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1 An Act relating to the election of directors of local school
2 districts, area education agencies, and merged areas, and
3 providing an effective date and transition provisions.
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Section 1. Section 39.24, Code 1997, is amended to read as ‘
follcws:

39.24 SCHOOL OFFICERS.

members of boards of directors of communiiy and independent
schnel districrs, and boards of directors of merged areas
shall be elected at the school election. Their terms of
office shall be three four years, excepl as otherwise provided
by section 260C.1l, 260C.13, or 275.23A.

Sec. 2. Section 260C.11, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
1997, is amended to read as follows:

The governing board of a merged area is a board of
directors composed of one member elected from each director
district in the area by the electors of the respective
district. Members of the board shall be residents of the
district from which eiected. Successors shall be chosen at
the annuat regular school elections for members whose terms
explre. The term of a member of the board of directors is
three four years and commences at the organizatlon meeting. .
Vacancles on the board shall be filled at the next regular
meeting of the board by appointment by the remaining members
of the board. A member so chosen shai:i be a resident of the
district in which the vacancy occurred and shall serve urntil a
member is elected pursuant to section 69.12 to fill the
vacancy for the balance of the unexpired term. A vacancy is
defined in section 277.29. A member shall not serve on the
board of directors who is a member of a board of directors of
a local school district or a memper of an area education
agency board.

Sec. 3. Section 260C.12, unnumbered paragraph 1, Ccde
1997, 1s amended to read as follows:

The board of directors of tnhe merged area shall organize at
the first regular meeting in October-of-each-yeer December
folicwing the reguliar school election. Orgar.zation of the

board shail be effected by the electzion of a president and ‘
)

other officers from the board membership as board members
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deteririne. The board of directors shall appoint a secrezary
and a treasures who shail! each ¢give bond as prescribed in
section 291.2 and who shall each receive the salary determined
hy the board. The secretary and treasurer shall perform
dities under chaprer 291 and additionai duries uvhe poard ot
directors deens necegsary. However. the board may appolnt ore
person Lo serve as the secretary and treasurer. 1f one person
gerves as tne secretary and treasurer, only one oond is
necessary for that person, The [requency of imeelings other
than organizavional meetings shall be as deterwmlned by the
board of <direcrtors but the president or a wajoiity of the
members may call a special meeting at any iflme.

Sec. 4. Ssction 260C.13, siubsection ., Code 1987, 13
amended to read as follows:

1. The board of a merged area may change the number of
directors on the poard and shail make corresponding changes in
the boundaries of director districts. Changes shal! ba
compieted not later than dognre-i-far-tne-requisrc-sencotl
etectiorn-to-be-hetd-the -next-toitiowing Septeriner 1 of tha vear

of the regular school electiion. As soon as possible after

adoprion ¢f tne boundary changes, notice of changes in the
direcior district boundaries shall be suvmitted by the merged
area %o the county commissioner of elections in all counties
included in whole or in part in the merged arca.

Sec. 5. Section 260C.15, subsections 1 and 4, Code 1997,
are amended to read as fecliows:

l. Reguiar ei:ections held annmunaziy by the merged arca for
Lthe election of members of the board of directors as requirved
by section 260C.:., for the renewal of the twenty ané cne-
fourth cents per thousand collars of assessed valuatlon lewy

authorized in section 260C.22, or for any other nmatter
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directors of the merged area, shall be held on the date 2F
schcol electisn as [ixed by section 277.1. The elec-icn

actice shall be made a part of the ioczal schosl election
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notice published as provided in section 49.53 in each local
school district where voting is to occur in the merged area
election and the election shall be conducted by the county
commissioner of elections pursuant to chapters 39 to 53 and
section 277.20.

4, The votes cast in the election shall be canvassed and
abstracts of the votes cast shall be certified as required by
secticn 277.20. In each county whose commissioconer of
elections is responsible under section 47.2 for conducting
elections held for a merged area, the county board of

supervisors shall convene on the taat Monday itn-September

meeting in September

cast and declare the results of the voting. The commissioner
shall at once issue certificates of election to each person
declared elected, and shall certify to the merged area board
in substantially the manner prescribed by section 50.27 the
result of the voting on any public question submitted to the
voters of the merged area. Members elected to the board of
directors of a merged area shall qualify by taking the cath of
office prescribed in section 277.28.

