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1 An Act relating to the establishment of a council for voluntary 

2 high standards and assessment development and to the adoption 

3 of voluntary model content standards and assessments by the 

4 state board of education and by schools and school districts, 

5 and providing for related matters. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.f. 2.2.0 H.F. 

FILED FEB 261997 

Section l. Section 256.7, Code 1997, is ame~ded by addi~g 

? ~he following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 21. Receive for revie\·1.~ ii\Odification_. and 

4 adoption, the reports of the council 

5 standards and assessment developmen: s~bmitted ~nder section 

6 2HO.l6A and transmit to area education ager1clcs, school.~, a~d 

7 school dis~ricts the voluntary ~odel co~tefit standa~ds ar1d 

8 i.lSSessments c1dopted by the state board. Th2 state board shall 

S advisa an(i assist area educaticJn agencies i:1 creating methods 

lO fo!'" ~:ss:.sting schools in developing, adc·pting,. and 

11 ir:tpl.eutencing high conte'll standards and assesco1nen~s. as 

.22 defined i.n sec!..ion 280.16. The board sra~l a1.so eval!late and 

13 jdent:ify rlepartmerlt~l personnel a~d resources that 1tay be 

:4 reallocated to ass!st schools and school districts with the 

1'> development and imp~2r.1entation of high content s<:andards a~c 

J6 assessments. In addition, the board shall de~er1nine ttie level 

17 of public derrand on schools and school district personnel for 

18 a shift to a conte~t standard-drive~ curriculum and for 

19 accountability of student achievement. The board shall submit 

20 its findings and reco!fu:lenda::ions relating to voluntary model 

?1 ~ontent standards and assessments and the level of public 

22 demdnd re:ating to a shif~ to a content standacd-driven 

23 curriculum and for acccluntabi:ity of stud2r1t ~chievement to 

24 the chairpersonK and ran~1ng members of the standlng 

25 comrni.ttees on educat ~-on of the senate ar.d the house ot 

76 representat!vPS, and to the chairpecsons and rar.king :nembers 

27 of <che joint app:opr1ations subconuni.ttee on educa:ion by 

28 February 1, 2000. The board shall revise ~he standards and 

29 procedt;ces prescribed in dCCOrdance vlith s·,lbsPcciocJ 3 as 

30 necessdry to acknowledge the volu~tary model conten~ standards 

-;'!. ar!opted pursuan~. to section 280.l6A. 

3L Sec:. 2. Sec:ion 256.9, Code 1997, 1~; <WP::ded iYj acd:nc; the 

33 followi~g ~ew s~bsecticn: 

NEW SU3S:::C':':ON. - . ~9. Grant, :o~ up t::; :~ve yea~s, 

JS exe~ptions fro~ one or ~ore of t~e mi:1imu~ ed~cation s~a~dards 
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l contained in section 256.11 ann rules adopted by the state 

2 board of education to nonpublic schools or publ1c school 

3 districts who have adopted high con:ent standards and whose 

4 assessments deffionstrate to the satisfaction of the director 

5 that the content standards adopted by the noilpublic school or 

6 public school district in accordance with sec:ion 280.16 

7 exceed the minimum education standards contai~ed in section 

8 256.11. To receive an exemption under this subsection, a 

9 nonpublic school or public school districL sha~l file a 

10 request with the department that includes all of the 

ll following: 

12 a. A description of the content standards adopted by the 

13 nonpublic schoo: or publi~ school district and the curriculum 

14 designed to support the content standards and strengthen and 

15 expand student achievement. 

16 b. Identification of the standard or sta~dards for which 

17 the exemption is being sought, including a statement of the 

18 reasons for requesting the exemp~ion frorn the standard or 

19 standards. 

20 c. Identification of a metl;od for periodic demonstration 

21 that student achievernent will not be lessened by the gran:ing 

22 of the exemption. 

