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SUBCHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 1, NEW SECTION. 48A.1 STATEMENT OF INTENT.
It is the intent of the general assembly to facilitate the

registration of eligible residents of this state through the
widespread availability of voter registration services. This
chapter and other statutes relating to voter registration are
to be liberally construed toward this end.

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 48A.2 DEFINITIONS,

The definitions established by this section and section
39.3 shall apply wherever the terms so defined appear in this

chapter, unless the context in which any such term 1s used

clearly requires otherwise.

1. "Commissioner of registration” means the county
commissioner of elections as defined in section 47.2.

2. "Homeless person” means a person who lacks a fEixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence and who has a
primary nighttime residence that is one of the following:

a. A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter
designed to provide temporary living accomodations.

b. An institution that provides a temporary residence for
persons intended to be institutionalized.

¢. A public or private place not designed for, or
ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accomodation for human
beings.

3. '"Mentally incompetent person" means a person who has
been legally determined to be severely or profoundly mentaily
retarded, or has been found incompetent in a proceeding held
pursuant to section 229.27.

4. "Voter registration form” means an application to
register to vote which must be completed by any person
registering to vote.

Sec., 3. NEW SECTION. 48A.3 COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION.

The county commissioner of elections is designated the

commissioner of registration for the county, and may appoint
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deputies and assistants, subject to the approval of the county
board of supervisors, necessary to carry out the
commissioner's responsibilities under this chapter and under
rules of the state voter registration commission and the state
registrar of voters.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 48A.4 QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS.

Before undertaking any voter registration duties, each

voter registration officer, deputy, or assistant in whatever
capacity, or clerk in the office of commissioner shall take an
cath in the form prescribed by the state commissioner of
elections,
SUBCHAPTER 11
QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE
Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 48A.5 VOTER QUALIFICATIONS.

1. An eligible elector wishing to vote in elections in

Iowa shall register to vote as required by this chapter.

2. To be qualified to register to vote an eligible elector
shall:

a. Be a citizen of the United States.

b. Be an Iowa resident. A perscon's residence, for voting
purposes only, is the place which the person declares is the
person's home with the intent to remain there permanently or
for a definite, or indefinite or indeterminable length of
time., A person who is homeless or has no established
residence may declare residence in a precinct by describing an
the voter registration form a place to which the person often
returns.

¢. Be at least eighteen years of age. Completed
registration forms shall be accepted from reglstrants who are
at least seventeen and a half years of age, however, the
registration shall not be effective until the registrant
reaches the age of eighteen.

d. Not claim the right to vote in more than one place. A
registrant shall be presumed to revoke any earlier claim of

residence for voter registration purposes.
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3. 1If a person who meets the requirements set forth in
subsection 2 moves to a new residence, elther in Iowa or
outside Jowa, and does not meet the voter requirements at the
person's new residence, the person may vote at the person's
tormer precinct in Iowa until the person meets the voter
requirements of the person's new residence. However, a person
who has moved to a new residence and fails to register to vote
at the person's new residence after becoming eligible to do so
shall not be entitled to vote at the person's former precinct
in Iowa.

4. A citizen of the United States who lives outside of the
United States has the right to register and vote as 1f the
person were a resident of a precinct in Iowa if the citizen
was an eligible elector of Iowa immediately before leaving the
United States. A citizen who was not old enough to register
to vote.before leaving the United States but who met all of
the other requirements for voter registration at that time
also has the right to register and vote as if the person were
a resident of a precinct in Iowa. This right applies even
though while living outside the United States the citizen does
not have a residence or other address in the precinct, and the
citizen has not determined whether to return to Iowa. To
quality to vote in Iowa a United States citizen living outside
the United States shall:

a. Comply with all applicable requirements of sections
53.37 to 53.53 relating to absentee ballots for members of the
armed forces and other citizens living outside the United
States.

b. Not maintain a residence, shall not be registered to
vote, and shall not vote in any other state, territory, or
possession of the United States.

¢. Possess a valid passport or identity card and
registration issued under authority of the United States
secretary of state, or, if the citizen does not possess a

vaiid passport or card of identity cor registration, an
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alternative form of identification consistent with the
provisions of applicable federal and state requirements.

5. If a United States citizen living outside the United
States meets the requirements for voting, except for
residence, has never lived in the United States, and has a
parent who meets the definition of a member of the armed
forces of the United States under section 53.37, the citizen
is eligible to register to vote and vote at the same voting
residence claimed by the citizen's parent.

6. The deadlines for voter registration shall not apply to
a person who has been discharged from military service within
thirty days preceding the date of an election. The person
shall present to the precinct election official a copy of the
person's discharge papers. The person shall complete a voter
registration form and give it to the official before being
permitted to vote,

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 48A.6 DISQUALIFIED ELECTORS.

The following persons are disqualified from registering to

vote and from voting:

1. A person who has been convicted of a felony as defined
in section 701.7, or convicted of an offense classified as a
felony under federal law. If the person's rights are later
restored by the governor, or by the president of the United
States, the person may register to vote.

2. A person who has been legally determined to be mentally
incompetent. Certification by the clerk of the district court
that any such person has been found no longer incompetent by a
court shall qualify such person to again be an elector,
subject to the other provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 48A.7 REGISTRATION IN PERSON,

An eligible elector may register to vote by appearing

personally and completing a voter registration form at the
office of the commissioner in the county in which the person
resides, at a motor vehicle drivers' license station, or at

any voter registration agency. A separate registration form
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shall be signed by each individual registrant.

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 48A.8 REGISTRATION BY MAIL.

An eligible elector may register to vote by completing a
mail registration form. The form may be mailed or delivered

by the registrant or the registrant's designee to the
commissioner in the county where the person resides. A
separate registration form shall be signed by each individual

registrant.
Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 48A.9 VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINES.

1. Reglstration closes at five p.m. eleven days before
each election except primary and general electlons. For
primary and general elections, registration closes at five
p.m. ten days before the election. An eligible elector may
register during the time registration is closed in the
elector's precinct but the registration shall not become
effective until registration opens again in the elector's
precinct.

2. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight a.m,
until at least five p.m. on the day registration closes before
each regularly scheduled election.

3. A registration form submitted by mail shalil be
considered on time if it is postmarked no later than the
fifteenth day before the election, even if it is received by
the commisgioner after the deadline, or if the registration
form is received by the commissicner no later than five p.m.
on the last day to register to vote for an election, even if
it is postmarked after the fifteenth day before the election.

4. Registration forms submitted to voter registration
agencies or to motor vehicle driver's license stations shall
be considered on time if they are received no later than five
p.m. on the day registration closes for that election.
Offices or agencies other than the county commissioner's
office are not required to be open for voter registration
purposes at times other than their usual office hours.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 48A.10 REGISTRATION REQUIRED.




If a registered voter moves to a different county, the
person shall submit a completed voter registration form to the
commissioner in order to be gualified to vote in that county.
An otherwise eligible elector whose right to vote has been
restored pursuant to chapter 914 or who has been found not to
be mentally incompetent may register to vote.

SUBCHAPTER TII
FORMS AND PROCEDURES FCOR VOTER REGISTRATION
Sec, 11. NEW SECTION. 48A.11 VOTER REGISTRATION FORM.
1. Each voter registration form shall provide space for

the registrant to provide the following information:

2. The county where the registrant resides.

b. The registrant's name.

c. The address at which the registrant resides and claims
as the registrant's residence for voting purposes.

d. The registrant's mailing address if it 1s different
from the residence address.

e. Social security number of the registrant (optional to

provide).
f. Date of birth.
g. Sex.

h. Residential telephone number (optional to provide).

1. Political party registration.

j. The name and address appearing on the registrant's
previous voter registraticn.

k. A space for a rural resident to provide township and
gsection number, and such additional information as may be
necessary to describe the location of the rural resident's
home,

1. A space for a registrant who i1s homeless or who has no
established residence to provide such information as may be
necessary to describe a place to which the person often
returns.,

m. A statement that lists each eligibility regquirement,

contains an attestation that the registrant meets all of the
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tequirements, and requires the signature of the registrant
under penalty of perjury.

n. A space for the registrant's signature and the date
signed.

2. The voter registration form shall include, in print
that is identical to the attestation portion of the form, the
following:

a. Each voter eligibility requirement.

b. The penalty provided by law for submission of a false
voter registration form, which shall be the penalty for
perjury as provided by section 902.9, subsection 4.

3. Voter registration forms used by voter registration
agencies under section 48A.19 shall include the following
statements: )

a. If a person declines to register to vote, the fact that
the person has declined to register will remain confidential
and will be used only for voter registration purposes.

b. If a person does register to vote, the office at which
the registrant submits a voter registration form will remain
confidential and will be used only for voter regilstration
purposes. '

4, Voter registration forms may be on paper or electronic
media.

5. All forms for voter registration shall be prescribed by
rule adopted by the state voter registration commission.

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 48A.12 FEDERAL MAIL VOTER
REGISTRATION FORM,

The mail voter registration form prescribed by the federal

election commission shall be accepted for voter registration
in Iowa if all required information is provided, if it is
signed by the registrant, and if the form is timely received.
The state commissioner of elections shall make the federal
mall voter registration forms available for distribution to
governmental and private entities, with particular emphasis on

making them available to crganized voter registration entities
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and programs.
Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 48A.13 ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES ON

VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS.
Electronic signatures shall be accepted. However, before

the use of electronic signatures is accepted on voter
registration forms, the state voter registration commission
shall prescribe by rule the technological reguirements for
guaranteeing the security and integrity of electronic
signatures,

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 48A.14 CHALLENGES OF VOTER
REGISTRATIONS.

1. The registration of a registered voter may be

challenged by another registered voter of the same county
subject to the conditions and limitations of this section. A
challenge shall be a statement in writing to the commissioner
alleging one or more of the following reasons the challenged
registrant's registration should not have been accepted or
should be canceled:

a. The challenged registrant is not a citizen of the
United States.

b. The challenged registrant is less than seventeen and
one-half years of age.

c. The challenged reglstrant is not a resident at the
address wheve the registrant is registered.

d. The challenged registrant has falsified information on
the registrant's registration form.

e. The challenged registrant has been convicted of a

felony, and the registrant's voting rights have not been

restored.
f. The challenged registrant has been adjudged mentally
lncompetent by a court of law and no subsequent proceeding has

reversed that finding.

2. A challenge shall not contain allegations against more
than one registered voter.

3. A challenge shall contain a statement signed by the

-8-
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1 challienger in substantially the following form: "I swear or
2 affirm that information contained on this challenge is true.
3 1 understand that knowingly filing a challenge containing

4 false information is a serious misdemeanor;"

5 4. A challenge may be filed at any time. A challenge

6 filed less than seventy days before a regularly scheduled

7 election shall not be processed until after the pending

8 election unless the challenge is filed within twenty days of

9 the commissioner's receipt of the challenged registrant's

10 registration form or notice of change to an existing

11 registration.

