restrictions, knows the limits of the rider's 

18 abilities, is not under the influence of alcohol or any drug, 

19 and is authorized by the operator, employee, agent, or servant 

20 to get on the ride. 

21 The bill requires operators to display signs indicating the 

72 applicable rider safety responsibilities and the location of 

23 the Gtations to report injuries. The bill provides locations 

24 where these signs must be located. The bill requires ~n 

?.5 operator to post a sign at each a~us~ment ride ·v~hich states 

26 the operation instructions of the ride, safety guideli~es fo: 

?.7 riders, restrictions on the use of the ride, behavior and 

28 activities that are prohibit2d, and a warning requiring 

29 compliance with the rules and restrictions. 

30 The bill provides that amusement ride rider safety Code 

31 sections shall not be cor.strued to preclude a criminal 

32 prosecution or civil action available under any other Code 
33 section. 

34 The bill provides that a person failing to obey a safety-

15 related requirement listed on a sign displayed at an amusement 
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l r1de is gu1lty of a simple misdemeanor. 

2 The bill provides for a~ effective date of January 1, 1999. 
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SENATE FILE 2383 
S-5188 

l Amend Senate File 2383 as follows: 
2 1 Page 1, by striking lines 33 and 34 a:'d 
3 inserting the following: "ride pursuant to sectl~· 
4 88A.l6, subsection 2, is subject to a civil penalty ~f 
5 one hundred dollars." 
6 2. Page 4, line 7, by striking the word ''four" 
7 and inserting the following: "two". 
8 3. Page 4, line 8, by inserting after the word 
9 "exit" the following: "most commonly used by riders". 

10 4. Page 4, line 29, by striking the words "or 
11 imprisonment''. 

S-5188 FILED MARCH 11, 1998 
ADOPTED 

(p.6•n) 

By MARY A. LUNDBY 

\ SENATE FILE 2383 
S-5142 

l Amend Senate File 2383 as follows: 
2 l. Page 1, by striking lines 33 and 34 and 
3 inserting the following: ''ride pursuant to section 
4 88A.l6, subsection 2, is subject to a civil penalty of 
5 one hundred dollars." 
6 2. Page 4, line 29, by striking the words "or 
7 imprisonment". 

By MARY A. LUNDBY 

S-5142 .-. FILED MARCH 4, 1998 
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1 Section l. Section 88A.l, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 8A. "Parent or guardian" means a parent, 

4 custodian, or guardian or person responsible for the control, 

5 safety, training, or education of a rider who is a minor or 

6 person with a disability. 

7 NEW SUBSECTION. 9A. "Rider" means a person waitin-3' 

amusement ride to get on the 

in the 

8 immediate vicinity of an 

9 amusement ride, getting 

10 amusement ride, getting 

on en amusement ride, using an 

off 

11 amusement ride and still in 

an amusement ride, or leaving 

the immediate vicinity of the 

an 

12 amusement ride. "Rider" does not include an employee, agent, 

13 or servant of the amusement owner while engaged in the duties 

14 of their employment. 
15 NEW SUBSECTION. 98. "Sign" means any symbol or language 

16 reasonably calculated to communicate information to a rider or 

17 the rider's parent or guardian, including placards, 
18 prerecorded messages, live public address, stickers, pictures, 

19 pictograms, video, verbal information, and visual signals. 

20 Sec. 2. Section 88A.l, subsection 2, Code 1997, is amended 

21 to read as follows: 

22 2. "Amusement ride" means any mechanized deviceL e·t' 
23 combination of devices which carries passengers along, around, 
24 or over a fixed or restricted course for the purpose of giving 
25 its passengers amusement# pleasure, thrills, cr excitement. 

25 ''Amusement r~de'' does not include a dev~ce O! struct~re that 

27 is devoted orir.ciP.:>.llv to exhib;_tions related to ac;ricult!1!'e 1 

28 the arts, education, industry, religion, or science. 

29 Sec. 3. Section BBA.lO, Code 1997, is amended by adding 
30 the following new subsection: 

31 NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A person who fails to obey a safety 
31 ~elated requir~ment listed on a sign displayed at ~n a~~sement 

33 ride OG~suant to section 88A.16. svbsectio~ 1 is sub-;ect to a 
~-~=- -""";"':'~;-~."::!'"~.-;:::.:.:.~-::::..; -;:-:. -;;:- ... ..,_ '...:.~- -:.: ... :r: .. --~·-·_::-_·_ ... :-:- .. · ... ·:_,...;._"_.;...,;.:..:...:::: __ • .-__ ,;_ ---~; . .;. -~- .:__~-~-~,;.;_-~-· _~ .. ~ 

34 civil penaltv of one hundred dollars. 
~---- ·--- ...... __ ,.. ___ ··--. 1!::::::~.....-~---- --:;:;.-:::.::-..=~.--.·.-.----me- ·- ~ ... 

