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1L An Act providing for mandatory licensure for marital and family
2 therapists and mental health cournselors.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 147.2, Code 1997, is amended to read as

follows:
147.2 LICENSE REQUIRED.
A person shall not engage in the practice of medicine and

surgery, podiatry, osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and
surgery, psycholoay, c¢hiropractic, physical therapy, nursing,
dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, speech pathology,
audioloay, occupational therapy, respiratory care, pharmacy,

cosmetology, barbering, social work, dietetics, marital and

family therapy or mental health counseling, or mortuary

sclence or shall not practice as a physician assistant as
detined in the following chapters of this subtitle, unless the
person has obtained from the department a license for that
purpose.

Se. 2., Section 154D.4, Code 1997, is amended to read as
foLiows:

154D.4 EXEMPTIONS.

Thls chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent qualified
members of other professions, including but not limited to
nurses, psychologists, social workers, physicians, attorneys-
at~-law, or members of the clergy, from providing or
advertising that they provide services of a marital and family
therapy or mental health counseling nature consistent with the
accepted standards of their respective professions, but these
persons shall not use a title or descrintion denoting that
they are licensed marital and family therapists or licensed

mental health counselors, and shall not offer to practice or

practice marital and familv therapy or mental health

counseling beyond the scope of their respective professions

without obtairing a license pursuant to this chapter.
EXPLANATION

This 0ill provides for the mandanory licensure cf
cndirviduais engaged 1n the onrofesi.cnal dractice of marita:
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154D, regarding gqualificaticn to utilize the nrofessionas
designation of marital and family therapist or rental healtn
counselor, but that chapter does not mandate licensing in
order tc practice. The bill adds maritai and family therapy
and mental heaith counseling to the list of prefessions tor
which a license is reguired in Code section 147.2. The bill
also provides that members of other professions authorized to
provide marital and famiiy therapy Or mentali healtn counseiing
services within the scope of their own profess.on pursuant to
Code section 154D.4 shall not practice maritai ard family
therapy or mental health counseling beyond that scope without

obtaining licensure under Code chapter 154D.
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