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l An Act relating to contracts for the medical and surgical 

2 treatment and care of indigent persons. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F . .;!;LJ!J H.F. 

l Section l. Section 255.3, Code 1997, 1s amQ~ded to read as 

2 follows: 

3 255.3 apA~fBN~n-BBPINES ~EFINITIONS. 

4 9~e-~o~d-npat±entn-as-u~ed-±n-thi~-~ha~te~ 

5 L. ''Health care facility" or ''hospital" means a health 

6 care facility or hospital under contract with the state 

7 university of Iowa to provide treatment or care under this 

8 chapter. 

9 2. "Patient" means the person against whom the compla:.nt 

10 1s filed. 

11 Sec. 2. Section 255.8, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 255.8 HEARING -- ORDER -- EMERGENCY CASES -- CANCELLATION 

14 OF COMMITMENTS. 

15 The county attorney and the general assistance director, or 

16 other agent of the board of supervisors of the county, shall 

17 appear ac the hearing. The complainant, the county attorney, 

18 the general assistance director or other agent of the board of 

19 supervisors, and the patient, or any person representing the 

20 patient, may introduce evidence and be heard. IE the court 

21 finds that the patient is a legal resident of Iowa and is 

22 p:egnanc or is suffering from a malady or deformity which can 

23 probably be improved or cured or advantageously treated by 

24 medical or surgical treatment or hospital care, and that 

25 neither che patient nor any person legally char-geable with the 

2& patient's support is able to pay the expenses, then che clerk 

27 o: courty-e~~e~~-in-ebstet~±eai-eeses-a~d-o~~hopedie-eas~s, 
28 shcil~ ~~cediacely as~e~ta~~-f~em-the-a6mi~t±n~-phys~eia~-at 
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l ortho~edie-ea~e~ 7 -that-a-person-of-the-a9e-or-se~-of-the 

2 pat±ent,-or-affl±eted-by-the-eomptaint;-d±sea~e7-or-deform~ty 

3 with-wh±eh-the-person-±s-efftieted,-eannot-be-reeeived-es-a 

4 petient-at-the-~n±vers±ty-ho~pitai-w±thin-the-period-of-thirty 

S deys 7 -the~-the-eottrt-or-the-e±erk-shati enter an order 

6 directing the board of supervisors of the county to provide 

7 adequate treatment at county expense for the patient at horne 

8 or in a the nearest hospital capable of providing appropriate 

9 treatment. ebstetrieal-eeses-and-orthopedie-eases-may-be 

10 eommitted-to-the-an±versity-hospita±-withottt-re9ard-to-the 

ll iimitin9-period-of-thirty-days~ 

12 In any case of emergency the court or the clerk without 

13 previous inquiry may at its discretion order the patient to be 

14 in~ediately taken to and accepted by the ttnivers±ty-hospital 

15 nearest hospital capable of providing appropriate treatment 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

7.1 

22 

16 for the necessary care as provided in section 255.11,-bttt-if 

stteh-a-patient-eannot-be-immediate±y-eeeepted-at-the 

oniversity-hospitat-as-aseerta±ned-by-teiephone-if-neeessary, 

the-eottrt-or-the-eterk-may-enter-an-order-as-in-eertain-eases 

above-set-forth-direetin9-the-board-of-sttpervisors-to-provide 

ade~~ate-treatment-at-eottnty-expense-for-the-said-patient-et 

ho~e-or-±n-a-hosp~ta±. 

n 
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26 
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28 

29 
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Sec. 3. Section 255.13, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

follO\vS: 

255.13 ATTENDANT-- PHYSICIAN-- COMPENSATION. 

If the physician appointed to examine the patient shei! 