Sec. 6. Section 260C.22, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code
1997, is amended to read as follows:

a. In addition to the tax authorized under section
260C.17, the voters in any a merged area may at the annuat
regular school election vote a tax not exceeding twenty and
one-fourth cents per thousand dollars of assessed value in any
one year for a period rot to exceed ten years for the purchase
of ¢grounds, construction of buildings, payment of debts
contracted for the construction of buildings, purchase of
buildings and equipment for buildings, and the acquisition cof
iibraries, for the purpose of paying costs of utilities, and
tor the purpose of maintaining, remodeling, improving, or
expanding tre community college of the merged area. If the

tax levy i3 approved under this section, the costs of
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utilities shall be paid from the proceeds ¢f the levy. The
tax shall be collected by the county treasurers and remitted
t> the tregasurer of the merged area as provided in saction
331.552, subsection 29. The proceeds c¢f the tax shall be
deposited in a separate and distinct fund to be known as the
voted tax fund, to be paid out upon warrants drawn by the
president and secretary of the board of directors of the
merged area district for the payment of costs incurred in
providing the school facilities for which the tax was voted.

Sec. 7. Section 273.8, subsections 1, 5, and 6, Code 1997,
are amended to read ag follows:

1. BOARD OF DIRECTORS. The board of directors of an area
education agency shall consist of not less than five nor more
than nine members, each a resident of and elected iIn the
manner provided in this section from a director district that
is approximately equal in population to the other director
districts 1n the area educaticn agency. Each director shall
serve a three-year four-year term which commences at the
organizatlion meeting.

S. CHANGE IN DIRECTQORS. The becard of an area education
agency may change the number of directors con the board and
shall make corresponding changes in the boundar.es of director
districts. Changes shall be completed not later than duty
Septenber 1 of a [iscal year for the director district
conventions to be held the following September Novenmber.

6. BOUNDARY LINE CHANGES. To the extent possible the
board shall provide that changes 1n tnhe boundary lines of
director districts of area educat:ion agencies shall not
iengthnen or dininish the term of office of a director of an
area educa-lcn agency 2oard. Initiail terms ol ofIice shall be
set by the board so that as neariy as possible the terms of
sne-thivd one-half of the nembers expire annuazty blennially.

Sec. 8. Secticn 273.3, subsection Z, uniumbered paragranh

Coce 1997, 135 amended o read as £o1.0ws:

()
-

The cGirector &istrict conventions shall be called and toe
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locations of the conventions shall be determined by the area
education agency administrator. Annuatiy Biennially the
director district conventions shall be held within two weeks
following the regular school election. Notice of the time,
date and place of a director district convention shall be
published by the area education agerncy administrator at least
forty-five days prior to the day of the district conventiors
in at least one newspaper of general circulaticn in the
director district. The cost of publication shall be paid by
the area education agency.

Sec. 9. Section 273.8, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraph
1, Code 19397, is amended to read as follows:

The board of directors of each area aducation agency shall
meet and organize at the first regular meeting in Setober-of

each-year December following the reqular schocl election at a

suitable place designated by the president. Directors whose
terms commence at the organization meeting shall qualify by
taking the oath of office required by section 277.28 at or
before the organization meeting.

Sec. 10. Section 274.7, Code 1997, is amended to read as
follows:

274.7 DIRECTORS.

The affairs of each school corporation shall be conducted
by a board of directors, the members of which in all community
or independent school districts shall be chosen for a term of
three four years.