35 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 88A.15 RIDER SAFETY. 
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1 1. A rider or the rider's parent or guardian shall report 

2 in writing to the operator or the operator's designee, on 

3 for'ws provided by the operator or the op~rator~s designee, any 

4 injury sustained en a~ amusement ride before leaving the 

5 operator's pre~ises. The report shall include all of the 

6 following information: 

7 ac The name; address, and ~hone numbez of the inj~red 

8 person. 
o b A b . f d . . . ~ +-h • • d +- ~" • • _, . r1e_ escr1pt1on o .......... e 1nc~ en ... , .... l,e ~nJury 

10 clai:ned, and the location, date, and time of the injury. 

ll c. The cause of the injury, if known. 

12 d. The name, address, and phone number of any witness to 

13 the incident. 

14 2. If the rider or the rider's parent or guardian is 

15 unable to file a report because of the severity of the rider's 

l6 injuries, the rider or the rider's parent or guardian shall 

17 file the report as soon as reasonably possible. The failure 

18 of a rider or the rider's parent or guardian to report an 

19 injury under this section does not affect the rider's right to 

20 co~~ence a civil action related to the incident. 

21 3. A rider shall, at a minimum, do all of the following: 

22 a. Obey the reasonable safety rules posted in accordance 

23 ~;i th this 

24 issued by 

25 unless the 

26 the safety 

chapter and oral instructions for an amusement ride 

the operator or the operator's employee or agent, 

safety rules or oral instructions are contrary to 

rules of this chapter. 

27 b. Refrain from acting 

28 contribute to injuring the 

in any manner that may cause or 

rider or other~, including all of 

29 the following: 

30 (1) Exceeding the limits of the rider's ability. 

31 (2) Interfering with safety devices that are provided. 

32 (3) Failing to engage safety devices that are provided. 

33 (4) Disconnecting or disabling a safety device except at 

34 the express instruction of the operator. 

35 (5) Altering or enhancing the intended speed, course, or 
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1 direction of an amusement ride. 

2 (6) Using the controls of an amusement ride designed 

3 solely to be operated by the operator. 

4 (7) Extending arms and legs beyond the carrier or seating 

5 area except at the express direction of the operator. 

6 (8) Throwing, dropping, or expelling an object from or 

7 toward an amusement ride except as permitted by the operator. 

8 (9) Getting on or off an amusement ride except at the 

9 designated time and area, if any, at the direction of the 

10 operator or in an emergency. 

11 (10) Not reasonably controlling the speed or direction of 

12 the rider's person or an amusement ride that requires the 

13 rider to control or direct the rider's person or a device. 

14 4. A rider shall not get on or attempt to get on an 

15 amusement ride unless the rider or the rider's parent or 

16 guardian reasonably determines that, at a minimum, the rider 

17 meets all of the following criteria: 

18 a. Has sufficient knowledge to use, get on, and get off 

19 the amusement ride safely without instruction or has requested 

20 and received sufficient information to get on, use, and get 

21 off the amusement ride safely prior tc getting on the 

22 amusement ride. 
23 b. Has located, read, and understood any signs in the 
24 vicinity of the amusement ride and meets any posted heigh~, 

25 medical, or other requirements. 

26 c. Knows the range and limits of the rider's ability and 

27 knows the requirements of the amusement ride will not exceed 

28 those limits. 

29 d. Is not under the influence of alcohol o~ any drug that 

30 affects the rider's ability to safely use the amusement ride 

31 or obey the posted rules or oral instructions. 

32 e. Is authorized by the operator or the operator's 

33 employee, agent, or servant to get on the amusement ride. 

34 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 88A.l6 NOTICE TO RIDERS. 

35 1. An operator shall display signs indicating the 
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1 applicable rider safety responsibilities provided in section 

2 88A.l5 and the location of stations to report injuries. The 

3 signs must be located in all of the following locations: 

4 a. Each station for reporting an injury. 

b. Each first aid station. 5 

6 

7 

c. Any of the following locations: 

( 1) At least two other locations on the premises, -8 including any premises entrance or exit most co~~only used by 

9 riders, if there are no more than four entrances or exits for 
....... =-=-;-· 

10 riders. 

ll (2) At least four other locations on the premises, 

12 including the four premises entrances and exits most corr~only 

13 used by riders, if there are more than four entrances and 

14 exits for riders. 

