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1 An Act providing for mandatory licensure for marital and family 

2 therdpists a~d mental health counselors. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 147.2, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

l 147.2 LICENSE REQUIRED. 

4 A person shall not engage in the practice of medicine and 

s surgery, podiatry, osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and 

6 surgery, psycholoay, cn;ropractic, physical therauy. nursi;lg, 

7 dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, speech pathology, 

8 audiology, occupational theraPy, respnatory care, pharmacy, 

9 cosmetology, barber1ng, social work, dietetics, marit~~~ 

10 family therapy___2_r:_men!:al health counseli~ or mortuary 

11 science or shall not practice as a physician assistant as 

12 defined <n the following chapters of this subtitle, unless the 

13 person has obtained from the department a license for that 

14 purpose. 

l<; Sec. 2. Section 1540.4, Code 1997, 1s amended to read as 

16 fu~.cows: 

17 1540.4 EXEMPTIONS. 

18 This chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent qualified 

19 members of other professions, including but not limited to 

20 nurses, psychologists, social workers, physicians, attorneys-

21 at-law, or members of the clergy, from providing or 

22 advertising that they provide services of a marital and ta~ily 

23 therapy or mental health counseling nature consis:ent with the 

24 accepted standards of their respective professions, but ~hese 

25 persons shall not use a title or description denoting that 

26 they are licensed mar~tal and family therapists or l1censed 

27 mental health counselors~~~_shall not offer to_practice or 

28 practice marital and familv therapy or_ menta~ health 

29 counseling beyond the scooe of their respective protessio_:'1S 

30 without obtau:ing a lice:-~se pur?uac:t to this c_haptPr. 

ll CX?::..A~A':':ON 
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S.F. H.F. 

L 1540, regarding qualification to ut1lize the orofessiona: 

2 desig11ation of marital and family therapist or rnen:al health 

3 counselor, but that chapter does not mandate l1censing in 

4 order to practice. The b1ll adds mar1tal and ~am1lV therapv 

5 and meiltal health counseling to the list of professions for 

6 wn1ch a license is requ1red in Code section l47.2. The n1ll 

7 also provides that members of otr.e r profess1ons au~nor1zeo to 
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oc mentaL healtrt cou:1se.! inq 

own profess~on pursuant to 

lO Code sect1on 1540.4 shall not practice marita" ar.d family 

therapy or mental health counseling beyond that scope without 

obtaining licensure under Code cha~ter 154D. 

8 provide marital and family therapy 

9 services within thf" scope of their 
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