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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to a delay in implementing the inclusion of 

certain information on property tax statements by providing a 

deferral application process and providing an effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

2 

3 

4 BE 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

TLSB 3691SV 77 

scjsc/14 



S.F. 20~/ H.F. 

1 Section 1. REPORT TO TASK FORCE TO STUDY STATE AND LOCAL 

2 TAXATION. By October 1, 1998, representatives of the Iowa 

3 state treasurers association shall furnish a report to the 

4 task force, established by the legislative council, to study 

5 Iowa's system of state and local taxation. The report shall 

6 recommend a process by which counties and the state can 

7 achieve the goal of providing a uniform tax statement design 

8 to be used statewide for tax statements issued for the fiscal 

9 year beginning July l, 1999, and all subsequent fiscal years. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 445.5, subsection l, unnumbered paragraph 

11 2, Code Supplement 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

12 If the person receiving the statement is not the 

13 titleholder of record or contract holder of record of the 

14 parcel, that person shall pay a fee at the rate of t~10 dollars 

15 per parcel for each year. The treasurer shall 8t-the-same 

16 time deliver to the titleholder of record or contract holder 

17 of record a copy of the statement when the statement is 

18 provided to someone other than the titleholder or contract 

19 holder of record for the purpose of paying property taxes due. 

20 However, for a list of tax statements requested as one 

21 document, whether preeared electronically or otherwise, the 

22 treasurer may negotiate a reasonable fee for the cost of 

23 preparing the document. 

24 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 445.6 APPLICATION TO WAIVE TAX 

25 STATEMENT REQUIREMENTS. 

26 For the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1998, July 1, 1999, 

27 and July 1, 2000, a county may apply to the director of the 

28 department of management for a deferral in implementing the 

29 property tax statement format requirements of section 445.5, 

30 subsection 1, paragraphs "a" through "i". For the fiscal year 

31 beginning July 1, 1998, the application for deferral must be 

32 received by the department within thirty days of enactment of 

33 this Act. For the fiscal year beginning July l, 1999, the 

34 application for deferral must be received by the department on 

35 or before January 1, 1999. For the fiscal year beginning July 

-1-



-

S.F. H. F. 

1 1, 2000, the application for deferral must be received by the 

2 department on or before January 1, 2000. 

3 An application for deferral must outline in detail the 

4 reason why the county is requesting the deferral and why the 

5 county is unable to substantially comply with the tax 

6 statement format requirements of section 445.5, subsection 1. 

1 When reviewing a county's application, the director shall, 

8 among other factors, consider whether or not the county 

9 contracts with, or otherwise uses the services of, accounting 

10 vendors or computer software vendors who have software that 

11 will facilitate the timely implementation of the tax statement 

17. format requirements of section 445.5, subsection 1. A 

13 presumption arises that these counties are capable of 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

14 complying with the property tax statement format requirements 

of section 445.5, subsection l. The director shall notify the 

county treasurer of the director's decision within thirty days 

of receipt of a deferral application from the county. If the 

director grants a deferral to a county, application of the 

property tax statement format requirements of section 445.5, 

subsection 1, is waived for that county. 

21 

22 

21 

A county granted a deferral pursuant to this section shall, 

for the fiscal year for which the deferral is granted, provide 

with the tax statement an enclosure detailing comparative 

24 property tax data for each taxing authority in the county. 

25 The comparative data shall include the total amount of taxes 

26 levied by each taxing authority in the previous fiscal year 

27 and the current fiscal year, the dollar amount difference 

28 between the two amounts, and that same difference expressed as 

29 a percentage increase or decrease. The treasurer shall also 

30 publish the comparative data in each official newspaper in the 

31 county as determined pursuant to chapter 349. The comparative 

32 data enclosure and publication shall also contain a statement 

33 that the county received from the state a deferral from the 

34 timely implementation of the tax statement format 

35 requirements. 
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1 ~or the purposes of this section and section 445.5, "taxing 

2 authority" means a public body which has the authority to 

3 certify a tax to be levied, including townships, school 

4 districts, cities, and counties. 

5 Sec. 4. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

6 takes effect upon enactment. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 House File 726, enacted in 1997, required county treasurers 

9 to send a tax statement to the taxpayer and to the titleholder 

10 or contract holder of record. The legislation also requ:red 

11 that the tax statement contain specified comparative 

12 information. 

13 This bill requires representatives of the Iowa state 

14 treasurers association to report to the legislative council's 

15 task force on Iowa's system of state and local taxation on the 

16 various impacts of requiring counties to include comparative 

17 tax information on the property tax statement. 

