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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the practice of veterinary medicine and
2 providing a penalty.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IQOWA:
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Section 1. Section 169.3, Code 1997, is amended by adding .
the following new subsections:
NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. “"Authorized veterinary entity"” means

any of the following:

a. A licensed veterinarian.

b. The holder of a valid temporary pernmit issued by the
board pursuant to section 169.11.

c. A professional corporation incorporated as provided in
secrior 496C.6 for the purpose of engaging in the practice of
veterinary medicine or a professional limited liability
company organized as provided in section 450A.1505 for the
purpose of engaging in the practice of veterinary medicine.

NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. "Clinic" means a place where

veterinary medicine 1s practiced.
Sec. 2. Section 169.3, subsection 12, Code 1997, is
amended to read as follows:

12. *veterinary assistant" means an assistant employed by

a-itcensed-veterrnarian an authorized veterinary entity as an .
animal technician and any other assistant the board designates
by rule.
Sec. 3. Section 169.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997,
is amended to read as follows:

state who-ts-not unless the person is a licensed veterinarian

or the holder of a valid temporary permit taszed-by-the-board
as provided in section 169.11. This chapter shall not be

construed to prohibit:
Sec, 4. Section 169,4, subsection 9, Code 1997, 1s amended
to read as follows:

9. Any veterinary assistant, 1f the veterinary assistant

le eniployed Dy a-ireensed-vererinarran-frew-perfarming an

authorized veterinary entity: performs duties otner than

dlagnosis, prescriprion, or surgery:; i under the direcs

N

supervision of gwen a licensed veterinar_an whiep-agarscane:

and has been lssued a certificaze by the soard zubject Lo .




section 169.20.

Sec. 5. Section 169.4a, Code 1997, is amended to read as

follows:
169.4A PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES,.

A person, including a corporation, limited liability

company, or partnership, established on or after July 1, 1994,

5

6

7 other-than-either-a-professionat-corporation-organtzed-under

8 chapter-496€-or-a-veterrnarzan-ticendsed-under-this-chapter but
9

prior to the effective date of this Act, shall not previde

10 veterrrary-medteat-servicesy own a vecterinary clinilcy or

11 practice veterinary medicine in this state, except as

12 otherwise provided 1n this chapter of the 1397 Iowa Code.

L3 However, this section shall not prohibit apply to a person

14 frem-owning who is one of the following:

15 l. A professional corporation organized under chapter 496C

16 or a veterinarian licensed unde;y this chapter who establ:i:shed

17 a veterinary clinic prior to the effective date of this Act.
. 18 2. A person who, prior to the effective date of this Act,
h 19 acquired an interest in real property or a building where a

20 clinic is located, if veterinary medical services or a
21 practice 1s conducted by the clinic by a professional

22 corporation or a veterinarian licensed under this chapter.

23 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 169.4B AUTHORIZED PROVIDERS OF
24 VETERINARY SERVICES.
25 On ard after the effective date of this Act, a persor,

26 other than an authorized veterinary entity, shall not do any
27 of the following:

28 1. Establish, own, purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire a
29 iegal or equitable interest in & clinic. Hcwever, this

30 subsection shall not apply to any of the fcllcwing:
31 a. & person owning, purchasing, leasing, or oth

e
32 acquiring a iegal or equitable interest in rea. property or a

1

33 building where a c<linic is located, if the pract:ice of
34 veterinary medicine (s conduct

ed by a Licernsed veterinarlian or
i

e
A

the nol

a.

er ¢f & “emporary permis issued by the noard pursuant
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Lo section 169.11,
b. An accredited or approved college of veterinary
medicine.

2. Exercise influence or control or attempt to exercise
influence or control over the professional judgment, skill, cr
responsibility of a licensed veterinarian or holder of a valid
temporary permit issued by the board pursuant to this chapter.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 169.4C RECORDS.

A person who practices veterinary medicine shall maintain

records of animals on which the person practiced veterinary
medicine as provided by rules which shall be adopted by the
board. The records shall contain information prescribed by
the board. The records shall at a minimum ildentify the clinic
where veterinary medicine is being practiced, any individual
who provides care under this chapter, and information
regarding the type of care provided. The records may be
maintained by a cliric on behalf of individuals empioyed by
the clinic.

Sec. 8. Section 169.5, subsection 9, is amended by adding
the following new paragraph ancd relettering subsequent
paragraphs:

NEW PARAGRAPH. 1. Refer any matter regarding a violation
of this chapter as provided in section 169.19 to the attorney
general or the couniy attorney in the county where the
violation occurred for prosecution.