23 The director shall develop a procedure for application for 

24 exemption and receipt, review, and evaluation of nonp~blic 

25 school and 

26 limited to 

27 of requests 

28 rev ie•w·, and 

29 one or more 

30 Sec. 3 • 

31 EDUCATION. 

public school districc requests, inciuding but rtot 

development of criteria for the granting or denying 

for exemptions and a time l1ne for the subm1ssinn, 

granting or denying of reques:s for exemption from 

standards. 

NSW SEC?ION. 280.16 S?A~DA~DS AND ASSESSMEN~ Of 

32 The genera: assexbly recognizes :ttis s~a~e's exe1;:pl~ry 

33 educational ach~evene~ts, b~t finds and decld:es ~hat t.~P 

34 state's ed~~cati.o:".a.:. sys:..e~. ~.s Cd£klb.:..e of higl:er :_pve.:.s. -JC 

35 ed~cationa: ac~ie~,e~e~~ and c~a::eng~s tl1e s:a:e's d!~pa:·tr:e~t 
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l u[ education, practitioner preparation programs, schools and 

2 school districts, area ed~cation agencies, teachers, 

J adm~rlistrators, staff, parents, and children to f~rther 

4 improve educational achievemen~ in Iowa by dema:~ding, setting, 
r: -. .. ,.:::: ..,.. ...,_..:-, • ""\ h> > L t d d d • l • • 
'j ciJ·-:'·. , P'"'-·~l.l .. g . J.gn con:....ent s ar: ar s an imp ... e:t;entlr.g 

',ff; 
,_.f?/#;.3t/essmen t s .. 
. '~:-.;.;· 

t;,__~s7 2. Not l.ater :han .;a:1ua~y l, 1999, eac~ 6ccredi:-.ed 

:,,Gi''s r.on)ubl;,c :"ci:ool and e;:;ch school district ,;hc:ll hold ac least 

- 9 one pub1ic hearing to consider th2 ~indinss and 

10 recomme~datlons o~ the voluntary high standards and assess~ent 

1: developmer.t counci 1 and to present a pl;:n :'or and discuss d 

12 shift in school curriculum to a content standards education 

i3 program. The board shall pub!ish notice oE the time and place 

14 of the public hearing not less than ten nor more than twenty 

15 days before the public hearing in a newspape: o~ ger1eral 

16 circulation in the district. Afte~ the public heari~s the 

ll board shall also assess the pub:ic demand for loca: school 

18 accountability in reporting progress toward higher levels of 

19 student achieve~ent and performa~ce to the res~dents of the 

20 district or the famicies of students enrolled in the nonp~blic 

21 school. 

22 3. By July 1, 2000, the authorities in charge of each 

21 accredited nonpublic school and the board of directors of each 

/4 school district shall consider the findings and 

2S recommendations of the voluntary high standards and assessment 

26 deve'-opmer.t council, develop and adopt 'ligh content standards 

27 for the student achievement goals adopted by the school or 

28 school district in accordance with section 280.18. The 

29 authori:ies in charge of each accredited nonpublic school and 

30 the board of directors of each school district shall, by ~uly 

Jl 1, 7001, ar.d each succeeding year, make public a report 

J2 documenting the school or school district's progress relating 

JJ to st1rdent achievement of locally determined content 

J.; sta:1dards. 

35 4. As "sed ir. this chapter and section 256.7, subsec: ion 
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l 21, unless the context otherwise requires, "assessments'' means 

2 methods used to test a studer1t's knowledge or ability in 

3 specific academic areas, and ''content standard'' means the 

4 locally determined minimum level of knowledge and ability each 

S student shall be expected to attain in a specific academic 

6 area by a certain grade level. 