eertify certifies that an attendant to accompany the patient 

lo rh~ s~id hospital i.s necessary, and ~he-university ~ 

hospita~ attendant and ambulance service is not available, 

the~ lhe court or ~~dge or clerk of the court may appoint an 

3i att2ndant who shali receive not exeeed±"9 more th~n two 

32 dollars per day fo~ the time thtts necessarily employed and 

33 act~a~ necessary traveling expenses by the mosc feasible route 

34 to said the hospital whether by ambulance, ~rain or 

35 automo01le; Out i: s·~,:=i.-t the appointee is a rel.ative of 
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1 patient or a member of the patient's immediate family, or 

2 receives a salary or other compensation from the public for 

3 the appointee's services, no ~tteh per diem compensation shall 

4 be paid for attendant services. The physician appointed by 

5 the court or clerk to make the examination and report shall 

6 receive tne~efo~ three dollars for each examination and report 

7 !!0 made and the physician's actual necessary expenses incurred 

8 ln making such examination, but if ~aid the physician receives 

9 a salary or other compensation from the public for the 

10 physician's full-time services, then no stteh examination fee 

11 shall be paid. The actual, necessary expenses of transporting 

12 and caring for the patient shall be paid as he~einafte~ 

13 provided in this chapter. 

14 Sec. 4. Section 255.14, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 255.14 EXPENSES -- HOW PAID. 

:7 An itemized, verified statement of all charges provided for 

18 1n sections 255.8 and 255.13, in cases where the patient ls 

19 admitted or accepted for treatment at the-ttn±~e~~ity ~ 

20 hospital shall be filed with the ~ttpe~intendent director or 

21 administrator of the ttni~ersity hospital, and upon the 

22 ~ttperintendent~s director's or administrator's recommendation 

23 when cipproved by the judge or clerk of the court ttnde~-who~e 

24 order-the-same-were-±nettrred who issued the order for med~cal 

25 or surgical treatment or hospital care, they shall be charged 

26 on the regular bill for the maintenance, transportatio~L and 

21 treatment of the patient, and be audited and paid ln the 

?8 ~anner as ~e~e±nafte~ provided in this chapter. 

29 Sec. 5. Section 255.15, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

J: 255.15 0UTY OF ADMITTING PHYSICIAN AT HOSPITA~. 

)~ ?~e-eHtho~±~ies-in-eo~~roi-of-the-med±ea~-eo~~e;e-s~d±~ 

1~ ~~~ignate-som~-ph1sieie~--~~-pass-Hpon-~M~-ad~±esio~-~f-~he 
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1 avaitabte,-a-eet,-hed,-or-room-in-the-ho~pitat 7 -and-to-assign 

2 the-pat+ent-to-the-appropriate-et±n±e-and-for-t~eetment-by-the 

3 p~ope~-phy~ie±en,-~ntes5 7 -±n-the-physieian~5-j~dgment 7 -the 

4 presenee-of-the-petient-in-the-hospitat-wo~td-be-dangero~e-to 

5 othe~-~et±ents,-o~-there-±s-no-rea5onabte-probabitity-thst-the 

6 pat~e~~-may-be-benef±ted-by-the-propo~ed-treatment-~r-ho~pitat 

7 eare~ If the an admitting physician denies admission to the 

8 hosoital to which the patient has been assigned by a county 

9 for medical or surgical treatment or hospital care in 

lO accordance with this chapter, or if a clinic physician or 

ll surgeon declines to treat the patient, the physician or 

12 surgeon shall make a report of the reasons for the denial of 

13 admission or treatment. The director or administrator shall 

l4 submit the report to the state university of Iowa v1ithin ten 

15 days of the denial. The hospital shall also preserve a copy 

16 in the records of the hospital. 

l 7 Sec. 6. Section 255.16, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 255.16 COUNTY QUOTAS. 

