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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to speed limits and speeding violations for
license suspension and insurance purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 321.2)0, subsection 2, paragraph 4,
Code 1997, is amended to read as follows:

d. The first two speeding violations within any twelve-
month period of ten five miles per hour or less over the legal
speed limit in speed zones having a legal speed limit between
thirty-four equal to or greater than thirty-{ive miles per
hour and-£ifty-stx but not greater than fifty-five miles per

hour.

Sec. 2. Section 321.285, subsections 4, 5, and 6, Code
1997, are amended to read as follows:

4. Notwithstanding any other speed restrictions, the speed
limit for all vehicular traffic shall be fifty-£five sixty
miles per hour.

5. a. Reasonable and proper, but not greater than fifty-
five miles per hour at any time between-sunrise-and-sunset;
gnd-not-greater-than-fifty-miies-per-hour-at-any-time-between
sunset-and-sunrrise; on secondary roads uniess-such-reads-are
surfaced with concrete or asphalt or a combination of both;y-in
which-case-the-apeed-itmits-shalti-be-the-same-as-provided-in
subsection-4-of-thnra-section.

b. Reasonable and proper, but not greater than fifty miles
per hour at any time on secondary roads which are not surfaced

C. When the board of supervisors of any ccunty shall
determine upon the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation that the gpeed limit on any secondary road is
greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions
found to exist at any intersection or other place or upon any
part of a secondary road, the board shall determine and
declare a reasonable and proper speed limit at the
intersection or other part of the secondary road. The speed
limits as determined by the board of supervisors shall be
effective when appropriate signs giving notice of tne speed
limits are erected by the board of supervisors alL the

irtersection or cother place or part of the highway.
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6. Notwithstanding any other speed restrictions, the speed
limit for-atl-vehtcutar-trafftc-on-futty-controtled-accessy on
divided, multilaned highways including the national system of
interstate highways and highways which are part of the
commercial and industrial network is szxty-£ive seventy miles
per hour for all vehicular traffic except commercial vehicles
Fhe

and sixty-five miles per hour for commercial vehicles.

department-may-estabiish-g-speed-limit-of-sixty-five-mites-per

hour-on-certain-divideds-mulitttaned-hrighwayss However, the

department or cities with the approval of the department may

establish & lower speed limit upon such highways located

within the corporate limits of a city. Per-the~-purposes of

E=1

this-sumkaecttony-a-fulty-controiied-access-highway s &
hrgaway-that-gtves-preference-to-througn-traffre-by oroviding

goczsa-connectrons-¥ith-seiceted-pudniie-rosds-oniy-and by
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Tonnections:

subsection 1f

A minimum speed may be established by the
to in tnis

departmunt on the highways referced
warrantad hy engineering ané tratfic investigations.

Tt further provided {nat eny kind of vehicle, impiemcnt,
conveyance incapable of attaining and malntalnivng a speed
of forty miles per hour shall be prohibited from using the

interstate systen.

Sec. 3. Section 516B.3, subsection 1, Zode 1257, is
amended to read as Ifollows:

. The commissioner shall requice Lhat Lasurance companios
Yransacting ousiness 1n this state nol consider speoeding
VIOIGTIONS CCCuLTING O 0Y afier Juiv 17856, bDul neloce Fay
se. 1S937, whaicn are Tor speeding viociations [ov Len miles per
nour or Less over the legal spoed limit Lo sDeed zones thas
jave & i@gal speed 1imlc greacer (naan tairiy-five siles per
T0UT, LY SpEeding VvigLatlioas ooturcing on or anler say 17,
i$27, wnlichn are {07 speeding violatizss for tea miies pog asur
Cr 1238 over [he legal specd 2 mib 1o soeed zones Lhalt hovy &

Ilmit eguai to ov great2r whnan vnttzy-Tive . ;
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per hour but not greater than fifty-five miles per hour, or

speeding violations occurring on or after July 1, 1997, which

are for speeding violations for five miles per hour or less

over the legal speed limit in speed zones that have a legal

speed limit equal to or greater than thirty-five miles per

hour but not greater than fifty-five miles per hour for the

purpose of establishing rates for motor vehicle insurance
charged by the insurer and shall require that insurance
companies not cancel or refuse to renew any such policy for
such violations. 1In any twelve-month period, this section
applies only to the first two such violations which occur.
EXPLANATION

This Bill 1ncreases the speed limit on divided, multi-laned
highways and commercial and industrial network highways to 70
miles per hour for all vehicular traffic except commercial
vehicles. The bill sets the speed limit on those highways for
commercial vehicles at 65 miles per hour. The bill also
increases the general speed limit in the state to 60 miles per
hour. The maximum speed limit for paved secondary roads
remains at 55 miles per hour, which now applies to both day
and night. The maximum speed on unpaved secondary roads is
set at 50 miles per hour, day or night. Commercial vehicles,
generally, are vehicles designed to carry cargo or passengers
and which have gross vehicle weights of over 26,000 pounds.

The bill also provides that the first two speeding
violations of five miles per hour or less in speed zones with
legal speed limits of 35 to 55 miles per hour do not count for

purposes of license suspension or insurance.
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