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1 An Act relating to the practice of veterinary medicine and 
providing a penalty. 2 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s. F. 253 H.f'. 

1 sect1on 1. Sectic>n 169.1, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. ]A. ''Authorized veterinary entity" means 

4 any of the following: 

5 a. A licensed veterinarian. 

6 b. The holder of a valid temporary permit issued by the 

7 board p11rsuant to section 169.11. 

8 c. A professional corporat~on incorporated as provided tn 

9 sectio~ 496C.6 Eor the purpose of engaging in the practice of 

10 veterinary med:cine or a professional limited liability 

11 company organized as provided in section 490A.l505 for the 

1? purpose of engag~ng in the practice of veterinary medicine. 

NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. "Clinic" means a place where 

14 veterinary medicine 

lS Sec. 2. Sec~ion 

is practiced. 

169.3, subsection 

16 amended to read as follows: 

12, Code 1997, is 

17 1?. ''Veterinary assista11t'' means an assistant employed by 

l!l 1!-hee,:;ed-veteri:ntHi:al'l an autho.~ __ ized veterin~r_y entity as an 

19 animal technician and any other assistant the board designates 

20 by rule. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 169.4, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 1997, 

22 15 amended to read as follows: 

2J A person !liB)' shaU not practice veterinary medicine in the 

24 state who-i:s-not unless the Berson is a licensed veterinarian 

25 or the holder of a valid temporary per~it issoed-by-the-beard 

26 as provided in sect:on 169.11. This chapter shall not be 

27 construed to prohibit: 

28 Sec. 4. Section 269.4, subsection 9, Code 1997, is a~ended 

29 ~o read as Eol:ows: 

JO 9. Any veterinary assistant, i~ the veterinary assistaQt 

31 ts er:iployed by a-~teel"l~ed-,eter!:na:r~an- ~r-elt'.-perf-er~!-ng an 

32 cn:t:,or.:.zed ve:e:-i~~~ entitv; nerfo~:T.~ dut:e:=. 

1 '1 d-' '".".OS!S, "re · •· o•- • · "d"· ... '1 !-' s c :-- : p- 1 o :~ , .. ~ :.1 ~ g e :- y ~: '.1.. t'":: 

·)-l :j:..:pe:-·;:sio;: of !:!~~h a l~_I!sed vete:.-i~c.r~dn ~h~e~-e~~~~':tt!"!t_: 

1S a~d ~:d~ bee~ ~ss~;ed a cer:i~ic2:e b~· t~:e hoard s_bject ~c 

-.i..-
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S.F. H.F. 

1 section 169.20. 

2 Sec. 5. Section l69.4A, Code 1997, 1s amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 169.4A PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES. 

5 A person, including a 

6 company, or partners~ip, 

corporation, limited liability 

established on or after July l, 1994, 

7 othe~-th6M-either-a-professienal-eerpor6tioM-e~~ani~ed-ttnder 

8 ehapter-496e-or-e-veteriner±en-tieensed-tlnder-this-ehepter but 

9 ££i~o the _effec_tive 9ate qf th~s Act. shall not provide 

10 veterinery-fflediee±-serviees, own a veterinary clinic, or 

ll practice veterinary medicine in this state, except as 

12 otherwise provided 1n this chapter of the l99_2____!9_wa Code. 

l3 However, this section shall not £'roh±bit ~-ly to a person 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

frem-oMning who is one of the follpwing! 

l. A professional corporatJon orqanized under chapter 496C 

or a v~ter~narian licensed under this chapter who established 

~vetet" inary clinic prior to the effective date o! this Act. 

2. A oet"son who, prior tq the effective date of this Act~ 

acquired an interest in real property or a building t<he~e a 

clinic is located, if veterinary medical services or a 

practice is conducted by the clinic by a professional 

corporation or a veterinarian licensed under this chapter. 