20 Subject to subsequent qualifications in this section, there 

21 shall be treated at the university hospital, or at a hospital 

22 under contract with the state university of Iowa in accordance 

23 wit~ this chapter, during each fiscal year a number of 

24 co~nitted indigent patients from each county which bears the 

25 same relation to the total number of committed indigent 

26 patients admitted during the year as the population of the 

27 county bears to the total population 

28 the last preceding official census. 

of the state according to 

This standard applies to 

29 indigene patiencs, the expenses of whose commitment, 

30 transportation, care, and treatment are borne by appropriated 

31 funds, and does not govern the admission of obstetrical 

33 

34 

35 

32 patients under chapter 255A or obstetrical or orthopedic 

patients under this chapter in accordance with eligibility 

standards pursuant to section 255A.5. If the number of 

patients admitted to hospitals from any county in accordance 
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1 with this chapter exceeds by more than ten percen~ the county 

2 quota as fixed under the first sentence of this section, the 

J charges and expenses of the care and treatme~t of the patients 

4 in excess of ten percent of the quota shall De paid from the 

5 funds of the county at actual cost; but if the number of 

6 excess patients from any county does not exceed ten percent, 

7 all costs, expenses, and charges incurred in their behalf 

8 shall be paid from the state appropriation for the support of 

9 the ho~pitai university hospitals. Notwithstanding the quota 

10 established for a county under this section, the governor, 

ll upon a finding of necessity due to a regional or statewide 

12 economic emergency, may increase a county's quota of the 

13 number of committed indigent patients admitted to the 

14 tt"iversity 

15 Sec. 7. 

16 follows: 

~hospital as provided in this 

section 255.17, Code 1997, is 

chapter. 

amended to read as 

17 255.17 REPORT OF PHYSICIAN tN-€HAR6E-8P-€btNte. 

18 If the physician or surgeon i,-ehar~e-of-the-e±±nie,-or to 

19 whom the patient has been assigned for treatment, under this 

20 chapter declines to treat the patient, the physician or 

21 surgeon shall make a report of the physician's or surgeon's 

22 examination of the patient, and state in the report to the 

23 state university of Iowa the reasons for declining the 

24 treatment. 

25 Sec. 8. Section 255.19, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

26 follows: 

27 255.19 TREATMENT OF OTHER PATIENTS -- OSE OF EARNINGS FOR 

28 NEW FACILITIES. 

29 9he-ttniver~±ty-hospita~ Hospital authorities may at their 

30 discretion receive into che hospital £or med~cal, obstetrical 

31 or surgical treatment or hospital cac2, patients not co~mitted 

32 thereto under the provis ons of this chapter; but the 

33 t rear.ment or care of such ;:>atients shall net in any v1ay 

34 : ."!tc·rfere with the prope: .. ~dical or su:-~.Lca.J. treatment cr 

-::-.-
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1 Hospital ambulances and ambulance personnel may be used for 

2 the transportation of s~eh the patients at a reasonable charge 

3 if specialized equipment is required and is not otherwise 

4 available and if such use does not interfere with the 

5 ambulance transportation of patients committed to the 

6 hospital. 

7 All of the provisions of this chapter except as to 

8 commitment of patients shall apply to such patients. ~he 

9 ttrt~vers~ty-ho~pita~ Hospital authorities shall collect from 

10 the person or persons liable for the support of ~tteh-pat~ents 

11 a patient's reasonable charges for hospital care and service 

12 and deposit the same with the treasurer of the ~rti~ersity 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

13 hospital for the use and benefit of the ttftiversity hospital 

except as specified for obstetrical patients pursuant to 

section 25SA.9. Earn~nqs-o£-the-hospitai-whether-from-p~ivate 

patients 1 -eost-patients7 -or-~ndiqents-shai~-be-admirtistered-so 

as-to-~nerease-as-mtteh-as-poss~b~e,-the-serviee-a~a~lable-for 

indiqents 1 -ineittdinq-the-aeqttisition,-eonstrttetion, 

reeonstrttetion,-eompletion,-eqttipment,-improvemeftt,-repair, 

and-remodeiinq-of-mediea±-b~ildinqs-and-faei~ities-and 

addition~-thereto-ano-the-payment-of-prineipai-and-interest-on 

bonds-isstted-to-finanee-the-eost-thereof-as-attthori~ed-by-the 

7.3 p~ovisions-of-ehapter-263A7 The physicians and surgeons on 

24 the hospital staff who care for patients provided for in this 

25 section may charge for their medical services ~nder-stteh 

26 rtties,-reqttlations-and-pian-therefor-as-approved-by-tne-state 

27 board-of-reqents. 

