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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act establishing a senior citizen and disabled persons 

2 transportation pilot program in the state department of 

3 transportation, making an appropriation, and providing 
4 effective dates. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

l Section 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It lS tt•e intent of the 

7 genera! assembly to create a flexible, accessihle, 2ffordable, 

' a,,c: c:q'-.l; Lable transporlal:.ion system ·.~h.i.ch will allow Iowans 

1 who have disabili.ties or are elderly to have a choice ln 

5 zcccs~~.r1q tra:1spori.ation r~gardJ.ess of geographj.c location. 

6 Sec. L. DSFINITIO~S. 

7 As ''sed in this Act: 

3 ). ~~Department" means the stale department of 

9 traiJsportation. 

10 2. ''D~saDility'' means, with respect to an i•Jdividual, a 

ll physical or mental impairment that substantlally limits one or 

12 more of the major life activities of the individual, a record 

13 of physical or mental impairtaenl that substantially limits o~e 

14 or more of the major life activities of the individual, or 

15 being regarded as an individual with a physical or mental 

16 impairment that suhsterJllally J imits one or more of the major 

17 life actic•ities of the individual. 

13 include any of the followiiig: 

19 a. Homosexuality or bisex1:ality. 

"Disability'' does not 

20 b. •rra~svestitism, transsexualism, pedophilia, 

21 exhibitio~ism, voyeurism, g~nder identi:y disorders not 

22 res~lting from physical impai.rments, or other sexual behavior 

23 disorders. 

24 c. r.or.:pulsive gambling, kleptomania, or pyromantc.L 

25 d. Psycho~ctive substance abuse disorders resulting from 

26 cur1ent illegal use of drugs. 

27 3. ''Hours of operation" mea1JS the actual hours that a 

28 service provider is open to provide transportation services. 

29 4. ''Major life activity" includes functions such as caring 

30 for oneself, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, 

31 heari11g, speaking, breathing, learning, or working. 

32 5. ''Senior citizen" means an individual who is sixty years 

33 of age or older. 

34 6. ''Transit system'' means a public transit system defined 

35 in section 324A.l. 
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l Sec. 3. SENIOR CITIZEN AND DISABLED PERSONS TRANSPORTATION 

2 PILOT PROGRAM. 

3 l. The department shall establish a pilot program to 

4 provide transportation for senior citizens and persons with 

5 disabilities. The pilot program shall involve four one-year 

6 pilot projects commencing on July 1, 1998. The pilot program 

7 shall be implemented by the department in cooperation with an 

8 oversight committee established by the department as follows: 

9 a. The committee shall be comprised of eleven members, 

10 appointed by the director of the department in accordance with 

11 sections 69.16 and 69.16A. 

12 b. Eight members of the committee shall be senior citizens 

13 and persons with disabilities who are currently transit system 

14 users. 

15 c. Three members of the committee shall be employees of 

16 the department. 

17 d. Membership on the committee shall, to the extent 

18 possible, be geographically balanced. 

19 2. The committee shall have the following duties: 

20 a. To develop a request for proposals to be issued by the 

21 department, not later than October l, 1997, to all transit 

22 systems in the state regarding participation in the pilot 

23 program and develop requirements for submission of proposals. 

24 b. To select, not later than April 1, 1998, four transit 

25 systems to participate in the pilot program. 

26 c. To oversee operation of the pilot program and report to 

27 the department and the general assembly not later than 

28 December 31, 1999, regarding the pilot program. The report 

29 shall contain information regarding the utilization of 

30 transportation services by senior citizens and persons with 

31 disabilities which were provided by each participating transit 

32 system, the costs of providing the services which are incurred 

33 by each participating transit system, and recommendations 

34 regarding whether the pilot program should be expanded, 

35 modified, or eliminated. 
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} d. To develop minlmum required hours of op@ration and 

7 service user fees for the four transit systems selected to 

3 participate in the pilot program. 

4 3. Public members of the committee shall tereive their 

5 actual and tlecessary expenses associated with their official 

6 duties in serving on the committee. 

7 Sec. 4. SELECTION OF TRANSIT SYSTEMS. The four transit 

a systems selected by the committee to participate in the pilot 

9 program shall meet the following criteria: 

10 1. Provide transportation services :_o all persons with 

11 disabil~ti?s or senior citizer1s witttin l_he service area of the 

12 transit system regardless of age oc disability. 

13 2. Provide transportation services seven days a week, 

14 includJng holidays, with hours of operation that meet the 

15 mini.mum requirements established by i:he cornmitb>e and that are 

16 sufficient to meet the needs of persons with disabilities and 

17 senior citizens, including operation dt1ring evenings and on 

18 weekends. 

19 3. ~ave the capability to respond to individual requests 

20 for transportation services, including door-to-dooc service. 