23 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 

24 VETERINARY SERVcCES. 

169.48 AUTHORIZED PROVIDERS OF 

25 On and after the effective date of this Act, a person, 

26 other than an authorized veterinary e~tity, shall not do any 

27 of the following: 

28 1. Establish, own, purchase, lease, or otherwise ~cquire a 

29 legal or equitable interest ir~ a clinic. Hot-;ever, tl:is 

JO subsec:ion shall not apply to any of che followi~g: 

31 a. A person owning, purc~as~~g, :easing, or otterwi5e 

32 acquiri~g a legal or equi~able ~n~erest in rea: p~oper:y or a 

3J b~i:dins where a clinic ~s located, if ~he pract:ce o: 

34 veteril1ary ffiedic~!le ~s co~dtJcled oy a iice~sed veter~:~a~:a:~ r 

1S :~:e r.olde:- of a -:e::.!)::rary pe:-:ri~ issued bf· ti;e r.)::ar.j ?:,i~ ::;·1:Jn' 

-2-



S.i". Z53 H.F. 

' to section 169.11. 

7. b. An accredited or approved college of veterinary 

3 ~•edicine. 

4 2. Exercise influence 

5 infltience or control over 

or control or attempt to exercise 

the professional judgment, skill, or 

6 respo11S1b1lity of a licensed veter1narian or holder of a valid 

I temporary permit issued by the board pursuant to this chapter. 

8 Sec. 7. NEW SEC~ION. l69.4C RECORDS. 

9 A person who practices veterinary medicine shall maintain 

10 records of animals on which the person practiced veterinary 

11 medicir1e as provided by rules wh!ch shall be adopted by the 

12 board. The records shall contain information prescribed by 

13 the board. The records shall at a minimum identify the clinic 

14 where veterinary medicine is being practiced, any individual 

15 who provides care under this chapter, and information 

16 regarding tl1e type of care provided. The records may be 

17 maintained by a clinic on behalf of individuals employed by 

lH the clinic. 

19 SPc. 8. Sec:iorl 169.5, subsection 9, is a~ended by adding 

20 the follow:ng new paragraph and relettering subsequent 

21 paragraphs: 

22 NEW ?ARAGRAPH. " . Refer any matter regarding a violat:on 

23 of lh1s chapter as provided in section 169.19 to the attorney 

24 general or :he coun:y attorney in the co11nty where ~he 

25 violation occt:rred for prosecution. 

26 Sec. 9. Sec:1on 169.19, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

27 amended to read as follows: 

28 c. a. Any person wr.o practices vete~inary ~ec:ctne 

29 without a currently valid licecse or temporary pecn:it as 

30 prov.19e_~_:n ___ t_b_i_:;_c;_~9.l':e_£ is guilty of a :ra_;d~le~.t ;nactice. 

31 Fac~ act of sttch ~nlawful practice sha:: co~st~~ute d d~s:inc: 

J2 a:~d separa:e cf~e~se. 

·· ~- A~\' oers~n ~~he violates sect~.c~ l69.4A n~ :fi0.4H ts ........ --- .... -- ... ----·--· -·--···---·-·---

-3-
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S.F. 2~,3 H.F . 

1 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

2 A-vete~±~a~±an An authorized 

3 certified veterinary assistants 

veterinary entity may 

for any purpose other 

employ 

than 

4 diagnosis, prescription~ or surgery. Veterinary assistants 

5 must act under the direct supervision of a licensed 

6 veterinarian. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill amends Code chapter 169 which regulates 

9 veterinary practices. Specifically, the bill prohibits a 

10 person other than an authorized veterinary entity from 

ll establishing, owning, or acquiring a legal or equitablP 

12 interest in a veterinary clinic after the effective da~e of 

13 the bill. Less stringent restric~ions in current law wou:d 

14 cont1nue to apply to persons who established clinics as 

15 professional corporations prior to the effective da~e of the 

16 bill. The bill amends the provision to enhance readability. 