12 5. A challenger may withdraw a challenge at any time

13 before the hearing held pursuant to section 48A.8 by notifying
14 the commissioner in writing of the withdrawal.

15 Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 48A.15 COMMISSIONER'S ACTION UPON
16 RECEIPT OF CHALLENGE OR WITHDRAWAL.

17 1. A challenge is valid if it meets the criteria 1in

18 section 48A.14, subsections 1, 2, and 3.

19 2. Upon receipt of a challenge which is not valid, the

20 commissioner shall notify the challenger of the reason the

21 challenge is not valid, and shall take no further action

22 regarding the challenge.

23 3. Upon receipt of a valid challenge, the commissioner

24 shall, within five working days, notify the challenged

25 registrant and the challenger of the date, time, and place of
26 a hearing on the matter of the challenge, to be held not less
27 than twenty nor more than thirty days from the commissioner's
28 receipt of the challenge. The notice of a hearing shall

29 include a copy of the challenge, and shall advise the

30 challenged registrant that the registrant may personally

31 azppear at the hearing, or may submit to the commissioner

32 before the hearing evidence, documentation, or statements

33 refuting the challenge.

34 4. The notice prescribed by subsection 3 shall be sent by

first class forwardable mail to the challenged registrant at

-g-




l the registrant's most recent mailing address according to the
o 2 registration records.

3 5. If the challenge is withdrawn, the commissioner shall

4 immediately notify the challenged registrant of the

5 withdrawal, and shall cancel the scheduled hearing.

6 6. If the challenged registrant notifies the commissicner

7 that the challenged registrant wishes to appear in person but

8 1s unable to do so on the date scheduled, the commissioner may

9 reschedule the hearing.

10 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 48A.16 HEARING ON CHALLENGE.

1l 1. At the time and place fixed for the hearing, the

12 commissioner shall accept evidence on the challenge from the
13 challenger and the challenged registranrt, or from any person
14 appearing on behalf of either, and review any documents or
15 statements pertaining to the challenge received before the
16 hearing. On the basis of the evidence submitted, the

17 commissioner shall either reject the challenge or cancel the

18 registration of the challenged registrant. Either the

19 challenged registrant or the challenger may appeal the

20 commissioner's decision to the district court in the

21 commissioner's county, and the decision of the court shall be
22 final.

23 2. If a challenged registrant does not personalily appear
24 at the hearing and the challenged registrant's registration is
25 canceled, the commissioner shall immediately notify the

26 challenged registrant of the cancellation by first class

27 forwardable mail sent to the challenged registrant's most

28 recent mailing address according to the registration records.

29 SUBCHAPTER IV

30 PLACES TO REGISTER

31 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 48A.17 REGISTRATION AT

32 COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.

33 A person who meets the qualifications to vote may appear 1in

34 person at the office of the county commissioner of

35 registration and apply to register to vote.
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Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 48A.18 VOTER REGISTRATION AT MOTOR
VEHICLE DRIVERS' LICENSE STATIONS,

1. Each state motor vehicle driver's license application,
including any renewal application or application for a
nonoperator’s identification card, submitted to the driver
services division of the state department of transportation
shall serve as an application for voter registration unless
the applicant declines to register to vote. A completed voter
registration form submitted to the driver services division of
the state department of transportation shall be considered to
update any previous voter registration by the registrant.

2. A change of address form submitted to the driver
services division of the state department of transportation
shall serve as a change of address for voter registration
purposes uhless the registrant states on the form that the
change of address is not for voter registration purposes.

3. Informarion relating to the refusal of an applicant for
a driver's license to apply to register to vote shall not be
used for any purpose other than voter registration,

4. ¥orms and procedures used by the driver services
division for voter registration and a schedule for
transmission of voter registration forms from the division to
the county commissioner of registration shall be prescribed by
the state voter registration commission by rule.

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 48A.19 VOTER REGISTRATION
AGENCIES.

1. The following state agencies are responsible for voter

registration:

a. All state offices that have direct client contact and
provide applications for public assistance, including but not
timited to offices administering the following programs:

{1) Food stamps.

{2) Medical assistance under chapter 249A.

(3) Iowa family investment program.

{4) Special supplemental food program for women, infants,

_11_
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and children.

b. All offices that provide state funded programs
primarily engaged in providing services to persons with
disabilities, including but not limited to all of the
following:

(1) Department for the blind.

(2) Division of vocational rehabilitation services of the
department of education.

(3) Deaf services division of the department of human
rights.

(4) Division of persons with disabilities of the
department of human rights.

(5) Other state-funded offices which shall be identified
by the secretary of state by rule.

An agency designated a voter registration agency under this

paragraph which provides services to persons with disabilities

in their homes shall provide voter registration services at
the clients' homes.

¢. Other federal and state agencies designated to provide
voter registration services include, but are not limited to,
the following:

(1Y United States armed forces recruiting offices.

(2) Other agencies or offices designated voter
registration agencies by the secretary of state by rule.

2. The voter registration agency shall provide voter
registration services with each application for services or
assistance and with each recertification, renewal, or change
of address form completed relating to the agency's services.
The secretary of state shall adopt administrative rules in
cooperation with voter registration agencies to carry out the
requirements of this section.

3. The voter registration agency shall provide a form to
applicants that includes all of the following:

a. The question, "If you are not registered to vote where

you live now, would you like to apply to register to vote here




(AR R L S

o~ o

S.F. fRAI H.P.

today?" .

b. [If the agency provides public assistance, the
statement, “Applying to register or declining to register to
vote will not affect the amount of assistance that you will be
provided by this agency."

c. Boxes for the applicant to check and choices in
substantially the following form:

" . 1 want to register to vote.

__+ I do not want to register to vote."

The following statement shall be printed near the choices
and shall be printed in large, readable type:

"1f you do not check either box, you will be considered to
have decided rot to register to vote at this time."

d. The statement, "If you would like help in filling out
the voter registration form, we will help you. The decision
whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out the

application form in private."
However, 1n those voter registration agencies where .

electronic forms are used, the following statement shall be
used: "Jf you want to fill out the form in private, a
separate paper form for voter registration will be provided."

e. The statement, "If you believe that someone has
interfered with your right to register or to decline to
reglster to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether to
reglster or in applying to register to vote, or your right to
choose your own political party or other political preference,
you may file a complaint with the state voter registration
commission”™. The name, address, and telephone number of the
voter registration commission shall complete the statement.

The voter registration agency may distribute the voter
registration form either on paper or by electronic medium.

4. The voter registration agency shall provide each
applicant who chooses to register to vote the same degree of
assistance in completing the registration form as is provided

by the office for the completion of its own forms unless the
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applicant refuses such assistance.

5. Completed voter registration application forms shall be
transmitted as provided in section 48A.21.

Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 48A.20 PROHIBITED ACTS BY VOTER
REGISTRATION AGENCY EMPLOYEES.

A person who provides voter registration services as

required by this subchapter shall not:

1. Seek to influence an applicant's political preference
or party registration.

2. Display a political preference or party affiliation.

3. Make any statement to an applicant or take any action
which has the purpose or effect of discouraging the applicant
from registering to vote.

4. Make any statement to an applicant or take any action
which has the purpose or effect of leading the applicant to
believe that a decision to register or not to register to vote
has any bearing on the availability of services or benefits.

Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 48A.21 TRANSMISSION OF FORMS FROM
AGENCIES AND DRIVERS' LICENSE STATIONS.

The state registrar of voters shall adopt administrative

rules regulating the transmission of completed voter
registration forms from voter registration agencies and from
drivers' license stations. All completed voter registration
applications in the possession of a voter registration agency
or a drivers' license station at five p.m. on the last work
day of each week shall be transmitted to the location
designated by the state registrar of voters by rule.
Procedures or requirements for more frequent transmissions may
be specified by rule.

Sec. 22, NEW SECTION. 48Aa.22 VOTER REGISTRATION BY
VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS.

The secretary of state shall encourage volunteer

organlizations to undertake voter registration drives by
providing mail registration forms at the cost of production.
Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 48A.23 REGISTRATION AT EDUCATIONAL

_14_
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INSTITUTIONS. .

1. At least twice during each school year, the board of
directors of each school district operating a high schoel and
the authorities in charge of each accredited nonpublic school
shall offer the opportunity to register to vote to each
student who is at least seventeen and one-half years of age.

2. All postsecondary schools, including but not limited
to, colleges, universities, and trade and technical schools
which receive state funding shall offer the opportunity to
register to vote to each student at least once each year.
Students shall be provided with the federal voter registration
form or the Iowa voter registration form, as applicable.

Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 48A.24 VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS IN
INCOME TAX RETURNS AND BOOKLETS.

For odd-numbered tax years, the director of revenue and

finance shall insert securely in each individual 1income tax

P
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return form or instruction boocklet two voter registration
forms, designed according to rules adopted by the state voter .
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registration commission.
SUBCHAPTER V
PROCESSING VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS
Sec. 25, NEW SECTION. 48A.26 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
REGISTRATION FORM,
1. Within seven working days of receipt of a voter

[T S ]
—

)
[

[ TS ]
o

registration form or change of information in a voter

[A ]
hooWn

registration record the commissioner shall send an

]
~

acknowiedgement to the registrant at the mailing address shown
on the registration form. The acknowledgement shall be sent

by first class nonforwardable mail.

Lo o e
< N

2. If the registration form appears or its £face to be

o
—_

complete and prcper, the acknowledgement shall state that the

L)
[y}

registrant 1s ncw a registered voter of the county. The

s
o)

acknowiedgement shall also specify the name of the precinct

~t
L

and the usual polling place for the precinct in which the

wed
N

person is now registered. The acknowledgement may include the
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political party affiliation most recently recorded by the
registrant.

3. If the registration form is missing required
information, the acknowledgement shall advise the applicant
what additional information is required. The commissioner
shall enclose a new registration by mail form for the
applicant to use. If the registration form has no address,
the commissioner shall make a reasonable effort to determine
where the acknowledgement should be sent.

4. If the acknowledgement is returned as undeliverable by
the United States postal service, the commissioner shall
follow the procedure described in section 48A.27, subsection
1. ,

5. If a registrant has not supplied enough information on
a registration form for the commissioner to determine the
correct precinct and other districts, the commissioner shall
obtain the information as quickly as possible either from the
registrant or other sources available to the commissioner.