Sec. 1l. Section 275.12, subsection 2, paragraphs b
through e, Code 1997, are amended to read as fcllows:

b. Division of the entire school district into designated
geographical single director or multi-director subdistricts orn
the basis of population for each director, to be krnown as
director districts, each of which direetor-dtstriers shall be
represented on the school board by one or more directors who
shall pe residents of the director district but whe shal. be

elected by the vote of the electors of thne entire school

-5
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district. The boundaries of the director districts and the
area and population 1ncluded within each district shall be
such as justice, equity, and the interests of the people may
require. Changes in the boundaries of director districts
shalli not be made during a periocd commencing sixty days priot
to the date of the arnuat regular school election. insefar As
far as may-be practicable, the boundaries of the districts
shall follow established political or natural geographical
divisions.

c. Election of not more than one-half of the total number
of school directors at large from the entire district and the
remaining directors from and as residents of designated
single~member or multi-member director districts into which
the entire school district shall be divided on the basis of
population for each director. In such case, all directors
shall be elected by the electors of the entire school
district. Changes in the boundaries of director districts
shall not be made during a period commencing sixty days prior
te the date of the annuat regular school election.

d. Division of the entire school district into designated
geographical single director or multi-director subdistricts on
the basis of population for each director, to be known as
director districts, each of which direetor-diatriets shall be
represented on the school board by one or more directors who
shall be residents of the director district and who shall be
elected by the voters of the director district. Place of
voting in the director districts shall be designated by the
commissioner of elections. <Changes in the boundaries of
director districts shall not be made during a period
commencing sixty days prior to the date of the amnnwat regular
schog! election.

e. In districts having seven dlrec:iors, e.ection of three
direc=ors at large by the electors of the entire district, ene
20 twe at each anazat reguiar school election, and

33
election of the remalining directcrs as residents of and by the

_6_
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electors of individual geographic subdistricts established on
the basis of population and identified as director distric:ts,

no more than two at a regular school election. Boundaries of

the subdistricts shall follow precinct boundaries, tnsofar as
far as practicable, and shall not be changed less than sixty
days prior to the annuat regular school election.

Sec. 12. Section 275.25, subsection 3, Code 1997, is
amended to read as follows:

3. The directors who are elected and gualify to serve
shall serve until their successors are elected ané gualify.
At the special election, the three newly elected drrecter
directors receiving the most votes shall be elected to serve

until the-directorts-successor-gquaiifies their successors

qualify after the feuweth third regular school election date
occurring after the effective date of the recrganization; and
the two newly elected directors receiving the next largest
number of votes shall be elected to serve until the directors'
successors qualify after the thiré second regular school
election date occurring after the effective date of the
reorganizations-and-the-twvo-newiy-etected-directoars-recerving
tme-next-largest-number-of-voekes-snati-be-eitected-to-3erve
untti-the-directorsi-aunceessera-qgquatify-afrer-cthe-second
reguiar-schoot-etectton-date-oceurring-after-the-effectrve
date-of-the-reorgantzatton. However, in districts that
include all or a part of a city of fifteen thousand or more
population and in districts in which the proposition to
establish a new corporation provides for the eiection of seven
directors, the three-newly-etected-directora-receiving-the
most-votes-shatl-be-etected-to-serve-untit-che-directorst
successors-quatréy-afrer-the-fonrth-requitar-achoct-etectron
date-eccurrrng-afrer-the-effeceive-date-of-che-resrganieation

vimelines spec:fied in this subsection for tne terms of office

appiy to the four newly elected directors receivirg the most

votes and then to the three newiy elected directors receiving

the next larges: aumber of votes.
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Sec. 13. Section 275.36, Code 1997, is amended to read as
follows:

275.36 SUBMISSION OF CHANGE TO ELECTORS.

If a petition for a change in the number of directors or in
the method of election of school directors, describing the
boundaries of the proposed director districts, if any, signed
by eligible electors of the school district equal in number to
at least thirty percent of those who voted in the last
previous anrmat reqular schooi election in the school
district, but not less than one hundred persons, and
accompanied by affidavit as required by section 275.13 be is
filed with the school board of a school district, not earlier
than six months and not later fhan sixty-seven days before a
regular or special school election, the school board shall
submit sweh the proposition to the voters at the election. If
a proposition for a change in the rnumber of directors or in
the method of election of school directors submitted to the
voters under this section is rejected, it shall not be
resubmitted to the voters of the district in substantially the
same form within the next three years; 1f it is approvec, ne
other preposal may shall be submitted to the voters of the
district under this section within the next six years.