Sec., 9. Sectlon 169.19, subsection 1, Code 1997, is
amended to read as foilows:

1. a. Any person who practices veterinary mecicine
withcout a currently valid licernse or temporary permit as

provided in this chapter 1s guilty of a fraudulent practice,

tach act of such unlawful practice shall constinute a Elgtinces
and separate cffenge.

Do_ATY REYSIN who violates secrtion 169.4A or 163.43 is
Guilty of a serious misdeneanor

Hec e section 169,20, Unnumbered paragranh 1, (ode
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1997, 1s amended to read as follows:

A-vetertmarian An authorized veterinary entity may employ

certified veterinary assistants for any purpose other than
diagnosis, prescription, or surgery. Veterinary assistants
must act under the direct supervision of a licensed
veterinarian,
EXPLANATION

This bill amends Code chapter 169 which regulates
veterinary practices. Specifically, the bill prohibits a
person other than an authorized veterinary entity from
establishing, owning, or acquiring a legal or equitable
interest in a veterinary clinic after the effective dare of
the bill. Less stringent restrictions in current law would
contlinue to apply to persons who established clinics as
professional corporations prior to the effective date of the
bill. The bill amends the provision t£o enhance readability.
The bill provides that an authorized veterinary entity
includes a person who currently holds a valid license or
temporary permit under the chapter. An authorized entizy also
includes a professional corporation or a protessional limited
liability company. The prohibition does not apply to a person
owning Or acquiring an interest 1n real property or a builiding
where a clinic is located, if the practice of veterinary
medicine 1s conducted by a licensed veterinarian or temporary
permitholder, It also deces not apply to a college of
veterinary medicine. The bill prohibits a person from
exercising influence or control over the professional
judgment, skili, or responsibility of a licensed veterinaria:n.
The blil requireg that persons practicing veterirary medicine
maintain records relating to the veterinary practice. The

prohibition against the establishment of clinics does not

r

appily %o persons who established clinics prior Lo une

12]
e

effective date of the bill., A person who viclates zhe bi.l's

provisicns is guilty of a serious nisdemeancr.
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 1, 1997 Page 23

/. SENATE FILE 253
-q-1472

Amend Senate File 253, as passed by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 1, lines 13 and 14, by striking the words
"place where veterinary medicine is practiceéd" and
inserting the following: "business engaged in the
practice of veterinary medicine".

2. Page 1, by inserting before line 15 the
following:

"Sec. . Section 169.3, subsection 10,
unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to read
as follows:

"Practice of veterinary medicine" or "veterinary
medical services" means any of the following:"

3. Page 2, by striking lines 4 through 22 and
inserting the following:

"169.4A PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES.

A person, including a corporation, limited
liability company, or partnership, established on or
after July 1, 1994, but prior to the effective date of
this Act, other than either a professional corporation
organized under chapter 496C or a veterinarian
licensed under this chapter, shall not provide
veterinary medical services, own a veterinary clinics
or practice 1in this state, except as otherwise
provided in this chapter. However, this section shall
not pronibit a person from owning ar interest in real
property or a building where a clinic is located, if
veterinary medical services or a practice 1s conducted
by the clinic by a professional corporation or a
veterinarian licensed under this chapter.”

4. Page 2, line 28, by striking the word "own"
and inserting the following: ‘*“expand".

5. Page 2, line 28, by striking the word
"lease,".

6. Page 3, by inserting after line 3 the
following:

" . Relocating a clinlc or expanding the size of
38 an existing clinic on the same premises. However,

39 this paragraph shall not allow the person to increase
40 the number of clinics or the number of premises where
41 clinics are located."

42 7. Page 3, lire 16, by striking the word "may"

43 and inserting the following: ‘“shall".

44 8. Page 3, line 18, by inserting after the word

45 “"clinic" the following: ", as provided in rules which
46 shall be adopted by the board pursuant to chapter
17a".

9. By renumbering as necessary.
By COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT

MARTIN of Scott, Chairperson

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

472 FILED MARCH 31, 1997
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Amend Senate rile 253, as passed by the Serate, as
follows:

1. Page 3, by inserting after line 25 the
foilowing:

"Sec. . Section 169.5, Code 1997, is amended by
adding the following rew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 10. A perscn who owns a clinic,
but who, on ot after the effective cdate 0f this Acet,
s prohibited from establishing, purchasing, or
acguiring a legal or ecuitzable interest In a clinic as
provided in section 169.4B, shall be subfect to the
same standards of conduct, as provicded In this chapter
ard rules acopted by the Dbeoard, as app.y to a licensec
veterinarilan, unless the boarc cetermines zhaz a
standard of conduct i1s inapplicable. The bcard may
1ssue, renew, or deny the issuance or renewal cf a
certificate, adop:i, amend, or repeal rules relating to
the standards of conduct; and taxke c¢lisciplinary action
against the person, 1ncluding suspersion or revccation
of a certificate which shall be in accord with section