7 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 280.16A VOLUNTARY HIGH STANDARDS 

8 AND ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL ESTABLISHED. 

9 l. A voluntary high standards and assessment development 

10 council is established consisting of nine members, four of 

ll whom shall be appointed by the governor, two of '~hom sha.i l be 

12 appointed by the majority leader of the senate, t o,;o of whom 

13 shall be appointed by the speaker of the house of 

14 representatives, and the director of the department of 

15 education or the director's designee. Appointments shall 

16 comply with sections 69.16 and 69.16A. Vacancies shall be 

17 filled in the same manr1er as the appointment of the original 

18 members. Members shall serve ~~ithout compensation, but shall 

19 receive reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses, 

20 including trave: at the state rate, incurred in the 

21 performance of their duties. Pay~ent shall be made from funds 

22 available pursuant to section 2.12; however, members appointed 

23 by the governor shall be paid from funds appropriated to the 

24 office of the governor. Administrative support and staffing 

25 for the council shall be provided by the department of 

26 education. The director of the department of education or the 

27 director's designee shall convene the initial meeting, at 

28 which the council shall elec~. ~or a one-year term, a 

29 chairperson from among its members. 

30 2. The council shall schedule and cond~c: at least five 

31 pubi~c hear1ngs, each in a different geograph:c ~eg:on of tr.e 

32 state, to hear testi~or1y regarding the expansion of st~dent 

:3:3 act1iever;[e;1t goals and the de·.;e::..oprr.ent o: •.;olu:1tary nodel 

34 content standards a~d assessments. 

JS 3. The council shal: seek speci~ic rec~~nendatio~s 0:1 the 
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expans1or1 of sttrdent achievexcnt goals and the development of 

2 voltttltary mod0l ;tiirliriJUct contenL sta11dards and assess~11er:ts Erom 

1 area educat1on agencies, nonpublic schools ancl school 

4 districts, educators, pare~ts, students, represent2tives from 

5 2ostsecr)ndary institutions, represer1tatives from business and 

6.-.~:T;p.i.oyee organi?.ations, and cc.~Hmunity members representative 

7'of the cultural diversity of the state. 

8 4. ~t1e counc~l shall do all of the followi~g: 

9 a. DPvelop (ecorru:Jendations for the <>xpans.ion of studer.l 

lQ achtevement goa!s adopted in accordance with section 280.18, 

ll which include, bat are not limited to, the following areas: 

12 rP.Cldir.g; ~-Jriting, sp.=-aking, liste~:i~g, ma!::.herr.atics, reasoning, 

13 st••clylng, and :echnn:ogical literacy. 

14 1:. Develop vol1rntary model minimum content standards for 

15 lhe student achievement goals adopted by schools and school 

16 districts utilizing the reports filed with the departrrtent of 

17 education in accordance with section 280.18. 

18 c. Submit a report, by July 1, 1998, containing its 

19 findings and recormnendations to the state board of ed:.Jcation 

20 for revce<;, modi~ication, and adoption of the recomr:~endations 

21 for the expans1on of student achievement goals and the 

22 development of voluntary model content standards based upon 

23 those goals. The state board of educat~on shall adopt 

24 vo1untary modeL content standards by January :, 1999, and 

2S shall publish and distribute the voluntary model cor1tent 

26 standards adopted Eor use by area education agencies, schools, 

27 and school districts. 

2!:l 5. By July 1, 1999, the council shall submit a report 

29 containing its findings and reco~~endations to the state board 

30 of education for rev~ew, modificat~on, and adoption of the 

31 recommendatio~s for the voluntary assessments based upo~ the 

32 ~oluntary model content s:arJdards adop:ed by the state board 

33 of education. The s~ate board s~all adopt vo!u~tary model 

J4 a~.ses•.:.meP.t.~ by ..:ctn.__:a-:y ·~s, 2000, and sta:.:. p::hlish and 

15 d!stribt:te the voluntary model assess:nents adopted for use by 
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1 area education agencies, schools, and school districts. 

2 EXPLANATION 

3 This bill provides that while the general assembly 

4 recognizes Iowa's exemplary educational ac~ievements, it finds 

5 and declares that its educa~ional system is capable of higher 

6 achievement and challenges educational profes~ionals and other 

7 interested persons in the state to further improve educational 

8 achievement in Iowa by demanding, setting, and reaching ~igh, 

9 clear content standards, and implementing assessments. The 

10 bill also establishes a nine-member council for voluntary high 

ll standards and assessment development to develop 

12 recommendations for the expansion of student achie·-·ement 

13 goals, model minimum content standards for those goals, and to 

14 propose assessments. 