28 Sec. 9. Section 255.23, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 255.23 TREATMENT GRATUITOUS-- EXCEPTION. 

31 No ~ physician, surgeon, or nurse employed by the state 

32 board of regents who shall treat or care for stteh ~ patient 

33 under this chapter shall not charge or receive any 

34 compensation therefor for the treatment or care provided 

35 except the salary or compensation fixed by the state board of 
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1 regents to be paid from the hospital funds. lf the physician, 

2 surgeon, or nurse is not in the regular emplov of the statP 

3 board of regents, the compensation shall be paid by the county 

4 upon approval of the board of supervisors. 

5 Sec. 10. Section 255.24, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

6 follows: 

7 255.24 RECORD AND REPORT OF EXPENSES -- PURCHASES. 

B The ~upe~i"tende"t director or administrator of geid the 

9 hospital shall keep a correct account of all medicine, care, 

10 and maintenance furnished to 58id patients who receive 

ll treatment as provided under this chapter, and shall make and 

12 file with the director of revenue and finance an itemized, 

13 sworn statement of all expenses the~eof incurred in seid the 

14 hospital as provided in this chapter. But-the-supe~intendeMt 

15 The director or administrator shall render separate bills 

16 showing the actual cost of all appliances, instruments, x-ray, 

17 and other special services used in connection with such 

18 treatment, commitments, and transportation to and from the 

19 seid-uniYers±ty hospital, including the expenses of attendants 

20 and escorts. 

21 All purchases of materials, appliances, instrumentsL and 

22 supplies by the uniYer5ity hospital, in cases where more than 

/3 one hundred dollars is to be expended, and where the prices of 

24 the commodity or commodities to be purchased are subject to 

25 competition, shall be upon open competi~ive quotations, and 

26 all contracts therefor shall be subject to the provisions of 

27 chapter 72. However, purchases may be made through a hospital 

28 group purchasing organization provided that tl~~ve~si~y 

29 ho~p~tal3 the hospital is a member of the organization and the 

30 group purchasing organization selects the items to be offered 

31 to members through a competitive bidding process. 

32 Sec. ll. Section 255.28, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 255.28 TRANSFER OF PAT~ENTS FROM STATE INSTITUTIONS. 

35 The director of-the-~epu~tment of humac services, in 

-7-
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l respect to institutions under the director's control, the 

2 administrator of any of the divisions of the department, in 

3 respect to the institutions under the administrator's control, 

4 the director of the Iowa department of corrections, in respect 

5 to the institutions under the department's control, and the 

6 state board of regents in with respect to the Iowa braille and 

7 sight saving school and the Iowa school for the deaf, may send 

8 any inmate, student, or patient of an institution, or any 

9 person committed or applying for admission to an institution, 

10 to the nearest hospital or-the-medi~8l-~ollege-of-the-state 

ll ~n±¥e~s±ty for treatment and care as provided in this chapter, 

12 without securing the order of court required in other cases. 

13 The department of human services, the Iowa department of 

14 correctionsL and the state board of regents, shall 

15 respectively pay the traveling expenses of a patient thus 

16 committed, and when necessary the 

17 attendant for the patient, out of 

18 use of the institution from which 

19 Sec. 12. Section 255.29, Code 

20 follows: 

traveling expenses of an 

funds appropriated for the 

the patient is sent. 