2. By renumbering as necessary.
By SCERADER of Marion

H-1662 FILED APRIL 9, 1997

,/4‘05.7,5,4_,

Cp7ze/




HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 14, 1997 Page 99

[

QWA B WA

SENATE FILE 253

H-1676

Amend Senate File 253, as passed by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 3, by inserting after line 3 the
following:

" . An animal shelter or pound as defined in
section 162.2, if the animal shelter or pound engages
a licensed veterinarian or the holder of a temporary
permit issued by the board pursuant to section 169.11,
in order to practice veterinary medicine at the animal
shelter or pound."”

By HOLMES of Scott

H-1676 FILZD APRIL 10, 1997

O/ 810l 4)10/97 (PUzs)

SENATE FILE 253

H-1683
1 Amend the amendment, H~1472, to Senate File 253, as
2 passed by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 41 the
4 following:
5 “ . An animal shelter or pound as defined in
6 section 162.2, if the animal shelter or pound engages
7 a licensed veterinarian or the holder of a temporary
8 permit issued by the board pursuant to section 169.11,
9 in order to practice veterinary medicine at the animal
é‘;o shelter or pound."

1=

2. By renumbering as necessary.
By HOLMES of Scott

B-1683 FILED APRIL 10, 1997

Sy -27
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SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 12, 1997

HOUSE AMENDMENT TC
SENATE FILE 253

/ ~3465
" ,
~® Amend Senate File 253, as passed by the Senate, as

49

50

follows:

1. Page 1, lines 13 and 14, by striking the words
"place where veterinary medicine is practiced" and
inserting the following: "business engaged in the
practice of veterinary medicine".

2, Page 1, by inserting before line 15 the
following:

“Sec. . Section 169.3, subsection 10,
unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to read
as follows:

"Practice of veterinary medicine" or "veterinary
medica. services" means any of the following:"

3. Page 2, by striking lines 4 through 22 and
inserting the following:

"16%.4A PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES,

A perscn, including a corporation, limited
liability company, or partnership, established on or
after July 1, 1994, but prior to the effective date of
this Act, other than either a professional corporation
organized under chapter 496C or a veterinarian
licensed under this chapter, shall not provide
veterinary medical services, own a veterinary clinics
or practice in this state, except as otherwise
provided in this chapter. However, this section shall
not prohibit a person from owning an interest in real
property or a building where a clinic is located, if
veterinary medical services or a practice is conducted
by the clinic by a professional corporation or a
veterinarian licensed under this chapter."”

4. Page 2, line 28, by striking the word "own"
and inserting the following: '"expand",

5. Page 2, line 28, by striking the word
"lease,".

6. Page 3, by inserting after line 3 the
following:

" . Relocating a clinic or expanding the size of
an existing clinic on the same premises. However,
this paragraph shall not allow the person to increase
the number of clinics or the number of premises where
clinics are located.

. An animal shelter or pound as defined in
section 162.2, if the animal shelter or pound engages
2 licensed veterinarian or the holder of a temporary
permit issued by the board pursuant to section 169.11,
in order to practice veterinary medicine at the animal
shelter or pound.”

7. Page 3, line 16, by striking the word "may"
and inserting the following: "shall™.

8. Page 3, line 18, by inserting after the word

m—uss -1-
X




APRIL 12, 1997

Page 2

"clinic" the following: ", as provided in rules which
shall be adopted by the board pursuant to chapter
17A".

9. Page 3, by inserting after line 23 the
following:

"Sec. __ . Section 169.5, Code 1997, is amended by
adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 1C. A person who owns a clinic,
but who, on or after the effective date of this Act,
is pronibited from establishing, purchasing, or
acquiring a legal or equitable interest in a clinic as
provided in section 169.4B, shall be subject tc the
same standards of conduct, as provided in this chapter
and rules adopted by the board, as apply to a liceansed
veterinarian, unless the board determines that a
standard of conduct is inapplicable. The board may
issue, renew, or deny the issuance or renewal of a
certificate, adopt, amend, or repeal rules relating to
the standards of conduct; and take disciplinary acticn
against the person, including suspension or revocation
of a certificate which shall be in accord with section
169.14."

10. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating
and correcting internal references as necessary.

