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Appcoved 

A BILL FOR 

FILED MAR 3 1994 

SENATE FI"E ::lib51 
BY COMMITTEE ON TRANSl?OR":'AJ:'ION 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2112) 

Passed House, Date ------

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An Act relating to rai1,oad crossing safety. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GE~ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLS3 373lSV 75 



S.F. ~-- H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 307.26, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 

2 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

3 b. The establishment of standards for the use and 

4 installation of warni~g devices and signs for pa~e±~~!a~ly 

5 na~ardo~~ crossings e~-fo~-eia~ses-of-eros~ing~ on public 

6 highways,-wh±eh-~tanda~d~-are-de~±gned-to-redtlee-±njtlr±e~; 

7 fatat±t±e~-and-p~eperty-daffiege. Such standards sta:l regulate 

8 the use oE warning devices and signs which shall be in 

9 addition instalced pursuant to the (equirements of seet±on 

10 3~1'6~:2 chapter U2Q· f!!lpi:emeni:et±on-of-~tleh-~tar~derds-~haH 

ll be-the-respeneibtrtty-of-the-ge~ernffler~e-ageney-er-department 

12 er-po±>tieai-e~bdi~±~ton-ha~±ng-jtlr±sd±eeion-a~d-eenerei-of 

13 the-highway-end-etleh-±!!lpi:e!!le~tat±en-eha!l-be-dee!!led-adeqae~e 

14 for-the-p~rpoee~-ef-railroad-g~ade-erees±ng-p~oteet±en The 

l') deoartment 

16 guidelin~s 

17 devices. 
- ---

18 installed _c:_:_=.=:___ 

shaL acloot rules providing__fo~ reasona~l.!': 

concerning ::he ins~allation of crossi:_''S_ __ ":'CI~ning 

f __ rossing warnina sior.s, devices! _ _?r .:.f:l:E.£2_ve~:1:.s 

o: maintained DU(S~ant to rules adoo:ed bv :he 

19 deoartment under this section shall be dee~ed adecuate and 
~-- -- -·---'--'- -'--"-~---'--=- -''-"-'-.:..::....:"-----''--"-' 

20 ~r~riat~ __ warning _f_or the cr<;>ssing. The depactment, or the 

21 political subdivision having jurisdiction, may direct the 

22 installation of teffipora(y protection while awatting 

23 installation of pecmane:Jt protection. A railroad crossing 

24 shall not be found to be particula(ly hazardous for any 

2S purpose unless the department has de:ermined it to be 

26 particularly hazardous. 

27 EXPLANA::':ON 

28 This bill provides that the administrator for rail and 

29 water in the state de?artment of transportation sha:l 

30 establish standards Eo( ~he depa~tment concernir.g the use and 

31 installation of railcoad C(ossing warning devices. 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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HOOSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 9, 1994 

SENATE FILE 2259 
FISCAL NOTE 

Page 54 

A L.:oc;;~ ~cte for Senale File 2259 LS hereby Sl;bmitted j..lUrs•~artt to Joint RuLe 
l7. D.1t~1 used in de·.;eLopinr, this fi:;cal note i.s 2:_vailable f!'""om the Legisiati·.;e 
Fi:>t:al Bl~rcall tv membe~:; c~ the Leg:.•;LaLL.:!"e u.;)Qn reques:. 

Senate Fiic 2259 provide~ that the Director of the Rail and Water Division of 
Ilepflrtment of Transrnrtat10n (DOT) estabLish ~;tar.dA.rds for :.:he DOT conc:crni!"lg 
t.l"-Y us~ and i..n:>L~LL<1tion ()t ra~tn)ad crossing '.o~arn~n~ dc,·:ces. 

Fiscal F.ffect 

The fisc.1l effect ot Senate File 2259 cannot be determined due to 1nsL.:fficient 
intormation. This bill shifts the liability for ra1lroad crossing safeLy frtJm 
the r;:~.ilro.1d companieS to the DOT which could he pntenti.1lly co~ti.y t.o lhc 
State. 

The DOT indicated th1s legislation will require a sig~ificant increase in staff 
Lo update and maintain ~n inventory of specifications on all rail_ruad crossings 
tn the State. 

Source: Department of Transportation (LSB 373lsv, DLR) 

MARCH 8, 1994 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 



.ss ~- :2. Ill-
• 

d),. e-1 e. ..,_,. ..... 

<!~~~o cl\ 
-~<'~ '(" s -1-e-

~//I 0 L 4 ,0..,. ~ .:X• lt'tA, 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Passed Senate, Date 
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Approved 
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An Act relating to railroad crossing safety. 