17 The bill provides that ar. authorized veterinary entity 

18 includes a person who currently holds a valid license or 

19 temporary permit under the chapter. An authc>rized ent1:y also 

20 includes a pro~essional corporation or a professional limited 

21 liability company. The prohibition does not apply to a person 

22 owning or acquiring an interest in real property or a building 

23 where a clinic is located, if the practice of veterinary 

24 medicine is cond11Cted by a licensed veterinarian or temporary 

25 permitholder. It also does not apply to a college of 

26 veterinary medicine. The bill prohibits a person :ro~ 

27 exercising influence or control over the professional 

28 judgme~t, skill, or responsibility of a :ice~sed veterina~ia:: 

29 The bill requires that persons practicing veterinary reed1c1ne 

30 maintain :ecords relating :o the veterinary prac:~ce. ThP 

31 prohib1tion agains: the establishment of cli~~cs does not 

32 apply :o pe:sons who established c:i~ics prio: to :.ile 

33 effec~ive date of the bill. A perso:: ~ho ~io:ates :~lc ~):._ :· 

34 provis~c~s is g~il~y of a ser~o~s ~:isdenea:1cr. 

25 

C.SB l:i8.1SV 77 

-4- da/ j ~·!/ 5 



HOUSE CLI? SHEET APRIL 1, 1997 

·-1472 SENATE FILE 253 

1 Amend Senate File 253, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 folloHs: 
3 l. Page l, lines 13 and 14, by striking the words 
4 ''place where veterinary medicine is practiced'' and 
5 inserting the following: ''business engaged in the 
6 practice of veterinary medicine''. 
7 2. Page 1, by inserting before line 15 the 
8 follov1ing: 
9 ''Sec. Section 169.3, subsection 10, 

10 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to :ead 
ll as follows: 
12 ''Practice of veterinary medicine'' or "veterinary 
13 medical services'' means any of the following:•• 
14 3. Page 2, by striking lines 4 through 22 and 
15 inserting the following: 
16 ''169.4A PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES. 
17 A person, including a corporation, limited 

Page 23 

18 liability company, or partnership, established on or 
19 after July l, 1994, but prior to the effective date of 
20 this Act, other than either a professional corporation 
21 organized under chapter 496C or a veterinarian 
22 licensed under this chapter, shall not prov:de 
23 veterinary medical services, own a veterinary clinicT 

&a or practice in this state, except as otherwise 
0~ provided in this chapter. However, this section shall 
'·. L6 not prohibit a person ~rom owning an interest in real 

27 property or a building where a clinic is located, if 
28 veterinary medical services or a practice is conducted 
29 by the clinic by a professional corporation or a 
30 veterinarian licensed under this chapter.'' 
3l 4. Page 2, line 28, by striking the word "own" 
32 and inserting the following: ''expand''. 
33 5. Page 2, line 28, by striking the word 
34 11 lease,". 
35 6. Page 3, by inserting after line 3 the 
36 follmving: 
37 '' • Relocating a clinic or expanding the size of 
38 an existing clinic on the same premises. However, 
39 this paragraph shall not allow the person to increase 
40 the number of clinics or the number of premises where 
41 clinics are located.'' 
42 7. Page 3, line 16, by striking the HOrd ''may'' 
43 and inserting the following: ''shall''. 
44 8. Page 3, line 18, by inserting after the word 
45 ''clinic" the following: '', as provided in rules which 
46 shall be adopted by the board pursuant to chapter 
47 17A". 
48 9. By renumbering as necessary. 

:.472 FILED MARCH 31, 1997 

~ '/-n-91 
( f.t17r;_j 

By COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT 
MARTIN of Scott, Cha~rperson 



SENATE FILE 253 
H-1662 

~~end Senate flle 253, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 !'ollo·.vs: 
3 •. ?age 3, by inserting after line 25 the 
4 :oilowi:1g: 
5 "Sec. Section 169.5, Code 1997, is a~ended by 
6 add1::g tr.e follmving r.ew subsection: 
7 ~EW SUBSECTION. 10. A pe:son w~o owns a clinic, 
8 b~t who, on or a~te~ the e~~ective date of t~is Act, 
9 is prohibited f:om estab:ishir.g, purchasing, or 

