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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the workers' compensation law by providing for
criminal penalties for certain violations and
misrepresentations.

8E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section . NiW SFCTION. 85.26A OFFENSFE - PENALTILES

i.An 1adividual who makes a faise statement or
representation knoweng it to be false or who knowingly fails
to disclose a materiai fact, in order to cbtain or Increase
any berefit or other payment under this chapter, or chapter
85A, 85R, or 86, eitner for the individual or for any other
individual, comunits a fraudulent practice as defined in
secticns 71408 through 714.14. The total awmount of veneflts
07 payments iavolved 1n the completion of or In the attempt to
comp.ete a frauduler! practice shall be used 1n determining
the value invaelved under section 714,14,

2. An employer or an cflicer or agent of ar employer ot
any other person who makes a false gstatement ¢r representation

know:ng it to be false, or who knowingly faeils Lo disclose a

materlal fact, to prevent or reduce tne pa }1,“ of berneflts fo
th

any individual entitled to benefitg under s chapter, ot
chapte:s 853A, 85B, or 86, 1s guiity of a frauduient pract:ce as
defined 1n sections 714.8 through 714.14. The total amount of
benciits involved 1n the completion oF in the attempt o
compiete a fraudulent practice shall he used in determining
the value 1nvolved under section 714.14.

3. Any person who willfully violates any vrovisions of

hapter, or chapler 85A, 858, or 86, or any ruie

rounvier, the viclation of which 1s made unlawiul or the
obser—ance of witich 15 requilred under the termws of tnis
chapker, or chapter 854, 853, or 86, and for which a penaltly
1s neqther prescribed herein nor provided by any other
applicable statu-e, commits a siwple misdemeanoi

EXPLANATION

This b:ill provices that 1% 1s a frauduient nractice for a
person to nake a {aise statement to Lry and receive or help
another o receive an increased workers' compensaticon benefit

and 1t 15 2150 a fraudulent practice for an employer Lo nake a

fa:se sralenent to try and reduce thelr liabliiwly for workers!'
compensanion berefits., The bill provides that the total
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amoun* of benefits involved shall be used 1n determining the
value involved for purposes of establishing the degree of the
fraudutent practice pursuant to Code chapter 714. The bill
also provides that any violation of a workers' compensation
provision in Code chapter 85, 853A, 85B, or 86 shaii, if no
penalty is otherwise specified, constitutes a simple

misdemeanor.
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