15 (3) Every amusement ride. 

16 2. An operator shall post a sign at each amusement ride. 

17 Any sign required by this subsection must be prominently 

18 displayed at a conspicuous location, clearly visible to the 

19 public, and bold and legible in design. The sign must include 

20 all of the following that apply: 

21 (l) Operational instructions. 

22 (2) Safety guidelines for riders. 

23 (3) Restrictions on the use of the amusement ride. 

24 (4) Behavior or activities that are prohibited. 
25 (S) A legend providing that, "State law requires riders to 
26 obey all warnings and directions for this amusement ride and 

27 behave in a manner that will not cause or contribute to the 

28 injury of themselves or others. Riders must report injuries 

29 prior to leaving the premises. Failure to comply is 

:r6o punishable by fine." 

31 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 88A.l7 CONSTRUCTION. 

32 Sections 88A.l5 and 88A.l6 shall not be construed to 

33 preclude a criminal prosecution or civil action available 
34 under any other provision of law. 

35 Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act shall take effect on 
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1 January 1, 1999. 
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S.F. ---- H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 88A.l, Code 1997, is amended by .adding 
2 the following new subsections: 
3 NEW SUBSECTION. lA. "Amusement owner" means a person who 
4 owns an amusement ride or, if the amusement ride is leased, 

5 the lessee. 
6 NEW SUBSECTION. SA. "Parent or guardian" means a parent, 
7 custodian, or guardian responsible for the control, safety, 
8 training, or education of a minor rider. 
9 NEW SUBSECTION. 9A. "Rider" means a person waiting in the 

10 immediate vicinity of an amusement ride to get on the 
11 amusement ride, getting on an amusement ride, using an 
12 amusement ride, getting off an amusement ride, or leaving an 

13 amusement ride and still in the immediate vicinity of the 
14 amusement ride. "Rider" does not include an employee, agent, 
15 or servant of the amusement owner while engaged in the duties 
16 of their employment. 
17 NEW SUBSECTION. 9B. "Sign" means any symbol or language 
18 reasonably calculated to communicate information to a rider or 
19 the rider's parent or guardian, including placards, 
20 prerecorded messages, live public address, stickers, pictures, 
21 pictograms, video, verbal information, and visual signals. 
22 Sec. 2. Section 88A.l, subsection 2, Code 1997, is amended 
23 to read as follows: 
24 2. "Amusement ride" means any mechanized device.!. o~ 
25 combination of devices, or structure which includes such 
26 device or devices which carries passengers along, arou~d, or 
27 over a fixed or restricted course for the purpose of giving 
28 its passengers amusement, pleasure, thrills, or excitement. 
29 "Amusement ride" does not include a device or structure that 
30 is devoted principally to exhibitions related to agriculture, 
31 the arts, education, industry, religion, or science. 
32 Sec. 3. Section 88A.l0, Code 1997, is amended by adding 
33 the following new subsection: 
34 NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A person who fails to obey a safety 
35 related requirement listed on a sign displayed at an amusement 
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ride pursuant to section 88A.l6, subsection 2, is guilty of a 
simple misdemeanor. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 88A.l5 RIDER SAFETY, 

1. A rider or the rider's parent or guardian shall report 

in writing to the amusement owner or the amusement owner's 

designee any injury sustained on an amusement ride before 

leaving the amusement owner's premises. The report shall 

include all of the following information: 

a. The name, address, and phone number of the injured 
person. 

b. A brief description of the incident, the injury 

claimed, and the location, date, and time of the injury. 

c. The cause of the injury, if known. 

14 d. The name, address, and phone number of any witness to 

15 the incident. 

16 2. If the rider or the rider's parent or guardian is 

17 unable to file a report because of the severity of the rider's 
18 injuries, the rider or the rider's parent or guardian shall 

19 file the report as soon as reasonably possible. The failure 
20 of a rider or the rider's parent or guardian to report an 

21 injury under this section does not affect the rider's right to 

22 commence a civil action related to the incident. 