RECEIVED FROM THE HQUSE

Lo B B RS BN Y R T S o SRV o' IO ' QNS B SO ST NI B
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$-3465 FILED APRIL 10, 1997
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SENATE FILE 25
S5-5807
to Senate File

amend the XHouse amerndmen:t, E£-345%,
iouws:

45t
283, as pacsed by the Senate, as fo

1. By striking page 1, line 3 th
line 22, and 1nsert1ng the following

" . Page 1, by inserting after line 14 the
following:

"Sec. . Section 169.3, subsection 10,
unnumoered paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to read
as follows:

10 "Practice of veterinary medicine" or "veterinary
11 medical services" means any of the following:"

12 . By striking page 1, line 28, through page 3,
13 line 7, and inserting the following:

14 “Sec. . NEW SECTION. 169.4B CERTIFICATION OF
15 CLINIC OPERATORS.

16 1. A perscn whe operates a clinic, including the
17 owner of a clinic¢, shall not provide veterinary

18 medical services at the clinic, or employ or contract
19 with a licensed veterinerian cor the holder of a valid
temporary permit as provided in section 169.4, to
provide veterinary medical services, unless the person
is one of the following:

a. An authorized veterinary entity.

b. A state agency or political subdivision.,

¢c. An animal shelter or pound as defined in
section 162,2.

d. A person who is cert‘gled ac a clinic operator
pursuant to this section.

2, A clinic shall not be used to provide
veterinary medical services unless the veterirnary
medical services are provided by a licensed
veterinarian or holder of a temporary permit.

3. A person required to be certified under this
section must apply for certification with the board
according to procedures required by the board. &
certification shall be renewed periodically as
required by the board, but not less than once every
three years,

4. A person required to be certified under this
section shall comply with standards of conduct
established by the board for the operation of a
clinic, as provided in this chapter and rules adopted
by the board. A certificate issued under this section
is not a license or a temporary,permit.

5. The becard shall do zll of the following:

a. Issue, renew, or deny the issuance ¢r renewal
of a clinic operator's certificate accerding to
p*oceda&es estaplisihed by the board.

L. AG&Cpi, amend. or rescind rules nececssary to
56 administar this sectiorn in accordance with chaptar
5-532%7 =i~

ough page 2,
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necessary prosecution for such violatioen.
Notwithstanding this provision; the board of
veterinary medicine or any citizen of this state may
bring an action to enjcin any person from providing
veterinary medical services, including practicing
veterinary medicine, without a currently valid
iicense, or temporary permit, or clinic operator's
certificate. The action brought to restrain a person
from sngaging-itn-the-praetice-of providing veterinary
medietne-withount-posseasing-z~ticense medical services

as provided in this subsection, shall be brought in
the name of the state of Iowa. If the court finds
that the individual 1is violating or threatening to
vioclate this chapter it shall enter an injunction
restraining the individuel from such unlawful &acts.""
2. By renumbering as necessary.
By STEWART IVERSON, Jr.

S-5807 FILED APRIL 21, 1998
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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the practice ¢of veterinary medicine and
providing a penalty.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 169.3, Code 1997, 1s amended by adding .
the following new subsections:
NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. "Authorized veterinary entity" means

any of the following:

a. A licensed veterilnarian.

b. The holder of a valid temporary permit issued by the
board pursuant to section 169.11.

¢. A professional corporation incorporated as provided in
section 496C.6 for the purpose of engaging in the practice of
veterinary medicine or a professional limited liability
company organized as provided in section 490A.1505 for the
purpose cf engaging in the practice of veterinary medicine.

NEW SUBSECTION, 4A. "Clinic" means a place where

veterinary mecicine 1s practiced.
Sec. 2. Section 169.3, subsection 12, Code 1997, is
amended to read as follows:
12. "Veterinary assistant” means an assistant enployed by .

a-ticensed-veterina~tan an authorized veterinary entity as an

animal technician and any other assistant the board designates
by rule.

Sec. 3, Section 169.4, unnumbered paragrapnh 1, Code 1997,
is amended tc read as follows:

A person may shall not practice veteripary medicine in the
state whe-is-net unless the person is a licensed veterinarian

or the holder of a valid temporary permit tsavced-by-the-board
as provided in section 169.1l. This chapter shall not be

construed to prohibit:
Sec. 4. Section 169.4, subsection 9, Code 1997, is amended
to read as follows:

9. Any veterinary assistant, if the veterinary assistant

is employved by a-iicensed-veterinasian-from-performtng an

authorized veterinary entity; performs duties other than

diagnosis, prescription, or surgery; s uncer the direct

supervision of suweh a licensed veterinariar which-assistant;
and has oveen issued a certificate by :he board subject to .
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section 169.20.