BE :T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 3731SC 75 

ec/cf/24 



S.F. H.F. 

l Section 1. Section 307.26, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 

2 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

3 b. The establishment of standards for ~t~h~e~u~s~e~a~n=d 

4 installation of warning devices and signs for pa~tie~~a~~y 

5 haza~ee~~ crossings o~-fe~-e~a~~e~-e£-ere~~ing~ on public 

6 highways,-whieh-~tanea~e~-a~e-ee~ignee-te-~ee~ee-±n;~~ie~, 

7 fatalitie~-ane-p~epe~ty-eamage. Such standards shall regulate 

8 the use of warning devices and signs which shall be in 

9 aeeitien installed pursuant to the requirements of ~eetien 

10 3i167% chapter 327G. imp~ementatien-o£-~~eh-~tanea~e~-~haii 

11 ~e-the-~e~pen~i~i~ity-e£-the-gevernment-ageney-er-eepartment 

12 o~-poi±tiea~-~~~e±v±~±on-hav±ng-;~~±~eietien-ane-eont~ol-o£ 

13 the-highway-ane-~~eh-implementation-~ha~~-~e-eeemee-aee~~ate 

14 fe~-the-p~rpe~e~-ef-railreae-graee-ere~~±ng-p~eteetien The 

15 depa~tment shall adopt rules providing for reasonable 

16 guidelines concerning the installation of crossing warning 

17 devices. Crossing warnings signs, devices, or improvements 

18 installed or maintained pursuant to rules adopted by the 

19 department under this section shall be deemed adequate and 

20 appropriate warning for the crossing. The department,-er-the 

21 politieai-~obd±v±~±on-hav±ng-;~~±~eietien, may direct the 

22 installation of temporary protection while awaiting 

23 installation of permanent protection. A railroad crossing 

24 shall not be found to be particularly hazardous for any 

25 purpose unless the department has determined it to be 

26 particularly hazardous. 

27 Sec. 2. Section 327G.15, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

28 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

29 Wherever a railway track crosses or shall hereafter cross a 

30 highway, streetL or alley, the ra±~way-eorporation-own±ng-s~eh 

31 t~ae~-ane-the-eepartment,-in-the-ea~e-o£-pr±mary-h±ghway~,-the 

32 boare-o£-~~pe~vi~e~~-ef-the-ee~nty-in-whieh-s~eh-eress±ng-i~ 

33 ~eeated,-in-the-ea~e-o£-~eeoneary-roae~,-or-the-ee~ne±~-o£-the 

34 e±ty,-in-the-ease-of-~treet~-ane-a~~ey~-~eeatee-within-a-e±ty, 

35 may-agree-~pen-the-leeatien 1 -manner,-vaeatien,-phy~±ea~ 
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S.F. H.F. 

~~r~c~~~e,-cha~acteri~tic~-a~d-Mainte~ance-o£-the-cro~~i~g-a~d 

£%a~her-iight~-or-gate-arM-~igna%~-at-the-e~o~~ing-ane 

aiioeation-o£-co~t~-thereo£~--~he-departMent-~ha%%-beeoMe-a 

party-to-the-agreeMent-if-grade-ero~~i~g-~afety-f~nd~-ere-to 

be-~~ed department may, after proper investigation, require 

the installation of adequate and appropriate crossing warning 
devices, such as luminous reflective warning signs, luminous 
flashing signals, or crossing gates illuminated at night, in 
order to promote and safeguard the health and safety of the 
public. The department may determine the number, type, and 

location of such crossing warning devices which shall conform 

as nearly as possible with generally recognized national 

standards. The department may prescribe the division of the 

cost of the installation and subsequent maintenance of such 

crossing warning devices among the railway corporation owning 
the railroad track, the public entity having jurisdiction over 
the road, any federal funds for rail crossing safety, and the 

highway grade crossing safety fund. Up to seventy-five 
percent of the maintenance cost of flasher lights or gate arm 

signals at the crossing and an unlimited portion of the cost 

of installing flasher lights or gate arm signals at the 

crossing may be paid from the grade crossing safety fund. 
Sec. 3. Section 327G.l6, Code 1993, is amended by striking 

the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
327G.l6 DISAGREEMENT APPLICATION -- NOTICE. 
If a person specified in section 327G.l5 disagrees with the 

department's determination concerning the division of the cost 

of installation and subsequent maintenance of a crossing 

warning device, the person may apply in writing to the 
department of inspection and appeals requesting resolution of 

the disagreement. The department of inspections and appeals 

shall set a date for hearing and shall give twenty days' 
written notice of the hearing date to all interested parties. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill provides that the administrator for rail and 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 water in the state department of transportation shall 

2 establish standards for the department concerning the use and 

3 installation of railroad crossing warning devices. The bill 

4 further provides that the department of transportation has the 

5 authority to require installation of railroad crossing warning 

6 devices, to determine the number, type, and location of such 

7 devices, and to prescribe the division of the cost of 

8 installing and maintaining such devices. A party disagreeing 

9 with the division of the cost may appeal to the department of 

10 inspection and appeals to resolve the disagreement. 

11 The bill may impose a state mandate under section 258.3. 
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