23 3. A rider shall, at a minimum, do all of the following: 

24 a. Obey the reasonable safety rules posted in accordance 
25 with this chapter and oral instructions for an amusement ride 

26 issued by the amusement owner or the amusement owner's 
27 employee or agent, unless the safety rules or oral 

28 instructions are contrary to the safety rules of this chapter. 
29 b. Refrain from acting in any manner that may cause or 

30 contribute to injuring the rider or others, including all of 
31 the following: 

32 (1) Exceeding the limits of the rider's ability. 

33 (2) Interfering with safety devices that are provided. 

34 (3) Failing to engage safety devices that are provided. 

35 (4) Disconnecting or disabling a safety device except at 
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1 the express instruction of the operator. 
2 (5) Altering or enhancing the intended speed, course, or 

3 direction of an amusement ride. 
4 (6) Using the controls of an amusement ride designed 

5 solely to be operated by the operator. 

6 (7) Extending arms and legs beyond the carrier or seating 

7 area except at the express direction of the operator. 
8 (8) Throwing, dropping, or expelling an object from or 
9 toward an amusement ride except as permitted by the operator. 

10 (9) Getting on or off an amusement ride except at the 
11 designated time and area, if any, at the direction of the 

12 operator or in an emergency. 

13 (10) Not reasonably controlling the speed or direction of 

14 the rider's person or an amusement ride that requires the 

15 rider to control or direct the rider's person or a device. 

16 4. A rider shall not get on or attempt to get on an 

17 amusement ride unless the rider or the rider's parent or 
18 guardian reasonably determines that, at a minimum, the rider 

19 meets all of the following criteria: 
20 a. Has sufficient knowledge to use, get on, and get off 

21 the amusement ride safely without instruction or has requested 

22 and received sufficient information to get on, use, and get 

23 off the amusement ride safely prior to getting on the 
24 amusement ride. 

25 b. Has located, read, and understood any 
26 vicinity of the amusement ride and meets any 
27 medical, or other requirements. 

signs in the 

posted height, 

28 c. Knows the range and limits of the rider's ability and 
29 knows the requirements of the amusement ride will not exceed 
30 those limits. 

31 d. Is not under the influence of alcohol or any drug that 

32 affects the rider's ability to safely use the amusement ride 
33 or obey the posted rules or oral instructions. 

34 e. Is authorized by the amusement owner or the amusement 
35 owner's employee, agent, or servant to get on the amusement 
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1 ride. 

2 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 88A.l6 NOTICE TO RIDERS. 

3 1. An amusement owner shall display signs indicating the 

4 applicable rider safety responsibilities provided in section 

5 88A.l5 and the location of stations to report injuries. The 

6 signs must be located in all of the following locations: 

7 a. Each station for reporting an injury. 

8 b. Each first aid station. 

9 c. Any of the following locations: 

10 (1) At least four other locations on the premises, 

11 including any premises entrance or exit, if there are no more 

12 than four entrances or exits for riders. 

13 (2) At least four other locations on the premises, 

14 including the four premises entrances and exits most commonly 

15 used by riders, if there are more than four entrances and 

16 exits for riders. 

17 (3) Every amusement ride. 

18 2. 

19 ride. 

An amusement owner shall post a sign at each amusement 

Any sign required by this subsection must be 

20 prominently displayed at a conspicuous location, clearly 

21 visible to the public, and bold and legible in design. The 

22 sign must include all of the following that apply: 

23 (1) Operational instructions. 

24 (2) Safety guidelines for riders. 

25 (3) Restrictions on the use of the amusement ride. 

26 (4) Behavior or activities that are prohibited. 

27 (5) A legend providing that, "State law requires riders to 

28 obey all warnings and directions for this amusement ride and 

29 behave in a manner that will not cause or contribute to the 

30 injury of themselves or others. Riders must report injuries 

31 prior to leaving the premises. Failure to comply is 

32 punishable by fine or imprisonment." 

33 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 88A.l7 CONSTRUCTION. 

34 Sections 88A.l5 and BBA.l6 shall not be construed to 

35 preclude a criminal prosecution or civil action available 

-4-
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1 under any other provision of law. 
2 EXPLANATION 
3 This bill amends Code chapter 88A to include provisions 
4 related to amusement ride rider safety. 
5 The bill provides that an amusement ride rider or the 
6 rider's parent or guardian shall report in writing to the 

7 amusement owner any injury sustained by the amusement rider 
8 before leaving the amusement owner's premises. If the rider 
9 or the rider's parent or guardian is unable to report t~e 