1997, is amended to read as 

21 255.29 MEDICAL CARE FOR PAROLEES AND PERSONS ON WORK 

22 RELEASE. 

23 The director of the Iowa department of corrections may send 

24 former inmates of the institutions provided for in section 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

904.102, 

hospital 

!ow a for 

without 

cases. 

patient 

while on parole or work release, to the nearest 

of-the-eollege-o£-med±e±ne-of-the-state-Hnive~s±ty-of 

treatment and care as provided in this chapter, 

securing the order of the court required in other 

The director may pay the traveling expenses of any 

thus committed, and when necessary the traveling 

31 expenses of an attendant of the patient out of funds 

32 appropriated for the use of the department. 

33 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 255.31 CONTRACTS FOR NEAREST 

34 HOSPITAL TREATMENT AND CARE. 

35 The state university of Iowa, in consultation with the 
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1 department of inspections and appeals and the department of 

2 public health, shall contract with hospitals and health care 

3 facilities licensed under chapter 135B or l35C to provide the 

4 nearest safe and adequate treatment possible for patients 

5 served under this chapter. All providers of services under 

6 this chapter shall agree to accept as full payment the 

7 reimbursements allowable under the medical assistance program 

8 established pursuant to chapter 249A, adjusted for intensity 

9 of care. 

10 Sec. 14. Section 255A.2, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 255A.2 OBSTETRICAL AND NEWBORN INDIGENT PATIENT CARE 

l3 PROGRAM. 

14 A statewide obstetrical and newborn indigent patient care 

15 program is established for the purpose of providing 

16 obstetrical and newborn care to medically indigent residents 

17 of this state. Appropriations by the general assembly for 

18 this chapter shall be allocated for the obstetrical and 

19 newborn patient care fund within the Iowa department of public 

20 health and shall be utilized for the obs~etrical and newborn 

71 indigent patient care program as specified in this chapter. 

22 tnd~gen~-pat~ents-±n-need-or-sue~-eare-res±d~ng-±n-the 

23 eount~es-of-eedar,-e~±nton,-fowa,-ao~nson,-~eokuk,-bouisay 

24 Museat~ne,-Seott,-and-Was~±ngton-sha~i-be-pro~±ded-the-eare-at 

2~ the-un~~ers±ty-~osp~ta~s-under-the-non~uota-obstetrieai 

26 pr~gram-under-ehapter-~55~ 

27 Sec. 15. Section 255A.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

28 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

29 A woman who resides in a county which exceeds the patient 

30 quota ailocated for the county, and who has been deemed 

31 eligible under section 255A.S, shall be served a~-the 

32 Bn~~er5~~y-ot-fowa-hos~~ta±s-and-eiin±e5 pursuant to section 
33 255.16. 

34 Sec. 16. Section 255A.8, Code 1997, is amended to ~ead as 

35 follows: 

-9-
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l 255A.8 REIMBURSABLE COSTS OF CARE. 

2 The obstetrical and newborn care costs of a person 

3 certified for such care under this chapter at a licensed 

4 hospital or health care facility or from licensed physicians 

5 shall be paid by the Iowa department of public health from the 

6 obstetrical and newborn patient care fund. However, a 

7 physician who is in the employ of the university of Iowa 

8 hospitals and clinics and who provides obstetrical or newborn 

9 care at the H"±~e~sity university of Iowa hospitals and 

10 clinics to a person certified for care under this chapter is 

11 not entitled to receive any compensation for the provision of 

12 such care i"-aeee~ea"ee-w±th-~eet±e"-~55~~3. 

13 EXPLANATION 

14 This bill requires the state university of Iowa, 1n 

lS consultation with the department of inspections and appeals 

16 and the department of public health, to contract with licensed 

17 hospitals and health care facilities to provide the nearest 

18 safe and adequate treatment possible for patients served under 

19 this Code chapter 255. All providers of services under this 

20 Code chapter must agree to accept as full payment the 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

reimbursements allowable under the medical assistance program 

established pursuant to Code chapter 249A, adjusted for 

intensity of care. 
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