18 The bill also allows a county to defer implementation of 

19 the property tax statement comparative data requirements for 

20 fiscal years 1998-1999, 1999-2000, and 2000-2001 by filing an 

21 application for deferral with the department of management. 

22 For the fiscal year beginning July l, 1998, the application 

23 for deferral must be received within 30 days of the effective 

24 date of this bill. For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 

25 1999, the application must be received on or before January l, 

26 1999. For the fiscal year beginning July l, 2000, the 

27 application must be received on or before January 1, 2000. 

28 The bill defines taxing authority to mean a public body which 

29 has the authority to certify a tax to be levied, including 

30 townships, school districts, cities, and counties. 

31 The bill also allows the county treasurer to negotiate a 

32 fee for tax lists requested which contain tax statement 

33 information for multiple parcels. 

34 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 

35 
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SENATE FILE 2061 
H-8801 

1 Amend Senate File 2061 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by i~serting before line 24, the 

A3 following: 
·~4 "Sec. Section 445.5, subsection 1, unnumbered 

5 paragraph-r; Code Supplement 1997, is amended to read 
6 as follows: 
7 As soon as practicable after receiving the tax list 
8 prescribed in chapter 443, the treasurer shall deliver 
9 to the ta~payer titleholder a statement of taxes due 

10 and payable which shall include the following 
11 information: 
12 Sec. Section 445.5, subsection 1, unnumbered 
13 paragraph 2, Code Supplement 1997, is amended by 
14 striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof 
15 the following: 
16 2. The county treasurer shall each year, upon 
17 request and without charge, deliver to the following 
18 persons or entities, or their duly authorized agents, 
19 a copy of the tax statement or a list of statements by 
20 parcel: 
21 a. Contract purchaser. 
22 b. Lessee. 
23 c. Mortgagee. 
24 d. Financial institution organized or chartered or 
25 holding an authorization certificate pursuant to 
26 chapter 524, 533, or 534. 
27 e. Federally chartered financial institution. 
28 3. A person other than those listed in subsection 

,eij. .9 2, who requests a tax statement or list of tax 
-~0 statements by parcel, shall pay a fee to the treasurer 

31 at a rate not to exceed two dollars per parcel." 
32 2. Title page, line l, by inserting after the 
33 word "to" the following: "property tax statements and 
34 to". 
35 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

By COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
BY DINKLA of Guthrie, Chairperson 

H-8801 FILED ~~RCH 31, 1998 
~ </~o/9R (p/??t:) 

SENATE FILE 2061 
H-9002 

1 • Amend the amendment, H-8801, to Senate File 2061, 
2 as passed by the Senate, as follows: 
3 l. Page l, line 17, by striking the words 
4 "without charge'' and inserting the following: "for a 
5 reasonable fee negotiated by the treasurer". 

H-9002 FILED APRIL 8, 1998 
By HUSER of Polk 

O/t9--zdbJ rAo#J(jo !77~ 



H-8348 
l Amend Senate File 2061, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by striking lines 29 through 35 and 
4 inserting the following: "a percentage increase or 
5 decrease." 

By HUSER of Polk 
H-8348 FILED MARCH 11, 1998 

c::;.:,£~ '7~/?".? ( f- 1777) 

SENATE FILE 2061 
H-8165 

l ~~end Senate Pile 2061, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 26 and 27 and 
4 inserting the following: 
5 "For the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1998, and 
6 July 1, 1999, a county may apply to the director of 
7 the". 
8 2. By striking page 1, line 35, through page 2, 
9 line 2, and inserting the following: "or before 

10 January l, 1999." 
11 3. Page 3, by striking lines 3 and 4 and 
12 inserting the following: "certify a tax to be 
l3 levied ... 

H-8165 PILED MARCH 3, 1998 

By COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
VANDE HOEF of Osceola, Chairperson 



H-9326 

.;::, ~l'li-\T .t. .r....~..,.!l:..\i U~"'l~N·l' TU 

HOUSE ANE~D:-!ENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2061 

l ~~end the House amendment, S-5762, to Senate File 
2 2061, as passed by the Senate, as follows: 
3 l. Page 1, by striking lines 43 through 45 and 

A 4 inserting the follo1~ing: 
~~5 " Page 2, by striking lines 29 through 31 and 

6 inserting the following: •a percentage increase or 
7 decrease. The comparative"." 
8 2. Page 1, by inserting before line 46 the 
9 following: 