10 injury due to the severity of the injury, the injury must be 
11 reported as soon as reasonably possible. The bill requires 
12 riders to obey the reasonable safety rules posted and oral 
13 instructions given and requires riders to refrain from acting 
14 in any manner that may cause or contribute to injuring the 
15 rider or others. The bill requires that a rider not get on an 
16 amusement ride unless the rider has sufficient knowledge of 

17 the safe use of the ride, understands 
18 restrictions, knows the limits of the 

influence of alcohol or 

warnings and 
rider's abilities, is 
any drug, and is 19 not under the 

20 authorized by the amusement owner, employee, agent, or servant 
21 to get on the ride. 
22 The bill requires amusement owners to display signs 
23 indicating the applicable rider safety responsibilities and 
24 the location of the stations to report injuries. The bill 
25 provides locations where these signs must be located. The 
26 bill requires an amusement owner to post a sign at each 
27 amusement ride which states the operation instructions of the 
28 ride, safety guidelines for riders, restrictions on the use of 
29 the ride, behavior and activities that are prohibited, and a 
30 warning requiring compliance with the rules and restrictions. 
31 The bill provides that amusement ride rider safety Code 
32 sections shall not be construed to preclude a criminal 
33 prosecution or civil action available under any other Code 
34 section. 
35 The bill provides that a person failing to obey a safety-
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1 related requirement listed on a sign displayed at an amusement 

2 ride is guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

3 

4 
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10 

11 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SENATE FILE 2383 

AN AC"r 

REL.A'TING TO AMUSEMENT RIDE RIDER SAPET'i, PROVIDING A 
PBN~LT'i, AND PROV£DING AN EFF£CTIVE DATE. 

BE I 'I' RNACTEO B'i Ttl£ GENERAL ASS£HBL't Of TUB STATB OP IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 88A.l, Code 1997, ie amended by adding 
the following new subsections: 

tiBW SUBSECTION. 8A. ''Parent or 9uard!an" means a parent, 
custodian, or guardian or person responsible for the control, 

safety, training, or education ot a rider who 1a a minor or 
person with a disability. 

NEW SUBSHC'l'ION. SIA. "R1der'' r-1eana a person waitinQ in the 
immediate vicinity of an ftfflUBement ride to get on the 

amusement ride, gettin9 on an a~uaemant ride, using an 
amusement ride, getting off an amusement r1de, or leaving an 
amusement r1de and at111 1n the irumediate vicinity of the 

am.uocment ride. ''Rider" does not include an employee, &Qent, 
or servant of the amusement owner while enqaqed in the dut1ee 
of their employment. 

NEW SUBSECTION. 9B. "Sign" n:r.ean!r any ayrnbol or language 
reasonably calculated to communicate information to a rider or 
the rider's parent or guardian, including placards, 
prerecorded messages, l1ve public address, stickers, pictures, 

pictograms, video, verbal information, and visual signals. 
Sec. 2. Section 88A.l, subsection 2, Code 1997, is amended 

to read as follows: 

2. "Amusement ride" means any mechanized deviceL or 
combination of devices which carries paasenqers alonq, around, 

or over a fixed or restricted course for the purpose of glvinq 

its paasengera amusement, pleasure, thrills, or excitement. 
~'Amusement ride" does not include a device or structure that 
ls devoted principally to exhibitions related to agricultureL 
~h~_P.!_~_s, education, lndustry, religion, or science. 

~;. • • 
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Sec. 3. Section 88A.l0, Code 199'1, iR amended by addinq 

the followln9 new subsection: 
NEW Stl!.[_~. 3. A penJOn who falls to obey a safety 

related requirement listed on a sign displayed at an aTMSement 

ride pursuant to section 88A.l6, subsection 2, la oubject to a 
civil penalty of one hundred dollars. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 88A.l5 RIDER SAFCTY. 

1. A rider or the rider's parent or guardian shall report 
in writing to the operator or the operator's designee, on 
forms provided by the operator or the Operator's designee, any 
lnjury sustained on an amusenent ride before leaving the 
operator's premises. The report ohall include all of the 

followin~ information: 

a. The name, address, and phone number of the injured 
person. 

b. A brief description of the incident, the injury 

claimed, and the location, date, and time of the injury. 
c. The cause of the injury, if known. 

d. The name, address, and phone number of any ~itnces to 
the incident. 