6. An improperly addressed or delivered registration form
shall be forwarded to the appropriate county commissioner of
registration within two working days after it is received by
any other official. The date of registration shall be the
date the registration form was received by the first official.
i1f the registration form was postmarked fifteen or mcre days
before an election and the registration form was received by
the first official after the close of registration, the

registration form shall be considered on time for the

election.
7. When a person who is at least seventeen and one-half
years of age but less than eighteen years of age registers to

vote, the commissioner shall maintain a record of the
registration so as to clearly indicate that it will not take
effect until the registrant's eighteenth birthday and that the
person 1s registered and qualifies to vote at any election

neld on or after that date.
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Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 48A.27 CHANGES TO VOTER
REGISTRATION RECORDS.
1. Any voter registration form received by any voter

registration agency, drivers' license station, or the
commissioner shall be considered as updating the registrant's
previous registration.

2. a. A person who is registered to vote may request

@®W o~ n s W N

changes in the voter's registration record at any time by

9 submitting one of the following, as applicable:

10 (1) A written notice to the county commissiocner.

11 (2) A completed Iowa or federal mail registration form to
12 the county commissioner.

13 (3) On election day, a registration form to the precinct
14 election officials at the precinct of the voter's current

15 residence.

16 (4) A change of address notice to the driver services

17 division of the state department of transportation.

18 (5) A change of address notice for voter registration

19 submitted to any voter registration agency.

20 b. If a change of name, telephone number, or address is
21 submitted under this subsection, the commissioner shall not
22 change the party affiliation in the elector's prior

?3 registration other than that indicated by the elector.

24 3. The commissioner shall make the necessary changes in
25 the registration records without any action by the registrant
26 when any of the following events occur:

27 a. Annexation of territory by a city. When an existing
28 city annexes territory, the city clerk shall furnish the

29 commissioner a detailed map of the annexed territory. The

30 commissioner shall change the registration of persons residing
31 in that territory to reflect the annexation and the city

32 precinct to which each of those persons is assigned. If the
33 commisslioner cannot determine the names and addresses of the
34 persons affected by the annexation, the commissioner shall

35 send each person who may be involved a letter informing the
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person that the person's registration may be in error, and
requesting that each person provide the commissioner with the
information necessary to correct the registration records.

b. Change of official street name or house or building
number by a city or county. When the city or county changes
the name of a street or the number of a house or other
building in which a person resides, the city. clerk or county
board of supervisors shall inform the commissioner of the
change, and the commissioner shall change the registration of
each person affected.

c. Incorporation or discontinuance of a city. When a new
city is incorporated or an existing city is discontinued, the
city clerk shall notify the commissioner. The commissioner
shall change the registration of each person affected.

d. Change of rural route designation of the residence of
the registered voter. The commissioner shall request each
postmaster in the county to inform the commissioner of each
change in rural route designation and the names of the persons
affected, and the commissioner shall change the registration
of each person as appropriate.

4. a. A commissioner, either independently or in
cooperation with the state registrar of voters, and in
accordance with rules of the state voter registration
commission, may enter into an agreement with a licensed vendor
of the United States postal service participating in the
national change of address program to identify registered
voters of the county who may have moved either within or
outside the county.

b. If the information provided by the vendor indicates
that a registered voter has moved to another address within
the county, the commissioner shall change the registration
records to show the new residence address, and shall also mail
a notice of that action to both the former and new addresses.
The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, and
shall include a postage prepaid preaddressed return form by

_18_
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which the registered voter may verify or correct the address
information,

c. If the information provided by the vendor indicates
that a registered voter has moved to an address outside the
county, the commissioner shall make the registration record
inactive, and shall mail a notice to the registered voter at
hoth the former and new addresses. The notice shall be sent
by forwardable first class mail, and shall include a postage
paid preaddressed return form on which the registered voter
may state the registered voter's current address. The notice
shall contain a statement in substantially the following form:
"Information received from the United States postal service
indicates that you are no longer a resident of, and therefore
not eligible to vote in (name of county) County, Iowa. If
this information is not correct, and you still live 1n (name
of county) County, please complete and mail the attached
postage paid card at least ten days before the primary or
general election and at least eleven days before any other
election at which you wish to vote. If the information is
correct and you have moved, please contact a local official in
your new area for assistance in registering there.

If you do not mail in the card, you may be required to show
identification proving your residence in {name of county)
County before being allowed to vote in (name of county)
County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in
an election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before
(date of second general election following the date of the
notice) your name will be removed from the list of voters 1in
that county. To ensure you receive thls notice, it 1s being
sent to both your most recent registration address and to your
new address as reported by the postal service."

d. If the information provided by the vendor indicates the
registered voter has moved to another county within the state,
the commissioner of the county in which the registered voter

formerly resided shall notify the person that registration in

_19_
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the county of the person's current residence is required, and
shall provide a mall registraticon form for the person to use.

e. If a registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to
this subsection and confirms that the registered voter has
mcved tOo a new residence outside the county, the commissioner
shall cancel the registration of the voter,

f. 1If a registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to
this subsection and states that the registered voter's
residence address has not changed for the purpose of voter
registration, the commissioner shall reinstate the record to
active status, making any other cnanges directed by the
reglistrant in the notice.

5. The commissioner shall keep a record of the names and
addresses of the registered voters to whom notices under this
section are sent and the date of the notice. When the return
card from a notice is received by the commissioner, the
commissioner shall record the date it was received and whether
the registrant had moved within the county, moved to an
address outside the county, or had not changed residence.

Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 48A_.28 SYSTEMATIC CONFIRMATION
PROGRAM,

1. Each commissioner shall conduct a systematic program

that makes a reasonable effort to remove from the official
list of registered voters the names of registered voters who
have changed residence from their registration addresses.
Either or beoth of the methods described in this section may be
used.

2. A commissioner may participate in the United States
postal service national change of address program, as provided
in section 48A.27. The state voter registration commission
shall adopt rules establishing specific requirements for
participation and use of the naticnal change of address
program.

A commissioner participating in the national change of

address program, in the first quarter of each calendar year,
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shall send a notice and preaddressed, postage paid return card
by first class forwardable mail to each registered voter whose
name was not reported by the national change of address
program and who has not voted, registered again, or reported a
change to an existing registration during the preceding four
calendar years., The form and language of the notice and
return card shall be specified by the state voter registration
commission by rule. A registered voter shall not be sent a
notice and return card under this section more frequently than
once in a four-year period.

3. For a commissioner who 1s not participating in the
national change of address program, in February of each year
the commissioner shall mail a confirmation notice to each
registered voter in the county. The notice shall be sent by
first class forwardable mail. The notice shall include a
preaddressed, postage paid return card for the use of the
registered voter or the recipient of the notice. The card
shall contain boxes for the recipient to check to indicate one
of the following:

a. That the recipient is the registered voter named on the
card, and is still a resident at the address listed.

b. That the recipient is the registered voter named on the
card, but is no longer a resident of the address listed.

¢. That the recipient is not the registered voter named on
the card, and the registered voter named on the card 1s not a
resident of the address listed.

The form and language of the notice and return card shall
be specified by the state voter registration commission by
rule.

Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 48A.29 PROCEDURE UPON RETURN OF
CONFIRMATION CARD.

i. If a confirmation notice sent pursuant to section

48A.28 is returned as undeliverable by the United States
postal service, the commissioner shall make the registration

record 1nactive and shall mail a notice to the registered

_21_
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voter at the registered voter's most recent mailing address,
as shown by the registration records.

The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail,
and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return form on
which the registered voter may state the registered voter's
current address. The notice shall contain a statement in
substantially the following form: "Information received from
the United States postal service indicates that you are no
longer a resident of {residence address) in (name of caunty)
County, Iowa. If this information 1is not c¢orrect, and you
still live in (name of county) County, please complete and
mail the attached postage paid card at least ten days before
the primary or general election and at least eleven days
before any other election at which you wish to vote. If the
information is correct, and you have changed residence, please
contact.a local official in your new area for assistance in
registering there. If you do not mail in the card, you may be
required to show identification proving your residence in
(name of county) County before being allowed to vote in (name
of county) County. If you do not return the card, and you do
not vote in some election in (name of county) County, Iowa on
or before (date of second general election following the date
of the notice) your name will be removed from the list of
voters in that county.”

2. When a detachable return card originally attached to a
confirmation notice is returned indicating that the registered
voter 18 still a resident of the address shown on the
registration records, the commissioner shall make a record of
the date the card was received.

3. When a detachable return card originally attached to a
confirmation notice is returned by anyone other than the
registered voter indicating that the registered voter is no
longer a resident of the registration address, the
commissioner shall make the registration record inactive, and

shall mail a notice to the registered voter at the registered
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voter's most recent mailing address, as shown by the
registration records.

The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail,
and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return card on
which the registered voter may state the registered voter's
current address. The notice shall contain a statement in
substantially the following form: "Information received by
this office indicates that you are no longer a resident of
(residence address) in (name of county} County, Iowa. If the
information is not correct, and you still live at that
address, please complete and mail the attached postage paid
card at least ten days before an election at which you wish to
vote. If the information is correct, and you have moved
within the county, you may update your registration by listing
your new address on the card and mailing it back. If you have
moved outside the county, please contact a local official in
your new area for assistance in registering there. If you do
not mail in the card, you may be required to show
identification proving your residence in (name of county)
County before being allowed to vote in (name of county)
County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in
some election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before
(date of second general election following the date of the
notice) your name will be removed from the list of registered
voters in that county."”

Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 48A.30 CANCELLATION OF VOTER
REGISTRATION.

1. The voter registration of a registered voter shall be

canceled 1f any of the following occurs:

a. The registered voter dies. For the purposes of this
subsection, the commissioner may accept as evidence of death a
notice from the state registrar of vital statistics forwarded
by the state registrar of voters, a written statement from a
member of the registered voter's household, an obituary in a

newspaper, a written statement from an election official, or a
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notice from the clerk of the district court in the county
where the registered voter died.

b. The registered voter registers to vote in another
jurisdiction, and the commissioner receives notice of the
reglistration from the registration official in the other
jurisdiction,

¢. The registered voter reqguests the cancellation in
writing.

For the purposes of this subsection, a confirmation by the
registered voter that the registered voter is no longer a
resident of the county constitutes a request for cancellation.

d. The clerk of the district court or the state registrar
sends notice of the registered voter's conviction of a felony
as defined 1n section 701.7, or conviction of an offense
classified as a felony under federal law.

e. The clerk of the district court or the state registrar
sends notice that the registered voter has been declared
mentally incompetent under state law.

f. The registered voter's registration record has been
inactive pursuant to section 48A.28 for two successive general
elections.

