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A BILL FOR 

l An Act authorizing cities to assess and collect fees for 

2 connection to a sewer or water utility. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F.4~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 384.38, Code 1993, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A city may establish, by ordinance 

4 after notice and a public hearing consiste~t with the 

5 requirements of section 384.50, one or more districts and 

6 schedules of fees for the connection oE property to the city 

7 sewer or water utility. Each person whose property w1ll be 

8 served by connecting to the city sewer or water utility shall 

9 pay a connection fee to the city. The crdina~ce shall be 

~G c:~rtitied ~y the city and recorded in the office of t~e county 

~~ {ecorder of tl1e county in w~ich a district is :ocated~ ~he 

:7 c~clnnection fees are due and payable whe~ a uti:ity con~ec:ic~ 

.L.~ appl.i.cd~io~ ~~ f: led wi.t.h ~he city. ~,; cor.nect:_or. Eee sf:al.l 

.~ ~(>t ~~ceed the equ~tdble part c[ the total origina! ccst to 

:s d;s~£·ict~ less ~::y part of the cost which has been pre~iou~ly 

:7 Jssess~d or paid to th2 city 1;nder this di.visia:1 IV. Ali f2es 

J.b collPcted ~~der this s~bsecticJn shall be paid to the c~ty 

lS trt'as~l~er. The moneys collected as fees sha:l only be L.:Sed 

20 foe the pt~rposes of operating the ~tility, a~ to pay debt 

21 service on ob:igations iss~ed to finance i~provenie~ts or 

22 extensions to t~e utility. 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 This bill authorizes a city, by ordinance after notice and 

25 a public hearing, to estabi:sh one or more specia: assess~e~t 

26 districts within the city and adopt schedules of fees to cover 

27 the cost of connecting a city sewer or water ~tiltty to 

28 properttes served by t~e utility. The connec:ion fees shall 

29 not exceed an equitable part of the total original cost to the 

30 city of extending the u~i:ity to the properties to be se~ved 

31 in the district, less any part of the cost paid :o :he c:ty by 

32 a preceding special assessme~t. The fees collected shall ne 

33 used only to pay the cost of opecat:ng the util:ty or to pay 

34 debt service. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 384.38, Code 1993, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 
3 . NEW SUBSECTION. 3. · A city may establish, by ordinance 

4 after notice and a public hearing consistent with the 

5 requirements of section 384.50, one or more districts and 

6 schedules of fees for the connection of property to the city 

7 sewer or water utility. Each person whose property will be 

8 served by connecting to the city sewer or water utility shall 
9 pay a connection fee to the city. The ordinance shall be 

10 certified by the city and recorded in the office of the county 
11 recorder of the county in which a district is located. The 

12 connection fees are due and payable when a utility connection 

13 application is filed with the city. A connection fee shall 

14 not exceed the equitable part of the total original cost to 

15 the city of extending the utility to the properties within the 
16 district, less any part of the cost which has been previously 
17 assessed or paid to the city under this division IV. All fees 
18 collected under this subsection shall be paid to the city 

• 
19 treasurer. The moneys collected as fees shall only be used 

20 for the purposes of operating the utility, or to pay debt 

21 service on obligations issued to finance improvements or 

22 extensions to the utility. 
23 EXPLANATION 

24 This bill authorizes a city, by ordinance after notice and 
25 a public hearing, to establish one or more special assessment 
26 districts within the city and adopt schedules of fees to cover 
27 the cost of connecting a city sewer or water utility to 

28 properties served by the utility. The connection fees shall 

29 not exceed an equitable part of the total·original cost to the 

30 city of extending the utility to the properties to be served 

31 in the district, less any part of the cost paid to the city by 

32 a preceding special assessment. The fees collected shall be 

33 used only to pay the cost of operating the utility or to pay 

34 debt service. 
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