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An Act requiring a peace officer to assist an abused person in 

2 removing clothing, medical items, and other personal effects 

3 for the immediate need of the abused person and any children 

4 in that person's care. 
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ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S-5137 
l 

SENATE FILE 2210 

Amend_Senate File 2210 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 

• 1. _Title page, line 2, by striking the word 
re;ov1ng'' and inserting the following: "obtaining''. 

·• Title ~age, line 2, by inserting after the 
word effects the following: "from the dwelling". 

By MIKE CONNOLLY 

S-5137 FILED MARCH 4, 1998 
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S.F. ,;;., 23 0 H. F. 

1 Section l. Section 236.12, subsection l, p~:agraph a, Code 

2 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. If requested, remaining on the scene as iong as there 

4 1s a danger to an abused person's physical safety without the 

5 presence of a peace officer, including but not limited to 

6 staying i:1 the dwelling unit, or if unable to remain on the 

7 scene, assisting the person in leaving the residence. If 

8 necessary, the officer shall accompany :he abused person into 

9 the dwelling unit so that the abused person may remove 

10 personal clothing and personal effects, including any medicine 

ll or medical devices, of the abused person and of any child in 

1 ;> the abused person's care, as required for ti1e immediate needs 

11 of the abused person or child. The abused person shall be 

14 allowed to remove such items notwithstanding the claim that 

15 the abused person did not pay for such items. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 This bill amends the provision addressing the 

18 responsibilities of a peace officer when responding to a 

19 domestic abuse call. In addition to the current requirement 

20 that the peace officer remain in the dwelling or assist the 

21 abused person in leaving, the bill adds the requirement that 

22 the peace office shall accompany the abused person into the 

23 dwelling to obtain clothing and other personal effects, 

24 including medicine and medical devices, as required for the 

25 immediate needs of the abused person and any children in the 

26 care of that person. The items may be removed regardless of 

27 who paid for the items. 
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1 An Act requiring a peace officer to assist an abused person in 

obtaining clothing, medical items, and other personal effects 

from the dwelling for the immediate need of the abused person 

and any children in that person's care. 
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1 Section 1. Seccion 236.12, subsection l, paragraph a, Cede 

2 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. If requested, remaining on the scene as long as there 

4 is a danger to an abused person's physical safety without the 

5 presence of a peace officer, including but not limited to 

6 staying in the dwelling unit, or if unable to remain on the 

7 scene, assisting the person in leaving the residence. If 

8 necessary, the officer shall accompany the abused person into 

9 the dwelling unit so that the abused oerson mav remove 

J.O :Q£ESOnal clothing and personal effects, including any medicine 

:1 or med1cal devices, of the abused person and of any child in 

l2 :he abused oerson's care, as required for the immediate needs 

:3 of the abused person or child. The abused person shall be 

14 allowed to remove such items notwithstanding the claim that 

15 the abused oerson did not oay for such items. 
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