2. When a registration is canceled pursuant to subsection
1, paragraph "4", "e", or "f", the commissioner shall send a
notice of the cancellation to the registered voter.

Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 48A.31 DECEASED PERSONS RECORD.

The state registrar of vital statistics shall transmit or

cause to be transmitted to the state registrar of voters, cnce
each calendar quarter, a certified list of all persons
seventeen and one-half years of age and older 1n the state
whose deaths have been reported to the records and statistics
division of the Iowa department of public health since the
previous list of decedents was certified to the state
registrar of voters. The list shall be submitted according to
the specifications of the state registrar of vcters, who shall

determine whether each listed decedent was registered to vocte
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in this state. If the decedent was registered in a county
which uses its own data processing facilities for voter
registration recordkeeping, the registrar shall notify the
conmissioner in that county who shall cancel the decedent's
registration. If the decedent was registered in a county for
which voter registration recordkeeping is performed under
contract by the registrar, the registrar shall immediately
cancel the registration and notify the commissioner of the
county in which the decedent was registered to vote of the
cancellation.

Sec. 31. NEW SECTION. 48A.32 DESTRUCTION OR REMOVAL OF
CANCELED VOTLCR REGISTRATION RECORDS.

Twenty~-two months after the next general election following

the cancellation of a person's voter registration, the
commissioner may destroy all records of that person's
registration. At the discretion of the commissicner, canceled
records may be donated to an historical society if all
confidential information has been removed from the records.

Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 48A.33 DECLINATION OF REGISTRATION
QPPORTUNITY.

When a client or applicant of a voter registration agency

declines to register to vote, the record of the declination
shall be kept for twenty-two months after the next general
election.
SUBCHAPTER VI
RETENTION AND STORAGE OF VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS

Sec. 33. NEW SECTION. 48A.34 CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN
RECORDS.

Voter registration records are available for public
inspection at reasonable times at the cffice of the county
commissioner, The commissioner and any voter registration
agency which has custody of voter registration records shall
take the necessary steps to ensure that the name of the agency
at which the voter registration form was submitted remains

confidencial.
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Sec. 34. NEW SECTION. 48A.35 VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS
UNDER CONTROL OF THE COMMISSIONER.

The county commissicner of elections shall be responsible
for the maintenance and storage of all paper and electronic

voter registration records in the commissioner's custody.
Original registration records shall not be removed from the
commissioner's office or from any other designated permanent

storage location except upon request of a county commissioner

[+ B B RV - T T

S or a court order, or as provided by section 48A.31. The state
10 registrar of voters and the state voter registration
11 commission shall adopt administrative rules to implement this

12 section.
13 Sec. 35, NEW SECTION. 48A.36 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION

14 RECORD RETENTION IN VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES.
) 1. Voter registration agencies and the driver services

16 divieior of the state department of transportaticn may
17 electronically transmit registration data to the state
18 regilstrar of voters, who shall distribute the information,

19 either electronically or otherwise, to the appropriate

20 commissioner in accordance with rules of the state voter

21 registration commission and the state registrar of voters.

22 The state agency originating the registration data shall

23 permanently retain an electronic copy of the form completed by
24 the registrant, including the registrant's signrature, and

25 shall develop procedures for the retrieval and printing of

26 that electronic document. A printed copy of an electronic

27 registration document shall be made only upon the agency's

28 receipt of a court order.

29 2. Upon receipt of electronic registration data under

30 subsection 1, the state registrar of voters may cause the

31 updating of registration records for registrants in counties
32 which have arranged for data processing services under section
33 47.7, subsection 2. The registrar shall notify the

34 commissioner of the actions taken.

Sec. 36. NEW SECTION. 48A.37 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
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RECORDS,

L. Voter registration records shall be maintained in an
electronic medium. A history of local election participation
shall be maintained as part of the electronic record for at
least two general, primary, school, and city elections.
Absentee voting shall be recorded for the previous two general
and primary elections. After each election, the county
commissioner shall update telephone numbers provided by
registered voters pursuant to section 49.77.

2. Electronic records shall include a status code
designating whether the records are active or inactive.
Inactive records are records of registered voters to whom
notices have been sent pursuant to section 48A.28, subsection
3, and who have not returned the card or otherwise responded
to the notice, and those records have been designated inactive
pursuant to section 48A.29. All other records are active
records. An inactive record shall be made active when the
registered voter votes at an election, registers again, or
reports a change of name, address, telephone number, or
political party affiliation.

Sec. 37. NEW SECTION. 48A.38 LISTS OF VOTERS.

1. Any person may request of the registrar and shall

receive, upon payment of the cost of preparation, a list of
registered voters and other data on registration and par-
ticipation in elections, in acccordance with the following
requirements and limitations:

a. The registrar shall prepare each list requested within
tourteen days of receipt of the request, except that the
registrar shall not be required to prepare any list within
seven days of the close of registration for any regularly
scheduled election if the preparation of the list would impede
the preparation cof election registers for that election.

b. Fach list shall be as current as possible, but shall in
all cases reflect voter activity reported to any commissioner

twenty-eight or more days before preparation of the list.

—.27_
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¢. Each list shall be in the order and form specified by
the list purchaser, and shall contain the registration data
specified by the list purchaser, provided compliance with the
request is within the capability of the record maintenance
system used by the registrar.

d. Llists prepared shall not include inactive records
unlesgs specifically requested by the requester.

e. The registrar shall prepare updates to lists at least
9 biweekly, and after the close of registration for a regularly
10 scheduled election, but before the election, if requested to
11 do so at the time a list is purchased. All updates shall be
12 made available to all requesters at the same time, and shall

T~ N b A

13 be in the order and form specified by each requester.

14 2. The registrar shall maintain a log of the name,

15 address, and telephone number of every person who receives a
16 list under this section, and of every person who reviews

17 registration records in the office of the registrar.

18 Commissioners of registration shall maintain a similar log in

19 their offices of those who receive a list from the

20 commissioner or who review registration records in the

21 commissioner's office. Logs maintained under this subsection
22 are public records, and shall be available for public

23 1inspection at reasonable times.

24 Sec. 38. NEW SECTION. 48A.39 USE OF REGISTRATION
25 INFORMATION.
26 Information about individual registrants obtained from

27 voter registration records shall be used only to request the
28 registrant's vote at an election, or for another genuine

29 political purpose, or for a bona fide official purpose by an
30 elected official, or for bona fide political research, but
31 shall not be used for any commercial purposes. A person who
32 uses registration information in violation of this section
commits a serious misdemeanor.

Sec. 39, NEW SECTION. 48A.40 REPORTS.

At Jeast once each month and at other times deemed
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appropriate, the county commissioner of registration shall
report to the state registrar the number of persons registered
in each county. The report shall include the registration
totais for each political party and the number of persons not
registered with a political party.

Sec. 40. NEW SECTION. 48A.41 CRIMINAL PENALTIES.

1. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be

guilty of a class "D" felony:

a. Willfully registers to vote, knowing oneself not to be
eligible.

b. Willfully or knowingly provides false information for
the purpose of registering to vote.

c. Willfully or knowingly registers a fictitious person to
vote, or attempts to do so.

d. Forges another person's name to a voter registration
form or other voter registration document.

2. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be
guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor:

a. Willfully or knowingly entices another to fraudulently
register to vote.

b. Conspires with another for the purpose of introducing
information known to be false into voter registration records.
c. Willfully or knrowingly destroys registration records,
or attempts to do so, without proper authorization. For the
purpose of this paragqgraph, an electronic record which has not
been replaced with a more recent version of the same record,

15 a registration record.

d. Knowingly files a challenge under section 48A.14
containing false information under section 48A.14.

e. Knowingly and willfully intimidates, threatens, or
coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any
person for registering to vote or attempting to register to
vote, ¢r urging or aiding any person to register to vote or to
atrtempt to register to vote.

Sec. 41. Section 3%9.3, subsection 10, Code Supplement
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1993, 1is amended to read as follows:
10. *Quatrfied-elector® "Registered voter" means a person

who 1s registered to vote pursuant to chapter 48 48A.

Sec. 42. Section 39.3, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by
adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 16. "Voter registration agency” means an

agency designated to conduct voter registration under section
48A.19. Offices of the driver services division of the state
department of transportation are not voter registration
aqgencies.

Sec. 43. Section 43.5, Code 1993, 1s amended to read as
follows:

43.5 APPLICABLE STATUTES.

The provisions of chapters 39, 47, 48 48A, 49, 50, 51, 52,
53, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62 and 722 shall apply., so far as
applicable, to all primary elections, except as hereinafter
provided.

Sec. 44. Section 47.1, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by
adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered
paragraph 2:

The secretary of state 1s designated the chief state
election official and is responsible for coordination of state
responsibilities under the federal National Voter Registratlon
Act of 1993.

Sec. 45. Section 47.2, subsection 1, Code 1993, is amended
to read as follows:

1. The county auditor of each county is designated as the
county comm:ssioner of elections in each county. The county
commissioner of elections shall conduct voter registration
pursuant to chapter 48 48A and conduct all elections within
the county.

Sec. 46. Section 47.4, subsection 1, paragraph e, Code
1993, 1s amended to read as follows:

€. Every eligible elector shall be registered pursuant to

the provisions of chapter 48 48A to qualify to vote in any

_30_




Lo R ¢ S N A

S.F. HR23 H.P. __

election.

Sec. 47. Section 47.7, subsection 4, Code 1993, is amended
to read as follows:

4, Not later than July 1, 1984, information listed in
section 48:6 48A.11 contained in a county's manual records but
not on the county's computer readable records shall be
provided to the registrar in a form specified by the
registrar. The registrar shall require that any information

supplied under section 4876 48A.11, except 3subsectiens-9-and

provided to the registrar in a form specified by the
registrar,

Sec. 48. Section 47.8, subsection 4, Code Supplement 1993,
1s amended to read as follows:

4. The registration commission shall annually adopt a set
of standard charges to be made for the services the registrar
18 required to offer to the several commissioners, and for
furnishing of voter registratiocon records which are requested
by persons other than the registrar, the state commissioner or
any commissioner pursuant to section 48+57-3ubsecttron-2
48A.38. These charges shall be sufficient to reimburse the
state for the actual cost of furnishing such services or
information, and shall be specified by unit wherever possible.
The standard charges shall be adopted by the commission by
January 15 of each calendar year.

Sec. 49. Section 49,28, Code 1993, 1s amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

49.28 COMMISSiONER TO FURNISH REGISTERS AND SUPPLIES.

The commissioner shall prepare and furnish to each precinct
an electlion register and all other books, forms, materials,
equlipment, and supplies necessary to conduct the election.