Sec. 14. Section 275.37, Code 19%7, 1is amended to read as
follows:

275.37 INCREASE IN NUMBER OF DIRECTORS.

At the next succeeding annuat reqular school election in a
district where the number of directors has been ircreased fronm
five to seven, and directors are elected at large, there shall
be elected a director to succeed each incumbent director whose
term i1s expiring in that year, and two additiona. directors.
Upen organizing as reguired by section 279.1, cither cne or

3 the newly elected direchor directors who received tre
votes in the election shall he assigned a term 2f
r-ane-year-or TWC years rf as necessary in créer the

pPOSsibl re-enied one-nglf of rhe members of

_8_
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board shall be elected each-year bieanialiy.

Sec., 15. Section 275.38, Code 1997, is amended to read as
follows:

275.38 IMPLEMENTING CHANGED METHOD OF ELECTION,.

If change in the method of election of school directors is
approved at a regular or special school election, the
directors who were serving unexplred terms or were elected
concurrently with approval of the change of method shall serve
out the terms for which they were eiected. If the plan

adopted 1s that described in section 275.12, subsection 2,

paragraph "b," "c¢," "d," or "e," the board shall at the
earliest practicable time designate the districts from which
residents are to be elected as school directors at each of the
next three two succeeding annmat regular school elections,
arrarnging so far as possible for elections of directors as
residents of the respective districrs to coincide with the
expiration of terms of incumbent members residing in those
districts. If an increase in the size of the board from five
te seven members is approved concurrently with the change in
method of election of directors, the board shail make the
necessary adjustment in the manner prescribed 1n section
275.37, as well as providing for implementation of the
districting plan under this section.

Sec. 16. Section 275.41, subsection 3, Code 1997, is
amended to read as follows:

3. Prior to the effective date of the reorganization, the
initial board shall approve a plan that commences at the
second first reguliar school election held after the effective
date of the merger and is completed at the feureh third
regular schocl election held after the effective date cof the
merger, to replace the initial board with the reguiar board.
It the petition specifies a number of directors op the regular
board to pe different from the number of directors on the
initial bcard, the plan sna.l provide that the number
speciiled in the petition for the regular board is in place by

-9~
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the time the reqular board is formed. The plan shall provide
that as nearly as possible ere-thzrd oOne-half of the members
of the board shall be elected each-year biennially, and if a
special election was held to eiect a member to create an odd
number of members on the board, the term of that member shall
end at the organizational meeting following the feurth third
regular school election held after the effective date.

Sec. 17. Section 277.1, Code 1997, is amended to read as
3 follows:
10 277.1 REGULAR ELECTION.
11 The regular election shall be held annuaity bilennially on

Q@ -~ N b W R

12 the seeond first Tuesday after the first Monday in September

13 November of each odd-numbered year in each school district for

14 the election of officers of the district and merged area and
15 for the purpose of submitting to the voters any matter
16 authorized by law.
“ 17 Sec. 18. Section 277.2, Code 1937, is amended to read as
ﬁ‘ 18 follows:
19 277.2 SPECIAL ELECTION.
20 The pboard of directors in a school corporation may call a
21 special electionrn at which the voters shall have the powers
22 exercised at the regular election with reference to the sale
23 of school property and the appiication to be made of the

24 proceeds, the authorization to change the method of election

25 of school directors to any methed authorized by section

26 275.12, the authorization of seven members on the board of
27 directors, the authorization to estabilsh or change the
28 bcundaries of director districts, and the authorization of a
29 voter-approved physical plant and equipment levy or
30 indebtedness, as providecd by law.
3% Sec. 19. Section 277.20, unnumbered paragraph i, Code
32 1997, i1s amended o read as follows:
33 On the nex: Friday Monday afiter the reguiar school
,. 24 election, the county poarc of supervisors shall canvass the