10 acquiring a legal or equitable :nterest in a c:inic as 
ll prov:ded in section :69.~8, s~alc be sub:ect to the 
12 sa~e s:andards of conduct, as orovided in this chapter 
13 ar.d rules adopted by the board: as app:y to a licensed 
:4 veterir1arian, unless the board determines :ha: a 
:5 standard o: cond~c: is inapplicab:e. 7he board ~ay 
:6 1ssue, renew, or deny the issuance or rene~al of a 
.. certificate, adop:, amend, o: repeal rules relating to 
:s the standards of cond~ct; and ta~e disciplinary action 
:9 against the person, including suspension or revocation 
20 of a cer:i:icate which shall be ir. accord with section 
21 :69.14." 
22 2. By renumberir.g as necessary. 

By SCERADER of Marion 
H-1662 FILEJ APRIL 9, 1997 

tZ~ 
tf-1()- 97 

( j?//7t>/ 

• 

• 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 14, 1997 

i&_H-1676 
SENATE FILE 253 

~~ 1 Amend Senate File 253, as passed by the Senate, as 
-- · 2 follows: 

3 l. Page 3, by inserting after line 3 the 
4 following: 
5 "__ An animal shelter or pound as defined in 
6 section 162.2, if the animal shelter or pound engages 
7 a licensed veterinarian or the holder of a temporary 

Page 99 

8 permit issued by the board pursuant to section 169.11, 
9 in order to practice veterinary medicine at the animal 

10 shelter or pound.'' 
By HOLMES of Scott 

H-1676 F!~ED APRIL 

0/~ -1/Nif? 
10, 1997 

( jt! /)7()_) 

SENATE FILE 253 
H-1683 

l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

. ~ 
"' '•- 4.!.. 

Amend the amendment, H-1472, to Senate File 253, as 
passed by the Senate, as follows: 

l. Page l, by inserting after line 41 the 
following: 

"__ An animal shelter or pound as defined in 
section 162.2, if the animal shelter or pound engages 
a licensed veterinarian or the holder of a temporary 
permit issued by the board pursuant to section 169.11, 
in order to practice veterinary medicine ac the animal 
shelter or pound." 

2. By renumbering as necessary. 
By HOLMES of Scott 

H-1683 FILED APRIL 10, 1997 

~ 
'l-/c-?7 

( / j/7&_) 



SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 12, 1997 

BOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 253 

I·· -3465 ~~"l 1 Amend 
2 follows: 

Senate File 253, as passed by the Senate, as 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

l. Page l, lines 13 and 14, by striking the words 
"place where veterinary medicine is practiced" and 
inserting the following: ''business engaged in the 
practice of veterinary medicine''. 

2. Page 1, by inserting before line 15 the 
following: 

"Sec. Section 169.3, subsection 10, 
unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to read 
as follm•s: 

"Practice of veterinary medicine" or "veterinary 
medica: services" means any of the following:" 

10 
ll 
12 
13 
14 3. Page 2, by striking lines 4 through 22 and 
15 inserting the following: 
16 "169. 4A PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES. 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

5 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

0 

A person, including a corporation, limited 
liability company, or partnership, established on or 
after July 1, 1994, but prior to the effective date of 
this Act, other than either a professional corporation 
organized under chapter 496C or a veterinarian 
licensed under this chapter, shall not provide 
veterinary medical services, own a veterinary clinic, 
or practice in this state, except as otherwise 
provided in this chapter. However, this section shall 
not prohibit a person from owning an interest in real 
property or a building where a clinic is located, if 
veterinary medical services or a practice is conducted 
by the clinic by a professional corporation or a 
veterinarian licensed under this chapter." 

4. Page 2, line 28, by striking the word "own" 
and inserting the following: ''expand". 

5. Page 2, line 28, by striking the word 
11 lease, 11

• 

6. Page 3, by inserting after line 3 the 
following: 

" Relocating a clinic or expanding the size of 
an existing clinic on the same premises. However, 
this paragraph shall not allow the person to increase 
the number of clinics or the number of premises where 
clinics are located. 

