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l An Act relating to the support obligations of the parents of a 

2 mi:1or mother a:1d fa:her of a child ar.d the crea:io~ of a lien 

3 on the real property of the parer.ts, and providir.g a pena:ty. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GS:-;ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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l Section 1. Section 252.5, Code 1993, is a~e~ded to read as 

2 foll01vs: 

J 252.5 REMOTE RELATIVES. 

4 =~ the abse~ce or inability of nearer relatives, :he same 

5 liabllity shall extend to grandparents, ~f-ef-eb~r±ty-w±t~etlt 

6 ~ersone~-~abor as provided under section 252A.3, subsectio~ 

7 10, and :o the gra:-:dchildre:1 who are of ability by personal 

8 labor or otherw:se. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 252A.3, Code S~ppleme:-:t l993, is arr.e:1ded 

10 by adding the following new subsection: 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

NS'ti SUBSF.CT ION. l 0. 

are ~:;ab:e co personally 

m1nors are obligated for 

to section 6008.48. 

Sec. 3. NE~l SECT ION. 

If a child's parents are minors and 

support the chi~d, the parents of the 

the child's s~ppor: and are sub;ect 

6008.43 LISN ESTAB~ISHED --

16 OBLIGATION FOR SUPPORT -- PARENTS OF MINO~ FAT!E~ AND MO':':-!ER 

17 OF A CH:C.D. 

18 ' ... . If paternity of a chi:d is lega:ly estabctshed and the 

19 mother and father of the chi~d are m1nors, the pare:1ts o~ the 

20 mJnor mother and father are liable for the support o: the 

21 child until the :ninur mo~her or father of the child attains 

22 majority, until the :ninor mother or father 15 no lo:1ger 

2J claimed as a dependent on the ~ncome tax forms o~ the parents 

24 of the minor mothec or father as applicable, until the minor 

25 mother or fathe~ is otherw~se personally able to provide 

26 support for the child, or until the obligation of the minor 

27 father ~s discharged purs~ant to section 6003.5. 

28 2. At the time ~hat paternity is legal:y estab~~shed, the 

29 parents of the minor mother and father shall submit to the 

30 court an accounting cf all income and real property ~n which 

31 the pare:1ts of :he minor mother and father have any rights, 

J2 title, or i~:erest includi~g, b~~ not limited to, any eq~ity 

,~ in a ho~e or ot~e~ ~eal proper:y of t~e pare~ts of the xi~cr 

34 moth~r a~c ~at~er. 

35 3. ~he coer: sha!! e~ter an crde~ establ:sh:ng the a~ocnt 
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1 of support for which the paren:s of the minor mother and 

2 father are liable in accordance with section 598.21, 

3 subsection 4, and up to fifty percent of the costs assoclated 

4 with prenatal, delivery, and post-natal medical services of 

5 :he child and the mother. The court shall also enter an order 

6 fo~ the filing of a notice of a lien with the clerk of the 

7 district court 1n the county where the property is located. 

8 The lien attaches at the time the notice of the l:en :s filed 

) and continues unttl discharged as provided in s~bsection 4. A 

:o lien filed for chi:d support under this sec~ion has priority 

ll over a lien filed for any other purpose with the exception of 

12 a home mortgage lien. 

~3 4. At the time the m1nor mother or father of the child 

14 atta1ns majortty, is able to personally provide support for 

15 the child, is no longer claimed as a dependent on the inco~e 

16 tax form of the parents of the m1nor mother or father as 

l1 applicable, or tr.e mtnor father :s discharged from the 

18 ob:iCja:ion for support pursuant to section 6008.5, ~he pa re:1 ts 

19 of the minor mother or father, as applicable, shall file an 

20 a~fidavit with the clerk of the district court in which the 

21 order :or support and notice of lien is filed de~onstrating 

22 the basis for transfer of the obligation of s~pport of the 

23 child to the child's mother or father, as app::cable, or to 

24 another person, as applicable. If the court finds that the 

25 basis for trans:er is adequate:y de~onstrated, the court shacl 

26 enter an order discharging the obligation of suppor: of the 

27 parer.ts of the minor mother or father, as applicab:e and 

28 transferr~ng the obligation for support and any accrued or 

29 accruing support to the mother or father of the chtld or :o 

30 another person, as applicable. 

31 5. If the parents of the minor mo~her or father 

32 demonstrate fir.ancia: inabi:ity to pay any costs associated 

33 wt:h :ne estab:ishment of paternity cr wi:h ~i:ing fees under 

34 ~~is sect~on, nctw~thsta~di~g a~y ot~e: provi5io~ to the 

35 contrary, :~e cos~s shall be paid by the departme~t of ~~ma~ 
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~ services in accorda~ce with a sliding :ee schedule established 

2 by the department. 

3 6. The amount of the obligation for support of the pare:-.ts 

court upon 

5 petition of the parents. The court may modify the amount of 

4 of a minor mother or father may be modified by the 

6 the obligation Eor support based upon consideration of the 

7 pace~ts' ability to pay the support and shall make reaso~able 

8 allowa~ces for the protection of property, inc~uding 

9 investments, on which the parents' personal current and future 

lO support is based. 

,; 7. A parent of a ~inor mother or father who ~nowingly and 

12 irlte~tional1y submits info:mation to the court which 

lJ misreprese~ts the financial stand:ng of the pare~~s is guilty 

14 of a simple misdemeanor. 

8. If the parents of the m1nor mother or father fail to 

16 provide support to the child under this section, the support 

17 obligations of the parents shall be referred to the ch~ld 

18 support recovery unit and all proceedings used by the u~it in 

of sc1pport shal:. be applicable. 19 collection 

20 9. For the purposes of this section, ''minor'' rteans mino: 

21 as defined in section 599.:. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 This bill provides :or the establishme~t of a lie~ against 

24 all real property of the parents of a minor mother and father 

25 of a child for payment of support of the child a~d for payment 

26 of costs assoc1ated with the birth of the child. The bill 

27 provides for the establishment of the support obligation 

28 against the parer.ts of the minor mother and father, :or 

29 establishment of the l:en, ar.d Eor discha:ging or transferring 

30 of the obligat~on of supper: under specif~c circumstances, a~d 

3~ provides a cri~~nal pe~alty and alterr.atives Eo~ collection of 

32 suppor:. 
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