2. If the rider or the rider's par&nt or guardian la 
unable to file a report because of the severity of the rider's 
injuries, the rider or the rlder'a parent or guardian shall 
file the report ae soon ao reaoonably po9sible. The failure 
of a rider or the rider's parent or quardian to report an 
injury under this section does not affect the rider's riqht to 

co~mence a civil action related to the incident. 
3. A rider &hall, at a mlnimun, do all of the following: 

a. Obey the reasonable safety rules posted in accordance 
with this chapter and oral instructions foe an amusement ride 
issued by the operator or the operator's employee or agent, 

unless the safety rules or oral instructions are contrary to 
the safety rules of thia chapter. 

b. Refrain from actln9 in any rt!anruH that may cause or 
contribute to injuring the rider or othP.rs, includin9 all of 
the following: 

CJ) ., 
1\.) 
w 
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(1) Bxcecdinq the 1im1ta of the r1der'a ability. 
{21 Interfering with safety devices that are provided. 
(3) Fallin9 to engage safoty devices tbat are provided. 
(4} Disconnecting or disabling a safety device except at 

the expreaa instruction of the operator. 
(5} Alterinq or enbancinq tbe intended ape&d, course, or 

direction of an amusement ride. 
(6) Using tbe controls o! an amusenent ride d~aigned 

solely to be operated by the operator. 
(7) Bxtendinq arms and legs beyond the carrier or seating 

area except at the express direction o! the operator. 
(8) Throwing, dropping, or expelling an object from or 

toward an amuaement ride except as per~itted by the operator. 
(9} Getting on or off an amusement r1de except at the 

desi9nated time and area, if any, at the direction of the 
operator or in an emergency. 

(10) Not reasonably controllln9 the apeed or direction of 
the rider's person or an amusement ride that requires th& 
rider to control or direct the rider'& person or a device. 

4. A rider shall not <Jet on or attempt to get on an 
amusement ride unleas the rider or the rider's parent or 
guardian reasonably deter~ines that, at a minimum, the rider 
meets all of the followlnq crlter1a1 

a. Has sufficient knowled<Je to uee, get on, and qet ott 
the amusement ride safely without instruction or has requested 
and received sufficient infor~ation lo get on, uae, and <Jet 
off the amusement ride safely prior to getting on the 

amusement ride. 
b. Ras located, read, and understood any si9na in the 

vicinity of the amusement ride and meets any posted height, 
medical, or other requirements. 

c. Knows the range and limit& of the rider's ability and 
ii,(,<Jw& t.to-a rGqulrer..cnt:; o~ the ~::-.:.:ce~cr.t ::-~c!e ·.t!ll r:ct excl!ed 

those limits, 

- • 
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d. Is not under the influence of alcohol or any drug that 
affects the rider's ahility to aa!ely use the amusement ride 
or obey the posted rules or oral inBtructiona. 

e. Is authorized by the operator or the operator's 
employee, agent, or servant to get on the amusement ride. 

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 88A,l6 NOTICE TO RIDERS. 
1. An operator &hall display signa indicat1nq the 

applicable rider safety responalbllit1es provided in section 
88A,l5 and the location of stations to report injuries. The 
signa must be located in all of the followinq locations: 

a. Each station for reportinq an lnjury. 
b. Bach first aid station. 
c. Any of the followinq locations: 
(1) At least two other locations on the premises, 

including any premises entrance or exit moat commonly used by 
riders, if there are no more than four entrances or exits !or 

rldera. 
(2) At least four other locations on the premises, 

includinq the !our premises entrances and exits most commonly 
used by riders, i! there are more than four entrances and 

exite for riders. 
(3) Every amusement ride. 
2. An operator shall post a sign at each amusement ride. 

Any slqn required by this subsection must be prominently 
displayed at a conspicuous location, clearly visible to the 
public, and bold and legible in de&i<Jn. The sign must include 
all of the following that apply: 

a. Operational lnstructlona. 
b. Safety guidelines for elders. 
c. Restrictions on the use of the amusement ride. 
d. Behavior or activitiee that are prohibitad. 
e. A legend providing that, ''State- la.,.. requires elders to 

ct;cy all ~:arr.i~~e a~d !.H'I"~Cti'="!'\8 for thh Jtmuae-f!'.ent ride and 
behave in a manner that will not cause or contribute to the 
injury of themselves or others. Riders must report injuries 

• 
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,,. prior to leaving the premises. Failure to comply is 

punishable by fine." 
Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 88A.l7 CONSTRUCTION. 
sections 88A.l5 and 88A.l6 shall not be construed to 

preclude a criminal prosecution or civil action available 

under any other provision of law. 
Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act shall take effect on 

January l, 1999. 
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