An animal shelter or pound as defined in 
section 162.2, if the animal shelter or pound engages 
a licensed veterinarian or the holder of a temporary 
permit issued by the board pursuant to section 169.11, 
in order to practice veterinary medicine at the animal 
shelter or pound." 

7. Page 3, line 16, by striking the word "may" 
and inserting the following: "shall". 

8. Page 3, line 18, by inserting after the word 
465 -1-

Page 3 



S-3465 
Page 2 

1 "clinic'' the following: •, as provided in rules which 
2 shall be adopted by the board pursuant to chapter 
3 17A". 
4 9. Page 3, by inserting after line 25 the 
5 following: 
6 "Sec. Section 169.5, Code 1997, is amended by 
7 adding the-following new subsection: 
8 NEW S~BSECTIO~. 10. A person who owns a clinic, 
9 but who, on or after the effective date of this Act, 

10 is prohibited from establishing, purchasing, or 
ll acquiring a legal or equitable interest in a clinic as 
12 provided in section 169.4B, shall be subject to the 
13 same standards of conduct, as provided in this chapter 
l4 and rules adopted by the board, as apply to a licensed 
15 veterinarian, unless the board determines that a 
16 standard of conduct is inapplicable. The board may 
17 issue, renew, or deny the issuance or renewal of a 
18 certificate, adopt, amend, or repeal rules relating to 
19 the standards of conduct; and take disciplinary action 
20 against the person, including suspension or revocation 
21 of a certificate which shall be in accord with section 
22 169.14." 
23 10. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
24 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3465 FILED APRIL 10, 1997 

Page 4 



SENATE FII,E 253 
S-5807 

l .fl.rr,end ;::1e !iouse ai!'.t:r.C:nen·~, S-3455, to Senate File 
2 253, as passed by the Senate, &s follows: 
3 l. By striking page 1, line 3 through page 2, 

'.-·... 4
5 

lin~ 22, and in~erbtin<il the ~ollowing: 1 . 
1 '--- Page Lr y ~nsert1ng after 1ne 4 the 

6 following: 
7 "Sec. Section 169.3, subsection 10, 
8 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to read 
9 as follows: 

10 "Practice of veterinary medicine" or "veterinary 
ll medical services" means any of the following:" 
12 By striking page 1, line 28, through page 3, 
13 line-7, and inserting the following: 
14 "Sec. • NEW SECTION. 169.4B CERTIFICATION OF 
15 CLINIC OPERATORS. 
16 1. A person who operates a clinic, including the 
17 owner of a clinic, shall not provide veterinary 
18 medical services at the clinic, or employ or contract 
19 with a licensed veterinarian or the holder of a valid 
20 temporary permit as provided in section 169.4, to 
21 provide veterinary medical services, unless the person 
22 is one of the following: 
23 a. An authorized veterinary entity. 
24 b. A state agency or political subdivision. 
25 c. An animal shelter or pound as defined in 
26 section 162.2. 
27 d. A person who is certified as a clinic operator 
28 pursuant to this section. 
29 2. A clinic shall not be used to provide 

~30 veter~nary medical services unless the veterinary 
~,.,31 medical services are provided by a licensed 
'· 32 veterinarian or holder of a temporary permit. 

33 3. A person required to be certified under this 
34 section must apply for certification with the board 
35 according to procedures required by the board. A 
36 certification shall be renewed periodically as 
37 required by the bqard, but not less than once every 
38 three years. 
39 4. A person required to be certified under this 
40 section shall comply with standards of conduct 
41 established by the board for the operation of a 
42 clinic, as provided in this chapter and rules adopted 
43 by the board. A certificate issued under this section 
44 is not a license or a temporaryipermit. 
45 5. The board shall do all of the following: 
46 a. Issue, renew, or deny the issuance or rene1val 
47 of a clinic operator's certificate accordi~g to 
48 procedures established by the board. 
49 b. Adept, amend~ or ~escind rules nece;5ary to 
50 ~dministsr this 3ec~io~ in accordance with ~hapt2~ 
S-5807 -:-
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~2~~-:2~ ~c b~ c~:~~~:e~ ~s ~ s::~:~ o~e~a~·)::- zh&l: 
c~~;-! ~iw~ th~ ~e~~.:.r2~~~~s o: s~c~~o~ rs;.:,.': 