After the registration deadline and before election day the
commissioner shall prepare an election register for each
precinct in which voting will occur on the day of the

election. The precinct election register shall be a list of
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the names and addresses of all registered voters of the
precinct. Inactive records listed in the election register
shall be clearly identified with a special mark or symbol.

When a precinct is divided by a district boundary, and
some, but not all, registered voters of the precinct may vote
on an issue or office from that district, the election
register shall clearly indicate which of the registered voters
are entitled to vote in the district.

Sec. 50. Section 49.77, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

49.77 BALLOT FURNISHED TO VOTER.

1. The board members of their respective precincts shall
have charge of the ballots and furnish them to the voters.
Any person desiring to vote shall sign a voter’'s declaration
provided by the officials, in substantially the following
form:

VOTER'S DECLARATION OF ELIGIBILITY

I do solemnly swear or affirm that I am a resident of the
............ precinct, .......... ward or township, city of
........ vee.ee, Ccounty of ..., IOwa.

I am a qualifred-etector registered voter. I have not voted

and will not vote in any other precinct in said election.
(For primary election only:) I am affiliated with the .....

............ party.
I understand that any false statement in this declaration

is a criminal offense punishable as provided by law.

-------------------------------

-------------------------------

TELEPHONE
Approved:

-----------------------

SOARD MEMBER
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2. One of the precinct election officials shall announce
the etectorts voter's name aloud for the benefit of any
persons present pursuant to section 49.104, subsection 2, 3 or
5. Any of those persons may upon request view the signed
declarations of eligibility and may review the signed
declarations on file so long as the person does not interfere
with the functions of the precinct election officials.

3. A precinct election official shall require any person

whose name does not appear on the election register as an
active voter to show identification. Specific documents which

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A precinct electicn official may

require of am-etecteor the voter unknown to the official,
tdentification upon which the eteetoris voter's signature or
mark arnears. If identification is established to the
satisfaction of the precinct election officlals, the person
may then be allowed to vote.

4. A-persen-whose-name-doea-not-appear-on-the-eteectton
regtater-of-the-preectnet-in-which-that-persen-ctatms-the-right
to-vore-shati-not-be-permitted-to-vote;-except-in-the
circumstance-described-tn-aeetion-46-7;-3ubaeection-1;
paragraph-4bl;-uniess-the-commtasioner-informa-the-prectnet
elechion-offtectata-that-an-error-has-eceurred-and-that-the
person-ta-a-quat+fred-eiector-of-that-prectnets—-if-the
commrestoner-£finds-no-record-of-the-personta-regiatration-but
the-person-itnsista-that-the-person-is-a-quatified-elector-of
that-precinct;-the-preermet-etectron-offirciata-shati-attow-+he
per3an-to-cast-a-batiet-in-the-manner-preseribed-by-deection

498> A person whose name does not appear on the election

register of the precinct in which that person claims the right

to vote shall not be permitted to vote, unless the person

atfirms that the person is currently registered in the county

and presents proof of identity, or the commissioner informs

the precinct election officials that an error has occurred and
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that the person is a registered voter of that precinct. It
the commissioner finds no record of the person's registraticn

but the person insists that the person is a registered voter

of that precinct, the precinct election officials shall allow

the person to cast a ballot in the manner prescribed by

section 49.81.
5. The request for the telephone number in the declaration

of eligibility in subsection 1 is not mandatory and the
failure by the eteeter voter to provide the telephone number
does not affect the declaration's validity.

Sec. 51. Section 49.81, subsection 4, unnumbered paragraph
1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows:

The individual envelopes used for each paper ballot cast
pursuant to subsection 1 shall have printed on them the format
of the face of the registration form under section 48:3 48A.8
and the_following:

Sec. 52, Section 50.19, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993,
1s amended to read as follows:

The commissioner may destroy precinct election registers,
the declarations of eligibility signed by voters, and other
material pertalining to any election in which federal offices
are not on the ballot, except the tally lists, six months
after the election if a contest is not pending. If a contest
ig pending all election materials shall be preserved until
final determination of the contest. Before destroying the
election registers and declarations of eligibility, the
commissicner shall prepare records as necessary to permit

compliance with seetien-48:3i;-subsecttron-+ chapter 484,

subchapter V. Nomination papers for primary election
candidates for state and county offices shall be destroyed ten

days before the general election, if a contest is not pending.
Sec. 53. Section 50.22, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993,

1s amended to read as follows:
The decision to count or reject each ballot shall be made

upon the basis of the information given on the envelope
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containing the special ballot, the evidence concerning the
challenge, the registration and the returned receipts of
registration. If the challenged voter's registration was
canceled in the same county where the person attempted to vote
because first class mail other than the registration receipt
mailed pursuant to section 4873 48A.10 was returned by the
postal service during the four years preceding the election in
progress, the person's ballot shall be accepted for counting
and the elector's registration shall be reinstated.

Sec. 54. Section 53.2, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

53.2 APPLICATION FOR BALLOT.

Any quattfied-etector registered voter, under the

circumstances specified in section 53.1, may on any day,
except election day, and not more than seventy days prior to
the date of the election, apply in person for an absentee
ballot at the commissioner's office or at any location
designated by the commissioner, or make written application to
the commissioner for an absentee ballot. The state
commissioner shall prescribe a form for absentee ballot

applications. However, if an-elector a registered voter

submits an application that includes all of the information
required in this section, the prescribed form is not required.

This section does not require that a written communication
mailed to the commissioner's office to request an absentee
ballot, or any other document be notarized as a prerequisite
to receiving or marking an absentee ballot or returning to the
commissioner an absentee ballot which has been voted.

Each application shall contain the name and signature of
the arnatifred-etector registereqd voter, the address at which

the etectar voter is guatified registered to vote, and the
name or date of the election for which the absentee ballot is
requested, and such other information as may be necessary to
determine the correct absentee ballot for the gqualified

elector. If insufficient information has been provided, the
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commissioner shall, by the best means avallable, obtain the
additional necessary information.

If the application is for a primary election ballot and the
request is for a ballot of a party different from that
recorded on the quaitfred-etectoris registered voter's voter
registration record, the requested ballot shall be mailed or
given to the applicant together with a "Change or Declaration
of Party Affiliation" form as prescribed in section 43,42, to
be completed by the queiified-etector registered voter at the
time of voting. Upon receipt of the properly completed form,
the commissioner shall approve the change or declaration and

enter a notation of the change on the registration records.

If an application for an absentee ballot is received from
an eligible elector who is not a guatrfied-etector registered
voter the commissioner shall send a registration form under
section 48+3 48A.8 and an absentee ballot to the eligible
elector. 1If the application is received so late that it is
unlikely that the registration form can be returned in time to
be effective on election day, the commissioner shall enclose
with the absentee ballot a notice to that effect, informing
the voter of the registration time limits in secttens-48-3-and
48-1t section 48A.3. The commissioner shall record on the
elector's application that the elector is not currently
registered to vote. If the registration form is properly
returned by the time provided by section 4873 48A.8, the
commissioner shall record on the elector's application the
date of receipt of the registration form and enter a notation
of the registration on the registration records.

A guatified-elector registered voter who has not moved from

the county in which the elector is registered ¢ vote may
submit a change of name, telephone number, or address cn the
torm prescribed in section 4873 48A.8 when casting an absentee
ballot. Upon receipt of a properly completed form, the
commissioner shall enter a notation of the change on the

registration records.
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Sec. 55. Section 53.38, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

53.38 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION.

Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or
53.4% on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United
States, the affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter,
1f the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county
to which the ballot i1s submitted, shall constitute a
sufficient registration under the provisions of chapter 48 48A
and the commissioner shall place the voter's name on the

registration record as a quat:rfied-eteetor registered voter,

1f it does not already appear there.

Sec. 56. Section 53.53, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993,
is amended to read as follows:

The voter's declaration or affirmation on the federal
write-in ballot constitutes a sufficient registration under
the provisions of chapter 48 48A and the commissioner shall
place the voter's name on the registration record as a

quattfred-etector registered voter, if the voter's name does

not already appear on the registration record. No witness to
the oath 1s necessary.

Sec. 57. Section 280.9A, subsection 2, Code 1992, 1is
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

2. At least twice during each school year, the board of
directors of each local public school district operating a
high school and the authorities in charge of each accredited
nonpublic school operating a high school shall cffer the
opportunity to register to vote to each student who is at
least seventeen and one~half years of age, as required by
section 48A.22.

Sec. 5S8. Section 283A.1, subsection 3, Code 1993, is
amended to read as foilows:

3. "School board"” means a board of school directors

regqularly elected by the gquatified registered voters of a
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school corporation or district of the state of Iowa.

Sec. 55. Section 331.424, subsection 1, paragraph i, Code
1993, is amended to read as follows:

i. Elections, and voter registration pursuant to chapter
48 48A.

Sec. 60. Section 331.505, subsection 4, Code 1993, is

[ 2 B - Y S

amended to read as follows:

[+« TR B o A

4. Serve as county commissioner of registration as

9 provided in chapter 48 48A.

10 Sec. 61. Section 368.1, subsection 12, Code Supplement
11 1993, is amended to read as follows:

12 12. "guatrftred-etector Registered voter" means a person

13 who is registered to vote pursuant to chapter 48 48A.

14 Sec. 62. Section 602.8102, subsection 15, Code Supplement
15 1993, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in
16 lieu thereof the following:

17 15. Notify the county commissioner of registration and the

18 state registrar of voters of persons seventeen and one-half

19 years of age and older who have been convicted of a felony or
26 who have been legally declared to be mentally incompetent.

21 Sec. 63. Section 914.6, subsections 1 and 3, Code 1993,
22 are amended to read as follows:

23 1. Pardons, commutations of sentences, and remissions of
24 fines and forfeitures;-and-reatoerations-of-rights-of

25 erttrenship shall be issued in duplicate. Reprieves

26 Restorations of rights of citizenship and reprieves shall be

27 1ssued in triplicate.

28 3. In the case of a remission of fines and forfeitures,

29 restoration of rights of citizenship, or a pardon, commutation
30 of sentence, or reprieve, if the person 1s not in custody, one
31 copy of the executlive 1instrument shall be delivered to the

32 person and one copy to the clerk of court where the judgment
33 :s of record. A list of the restorations of rights of

34 citizenship issued by the governor shall be delivered to the

state registrar of voters at least once each month.
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Sec. 64. Sections 43.41, 43.42, 43.43, 43.120, 49.11, .
49.27, 49.30, 49.43, 49.74, 49.80, 49.81, 49.105, 50.7, 50.8,
53.7, 3.8, 53.15, 53.17, 53.19, 53.25, 53.39, 176A.5, 176A.8,
275.13, 303.25, 303.49, 331,201, 331.751, 357.12, 357C.7,
357D.8, 357E.8, 357F.8, 358.7, and 368.14, Code 1993, are

amended by striking from the sections the words "qualified

elector” and "qualified electors" and inserting in lieu
thereof the words “"registered voter" and "registered voters"
5 and by striking from the sections the words "elector" and

16 "electors" when it is vsed to mean "qualified elector" or

o~ NN s W R

11 “qualified electors"” and inserting in lieu thereof the words
12 "registered voter" or "voter" and "registered voters" or

13 "voters", as appropriate.