10 " Page 2, line 32, by striking the words "and 
ll publication"." 
12 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
H-9326 FILED APRIL 20, 1998 

~~ 
tf- Z-1- 9Y 

( ~ 1?'66) 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 9, 1998 

SENATE FILE 2061 
H-9033 

1 Amend the amendment, H-8801, to Senate File 2061, 
2 as passed by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 2, by striking the words 
4 "inserting before line 24," and inserting the 
5 following: "striking lines 10 through 23 and 
6 inserting". 
7 2. Page 1, line 17, by striking the words "and 
8 without charge''. 
9 3. Page 1, by striking lines 19 and 20 and 

Page 30 

10 inserting the following: "a copy of the tax statement 
11 or tax statement information:" 
12 4. Page 1, by inserting after line 27 the 
13 following: 
14 "The treasurer may negotiate and charge a 
15 reasonable fee not to exceed the cost of producing the 
16 information for the requestor for a tax statement or 
17 tax statement information provided by the treasurer." 
18 5. Page 1, by striking lines 29 and 30 and 
19 inserting the following: "2, who requests a tax 
20 statement or tax statement information, shall pay a 
21 fee to the treasurer''. 

By DIX of Butler 
H-9033 FILED APRIL 8, 1998 
u~ '-~/Pit;/?; (f· •nt.) 

SENATE FILE 2061 
H-9121 

1 Amend the amendment, H-8801, to Senate File 2061, 
as passed by the Senate, as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

1. Page 1, line 2, by striking the words 
"inserting before line 24," and inserting the 
following: "striking lines 10 through 23 and 
inserting". 

2. Page 1, line 17, by striking the words "and 
without charge". 

3. Page 1, by striking lines 19 and 20 and 
inserting the following: "a copy of the tax statement 
or tax statement information:" 

4. Page l, by inserting after line 27 the 
following: 

"The treasurer may negotiate and charge a 
reasonable fee not to exceed the cost of producing the 
information for the requestor for a tax statement or 
tax statement information provided by the treasurer." 

5. Page 1, by striking lines 29 and 30 and 
inserting the following: "2, who requests a tax 
statement or tax statement information, shall pay a 
fee to the treasurer". 

H-9121 FILED APRIL 13, 1998 
By HUSER of Polk 



HOUSE AMEND~lT TO 
~ SENATE FILE 2061 
:·S-5762 

,1a .. , ..• 

1 Amend Senate Fl.le 2061 as follows: 
2 , Page 1, by striking lines 10 th:ough 23 and 
3 inserting the following: 
~ ''Sec. Section 445.5, s~bsection 1, ~nnumbered 
5 p::.rac;c-2phT Cede Supplei'!1ent :S97, is amended to read 
6 as follows: 
7 As so0;~ es practicab:e afta: :e2eiving the tax list 
3 p:esc~i~c~ i~ c~apter ~(3, the treas~rsr shall deliver 
S to the ~2~~ar~~ ti~leholdcr a st&te~ent of taxes due 

lC e~d p~~a~le which shall include tha following 
ll ir,forr:lation: 
2.2 
~3 ,)2:?.s~c.;;'~ 2/ Cede Stipplerre:<t 1997, :s ;;::,ended by 
1!.· -•·-r·'-l.: __ ...,. '-""u ·)ar--r~-.,1.- --c." :"""1 .... ,... .... .~...;1~~ :11 ~=,..u :-~~reo" - ~ ..... - ..... r..J.. •• ~ ......... t ... c.;;":i C'.l""'o1 c~: .l.~~c:- '~1. •<:; ..... .t.J.C' '-'-~e .L 

lS the following: 
, r: 
~v 2. The ccu~ty treas~rer s~all each yea:~ upon 
~7 r2~~est. deliv~r to the followi~g perso~s or entities, 
13 or thci: duly authorized &g2nts, a copy of the tax 
l9 stateille~t o~ tax statement i~form2tion: 
20 
21 
22 
23 

25 
26 

a. Co~tract purchaser. 
b. Lessee. 
c. Mortgagee. 

7inancial instit~tion o:ganized or c~artered or 

cha~ter 524, 533, or 534. 
-· ?e~e:~lly =hartered ~inancial instit~tion. 
~~2 tr2as~:~r ~2y negotia~2 2n~ cha~ge & reasonable 

23 fss ~ot to ~~cee~ the cos~ of prod~cing tha 
2S ~~~c:matic~ !~r t~e r2q~estor fer a tax st~te@a~t o= 
3~ t~;: 3~at2ment i~formatio~ ~~ovided by tts ~~Gasurer. 

