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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to the theft of video rental property and making 

2 penalties applicable. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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3 re::tut::es: 

Spc. 2 . 7lCC.2 ViDEO RE~'rA~ ?RO?E~TY THEFT. 

~] A persc~~ commits theft ur video re11tal prcper~y if sucn 

:.4 person knowingly Cioes any o~ \::1e follow:ng: 

. / l . • ')~tnins the t2~porar~, use ,)[ video re~tal proper~y witt: 

!G :he int~!lt ~o dPpr~ve the 0w~c: of the ~1se and posse~sion of 

i'/ the vid20 ret!lal pr09erty without the consPnt of t~e ow~er. 

20 ~he aqc••ec" . :me wi~h Uw 1ncent to depcive the cwr.e:- oc the 

21 use and po::;sess~on of t~e property wit~cut-. ~he conse~:t. o£ the 

22 O'-'tner. 

Sec. • -' . 7: t,C. 3 AGGR.EGAT2 VP..LUE. ;'JF.W SECTlQJ'.;. 

24 ·rt1e dggrcqate va1·.ae o~ the property involv~d st1all ~e the 

25 origina- re~ai~. va:~e of tt1e property. 

26 7l4C.4 V:DEO RENTAL PRO?ERTY THEFT 

28 Video renta: prope~ty theft shal: be punishable 2s theft as 

29 prov' ded ~n spc~. c ;n 7:4.2 based on ::~e aggregate •;a~t.:e of the 

30 proper::y involved. 
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32 

Sec. S. 7:!.4C.S EVIDENCE OF :l~T2NT:::c~. 

l. ~he fact that a p~rso~ obtains possession of rer1~ed 

33 viden pro9er·:y oy ~ea~s of decep:icJn, incl~dinq o~~ r1ot 
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l obtained with intent to knowingly deprive the owner of the use 

2 and possession of the video rental property. 

3 2. The fact that a person, having lawfully obtained 

4 possession of video rental property, fails to return or make 

5 arrangements acceptable to the owner to return the video 

6 rental property to the owner, within forty-eight hours after 

7 receipt of written notice and demand from the owner is 

8 evidence of an intent to knowingly deprive the owner of the 

9 use and possession of the video rental property. 

10 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 714C.6 AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE. 

ll It shall be an affirmative 

12 section 714C.2, subsection 2, 

defense to a prosecution under 

if the defendant in possession 
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of video rental property returns the property to the owner 

within forty-eight hours of arrest, together with any standard 

overdue charges for the period that the owner was unlawfully 

deprived of possession, but not to exceed one hundred twenty 

days, and the value of the damage to the property, if any. 

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 714C.7 CHAPTER NOT EXCLUSIVE. 

19 

20 

21 

This chapter does not preclude the applicability of any 

other provision of the law of this state which is not 

inconsistent with this chapter and which applies or may apply 

22 to an act or transaction in violation of this chapter. 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 This bill provides for the crime of theft of video rental 

25 property. The bill defines video rental property and defines 

26 theft of video rental property as either obtaining the video 

27 rental property with the intent to deprive the owner of the 

28 video rental property or failing to return the video rental 

29 property with the intent to deprive the owner of the video 

30 rental property. 

31 The bill provides that the value of the video rental 

32 property taken is the retail value of the video rental 

33 property. 

34 The bill prov1des :ha: first degree theft of video rental 

35 property sha~l be pun:shable as theft as provided :n section 
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S.F. _l]_p. H. F. 

l 714.2, based upon the aggregate valtae of t~e property. 

2 The bill further provides that certain facts establish an 

1 lntent to knowingly deprive an owner of video rental property 

4 and also provides an affirmative defense to theft of video 

5 rental property pursuant to section 714C.2, subsection 2, if 

6 the person returns the video rental property, along with 

7 ce:lain additional charges if applicable, within 48 hours 

8 after the person is arrested. 

9 New section 7i4C.7 provides that the new chapter does not 

10 preclude the applicability of any other provision of law for 

ll an act otherwise covered by new chapter 714C. 
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