14 Sec. 65. Secitions 39.3, 53.1, 53.11, 53.22, 275.1, and

L5 362.2, Code Supplement 1993, are amended by striking from the
l6 sections the words "qualified elector" and "qualified

17 electors"” and inserting in lieu thereof the words "registered
18 voter"” and "registered voters" and by striking from the .
19 sections the words "elector" and "electors" when it 1s used to
20 mean "qualified elector" or "qualified electors” and inserting
2} in lieu therecf the words "registered voter" or "vcter" and

22 "regilstered voters" or "voters", as appropriate,

23 Sec. 66. Sections 47.4, 48.1, 48.2, 48.3, 48.4, 48.5,

24 48.6, 48.7, 48.8, 48.9, 48.10, 48.11, 48.12, 48B.15, 48.17,

25 48,20, 48.21, 48,22, 48.23, 48.29, 48.30, and 48.32, Code

26 1993, are repealed.

27 Sec. 67. Sections 48.16 and 48.31, Code Supplement 1993,
28 are repealed.,

29 Sec. 68. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect January 1,
30 1995,

31 EXPLANATION

22 This bill rewrites the state voter registration statutes to

33 conform with the federal National Voter Registration Act of

4 1993 (NVRA).
35 There are four major parts of the NVRA: voter registration .

.
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simultaneous with drivers' services; voter registration by
mail; voter registration services by certain designated
agencies; and requirements with respect to administration of
voter registration,

Relating to the requirement that voter registration be
simultaneous with application for certain drivers' services,
current Iowa Code section 48.22, which requires that drivers'
license and identification card application forms also serve
as voter registration forms, is enacted as new section 4BA.17.
To conform with the NVRA, the bill requires that renewal
applications shall also serve as voter registration forms,
provides the applicant with the opportunity to decline 1in
writing to register to vote, provides that a change of address
for drivers' services purposes 1s a change of address for
registration purposes, and provides that a registration form
submitted to the drivers' services division nf the state
department of transportation serves to update the registrant's
previous registration.

Present law provides that voter registration forms
transmitted from drivers' services stations be transmitted
within one business day of receipt. The bill provides that
voter registration forms be transmitted from drivers' services
stations by 5 p.m. of the last work day of each week. The
state voter registration commission is to provide by rule for
torms, procedure, and transmission of forms.

Present law provides for voter registration in person at
the commissioner's office or at a place designated by the
commissioner and voter registration by mail. The bill also
provides for registration in person and registration by mail
and requlres that the mail registration form developed by the
federal election commission be accepted for purposes of
registering to vote in Iowa.

Relating to voter registration services provided by certain
designated agencies, present Iowa law requires that mail

registration forms be avalilable in all cffices of state
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agencies and that employees of the cffices offer to applicants
or clients of the agency the opportunity to register to vote.
The NVRA requires that agencies that provide public assistance
or related services, all agencies that provide state-funded
services primarily to persons with disabilities, and United
States arimed forces recruiting offices be designated voter
registration agencies. Voter registration agencies are to
provide voter registration services with each application for
services or assistance, including each submitted change of
address relating to the agency's services.

To conform with the requirements of the NVRA, the bill
prescribes the form and contents of all notices relating to
registration at a voter registration agency. Persons
declining to register to vote at a voter registration agency
must do so in writing. Voter registration agency employees
are probibited from influencing a registrant's political party
preference, discouraging a person from registering to vote, or
leading a person to believe that a decision whether or not to
register to vote has a bearing on the availability of services
or benefits. Agency employees are to assist persons
registering to vote if assistance is requested. Agencies
which provide services to clients in the clients' homes shall
provide voter registration services in the clients' homes.

The Iowa secretary of state may designate, by rule, other
agencies as voter registration agencies. The secretary of
state is directed to encourage volunteer organizaticns to
undertake voter registration drives by providing mail
registration forms at the cost of production. Voter
registration forms completed at voter registration agencies
are to be transmitted from the voter registration agencies by
5 p.m. of the last work day of each week.

Although not addressed by the NVRA, two voter registration
programs currently in lowa's voter registration law are
retained by the bill. First, the department of revenue and

finance is required, for odd-numbered tax years, to place two
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voter registration forms i1n every state income tax return form
or instruction booklet. Second, the bill requires schools, at
least twice each year, to offer registration services to
students of voting age, rather than simply to report their
names to the county commissioner of registration, as provided
in the current statute. The bill also requires all
postsecondary schools receiving state funding to offer voter
registration services at least once each year. Present law
requires board of regents institutions to make space available
in residence halls and lounges for voter registration
activities,

The requirements of the NVRA relating to administration of
voter registration encompass the following procedures:
acknowledgement of voter registration forms; changes to voter
registration records: a voter registration confirmation
system; cancellation of voter registration; retention,
storage, and destruction of voter registration records:
electronic registration records; voter lists; and voter
registration reporting requirements. The procedure required
by the NVRA for acknowledgement of voter registration forms 1is
more detailed than present law requiring the commissioner to
send a registration receipt to the elector upon receipt of a
completed voter registration form. If an acknowledgement 1is
returned as undeliverable, the commissioner is to follow the
notice procedure for cancellation of voter registration.

The procedure provided by the NVRA for changing voter
reglstration records, either initiated by the registered voter
or automatic changes without any action by the registrant if
certain events occur, 1S not changed from present Iowa law,
except that a county commissioner may obtain address changes
through the United States postal service change of address
program and may confirm ar address change by mailing to the
registered voter a preaddressed postage paid return card.

The NVRA requires county commissioners of registration to

use one of two methods prescribed by the bill to conduct a
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systematic program to remove from the list of registered
voters the names of registered voters who have changed
residence. Under the first method, a county commissioner of
registration participating in the United States postal service
nationai change of address program shall, in the first quarter
of each calendar year mail, an address confirmation notice and
return card to those registered voters whose name was not
reported by the national change of address program and who has
not voted, registered again, or reported a change of address
in the preceding four years. For those commissioners not
participating in the national change of address program, each
February the commissioner is required to send a confirmation
notice to each registered voter on the voting list.

The bill details the procedure to be followed by the
commissioners of registration with respect to the disposition
of the return card. If a return card is returned to the
commissioner as nondeliverable, the registration record of the
voter 1is made inactive.

The bill sets out the reasons for canceling the voter
registration of a registered voter. The reasons are the same
as present law, except that the NVRA prohibits canceling a
registration solely for failure to vote. However, the
registration of a registered voter may be canceled if the
registered voter has not voted for two successive general
elections following the return of two confirmation notices as
nondeliverable.

Voter registrations which have been canceled may not be
destroyed for 22 months after the next general election
following the cancellation. Declinations to vote collected by
a voter registration agency must be kept for 22 months before
they may be destroyed. The bill provides, as does present
law, that voter registration records, voter lists, and other
information is available for public inspection and copying,
subject to some confidentiality requirements. The bill

prohibits the use of voter registration information for
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commercial purposes and provides that violation of this
provision 1s a serious misdemeanort.

The bill requires that voter registration records be
maintained in an electronic medium, and requires that the
voter registration and certain voting records be retained for
a certain period of time., The bill alsoc allows voter
registration agencies and the drivers' services division of
the state department of transportation to maintain and
transmit voter registration records electronically.

The bill, as does present law, prescribes the information
to be included on the state voter registration form. The bill
provides that voter registration forms may be on paper or
electronic media and allows the use of electronic sighatures
on voter registration forms.

The bill enacts a penalty section similar to present law
except that certain violations of the law remain an aggravated
misdemeancr and other violations are made class "D" felonies.
The NVRA requires that the penalty for falsely signing a voter
registration form be the penalty for committing perjury; under
Iowa law that is a class "D" felony.

The NVRA requires each state to designate a chief election
official to coordinate the implementation of the bill., This
bill designates the state commissioner of elections (secretary
of state) as the officer responsible for implementation of the
bill.

The bill contains complementary amendments to other
sections of the Code and instructs the Iowa Code editor to
change each reference to "qualified elector™ or "qualified
electors" in the Code to "registered voter" and '"registered
voters".

The bill takes effect January 1, 1995.

The bill may impose a state mandate as defined 1in sectilon
25B.3.

LSB 32928V 75
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SENATE FILE 2223
FISCAL NOTE

fcr Senate File 2223 is hereoy submitied
a correcciOﬁaL irpac: statement pursuant
used in deve.oplng this Iiscal nrneote
Fisca. Bureau to members of the Legisaa:ur

the State

egistratton voTer reglsy
agencies, and Lren for woter
makes wusing voler i : -
misdemeanor and incre
M sdemeanor to

Assumgtxons.

. The Jeparimen: of Revenue and Firance T er:ly insarts 2 voter
registration rorms in each individueal income tax  refurn form  or
Instruct:ion  booikler. Ne significant alterazion ir the procadure will bse

requlired.

2. Me apzpravataed misdemeance charges for voter vegisiration wioiaticgns hawve
been filed within the pas: several vears. No Class O felony charges for
voter reg.straticn violations are antlicipared.

3. The Ottice of the Secrerarv of S:ate will be required to modify some work
patterns but this can be dore wizhin rhe current budge:.

4, The appropriat:icn to the Department orf General Services {2G3) in Senazez
File 2229 wili be sufficient for devalopment and distriburion of forms.
3. {ourties wiil make one-time computer ejuzipment and scfgware purchases at
an  average cost of $4,000. Ma:iiing c¢osts will increase by §2.340

arruaily.

5. Trhe Department ¢f Smployment Services {JES)
anruailiy,

i, Thke atacy for DES staff
annually,

8. The Department of ices (3HS) process 443,075
requiring voter registration in FY 1993 and 440,607 in FY 1696,

2. DES Income Maingenance stafi's salaries are $30,809 and Service stafi's
salaries are $35,519.

i0. Forms and pamphiers will cost DHS $0.09

2i. The estimates tor DES ang DHS staff Zime ¢ handle voter registration

525,000 clients

process
istration avzrages 520,738

ey
-k oN o

‘rem 4 10 5 minutes per client.
2. Postage c¢3sls t¢ counties associated wizh 2HS acuivizies are =2stimated at

o
in FY

1996.

