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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the time for review of the reorganization of a 

2 public utility by the utilities board and providing an 

3 effective date. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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SENATE FILE 2351 
S-5302 

l Amend Senate File 2351 as follows: 
2 ~. Page 1, line 5, by striking the words ''n~nety 
3 one hundred eighty'' and inserting the following: 
4 "!1inety". 
S 2. Page l, line 7, by striking the word ''sixty'' 
6 and inserting the following: "ninety". 

By MARY A. LUNDBY 

S-5302 FILED MARCH 23, 1998 
ADOPTED (f. 80?0) 
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S.P. H.P. 

1 Section l. Section 476.77, subsecti~ .. 2, Code 1991, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

1 2. A proposal for reorganization shall be deemed to have 

4 been approved unless the board disapproves the proposal within 

S nine~y one hundred eighty days after its filing. The board, 

6 for good cause shown, may extend the deadline for acting on an 

7 application for an additional period not to exceed sixty days. 

8 However, the board shall not disapprove a proposal for 

9 reorganization without providing for notice and opportunity 

10 for hearing. The notice of hearing shall be provided no later 

ll than fifty days after the proposal for reorganization has been 

12 filed. 

\3 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

14 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

10> EXPLANATION 

16 This bill extends the time for review of a reorganization 

17 of a public utility by the Iowa utilities board from 90 to 180 

18 days. The bill also provides that the utilities board may 

19 extend the deadline for acting on the application for an 

20 additional time period not to exceed 60 days for good cause. 

21 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 
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SENATE FI~E :lr5/:$ii 
BY CO~~ITTEE ON CObL~ERCE 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2058) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 23, 1998) 

- New Language by the Senate l 

P~ssed Senate, Date 
( ~· ~~-~ \ I t 

Passed House, Date 4 (p 18 
Vote: Ayes ___ Nays Vote: Ayes lttlJ Nays _Q__ __ 

Approved __ ....;;"+-/ t-f..._.t('-1-}+q-"-~----

An 

BE 

A Bill FOR 

Act relating to the time for review of the reorganization of a 
public utility by the utilities board ar.:' providi."!n <nl 

effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TRE STATE OF IOWA: 

Sf' 235l. 
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S.F. 23~/ H.F. 

Section ~. Seccion C75.77, subsec~ion 2, Code 1997, is 

2 amended cO ~eaci as follows: 

3 2~ A prcposal for ~eorganization shall be deemed tc hava 

4 be~n ~pproved ~nless t~e board disepp~cves the p~oposal wi:hin 

5 ni~ety days afte~ its filing. The ~cerd1 for oood cause 
~ 

5 snow:'l,- :;·~av ex-c.e::.c. 'cr1e dead~ir.~ fer a.ctinq o:--; 2!:·_ a·ovlicc.tior; 

8 th-? bcc.rd s.J.all :-.ct d.:.sa;?-prove a 

S wit~c~~ prc~idi~g fo: notice and OP?C:Ct:.!::ity for hearing.. The 

lJ notice of hEa:in£ shal~ be provided no later than fifty days 

ll afte~ the ?ropcsa: for reorganization hzs bean filed. 

12 Seco 2. EPFECT~VE CATE. This Act: bei~g deemed of 

13 immediate i~portcnce, takes effect upon enactmente 
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Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

SENATE/HOUSE FILE 

BY (PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF 

COMMERCE/UTILITIES DIVISION 

BILL) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

1 An Act relating to the time for review of the reorganization of a 

2 public utility by the utilities board and providing an 

3 effective date. 
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

. . .. 
1 Secti6n i. Section 476.77, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. A proposal for reorganization shall be deemed to have 

4 been approved unless the board disapproves the proposal within 

5 n±nety one hundred eighty days after its filing. The board, 

6 for good cause shown, may extend the deadline for acting on an 

7 application for an additional period not to exceed sixty days. 

8 However, the board shall not disapprove a proposal for 

9 reorganization without providing for notice and opportunity 

10 for hearing. The notice of hearing shall be provided no later 

11 than fifty days after the proposal for reorganization has been 

12 filed. 

13 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

14 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

15 EXPLANATION 

16 This bill extends the time for review of a reorganization 

17 of a public utility by the Iowa utilities board from 90 to 180 

18 days. The bill also provides that the utilities board may 

19 extend the deadline for acting on the application for an 

20 additional time period not to exceed 60 d~ys for good cause. 

21 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE 

RE· 

Members of the General Assembly 

Iowa Utilities Board 

January 12, 1998 

LSB NO. 3266DP 77 

Ss8 Z()S: 

IOWA UTILITIES BOARD 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Currently when a proposed utility merger is filed, the Board has 90 days to 
review the proposal. A proposed merger 1s docketed as a formal proceeding 
which includes prefiled testimony, rebuttal testimony, a formal hearing, 1n1tial 
briefs, and reply briefs Under the 90-day t1me frame, the Board has only 14 
days after the reply briefs are filed to prepare for an open meeting and issue a 
written decision. 

As the utility industry continues to change, it is likely that future mergers will be 
more regional in nature. An increase in the number of interests represented 
before the Board results in more information and positions to analyze and 
summarize. The number of intervenors and 1ssues raised increases the amount 
of time necessary to perform the essential analysis of complex issues. 

Neighboring states have no statutory deadlines but tend to complete merger 
review within 180 days. This bill extends the time period for the review of 
reorganizations from 90 to 180 days with an additional 60 days for good cause. 
Increasing the review period allows for a more thorough analysis of the issues. 
The Iowa Utilities Board wants to ensure that our role in proposed mergers is on 
an equal footing with other state and federal agencies so that the interests of all 
Iowans may be protected. 
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SENATE FILE 23~1 

AN ACT 

RELATING tO THE TIME FOR REVJ~~ OF THB REORGANIZATION OF A 
PUBLIC UT1LlT~ 8¥ TH8 UTILITIES BOARD AND PROVIDING AN 

Ef'FECTIVE OATIL 

BF. IT ENACTED BY TRB GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA1 

section 1. Section 476.77, aubaect1on 2, Code 1997, is 

amended to read as follows: 
2. A proposal for reorganizatlon shall be deemed to have 

been approved unless the board disapproves the proposal within 
ninety days after its filing. The board, for good cause 
shown, may extend the deadline for acting on an application 
for an additional period not to exceed nln&ty days, However, 
the board shall not disapprove a proposal for reorganization 
without providing for notice and opportunity for hearing. The 
notice of hearing shall be provided no later than fifty days 
after the proposal for reorqani~ation has been filed. 

• • 
Senate F1le 2351, p. 2 

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

fn!.-ned1ate importance, takes eftect upon enactment. 

HAA'i E. KRAMER 

President of the Senate 

ROll J. CORBET'I' 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that thi~ b1ll oriqinated 1n the Senate and 

is known as Senate Pile 2351, seventy-seventh General Assembly. 

Approved ~· 

TBRR'i E. DRANSTAO 

Governor 

MARY PAT GUNDERSOU 

Secretary of the Senate 
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