?~ss 37 ~y 6tz~~i~~ lines S tt~cugi 1: a~~ 
1ns2r=l~S t~~ ~c~lowins: 

:'A ~e:s8~ w~o ?tovides ve·:eri~a~y me(~c~~ sa:vic~s 
~~=~~~i~s ~~ ~~~ho:i~ecl ~~terinary 0~tit~ oc ~ c_:~~~: 
£~~:~ ma~~s2:~1 :scc:~s :e;a~ci:::g ~he c~re p~ovieed tc 
.:;:..:_::~~-s ~s :_::c-~7 .;__:cc. ::y :t.:.::.es ~·i.:.ich ;:;j_~:c.l~. ::-::-: adoi:_)t~G. !;y 
the 11 

.. 

?age ~. iine ~6! b~; strik~ng tha w0rd ''may;; 
a~d ~!lse~~ing t~a following; ''shall:: 

Page -r lins :2, t~; insertin~ afte: the wcr6 
"
1 cii.:ic.:' :he f::.=..~o{.-.1 irt·?: HT~1e r~co:ds s~-:.a:.l be 
~~~~~~in~ci ~a: ac ieas~ Eive years ~rom the dzt~ that 
~he pe~s~~ last ;:ovi~2~ v~ta!i~E~Y medical services~'' 

Ey st:i~ing page 3; li~s 197 th:o~gh page 3~ 
-·--~-- ~ . . 
~l~~ ~~, ana :~se~t1ng the follow:ng: 

:, Se(;. S2ction l59vlS, s~bsect~o~s ~ thro~gh 
-·oc.-~ , c..c-, :::~-~ a'":·"""'·=·-:-=-' :·-.-, 1-Pac.- ~s ··=0~ -JOI·"c: .. .._. .,;.... .._.,_., I -·;,.j .......... ._._""-" ....,....,. .. ~ .;.;. -._.-..J, .,._.w 

--.. -=-. ~!~J·' ~ persor .. who pi•ee-t!iees ~o-cs 2.r:y of tr4e 
~o .. ~owi~~ is a~ilty ~Z a fraudulent practice: 

::1 ?ractices veterinary medicine without a 
'"·:.~·,-.-o·~·· .. ; •.• t·~~.-: -ic~ , ;, ... e"S"' o·,. ~-o:nro--;::;'l'v- ,.-.~·.--:n: '- .:...c-""'v.i..::...~-:1 _....._ ... _i•v-} vc...-. ... .--_. •• ..._. .. ---1-J:" ,._:.../ &:'_ .... .;..,_ ..1..._. ';:;U-' .... '-. 

of-·a-~tJa~d~:Cc-~·!-pzaeti~~. 
{ 2' Op2'{a'tes o. clirtic v;ithou~~~:s.n:c onerato:-' s. 

ce~tifi=at~ as provide6 in section l59.4Be 
"!':' • • ,. ' .,- r. "! • • - .. ., o.. J::.aC:i. o.ct: ~~·-st!efi-t1~~ewl:"t:1Y-;;:..~a-ee::-~e-s·r:-e.:::-~ 

e~1~s-e~~'c1'te protibi ted in this subsec·Cior1 cG:t.s·tit·u.tas a 
6:5ti~ct and separate offens~. 

::::_ ~ o~··sc+" w'-lo S;...e<:;-;:-~-·--ae.:--+e~ r:o.~.:· z. ..... ,. ()~~ t:J.e 
~-:-· .. ~~;~ .. :·;_~·-.: .. ~;c:.;.~ ::~:: l..;~:ive• co~;~;s~·::'i~:·: ?:.· ~2*:-;n: . .: .:~1 
.!~~~·'..:.~:12::~·~/ ~neC.~~~l sE.=v-~: --···---" 
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l necessary prosecution for such violation. 
2 No~withstanding this provision, the board of 
3 veterinary medicine or any citizen of this state may 
4 bring an action to enjoin any person from providing 
5 veterinary medical services, including practicing 
6 veterinary medicine.!. \•:ithout a currently valid 
7 licenseL o~ temporary permit, or clinic operator's 
8 certificate. The action brought to restrain a person 
9 from en~a~~ng-±n-the-p~aet±ee-or providing veterinary 

10 medie±ne-w±thottt-~ssess±~~-a-iiee~3e medical services 
11 as provided in this subsection, shall be brought in 
12 the name of the state of Iowa. If the court finds 
13 that the individual is violating or threatening to 
14 violate this chapter it shall enter an injunction 
15 restrain~ng the individual from such unlawful acts."" 
16 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

By STEWART IVERSON, Jr. 

S-58Q7 FILED APRIL 21, 1998 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 169.3, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. ''Authorized veterinary entity" means 

4 any of the following: 

5 a. A licensed veterinarian. 

6 b. The holder of a valid temporary permit issued by the 

7 board pursuant to section 169.11. 

8 c. A professional corporation incorporated as provided in 

9 section 496C.6 for the purpose of engaging in the practice of 

10 veterinary medicine or a professional limited liability 

11 company organized as provided in section 490A.1505 for the 

12 purpose of engaging in the practice of veterinary medicine. 

13 NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. "Clinic'' means a place where 

14 veterinary medicine is practiced. 

15 Sec. 2. Section 169.3, subsection 12, Code 1997, is 

