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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to child day care provision involving registered 

2 group day care homes. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.r. H.F. 

S<>ct:•on 1. Section 237A.i, subsection 8, pa•agraph b. Code 

2 l9'!7, is amended to read as follows: 

3 b. "Group day cdre homp" mE;»ans a facility provid.:.ng child 

4 cidy c~arP tor morp than s~x bu1. less t~1ar1 ~we1vp r;hi1rlren as 

5 authorized in accordance with sect •o~ ?31A.3, subsection 2, or 

6 ~(lr less than sj.xteen children at arty on~ tin;~ as a~thc)t·!zed 

7 in accor:dance with section 237A.3, ~;t:hsectio!! .1·;-·nr()vidf:~d-enc~n 

8 ~hild-~n-e~ce~~-ef-s~~-ch%tdrcn-%s-attcncitnn-scheei-tn 

9 ktn~P~q~~~ten-e~-~~-h±gher-~rede-tc~c~. 

1 0 Sec. 2. SPction 237A.3, s~bsection 2, Code 1997, iS 

11 am .. )_~dPd t.o read as follows: 

i 2 ~· a. A perso~ shall not operate or establ rsh a group day 

13 car~ home .. unless the person obtairls a ce[tif1cate o[ 
·<' 

1.4 registratl'on,under this chapter. fl'l-e~de~-!c<'>-he-~eq±ste~ed, 
: -o 

i 'i the -g,.eup~dlf.y -ell re- hemc-sl'IM ± ·ht"'" · c1t .. }i"ast .. one resperl!'l ±b±e 

1 6 t nd 1-i•ttcitttH; · ag,., ·- fl:l" r tf'e !'1-I'H' -e +de~,.- en- dt:t t- y- ~e-a e s ~ e \:-the- g ret!p 

11 day ~Are··heme-previder-when-thcre-are-mere-than-six-ehildren 

1 fl p~eosent- ~or-more·-~ httrl ·a -twe · hotH" -per- t-od-;- ~~o .. 2~ r ~.~.n? ~h_C: 

19 comply ;.·i~.:, .~h<cindi~_i<:I;Ia_1 __ r_equiremE·::Ls for ~eg1,sL_rat1o~. as a 

70 gru'lP day car~C_ providPr ... !T' .. ~_reguestthatthe c<>rtificate be 

21 i.ssuF>d to tf:~ ___ t:_w.~ pe~s_9.~_1s _j_?_i~t_l_y_ ar.d the de.Q9 __ :-~.£'.'·.~~1_::__sh~-~~ 

22 issue t.r.e Jo:nt. cer~_if icate providet: ~.he uroup -~l~y_ca~home 

2J !._~·~i ren;en:·.s _f_or ___ ~_~g_is_~_r<?ti_9_n are me-t. All o~_i,l.":r :-~-·qu:r~rnr~nt.s 

24 of lhi~~ chapler fo(" registered family Jay cart· t:ur~\~s a~;d r-.:1e 

2S rules ;1clopted under this cl1apter for registered fa~ily ddy 

26 care t-.orr.es apply to groc:p day care t-.vr•es. ~ n adr~ i. t i ~n, the 

27 departmet1L shall adop~ rt1ies re:ating to ti1e p~ov;ston tn 

28 group day care ~o~~s for a sepa~ate area [8r s~Lk children. 

29 In con~;1:tation wi~h the state fire ~ars~al, tt:P departffient 

30 sha:: adop~ rules ~e:ating to Lhe provisior1 c.f fire 

J~ cx~~:~q.;~shers, sxoKe de:ectcJrs, a~d tw8 ex~~s access~b:e to 

j :z \.." 'l i : (! :.- f• ~~ • 

' ' ··~ .. :· \_,;) 

; .. . •'·.·, 
,_;- .. •· . .:~:: 

:~ (.> ': - ::,.;-.> ~ .:_ ' ,~ •::: •:• ..:~: I> 
,,,. ______ ,_ .. ·----- . '· ~· .. .! -- ':' ,.;, 



S.F. l-!.F. 

1 present _ _for a oe_r_iod of two hours Cl_r _ _I1l<?r~!. the group d_a_Y..._£are 

2 home must have at least 011e resoonsible individuai oresent to 
. - ·- ---------· .. , ___ -· - - ... . -

3 assist the group -~-<;are prov1der in_a_c:c?rda:Jce with -~.!_ther 

4 of the follo!J_i~g__<;:on<!i tJ:_ons: 

'i .lJj __ I_f ___ t_he responsi_~l~ if!dividua} __ 1~--~he ;oint holder of 

6 ~hecert!:ficat<:_ __ o_!'_~stratlon. no~ more than s1x cl the 

7 chi_!dre~ _ _Eresent:___!?hall_b~-t~o years of age or you"<:;er_~nd not 

8 more than ten of _t_l2_~ __ <:_~i._G_lren prese>nr snall be :r.o~e tnan r.wJ 

9 years of ag_e_ b'.lt not attendi-'2.9_ _s_c:_~ool in kinderc:a~ len or a 

10 hiqher grade level. 

individual is at least fourteen 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

four of the children shall be two 

each child in excess of six 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

15 grade level. 

16 

school in kinderg~r-~-~'!_ __ or a higher 

EXPLANATION 

This bill relates to registered group day care homes. 

The definition of "group day care home" in Code section 

737A. 1 is amended to strike a requirement that if more than 

20 six children are present in the home, those additional 

21 children mt1st be attending school in kindergarten or a higher 

22 grade level. The stricken requirement is modified and 

23 reinserted in the regulatory provisions for group child care 

24 1n Code section 237A.3. 

2S The Code section 237A.3 amendment affects group day care 

26 homes in two ways. 

day care home 

The first allows two persor.s who meet 

registration 27 group 

28 joint registration certificate. 

requirements to be issued a 

The second is directed to 

?.9 requirements when there are more than six children present for 

30 a period of two hours or more. In this situatlon, the 

3t amendment sets the ages of children ca~ed ~or ~~ a gro~p day 

32 care home based upon ".he registration s:at'l~ ,,: ::Je 

33 responsible individ::a~ assisting :ne care pccvc-::pc. 

- ) -



S.F. H.F. 

1 who are age two or less and nut mere tha:1 10 cnildren who are 

2 more than two years c[ age b•:t not atterlding school at the 

3 kirldergatten <>r a hiql1er grade level. If the ass1stant is at 

4 least 14 years of age, a li:r.itat ion of no~ Itore than fo,Jr 

S chi1clce~ age two or less al'l'l!es. plus ~~e ceq~rreme::t 111 

& cu ; !. en t 1 a w t h a l .i f more- than s 1 x c h i : ri r en a ~- (· o ::· e s P n t. , t r. t? 

7 ddrli tional chj_ldren must be att~_·ndina scf:oo1 at :he 

8 kl:ldecaarten or a h1qhe: arade leve;. 
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