3. A ?e~so~ other than those listed in subsection 
32 2, who requests a tax statement or tax statement 
33 information, shall pay a fee to the treasurer at a 
34 rate no.: to exceed two dollars per parcel." 

2. Page l, by striking lines 26 and 27 and 
inserting the following: 

35 
36 
37 "For the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1998, and 
38 Ju~y l, 1999; a coun~y ~ay apply to the director of 
39 'i:;,e". 
40 3. By striking page 1, line 35, thro:.~gh page 2, 
41 line 2, a~d inserting the following: "or before 
42 January l, 1999." 
43 4. ?ag2 2, by striking lines 29 th:ough 35 and 
(4 i~se:ting the following: "a percentage increase or 
45 decr-ease." 
<5 5. P2ge 3, by striking lines 3 and 4 a~6 
47 i~serting the following: "certify a tax to be 
(8 :cvieC..u 

Title page, line l: by i~serting 
;:t0

11 the fcllowi~g: 1'property tax 
-1-



SENATE CL:P SHEET 

S-5762 
Page 2 

1 to"~ 

APRIL 21, 1998 

2 7. By renumbeci~g, relette:i~g, or redesignating 
: ~n~ ~~~r~c~i~g i~t:~~~: :2!~:a~=2= as ~~c~sszry. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-5762 FILED APRIL 20, 1998 
CONCURRED r f. }39()) 

SENATE FILE 2061 
S-5766 

l ~~end the Ho~se a~enc~ent, S-5762, to Senate File 
2 2061, as passed by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 43 through 45 and 
4 inserting the following: 
5 " Page 2, by striking lines 29 through 31 and 
5 inserting the follcwir.g: "a percentage increase or 
7 decrease. The comparative"." 
8 2. Page 1, by inserting before line 46 the 
9 follm1ing: 

?..0 .. Pa.;e 2, li::e 32,. b~/ st::::.J:.:.ng t~e \vcr-ds "and 
ll publication"." 

3~ Sy renumberi~9 5S ~e:eszary. 

S-5765 FILEJ APRIL 20, 1998 
ADOPTED 

' (f j~'lO) 

Ey JoANN DOUGLAS 

Page 2 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 9, 1998 

SENATE FILE 2061 
FISCAL NOTE 

A fi seal 
pursuant 
available 
request. 

note for Amendment H-8801 to Senate Fi~e 2061 is hetc~y ~~bmitted 
to Joint Rule 17. Data used in developing this fiscai not~ is 
from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Lcgi>lacu~e upon 

Amendment H-8801 to Senate File 2061 changes the number 
county treasurer 1s required to send a statement 
requ1res a county treasurer to deliver a statement of 
without charge and permits a charge up to $2.00 yer 
entity or person. 

of ent1t1es in which a 
of tzxes. Current law 
taxes to each taxpayer 
statement to any other 

Amendment H-8801 adds lessees, any bank, any credit union, any sav1ngs and 
loan, and any federally chartered financial institution to the list of wh1ch a 
county treasurer is required to provide a tax statement without charge. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

1. 
2. 

There are 2.5 million 
Twenty-five percent 
which would rece1ve 
land. 

parcels of land in the State. 
of the parcels are held by financial institutions 
tax statements without charge, or 625,000 parcels of 

3. Counties charge $2.00 for each statement delivered beyond the required 
taxpayer tax statement under current law. 

4. Only banks, credit unions, and savings and loans holding mortgages would 
request tax statements for affected parcels of land. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Amendment H-8801 to SF 2061 is expected to decrease revenue to the counties by 
$1.25 million annually. 

(LSB 369lsv, SLL) 

FILED APRIL 8, 1998 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL uiRECTOR 
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SENATE FILE 2061 

AN ACT 
RELATING '1'0 PROPER'!-V TAX STATEMEN"i'S A!lD 'rO A DELAY IN 

lMPLEM&N'I'lNG 'I"H& INCLUSION OF CERTAIN JNFORMA'I'ION ON 

PROPERTV TAX STATEMENTS B~ PROVIDING A DRFERRAL 

APPLICATION PROCESS AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DA'!E. 

