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1 An Act providing for the administration of controlled substances 

2 to persons experiencing intractable pain. 

3 B~ TT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 144D.l SHORT TITLE. 

2 This chapter shall be cited as the "Intractable Pain 

3 Treatme11t Act''. 

Sec~ I. Nr:~ . ..; ~EC'l'.I.ON. l44D.2 DEFTNTTTCJNS. 

5 As used in this chapter, t!nless the contexl otherwise 

6 requ1res: 

l. "Board'' means the board of medical examiners 

8 established in chapter 147. 

9 2. "Intractable pain" means a state of pain in which the 

10 Cduse of pain cannot be removed or otherwise treated and which 

ll in the generally accepted course of medical practice no relief 

12 or cure of the cause of the pain is possible or none has been 

13 fottnd after reasonable efforts that have been documented in 

14 the patient's medical records by the patient"s physician. 

1'> 3. ''Physician'' means a physician licensed to practice 

16 medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and surgery, or 

17 osteopathy. 

18 4. ''Therapeutic purpose" means the use of controlled 

19 stJbstances in acceptable doses with appropriate ind1cation for 

20 the trea~ment of pain. Any other use is nontherapeutic. 

21 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 144D.3 REQUIREMENTS 

22 1. A physician may prescribe, administer or dispense 

23 controlled substances for a therapeutic purpose to a patient 

24 diagnosed and treated by a physician for a condition resulting 

25 in iiltractable pairl, if sucl1 diagnosis and treatmetlt has been 

26 documen~ed 1n the patient's medical records by the pat!ent's 

27 physician. 

28 2. A physician shall not be subject to disciplinary action 

29 by the board solely for prescribing, administering, or 

30 dispens~ng controlled substances when prescribed, 

31 administered, or dispensed for a therapeutic pu~pose for a 

32 patient diagnosed and treated by a physician for a condition 

13 result1ng in irltractable pain, if such diagnosis and treattt1ent 

34 has been documented in the patietlt's med1cal records by t~e 

35 patient's physiciar.. 
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3. Suhsectio11s l and 2 shall not apply to chose perso11S 

2 being treated by a physician for c::he:nical depee~dency because 

1 ot their ~se of ccJntrolled substances not related to the 

4 tnpr,Jpeutlc purpose of trea:o:e::t c>( intractah:e pa1n. A 

5 physician shall not prescribe, administer, or dispe:lse 

6 cOIItrolled suhstaJ\Ces to a pers<>n the physician knows or 

I shott~d kno<..v to be t4s:.ng controlled substances, \Vh.ic:, use is 

8 not related to a therapeutic purpose. Chem1cai dependency, or 

9 the po~~sibility o:= chemical dependency, is not, ho\·:ever, 1n 

10 and of itself a reason to withhold or prohibit the 

ll f><escribing, administering, or dispensing of controlled 

12 substa:\ces for the therapeutic p·.npose of treatmPnt of a 

ll persOII for intractable pain, nor shall dependency relat:ng 

14 soiely to such prescr1btng, administering, or dispensing 

15 sub]ecl a physician to dlsci1>lii1ary action by the board. 

4. This sec: ton does nut deny the right of the board to 

der.y, rPvoke, or suspend the license of a physician or 

olherwise clisc!pl:ne a physician who does ail¥ of the 

19 following: 

20 a. Prescribes, adr;tirl!Sters, or dispenses a controlled 

71 suhst.dnce that is nonthf.:rapeutic in nature or nor.therapet~tic 

77 in the ma11ner in whic!1 it 1s prescribed, adoiiiiistcred, or 

21 disp.,r.sed, or tails to keep complete and acct::-.He ongoi:1g 

24 records of the diag::osis and treatme:1t plan. 

25 b. Wrttes false or fictitio;:s prescriptiOIIS for controlled 

76 s;:bstances listed in chapte:- 124 o:- the federal Comprehensive 

27 Drug Abuse Preventton and COIItrol Act of 1970, 21 U.S.C. § 

28 80l, et seq. 

29 c. Prescr'bPs, administers, or dispenses :n a manner which 

JO 1s inconsiste:1t wit~ the provisio<IS of chapter 124 or the 

31 federal Comprehensive Dr~g Ab11Se Prevention and Control Act of 

32 1970, 21 u.s.c. § ao:, et seq. 
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EXPLANA1' ION 

This bill provtdes that a phystcian licensed and reg11lated 

JS pursuant to chapter 1~7. :48, 150, or l~OA may prescribe, 
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l administer, or dispense controlled substan<:es for treatment ot 

2 intractable pa1n. The bill defines intractable pain as a 

3 state of pa1n in which the cause of the pain cannot be 

4 ciiscovercd, removed, cured, or otherwise treated or relieved 

5 i11 the generally accepted course of medical practice. The 

6 bill provides that a physician shall not be 511bject to 

7 disciplinary action by the board of medical examtners solely 

8 fc;r prescribing, ad1ninistering, or ciispensing <:ontrolled 

<J suOstances for a therdpeutic purposP. to a pe!'"sor: diagnosed a:1d 

10 l rea ted for a condition resu' 7. i ng in intractab~e pa1n, it such 

ll a diagnosis and ~reatmenl has been doc~mented in the pallent's 

12 mcdtcal records hy the pa~ient's [>hys1cian. The Dill provide~ 

L3 thal Ll1ese provisic>rls shall not apply to case~ i~vo:ving 

t4 itldi~idttals hPi~y treated for cttem~cal deppnder1cy because of 

1S t.~P~r usp o~ C0i~lro11ed suhsr.ances nol re"-ated to t!1e 

16 t!h~r..lpcutic purpose nt- tr2dt::nc:~t of j_nt!'""actable pai.~. '1'~:P 

17 b1ll add~li·)~al.ly prcJvi.<iPS that the boarci reta~ns tl1e ahi: i~Y 

lH Lo det~y, rev0k~, c1r s~spe:~J the ljcense of, or othe~wi.se 
l (\ • • • ~ • • ' ' ~ ~ • • ,,; lllSClp:tne, nny p~:ys1c.:..a.:1 ~ .. 1:10 prescrlues, aa:n1n1stp::-s, or 

70 di ::;pt:J:1~e~; ..t cc>nt r ollcd sub':'.ta~ce thiJt. is no:lthe:apput- i.e ir~ 

7.1 nat.11rP or in th+:~ :na:1ner prescr:hed, dti.n~n.i.~:.f.er.::-ci, o~ 

J.~ phy:_;ician-:; :.-..-he· :=.,i 1 :-.o kP.ep dicignos.:.s, :,reat:nPn: [.JlJ.!~, a.nd 

/4 control ·~ed subslancP ad:ni:1istrd~.i.~-..:_-,n records, O!."' v1~:u \.;r.:tc 

2S (d:.:.;t-_' or f:cr.itioi....:S presc:-iptjons for controlled substance~-:, 

JG or prescribe, adGinister, or dis~>~nse control~~d suhstan~PS i~ 

27 a m.1.nner ir:cor~sisten:-. \·iith the prcvisi.:Jns o~ chapter 124 or 

28 the fcJc:a: COitprchensive Drug Abuse PrPverltiu:~ a~d Corltrol 

29 Act of 1970. 
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