16 amended to read as follows: 

17 12. "Veterinary assistant" means an assistant employed by 

18 e-~~een~ed-~eterina~~en an authorized veterinary entity as an 

19 animal technician and any other assistant the board designates 

20 by rule. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 169.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, 

22 is amended to read as follows: 

23 A person may shall not practice veterinary medicine in the 

24 state whe-i~-net unless the person is a licensed veterinarian 

25 or the holder of a valid temporary permit i~~tled-by-t~e-beerd 

26 as orovided in section 169.11. This chapter ~qa11 not be 

27 construed to prohibit: 

28 Sec. 4. Section 169.4, subsection 9, Code 1997, is amended 

29 to read as follows: 

30 9. Any veterinary assistant, if the veterinary assistant 

31 is employed by e-~±eensed-veteriner±en-Erem-~erferm~ng an 

32 authorized veterinary entity; performs d~ties other than 

33 diagnosis, prescription, or surgery; ~s under the direct 

34 s~oervision of Stleh a licensed veterinar~an whieh-ess±stent; - -
35 and has been issued a certif~cate by :he board subject to 

-~-
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s.r. H.F. 

1 section 169.20. 

2 Sec. 5. Section 169.4A, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 l69.4A PROVISION OF VETERINARY SERVICES. 

5 A person, including a corporation, limited liability 

6 company, or partnership, established on or after July 1, 1994, 

7 otne~-tnen-e~tne~-a-~~o~essiona~-eo~poration-organized-tlnde~ 

8 ehapter-496E-o~-a-~ete~ina~ian-lieensed-tlnde~-tnis-ehapter but 

9 prior to the effective date of this Act, shall not p~o~ide 

10 ~ete~inary-ffledieal-se~~iees, own a veterinary clinic, or 

ll practice veterinary medicine in this state, except as 

12 otherwise provided in this chapter of the 1997 Iowa Code. 

13 However, this section shall not prohi5it apoly to a person 

14 from-owning who is one of the following: 

15 1. A professional corporation organized under chapter 496C 

16 or a veterinarian licensed under this chaoter who established 

a veterinary clinic prior to the effective date of this Act. 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2. A person who, orior to the effective date of this Act, 

acquired an interest in real property or a buildir.g where a 

clinic is located, if veterinary medical services or a 

practice is conducted by the clinic by a professional 

corporation or a veterinarian licensed under this chapter. 

23 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 169.48 AUTHORIZED PROVIDERS OF 

24 VETERINARY SERVICES. 

25 On and after the effective date of this Act, a person, 

26 other than an authorized veterinary entity, shall not do any 

27 of the following: 

28 1 . Establish, own, purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire 

29 legal or equitable interest in a 1 • • 
c-~n1c. However, this 

30 subsection shall not apply to any of the following: 

31 a. A person owning, purchasing, leasing, or otherwise 

32 acquiring a legal or equitable i~terest in real property or a 

33 building where a clinic ~s located, if the practice of 

a 

34 veterinary medicine is conduc:ed by a licensed veterinar~an or 

35 t~e holder of a temporary permit issued by the board pursuant 

-2-
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1 to section 169.11. 

2 b. An accredited or approved college of veterinary 

3 medicine. 

4 2. Exercise influence or control or attempt to exercise 

5 influence or control over the professional judgment, skill, or 

6 responsibility of a licensed veterinarian or holder of a valid 

7 temporary permit issued by the board pursuant to this chapter. 