Sec. 5. Section 169.4A, Code 1997, is amended to read as
follows:

169.4A PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES.

A person, including a corporation, limited liability
company, or partnership, established on or after July 1, 1994,
other—-than-eteher-a-professronat-corporatien-organtzed-under
echapter-496€-or-a-veterinartan-iicensed-under-this-echapter but
prior to the effective date of this Act, shall not provide

veterinary-redicak-services; own a veterinary clinicy or

practice veterinary medicine 1n this state, except as

otherwise provided in this chapter of the 1997 Iowa Code.

However, this section shall not srohimi+s apply to a person
. E apply to P

from-owntng who is cone of the following:

1. A professional corporation organized under chapter 496C

or a veterinarian licensed under this chapter who established

a veterinary clinic prior to the effective date of this Act.

2. A person who, prior to the effective date of this Act,

acquired an interest in real property or a buildirng where a
¢linic is located, if veterinary medical services or a
practice is conducted by the clinic by a professional
corporation or a veterinarian licensed under this chapter.
Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 169.4B AUTHORIZED PROVIDERS OF
VETERINARY SERVICES.
On and after the effective date of this Act, a person,

other than an authorized veterinary entity, shall not do any
of the following:

1., Establish, own, purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire a
legal or egquitable interest in a cliniec. However, this
subsection shall not apply to any of the following:

a. A person owning, purchasing, leasing, or otherwise
acquiring a legal or eguitable interest in real property or a
building where a clinic I1s located, if the practice of
veterirary medicine is conducted by a licensed veterinarian or

the holder cf a temporary permit issued by the board pursuarnt
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to section 169.11.

b. An accredited or approved college of veterinary
medicine.

2. Exercise influence or control or attempt to exercise
influence or control over the professional judgment, skill, or
responsibility of a licensed veterinarian or holder of a valid
temporary permit issued by the board pursuant to this chapter.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 169.4C RECORDS.

A person who practices veterinary medicine shall maintain

records of animals on which the person practiced veterinary
medicine as provided by rules which shall be adopted by the
board. The records shall contain information prescribed by
the board. The records shall at a minimum identify the c¢linic
where veterinary medicine is being practiced, any individual
who provides care under this chapter, and information
regarding the type of care provided. The records may be
maintained by a clinic on behalf of individuals employed by
the clinic.

Sec. 8. Section 169.5, subsection §, is amended by acdding
the following new paragraph and relettering subsequent
paragraphs:

NEW PARAGRAPH. 1. Refer any matter regarding a violation

of this chapter as provided in section 169.19 to the attorney
general or the county attorney in the county where the
viclation occurred for prosecution.
Sec. 9. Section 169.19, subsection 1, Code 1997, is
amended to read as follows:
a. Any person who practices veterinary medicine
without & currently vaiid license or temporary permit as

provided in this chapter is guilty of a fraudulent practice.

Zach act of such unlawful practice shall constitute a distinct
and separaie offense.

b. Any person who violates section 169.4A or 169.4B 13

guiity of a serious misdemeanor.

Sec. 10, Section 169.20, urnumbered paragraph 1, Ccde

_3_ .




1997, 1s amended to read as follows:
A-veterinartan An authorized veterinary entity may employ

certified veterinary assistants for any purpose other than
diagnosis, prescription, or surgery. Veterinary assistants
must act under the direct supervision of a licensed
veterinarilan.
EXPLANATION

This bill amends Code chapter 169 which regulates
veterinary practices. Specifically, the bill prohibits a
person other than an authorized veterinary entity from
establishing, owning, or acquiring a legal or equitable
interest in a veterinary clinic after the effective date of
the bill. Less stringent restrictions in current law would
continue to apply to persons who established clinics as
professional corporations prior to the effective date of the
pill. The bill amends the provision to enhance readability.
The bill provides that an authorized veterinary entity
includes a person who currently holds a valid license or
temporary permit under the chapter. An authorized entity also
includes a professional corporation or a professicnal limited
liability company. The prohibition does not apply to a person
owning or acquiring an interest in real property or a building
where a clini¢ is located, if the practice of veterinary
medicine is conducted by a licensed veterinarian or temporary
permitnolder. It alsc does not apply to a cocllege of
veterirary medicine. The bill prohibits a person from
exercising influence or control over the professional
judgment, skill, or responsibility of a licensed veterinarian.
The bill requires that persons practicing veterinary medicine
maintain records relating to the veterinary practice., Th
prohibition against the establishment of clinics does not
apply to pversons who established cliinics prior to the
effective cdate of the bill. A person who violates the bill's

provisions is guilty cf a serious miscemeanor.
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