21 4. Coordinate ~ith neighboring t~an~it systems to allow 

22 perS(l:ls with disabilities and senior citizens to travel 

7.3 outs!(_:: 

2 4 '>. 
the service area of the pilot 

Be able to com~ence operations 

projec:: 

on July 

transit system. 

::- 1998. 

25 G. Establish a local advisory board to oversee t~e pilot 

26 p:·oj~cl COllSistlng of five persons with disabil~tiesj five 

27 se~ior c~tizens: i;·:d one representat~v2 o[ the ~ra~sit system. 

2B The a~visory bo~rd sha1.l meet at l~ast q~arter:: tc ad~ress 

3 1
. Sz::·c. 5. A?PROPR!t·.T!ON~ '.:.'here i~~ app:copr 5.ci:ed Ir.om thO? 

37 ge~eral E~~d of tha state to the st~te de~artmenc n£ 
~~)- t.,.. . ..., .... _.."'-_.._, .;,,n <::~""'~ '-}-~ Cl"sc-1 \f-UA>' '--,r:-~-·-.,..,;,,_... -~~··y· .. c.~·.;._;-:·.-. '-'-''-J..~.Jl L,_~, l..o,;;: L c .... 1 _u. ·J..::.~lJ::.l<•-j ._.._...)_ •: ;_ 997; c:r:d 

~~~2 30, l998, the following a~~=~Dt, o: so much ~herec~ 

J:> as i~- :-. -:::-2ssary; to be used for the pu:poses d~signat~d: 
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l For the senior citizen and disabled persons transportation 

2 pilot 

3 pi lot 

program, including official exper1ses of members of the 

program oversight committee, support, miscellaneous 

for providing $225,000 to each of the four 4 purposes, and 

5 transit systems chosen for the pilot program: 

6 ................................................... s 1,000,000 

7 The department may utilize up to $100,000 of the funds for 

8 administrative costs and expenses of the oversight corr~ittee, 

9 which may include the costs of a program administrator. Each 

10 transit system selected for the pilot program may use up to 

ll $50,000 of the funds allocated to the transit system for 

12 administrative costs. 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Notwithstanding section 8.33, moneys appropriated in this 

section which remain unexpended or unobligated at the close of 

the fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund of the 

state but shall remain available for expenditure in the 

succeeding fiscal year. Funds remaining unobligated on June 

30, 1999, shall revert to the general fund of the state. 

19 Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATES. Section 3, subsection 1, of this 

20 Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes effect upon 

21 enactment. The remainder of the Act takes effect on July l, 

22 1997. 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 This bill establishes a senior citizen and disabled persons 

25 transportation pilot program in the state department of 

26 transportation. The bill requires the department to establish 

27 an oversight committee to implement the pilot program 

28 consisting of eight members who are persons with disabilities 

29 and senior citizens and three members who are departmer1t 

30 employees. The committee is to develop a request for 

31 proposals to be distributed to transit systems in the state, 

32 select four transit systems to 

33 program, and prepare a report 

participate in the pilot 

to the department and the 

34 general assembly on the pilot program. The committee is to be 

35 politically and gender balanced and as geographically balanced 
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l as possible. 

2 The committee is to select four transit systems to 

3 participate in the pilot program based on their ability to 

4 provide transportation services to senior citizens and persons 

5 with disabilities in a flexible manner on a seven-days-a-week 

6 basis a:1d during sufficient hours of operati.on I.e meet the 

7 needs of the senior citizens and persons with disabilities in 

8 the transit system's service area. Each transit system 

g select9d shall form an advisory board consisting of five 

10 member~ who are sc,Jior citizens and five membeLs who have 

1: disabilities and one representative from the transit system. 

12 The till directs the department to issue the req~est for 

13 proposals not later than October 1, 1997, and dlrects the 

l4 ovecsigh\: comrniti:.e'= to select the four po.rticipating transit 

!S systems no'; later than April 1.- 1998, a:;o to provide a report 

16 to th? department and the general assembly not l_ater than 

17 DecPmbPr ?' 
~~ .J.. .. 

18 of. the pi lo~ 

1_9 to June 30: 

1999. 

progr"-"' 

1999. 

The actual transpor tatio0 se:vice portion 

shall last one year, from July 1, 1998, 

20 The I • ~ ' define:'; c 1 ;, : several terms, inc1\lciing J:ser1ior citizen•' 

21 [a person age 60 or older) and ''transit system'' (defined as a 

22 public, regional, or urban transit system under Code chapter 

23 324A)~ The bill defines the term ''disaoility'' the same as 

24 defined i1; Code section 15.102, subsection 5. 

25 The bill takes effect on July 1, 1997, except for the 

26 provi:>ior:s regarding the establishment of the con'1T<it~ee by the 

27 department, which ~axe effect upon enactment. 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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