8 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 169.4C RECORDS. 

9 A person who practices veterinary medicine shall maintain 

10 records of animals on which the person practiced veterinary 

ll medicine as provided by rules which shall be adopted by the 

12 board. The records shall contain information prescribed by 

13 the board. The records shall at a minimum identify the clinic 

14 where veterinary medicine is being practiced, any individual 

15 who provides care unde: this chapter, and information 

16 regarding the type of care provided. The records may be 

17 main:ained by a clinic on behalf of individuals employed by 

18 the clinic. 

19 Sec. 8. Section 169.5, subsection 9, is amended by adding 

20 the following new paragraph and relettering subsequent 

21 paragraphs: 

22 NEW PARAGRAPH. 

23 of this chapter as 

~. Refer any matter regarding a violation 

provided in section 169.19 to the attorney 

24 general or the county attorney in the county where the 

25 violation occurred for prosecution. 

26 Sec. 9. Section 169.19, subsection l, Code 1997, is 

27 amended to read as follows: 

28 l. a. Any person who practices veterinary medicine 

29 >vithout a currently valid license or temporary permit as 

in this chapter is guilty of a fraudulent practice. 

of such unlawful practice shall constitute a distinct 

32 and separa:e offense. 

30 provided 

31 Each act 

33 b. Any person w~o violates section l69.4A or 169.48 is 

34 cui:cv of a serious misdemeanor. 

Sec. ~0. Section 169.20, ur.numbered paragraph 1, Code 

-3-
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l 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

2 A-~eterina~ian An authorized veterinary entity may employ 

3 certified veterinary assistants for any purpose other than 

4 diagnosis, prescriptionL or surgery. Veterinary assistants 

5 must act under the direct supervision of a licensed 

6 veterinarian. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill amends Code chapter 169 which regulates 

9 veterinary practices. Specifically, the bill prohibits a 

10 person other than an authorized veterinary entity from 

11 establishing, owning, or acquiring a legal or equitable 

12 interest in a veterinary clinic after the effective date of 

13 the bill. Less stringent restrictions in current law would 

14 continue to apply to persons who established clinics as 

15 professional corporations prior to the effective date of the 

16 bill. The bill amends the provision to enhance readability. 

17 The bill provides that an authorized veterinary entity 

18 incl~des a person who currently holds a valid license or 

19 temporary permit under the chapter. An authorized entity also 

20 includes a professional corporation or a professional limited 

21 liability company. The prohibition does not apply to a person 

22 owning or acquiring an interest in real property or a building 

23 where a clinic is located, if the practice of veterinary 

24 medicine is conducted by a licensed veterinarian or temporary 

25 permitholder. It also does not apply to a college of 

26 veterinary medicine. The bill prohibits a person from 

27 exercising influence or control over the professional 

28 j~dgment, skill, or responsibility of a licensed veterinarian. 

29 The bill requires that persons practicing veterinary medicine 

30 maintain records relating to the veterinary practice. The 

31 prohibition agaonst the establishment of clinics does not 

32 apply to persons who established clinics proor to the 

33 e~fective date of the bill. A person who violates the bill's 

34 provisoons is guclty of a serious misdemeano= . 

35 
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