BB IT ENACTED BY TilE GENERAl. ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OP IOWA1 

Section 1. REPORT TO TASK FORCR TO STUDY STATB AND LOCAL 
TAXATION. By October 1, 1998, representatives of the Iowa 
state treasurers association shall furnish a report to the 
task force, established by the legislative council, to study 
Iowa's syatem of state and local taKation. The report shall 
reco~end ~ procesa by which counties and the state can 
achieve the goal of providing a uniform tax statement des!qn 
to be used atatewide tor tax statements haued for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 1999, and all subBequent fiscal years. 

Sec. 2. Section 44S.S, subsection 1, unnumbered paraqraph 
1, Code Supplement 1997, is amended to read as followsz 

• , 
SPnato File 2061, p. 2 

As soon as practicable after receivinq the tax list 

prescribed in chapter 443, the treasurer shall deliver to the 
tft~peyer titleholder a statement of taxes due and payable 
\lhich &hall include the following ln!ormation: 

Sec. 3. Section 44S.S, subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph 
2, Code Supplement 1997, is amended by striking the paragraph 
and insertin9 in lieu thereof the followinq: 

2. 'l'he county treasurer shall each year, upon reque9t, 

deliver to the following persons or entitiea, or their duly 
authori~ed agents, a copy of the tax statement or ta~ 

statement information: 
a. Contract purchaser. 
b. Lessee, 

c. Mortgaqee. 

d. Financial institution organiaed or chartered or holding 
an authorization certificate pursuant to chapter 524, 533, or 
534. 

e. Federally chartered financial institution. 
The treasurer may negotiate and charge a reasonable fee not 

to exceed the cost of producing the information for the 
requestor for a tax statement or tax statement information 
provided by the treasurer. 

3. A parson other than those listed in subsection 2, who 
requests a tax statement or tax statement information, shall 
pay a fee to the treasurer at a rate not to exceed two dollars 
per parcel. 

Sec. 4. Nf.W SECTION. 445.6 APPLrCATION TO WAIVE TAX 

STATEMENT REQUJRF~ENTS, 

For the fiscal years beglnnlnq July 1, 1998, and July 1, 
199~, a county may apply to the director of the department of 
management for a deferral In 1nplementinq the property tax 
statement format require~ents of section 445.5, subsection 1, 
paragraphs "a" through "i". Por the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 1998, the application for deferral must be received by 
the department within thirty days of enactment of this Act. 

en 
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Senate File 2061, p. 3 

For the fiacal year beginning July 1, 1999, the application 

for deferral ~uut be received by the depart~ent on or before 

January 1, 1999. 
An application for deferral must outline in detail the 

reason why the county is requestinq the deferral and why the 

county is unable to substantially co~ply with the tax 
atatetr.ent format requirements of section us.s, subsection 1. 
When reviewing a county's application, the dlrector shall, 

arr.ong other factors, consider whether or not tt\e county 
contract& with, or otherwise uses the services of, accounting 
vendors or co~puter software vendors who have software that 
will facilitate the timely ir:.ple~entatlon of the tax statement 

forn>at require!".ents of section 445.5, subsection 1. A 

presunption arisea that these counties are capable of 
complyin9 with the property tax statement format req~irements 
of aection 445.5, suboectlon 1. The director shall notify the 

county treasurer of the director's decision within thirty days 

of receipt of a deferral application fro~ the county. If the 
director 9rants a deferral to a county, application of the 
property tax statement format requirements of section 445.5, 

aubaection 1, is waived for that county. 
A county granted a deferral pursuant to thia aectlon shall, 

for the fiscal year for which the deferral is granted, provide 

with the tax statenent an enclosure detailing col!'.parative 

property tax data for each taxin9 authority in the county. 
The comparative data shall include the total amount of taxes 

levied by each taxinq authority in the previous fiacal year 
and the current fiscal year, the dollar al".ount difference 
bet.,..een the two alt'.ounts, and that same difference expressed as 

a percentage increase or decrease. The comparative data 

enclosure shall also contain a stateMent that the county 

received fro~ the state a deferral from the ti~e1y 
irr.plementation of the tax ataterr-.ent fornat requirement&. 

For the purpoo.es of thi.a section and section 445.S, "taxin9 
authority" means a public body which haa the authority to 

certify a tax to be levied. 

• • 

Senate File 2061, p. 4 

Sec. !). 'l'his Act, bein9 deemed of im.mediate lnportance, 

takes etfect upon enactnent. 

MAR'i E. io:RJ\MER 
President of the Senate 

RON J. CORBETT 
Speaker of the House 

t hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2061, Seventy-seventh General Assembly. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

MAR'i PA7 GUNDERSON 
Secretary of the senate 

1998 

~ 