995 ard 519,415

-3. TrTederal regulaticns for JES de ot cermit  reimbursement for wvorer
replisirazio activiTies, but federal cregulztians for IHES glisw  far
“2imMBuriemant. {T 1y unzertan whethar the Vocaiianal Zcucasisn Program,
Secartment  or  Education will b2 aliowed o reveive Isa2ral TelTbursement
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for Lthis activity.

Fiscal Impact:

The «costs for all counties are estimated at $396,000 tcr ore-timit computer
syuipment  and  soeftwares  purchases and annual mailing costs ot $247,000. The
co5ts o rhe counties created by DHS activities, after federal reimbursement,
will Dbe 519,528 in FY 1995, The FY 1996 costs to Che counties created by DHS
activities atter federal reimbursement, will be $19,415 in FY 1996. The zoza:
costys  te counties  for FY O 1995 are estimated at $662,528 and $266,415 in FY
1996.

The State will incur the !foileowirg costs:

The costs to DGS are estimated al $10,000.
The «costs tor DES are estimated at $:5,000 for cre-time programming
related costs and §35951.000 tor staftf costs beinglng the total FY 1995 cast
to $366,000. The ¥7 1996 costs are estimated ar §$351,000.
The FY 1999 costs Lo DHS are estimated at §599,333 which «wii! be o*fsal by
tederal rovenues of $279,006 tor a net cost o tne Stace of §320,272.  The
FY 1996 costs Lo DS are estimated at $534,336 which wiil he olifsel by
lederal revenues of $278,993 1tor a net cost te the State of §320,114.
The Department ol Transpsrration will experience some additicral costs for
purchasing addit:ional forms and revisions ro computer programs. The
tiscal impact will not be significant.
The Department of Human Rights has indicated that implementing this dil!l
wculd have a fiscal impact from statf time requirec Lo register ciientss
trom cempiling, storing, and reporting data; ané from postage. These
co5ts cannol be estimated,
The [Department of Revenue and Finance will centinue lnserting voter
registration forms as in the past and experience 20 Increase 1n COSIs.
7. Ocher departments do not anticipate a significant fiscal i1mpact.

The toral costs Lo the State are estimated o be $696,727 in FY 1995 and
$681,114 tn FY 1996.

Correg&iggil_}mgac£_§£§tement:

There Ls no 1mpact on the correctional system,
Sources:

Department of Corrections
Departmert of Educatlon
Departmert of Ceneral Services
Criminal  and Juverniie Justice Plaraing Division, Department of Humarn Rights
Iowa State Association of Count:es
Judieciral Department
Parole Board
Department of Revenue and inance
Secrelary ot STaLe
Department of ransparcatlicn

of Employment Seruices

Department
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Departmear of Human Services
hiat o vepartment of Human Righrs
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(LSB 312924v, MDI)

FILED MARCH 14, 1994

BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL JIRZCTOR
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A H-5718
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Amend Senate File 2223, as passed by the Senate, as
follows:

l. Page 1, by inserting after ine 29 the follow-
ing:
"4. "Voter registration agency" means an agency
desigrated to conduct voter registration under secticn
48A.19. Offices of the driver services division cf
the state department of transportation are not voter
registration agencies."

2. Page 1, line 30, by striking the figure "4g"
and inserting the following: "s5",

3. Page 4, by insercting after line 16 the
following:

"Sec. . NEW SECTION. 48A.5A DETERMINATION OF
RESIDENCE.

Residence shall be determined in accordance with
the following principles:

1. The residence of a person is in the precinct
where the person's home is located, from whichk the
person has no present intention of moving, anc to
which the person intends to return when absent.

2. A person does not lose residence if the perscn
leaves the person's home to live temporarily 1n
another state or precincse.

3. A perscn does not acquire a residence in any
precinct of this state if the person is living there
only tempcrarily, without the intenticn of
establishing the person's hcme in that precince.

4. If a person geés to another state or precinct
with the intent of establisning the person's home in
that state or precinct or fiies an affidavic of
residence in that state or precinct IZor election
purposes, the person loses residence in the Iormer
state or precinct, unless the perscn moved 35 the

ther state aifter that state's deadline ZIcr
reglstering to vote 1ln a particuiar election.

5. If a person moves to another state with the
intention of living in that state for an indefinite
period, the person .oses residence iz this state,
notwithstanding the person's intention Lo return atc
some indefinite future time.

6. The mere intention to acquire a new :eslidence
is not sufficient to acquire a new residence unless
the person moves to that location. Meoving tCc a new
lccation 1s not sufficlient to acquire a new residence
uniess the person intends to remain at the new
location,

7. The residence of a person who is working
temporarily in any precinct of this state 1s in the
precinct where the perscon's permanent home is iocated.

H-5718 ~1-
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8. A student who resides at or near the school the

student attends, but who is also able to claim a
residence at another location under the provisions of
this section, may choose either location as the
student 's residence for voting purposes.

9. If an active member of the United States armed
forces, as defined by section 53.37, has previously
resided at a location that meets the requirements of
this section, that person may claim either the
previous or current residence as the person's
residence for voting purposes.

10. If a person owns real property and claims it
as a residence for the purposes of receiving a
homestead property tax credit or elderly and disabled
property tax credit or rent reimbursement, that
location shall be presumed to be that person's voting
residence.

11. If a person owns real property and does not
claim it as a residence for tax purposes, and usually
sleeps at another location, 1t 1s presumed that the
person's resgidence for wvoting purposes 1s that
location where that person usually sleeps.

12. The residence of a homeless person 1s in the
precinct where the homeless person usually sleeps.
Residence requirements shall be construed liberally t
provide homeless persons with the opportunity to
register to vote and to vote,

A person's declaration of residency for voting
purposes is presumed to be valid unless a
preponderance of evidence indicates that another
location should be considered the person's voting
residence under the provisions of this chapter.

If a person can claim no residence under the
provisions of this chapter, the person's residence,
for voting putrposes only, 1is the place which the
person declares is the person's home with the intent
to remain there permanently or for a definite or
indefinite or undeterminable length of time."

4. Page 4, line 34, by striking the word
“drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's".

5. Page 7, line 20, by inserting after the word
"and" the following: “the information".

6. Page 9, line 13, by striking the figure
"48A.8" ard inserting the following: "48A.16".

7. Page 11, line 2, by striking the word
"DRIVERS'" and inserting the following: “DRIVER'S".

8. Page 12, line 2, by striking the words "state
funded" and inserting the following: "state-funded".

9. Page 12, line 10, by inserting after the word
"rights" the following: "or 1ts successor agency”.

H-5718 -2-
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Page 3
1 10. Page 12, line 12, by inserting after the word
"rights" the fo:lowing: "or its successor agency”.

1l1. Page 12, by striking lines 13 and 14.

12. Page 12, by striking lines 21 through 24 and
inserting the foilowing: *“the United States armed
forces recruiting offices."

13. Page 12, by inserting after line 24 the
following:

"__ . Agencies designated to provide voter
registration services shall provide the following
services:

a. Distribution of a voter registration form
either on paper or electronic medium.

b. Assistance to registrants in completing voter
registration forms, unless the registrant refuses
assistance.

c. Acceptance of completed voter reglstration
forms for transmittal as required in secticn 48A.21."

14. Page 14, line 2, by striking the word
"application™.

15. Page 14, line 19, by striking the word
"DRIVERS'" and inserting the following: "“DRIVER'S".

16. Page 14, line 23, by striking the word
"drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's".

i7. Page 14, line 25, by striking the word
"drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver

18. Page 15, by inserting after line 19 the
followlng:

"Sec. . NEW SECTION. 48A.25 COMPENSATION FOR
ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING REGISTRATION FORMS.

A person may pay, offer te pay, or accept
compensation for assisting others in completing voter
registration forms only if the compensation is based
solely on the time spent providing the assistance.
Paylng, offering to pay, or receiving compensation
based on the number of registraticn forms completed,
or the party affiliations shown on completed
registration forms, or on any other performance
criteria, is a ser:ious nisdemeanor.

This section shall not apply to state and political
stbdivision employees who are required to offer
assistance to clients as a part of their regular job
duties, and who shall not be granted additicnal
compensation for voter registration activities. A
person assisting ancther in completing a voter
registration form shalil not complete any porticn of
the form without the knowledge or consent of the
registrant."”

19. Page 16, line 12, by striking the figure
"48R.27," and inserting the following: "48a.29,".

H-5718 =3-
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1
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20. Page 17, line 4, by striking the word
"drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's".

21. Page 17, line 16, by striking the word
"notice” and inserting the following: "form".

22. Page 19, line 9, by striking the word "form"
and inserting the following: “card".

23. Page 19, by striking lines 34 and 35 and
inserting the following: "the notice required by
paragraph "c¢" shall include a statement that
registration in".

24. Page 21, line 9, by striking the word
"section" and inserting the following: "subsection”.

25. Page 21, line 32, by inserting after the word
"notice” the following: "and return card”.

26. Page 22, line 4, by striking the word "form"
and inserting the following: "card".

27. Page 22, line 15, by striking the words
"changed residence" and inserting the following:
"moved"”.

28. Page 23, line 12, by striking the word "an"
and inserting the following: "“the primary or general
election and at least eleven days before any other".

29. Page 24, line 12, by inserting after the word
"court" the following: ", or the United States
attorney,".

30. Page 24, line 15, by inserting after the word
"law." the following: "The clerk of district court
shall send notice of a felony conviction to the state
registrar of voters. The registrar shall determine in
which county the felon is registered to vote, if any,
and shall notify the county commissioner of
registration for that county of the felony
conviction."

31. Page 24, line 20, by striking the figure
"48A.28" and inserting the following: “48A.29".

32. Page 25, by striking lines 23 and 24 and
inserting the following: "shall be kept by the voter
registration agency for twenty-two months after the
next general election after which time the agency may
destroy the records.”

33. Page 26, line 9, by striking the figure
"48A.31" and inserting the following: "48A.32".

34. pPage 26, line 19, by striking the word
"either".

35. Page 29, by striking lines 28 through 34, and
inserting the following:

"d. Files a challenge under section 48A.14 which
the challenger knows contains false information
pertaining to the reasons the registration is being
challenged.