3% returns made o the ccounty commissicner <f electlions from the

..10._
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several precinct polling places and the absentee ballot
counting board, ascertain the result of the voting with regard
to every matter voted upon and cause a record to be made
thereof as required by section 50.24. Special elections held
in school districts shall be canvassed at the time and in the
manner required by that section. The board shall declare the
results of the votirg for members of boards of directors of
school corperations noninated pursuant to section 277.4, ard
the comnissioner shall at once issue a certificate of election
to each person decliared elected. The board shall also declare
the results of the voting on any public question submitted toc
the voters of a single school district, and the commissiorner
shall certify the result as required by section 50.27.

sec. 20. Section 277.23, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code
1997, is amended to read as follows:

A change from five to seven directors shall be effected in
a district at the first regular electlon after quthorization
by the voters or when a district becomes wholly or 1in part

within a city of fifteen thousand population or more in the

following manner: If the term terms of esne-director two
directors of the five-member board expires expire at the tine

of sard the reqguiar election, three four directors shall be

elected to serve until]l the third second foliowing regular

election thereafter; 1f the terms of ewe three directors
expire at the time of satd the regular election, three
dirvectors shall be elected to serve until the ¢hird second

reqular electlion thereafter and ene-direeter two directors

shall be elected %o serve a-term-the-exprration-of-whieh

correrdea-with-the-exptratron-of-the-term-of-the-directes

~

Sec. 21. Section 277.25, Code 1997, is amended to read as
foilows:

277.25 DIRECTORS IN NEW DISTRICTS.

AL the E£irst electicn in rnewly organized districts the

directors sha.ll be elected as follows:

<
ry

-1~
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1. In districts having three directors, ere-dtreeter two
directors shall be elected for one-year;-one-for two years,
and one for three four years.

2. In districts having five directors, twe three shall be
elected for one-yeary;-two-for two years, and ene two for three

3. In districts having seven directors, two four shall be
elected for ene-year;-twvo-for two years, and three for three
four years.

Sec. 22. TRANSITION PROVISIONS. 1In order to accomplish
the transition from election of directors of community and
1ndependent school districts, merged areas, and area education
agencies, annually for terms of three years each to the
election of such directors bienniaily for terms of four years
each, the following adjustments in terms and times of election
shall be made, notwithstanding other provisions of law:

1., 7%he term of office for each director of a community or
independent school district, merged area, and area education
agency board whose term expires in the year 1997 or 1998 shall
explre at noon on January 2, 1998, and successors to these
positions shall be elected at the regular election in 1997, or
in the case of the area education agency, at the director
district convention in 1997.

2. In community, independent, and consolidated school
districts, merged areas, and area education agenciles having
five-member boards of directors, the persons elected as
directors 1n 1996 who recei:ved the greatest and the nex:
greatest number of vctes in that electlion shall serve terms of
three years each, and the other persons so elected shall serve
terms of one year each.

3. In community, indepencent, and consolidated schoo:
districts, merged areas, and area education agencies having
seven-member boards of directors, the persons elected as
directers In 1996 whe received the greatest, the nex:

greatesc, anad the third greatest number of wotes shall serve

-12-
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terms of three years each, and the other persons so elected .
shall serve terms of one year each.

4. In merged areas and area education agencies having more
than seven memobers, the persons elected as cirectors in 1996
who received the greatest, the next greatest, the third
greatest, and the fourth greatest number of votes shall serve
terms of three years each, arnd the other persons so elected
shall serve terms of one year each.

Sec. 23. EFFECTIVE DATFE. This Act takes effect on July 1,
1997, for purposes of holding the regular school election in
November 1997.

EXPLANATION

The bill provides for the consolidation of election of the
directors of local school districts, area education agencies,
and merged areas on the municipal general election day in
November in odd-numbered years. 1In order to accomplish these
purposes, the bill changes the terms of these directors fromnm
three to four years and provides for a transition period. The .
bi1ll takes effect on July 1, 1997.
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