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An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the establishment of a class size reduction 

weighting program and increasing the physical plant and 

equipment levy limit for eligible school districts. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERA:J ASSEMBLY OF THE STA'rE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 

l Section 1. Section 257.1i, subsection 5, Cede 1997, is 

2 amended to read as ~allows: 

3 5. WEIGH?~D ENROLLMENT. Weighted enrollmenc is the budget 

4 enrollment plllS the districi 's additional enrollment because 

5 of special education calcul.c~ted on Decerrober l of the bose year 

0 p:.u.s additional pupils add~d due to the application of the 

7 supplementary wei.ghting pur::;;;ant o:o seci:i.ons 257 .ll a:1d 

8 251.13. 

9 ~·i-eic;':1ted enrollment for ~:pecial ed'.lcotion support services 

10 costs is ec:;i.lal to the weigh~:ed enro:lmen!: minus the additional 

ll pupils add~d due to the app .. icatiofl of the supplementary 

12 weighting& 

13 Sec. 2. !liEi'i SECTION. 2'•7.13 CLI,SS SIZE REDuCTION 

l4 WEIGHTING PROGRAM. 

:s 1. There is established a class size reduction weighting 

16 program to pro~·~de addition.ct~ funds for s;chool districts that 

:7 develop a class si.ze reduct:.on plan. To 0e eligible for 

:8 sup~:.lementary weighting as provideri .::.~ this seci:.i-::::>n 7 a sct:o0l 

:s disL~ict shall submit annua:.ly by April 15 of the base year to 

~D the d~partment of education a plan which includes, at a 

:nini ... :1~:., the goals of reduc:.ng class size in kindergarten and 

22 grad2s one through three, ir1stituting professional development 

>3 ~o a:o.sist teachers in teach:ng challenging curricula more 

:C4 efft>ctively, and engaging parents, teachers, school 

?5 ad~inistrators, and student~; in the achievement of the shar~d 

~& goal of raising student achl.evement levels. 

~7 plan s•1all provide for methods for measurinc, scuaent 

28 achievement and progress. 

29 2. A pupil enrolled in a school distr~ct that meets the 

:c requirements of subsection:, and who is assigned to a self

}! contained classroom in which the student-to-teac:r.er ratio is 

:J2 not "'ore than fifteen students to one teacher, c:- the 

33 equivalent 1n a school that utilizes team teaching methods, 

J4 and,.;:,,, is receiving at a m:nimum the grade-appropriate 

15 educatconal program providec in accordance with section 
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1 256.11, is assigned a suppl·~mentary weighting of two-tenths, 

2 which is in addition to any weighting received under section 

3 257.6, if the pupil is enroLled in and attending the 

4 following: 

5 a. Full-day kindergarte:1, or a combined kindergarten and 

6 grade one program, in the fcscal year beginning July 1, 1998, 

7 or in a succeeding fiscal y•!ar. 

8 b. Full-day kindergarte!l, a combined kindergarten and 

9 grade one program, or grade one in the fiscal year beginning 

!0 July 1, 1999, or in a succe<!ding fiscal year. 

; 1 c. Full-day kindergarte:J, a combined kindergarten and 

12 grade one program, grade on•!, or grade two in the fiscal year 

13 beginning July 1, 2000, or in a succeeding fiscal year. 

l4 d. Full-day kindergarte•J, a combined kindergarten and 

:.5 grade one program, grade on•!, grade two, or grade three in the 

l6 fiscal year beginning July .L, 2001, or in a succeeding fiscal 

l7 year. 

18 3. 

lS of the 

A school district sh.lll provide a separate accounting 

pupils eligible for :;upplemental weighting in 

20 accordance with this sectio:1, when certifying its actual 

21 enrollment to the departmen: of education. 

22 Sec. 3. Section 298.2, :;ubsection 2, Code Supplement 1997, 

23 1s amended to read as foll~•s: 

?.4 2. If the electors of a school district have authorized a 

25 voter-approved physical pla1t and equipment levy not exceeding 

76 sixty-seven cents per thous1nd dollars of assessed valuation 

27 in the district prior to JuLy 1, 1997, the levy shall continue 

2e for the period authorized u;Jder the voter-approved levy, and 

29 the maximum levy t~at can b(~ a~thorized by the electors under 

30 the voter-approved levy on or after July 1, 1997, 1:i"de?-':hi~ 

31 seetiony is an additional sixty-seven cents in accorda~ce with 

32 subsection 1, or an additio:1al ninety-two ce:-.ts in accordance 

33 with subsections land 7, f<Jr a period to coincide with the 

34 period for which the initiaL physical plant and equipment levy 

35 in the district was approved. 
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l Sec. 4. Section 298.2, Code Supplement 1997, is amended by 

2 adding the Following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSi:.C:::'ION. 7. Not•~ithstanding subsection l, the 

4 vo·t~r-approv€C: physical pJ..a·l~ anC equipment levy in a school 

5 district m~f exceea the one dollar and thirty-four cents per 

6 thousand dollars of assessed valt::ltion limi·~ by twenty-five 

7 cents if t~e levy exceeding one dollar and thirty-four cents 

8 per ~'"-:ousar.G dol:iac:·, of ass,;ssed vzluation is establisC:ed by a 

9 school dis~~ic:: :-hat has de·,eloped a class size reduction j:>lz.n 

lO pursua!1t ~o section 257.13. The revenue from the levy of 

ll twency-five cents above the limits provieed for in subsections 

l2 1 and 2 shall be used for purposes of facilities-related costs 

13 associc:ted 'vith reducing cl.lss s.'.ze in kindergarten and grades 

14 one through three. 

15 Sec. 5. This Act takes ·~ffect July l, 1998, for 

:.6 computations n~quired for tl1e school yec:r beginn.1 ng July l, 

l7 1999. 

~ 8 E:<PLANATION 

·, 9 'Phis bill establishes a •;lass size reduction weighting 

;·o ,::rog:"m to provide addition.il funds for school districts that 

:;l submit a.n annual plan to th·~ department of education tha'.: 

)2 inclt.des, at a minimum, the goals of reducing class size in 

'3 grades kindergarten through three, instituting professional 

-,~ development to assist teach·~rs in teaching challenging 

25 curricula more effectively, and engaging parents, teachers, 

·~0 school administrators,. and :;tudents in tte achievement of tne 

7.7 shared goa} of raising stud~~nt achievemen:t~ In a.ddi;cicn~ t~'1e 

:•s plan shall provide for meth•)ds for measur:ng student 

).9 achievement and progress. 

1C The bill begins by assig1ing a supplemental weightirg of 

Jl 0.2 to full-day kindergarte1 students or students in a 

J2 combined kindergarten and g:ade one program in the fiscal year 

J3 beginning July l, 1998, and adds one grace per year until by 

14 the fi3cal year beginning J1ly 1, 2001, all full-day 

JS kindergarten thro•Jgh grade :hree pupils in self-contaired 
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l classrooms in which the student-to-teacher ratio is not more 

2 than 15 students to one teacher, or the equivalent in a school 

3 that utilizes team teaching methods, are assigned a 

4 supplementary weighting of 0.2. 

5 The bill permits the voter-approved physical plant and 

6 equipment levy to exceed the current limit of $1.34 by 0.25 
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