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1 An Act relating to the disposit1on of certain lost property. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERI\L ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2}. 



S.F. H. F. 

l S.-ct ion l. NEW SECT ION. 556F.6A FINDER'S OPTIONS IN 

2 DISPOSING OF FOUND PROPERTY. 

l A pe~s0r1 who finds lost goods, money, bank ~otes, or other 

4 property, and where the owner is unknown, may do either of tt1e 

s :o11o;;1ng: 

6 l. Comp:y with the provisions of sections 556F.7 thro~gh 

·; 556F.2.0. 

8 2. Deliver the goods, mor-ey, bank not·es, or other property 

9 to the s~eriff of the county where such property was found, or 

10 to il local law en~orce:ne!:t agency of the jurisdiction \·/here 

ll thP property ~o;as ~ou,-,d. The sher:.ff or local la•,; en~orce:nent 

12 agency shall :na~e every reasonable e:fort to :dentify the 

ll owr1er o( the properly and retcrn the proper~y if the ow~er 1s 

1·1 located. If tl1e owner o: the property is not identified arld a 

!5 person does not appear to claim and prove ownership of the 

lG propPrty within twelve months o: the date the property :s 

11 delivPred to the sheriff or local la~o1 enforcPmerlt ager:cy, the 

18 r1ght to the property is irrevocably vest•!d in the finder and 

19 the property sha:l be delivered to the finder. 

70 EXPLANATION 

21 Thi.s bill establ~.sl1es drl alternative op~io:~ for a person to 

:.u dispo:;P of four.d ;;>roperty. The bill prov:~des ~hat. ~!'le pc:·son 

23 may deliver the goods, money, bank notes, or ether property to 

74 :}le sherif~ of the cou~ty where such propE?rty was found, or to 

25 a lc1r2 1 law c~forceme~t ager.cy of the jur~sdict1011 where the 

26 property was fo~nd. The sheriff or local law enforcemen: 

27 agency 1s give!: responsibi:ity for attempt:ing tt> find the 

28 owner of the found property. If the owner is not located and 

29 no or.e claims the property within 12 months of the date the 

30 property is delivered to the sheriff or :ocal law en~orceme~t 

31 agency, the right to the property is irrevocab:y ves~ed ~n the 

!2 finder and the property shall be de:ivered to the ~;nder. 

33 CJrre~t~y, ~he fi~der o~ the prope~ty ~s c~arqed w~t!~ ~~e 

35 ~cJtire o~ the d00r o~ ~~P cour:house of ~~e c~~~ty i:~ w~ic~ 
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• 



s.r. !!.F. 

l the property was found and three other public plac~s 1n the 

2 county. This option remains for the finder. 
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