15 Four members of the council ~or voluntary high standards 

16 and assessment development shall be appointed by the governor, 

17 four shall be appointed by the leadership of the general 

18 assembly, and the ninth member is the director of the 

19 department of ed11Cation. Administrative support and staffing 

20 for the council shal.l be provided by the department of 

21 education. The council shall schedule and conduct at least 

22 five public hearings in different geographic regions of the 

23 state and shall seek specific recorr~endations on the expansion 

24 of student achievement goals and the development of voluntary 

25 model minimum content standards and assessments from education 

26 professionals, parents, students, comm1anity members, and 

27 representatives from bus:ness and employee organizations. 

28 ~he bill requires the counc:l to submit, by July 1, 1998, a 

29 report contair:i.,-,c; :ts fi,-,dinc;s and recorru11endat:ions to the 

50 state board of education for revie~..:, modifica~ior:, and 

31 adoption of its recom~endations for the expansion o~ st~dent 

32 achievement goals a~d the development of vol~ntary ~ode~ 

JJ content s~andards based 11pon t~ose goals. ~he s:a:e board of 

34 ed~cdtio,-, is d:rec:ed by the biil :o adopt vo!tintary mode~ 

)5 co~tent sta~dards by :an~ary :, 1999, and to pub~:s~ a;.d 
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dis~ribute the model content standards adopteJ for ~se by area 

2 2ducaliotl agencies, schoo:s: arld school dj.stric~s. The beard 

3 is also directed to revise, based upon ics adoption of 

4 voluntary model conte~t standards, the standards and 

~ procedures it prescrlbes for the ~pproval or practitioner 

n preparatiOil programs. 

J Gy July l, 1999, the council is di=ected under the bi:l to 

ii subm1'~ a r<!port containing its Eindings c:nci recom1:.endations to 

9 the state board of education for ceview, modi~ication, and 

lC adoption of its recon~endations for the assessments based upo~ 

l! rhe voluntary model conte:1t standards ddopted by the state 

12 board of education. The state board shall adopt volur1tary 

13 model assessments by January l, 2000, and to publish and 

14 distrib,~te the voluntary model assess;tte~ts adopted for use by 

15 area education agencies, schools, and school districts. 

16 The bill directs the state board of education to determine 

17 the level of public demand on schools a~d school district 

18 personnel to shift to a content standard-driven curriculum and 

19 for accountability of student achieveme~t. and further directs 

20 the board to evaluate and identify departmental personnel a~d 

21 resources that may be relocated to assist schools and school 

22 districts with the adoption of high content standards and 

23 assessments. 

24 The board is also to consult with and assLst area education 

2~ agencies in developing methods for assisting schools in 

26 developirlg, adopting, and implementing high content standards 

27 and assessments. The board is to submiL 1ts findings and 

28 recommendations to the chairpersons and rank1ng members of the 

29 star1ding committees on education of the senate and the house 

30 oE representatives, and to the chairpersons and ranking 

;L ~embers of tr.e joint appropriatior.s subconmittee on education 

32 by February l, 2000. 

33 The bill req~ires each accredited ~onpub:ic schcol and 

14 school district to hold at ~east one public ~ear~ng by Jani:a~y 

15 l, L999, ~.o cons.:.der a shift in school cu~:-lc'Jl~:r. to a co::tent 
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1 standards education program and assess the public's demand for 

2 local school accountability in reporting progress toward 

3 higher levels of studen~ achievement and performance. Each 

4 school and school district is directed to adopt high content 

5 standards for their student achievement goals, adopted in 

6 accordance with section 280.18, by July 1, 2000, and by July 

7 l, 2001, and each succeeding year, make public a report 

8 documenting the school or school district's progress relating 

9 to student achievement of locally determined content 

10 standards. 
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