H-5718 -4-
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Page 5
e. Willfully or knowingly intimidates or
threatens, or attempts to intimidate or threat-en, any
person for reglstering to vote or attempting te
register to vote, or intimidates, threatens, or
Coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, of
coerce any person to register to vote or to attempt to
register to vote."
36. Page 30, by striking lines 4 througnh 10.
37.. By striking page 30, line 32 through page 31,
10 line 1.
11 ~ 38. Page 35, by striking lines 3 through 9 arnd
12 inserting the following: "registration. %&-she
13 chatienged-voteria-registration-was-ecanceted-in-the
14 same-county-where-the-per3on-astiempted-to-vare-because
1S £irse-ciass-matli-other—than-the-regiatration-receipt
16 maited-puranant-to-section-48+-3-was-returned-py-the
17 peatai-service-during-the-four-yeara-preceding-the
18 etection-tn~-progressy-tne-personis-batiot-shati-be
19 eceepted-for-counting-and-tae-ctectorta-regiarrasion
20 sheir-be-reinacated:"
21 39. By renumbering and correcting internal
22 references as necessary.

—

VN R T PRI

By COMMITTZEZ ON STATE GOVERNMENT
CARPENTER of Polk, Chairperson
B-5718 FILED MARCH 28, 1994
&2 A 15 G
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SENATE FILE 2223

H-6000 ‘
Amend the amendment, I-5718, o Senate File 2223,

2 as passed by trhe Senate, as follows:

3 1. Page 3, line 7, by striking the words "atcer
4 line 24" ard inserting the folloving: “"before line
5 25".

—

By HANSON oI Delaware

H-6000 ~ILED APRIL 6, 1994
S T

e 4
~ SENATE FILE 2223

H-6013

Amend the amendment, E-5718, tc Senate File 2223,
as passed by the Senate, as follcws:

:. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word
"transportation" the following: "and offices of the
job service division of the department of employment

services".

U e L B

By SPENNER of Henry
H-6013 FILED APRIL 6, 1994
#/15/94 (¢ 1747)
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SENATE FILE 2223
i H-6133

E ; Amend the amendmenrt, H-5718, to Senate rile 22235,
as passed by the Senate, as follicws:

1. Page 2, by insertirg alfter line 40, thne
following:

" - Page 5, line
"Regli erat on” awd ins
as otherwise provided &
registration”

. Page 5, by inserting after line 34 the
follewing:

"Sec. . NEW SECTION, 48A.9A ELECTION DAY
REGISTRATION.

l. An eligible eiector may register tO vote anc
vote on cthe day of the election by appear ing in person
at the pcliing place for the precinct in which tne
eligl ib.e elector resides, by completing a vorer
registration form, makiag an catn in the form
prescribed by the secretary of state, ané prov:id
proof of residence. An ellgible elector may pro
residence for purposes of voter registraticon by
meeting 2ne of tfhe fcllowi ng requirements:

a. Shou‘ﬂg a driver’'s .license or noncperat
identification card i1ssued pursuant £0 sectlen
oK 32~.l90, respectively.

b. Showing any documen: approved as proper
tdentification by the secrecary of state by ruie.

¢. Shewing one oI the f¢llewing:

(l)y & current valid student identificazion
from a postseccondary schocl In Icwa if a 1list of
students from that school has been prepared under
section 48A.23 and cer-ified o the county
commissioner in the manner prescribed by the
of state by rule.

(2Y A current
the student's val
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ting the following: '
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reé¢ voter who resides Ln the
in the presence of the election
at the voter personally knows that
i3 a resident of the precinct. A
41 voter who has been wouched for on electicn day shail
42 not sign a proof cof residence ocath wvouching fcr any
43 other eligible elector on that election cay.
44 2. Registration gt the polling place on election
4% day shall be conducted by the election cfficial. The
46 election official who registers an individual at the
47 oo’li"g nlace on election day shall not handle th
43 voter 's ballzct at any t:ime before the opening of
1ot box after the voting ends. Registratigcn £
cath fcrtms shall be avallable at each pciiing
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prace. I1f an eligible elector who registers o vote
on eiection day proves residence oy oath of a
registered voter, the form containlng the 5atn snall
be attached to the elector's voter registration form
cnzil the eiector's address 1s verified by the cuuinty
commissicner. Thne eiection official resporsiole tor
election day registration shall inltial each cowpieted
voter reglistration form.

Yoter registration forms completed on electilon day
shall be forwarded <o the county commissioner wno
shail add the name of each voter ¢ the registration
list unless =he information forwarded is inadequate
for the commissioner to make a determinacion that tne
elector is qualified to vote. In such case, the
commissioner shall send an acknowledgement to the
eligible elector pursuant to section 48A.26,
subsection 3. A vorter registration form compietecd on
election day shail not be found inadequate solely
because the registered vecter who provided procf of
residence was lneligible to do so.

3. The commissioner shail provide each precinct
with an accurate precinct map to assist the election
cfficial in determining whether an address is lccated
in zhat precinct.

4. The electicn official responsible for election
day registration shall keep a record of the numoer of
persons who attempt to register to vote on election
day but who cannot prov.de prcocof of residence as
required by this section. The record shall be
forwarded to the county commissioner with the election
retutns for that precinct."”

. Page 6, line 2, by inserting after the word
“form” the following: ", and proof of identification
if the registered voter submits the voter registration
form at the polling place on the day of the
election,”.

. Page 6, by striking line 3 and inserting the
following: "commissioner in order to vote in that
county.""

2. Page 3, by inserting after line 26 the
following:

" . Page 15, by inserting before line 13 the
followling:

"3. Postsecondary schools that enroll students
accepting state or federal financial aid may provide
each full-time student a student identification card
that contains the enrolling student's photograph and
name. Postsecondary schools that enroll students
accepting state or federal financial aid may prepare a
list of students currently enrolled in the school and

H-6133 -
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student’'s current address. The list shail
certified and sent tO the appropriate coun
commissioner focr use in election day regls

provided in secticn 48A.9A.""
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2. By rengwoe:i.c and correcting i

references as necessary.

H-6133 FILED aPRIL 12, 1994

Amend the amendment, E-5718, &
as passed by the Senate as fgoliow

da (A3 B B

V«lTHDRAWN
ﬁf,/ A 9’
SENATE fFILE 2223

Senate

0O
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[
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Page 3, Dy striking lines 3 -hrough 6.

By renumbering &s necessary.
By HALVORSON of
TILED APRIL 13, 1994
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SENATE FILE 2223

H-6173 .
1 Amend Senate File 2223, as passed by the Senate, as
2 follows: :
.3 1. Page 5, line 10, by striking the word
4 "Registration" and inserting the following: "“Except
5 as otherwise provided in section 48A.94,
6 registration".
7 2. Page 5, by inserting after line 34 the
8 following:
9 "Sec. . NEW SECTION. 48A.9A ELECTION DAY
10 REGISTRATION.
11 1. An eligible elector may register to vote and
12 vote on the day of the election by appearing in person

50

at the polling place for the precinct in which the
eligible elector resides, by completing a voter
registration form, making an oath in the form
prescribed by the secretary of state, and providing
proof of residence. An eligible elector may prove
residence for purposes of voter registration by
meeting one of the following requirements:

a. Showing a driver's license or nonoperator's
identification card issued pursuant to section 321.189
or 321.190, respectively.

b. Showing any document approved as proper
identification by the secretary of state by rule.

c. Showing one of the following:

(1) A current valid student identification card
from a postsecondary school in Iowa if a list of
students from that school has been prepared under
section 48A.23 and certified to the county
commissioner in the manner prescribed by the secretary
of state by rule.

(2) A current student fee statement that contains
the student's valid address in the precinct together
with a picture identification card.

d. Having a reglstered voter who re51des in the
precinct sign an oath in the presence of the election
official vouching that the voter personally knows that
the eligible elector is a resident of the precinct. A
voter who has been vouched for on election day shall
not sign a proof of residence oath vouching for any
other eligible elector on that election day.

2. Registration at the polling place on election
day shall be conducted by the election official. The
election official who registers an individual at the
polling place on election day shall not handle that
voter's ballot at any time before the opening of the
ballot box after the voting ends. Registration forms
and ocath forms shall be available at each polling
place. If an eligible elector who registers to vote
on election day proves residence by oath of a

H-6173 ~-1-
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registered voter, tne form containing the oath shall
be attached to the elector's voter registration form
until the elector's address is verified by the county
commissioner. The election official responsible for
eiection day registration shall initial eacnh completed
voter registration form.

Voter registration forms compieted on election day
shall be forwarded to the county commissioner who
shall add the name of each voter to the registration
list unless the information forwarded is 1lnacequate
for the commissioner to make a determination that the
elector is qualified to vote. In such case, the
commissioner shall send an acknowledgement to the
eligible elector pursuant to section 48A.26,
subsection 3. A voter registration form ccmpleted on
election day shall not be found inadequate solely
because the registered voter who provided prcoi of
residence was ineiigible to do so.

3. The commissioner shali provide each precinc:
wizh an accurate precinct map to assist the election
official in determining whether an address is located
in that precinct.

4. The election official responsible for election
day registration shall keep a record of the numoer of
persons who attempt to register to vote On election
day but who cannot provide proof of residence as
required by this section. The record shall be
forwarded to the county commissioner with the election
returns for that precinct."

3, Page 6, line 2, by inserting after the word
"form" the foliowing: ", and proof of identification
if the registered voter submits the voter registration
form at the polling piace on the day of the
election,".

4. Page 6, by striking line 3 and inserting the
following: “commissioner in order to vote in that
county."

S. Page 15, by inserting before line 13 the
following:

“3., Postsecondary schools that enroll students
accepting state or federal financial aid may provide
eacnh full-time student a student identification card
that contains the earolling student's photograph and
name. Postsecondary schools that enroll students
accepting state or federal financial aid may prepare a
list of students currently enrolled in the school and
residing in the school's housing or within ten miles
of the school's campus. The list shall irnclude each
student's current address. The list shall be
cerctified and sent to the appropriate county

H-6173 ) -2-
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H-6173
Page 3
1l commissioner for use in election day registration as

2 provided in section 48A.9A."
@ 3 6. By renumbering and correcting internal

4 references as necessary.
By BEATTY of Warren

H-6173 FILED APRIL 14, 1994 WITHDRA
‘{4/5”?9‘ )
SENATE FILE 2223 (/‘? 7%,
H-6234

)

1 Amend the amendment, H-5718, to Senate File 2223,
2 as passed by the Senate, as follows:

3 1. Page 3, by inserting after line 39 the

4 following:

5 "This section shall not appdy to state statutory
6 political committees, as defined in section 43.111."

By CHURCHILL of Polk
H-6234 FILED APRIL 15, 1994
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SENATE FILE 2223

H-6208

1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
0
1
2
3

— e

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
. 38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

By

Amend the amendment, H-5718, to Senate File 2223,
as passed by the Senate, as folliows:

1. By striking page 1, line 18 through page 2,
line 38, and inserting the following:

“1. The residence of a person 1s in the precincet
where the person's home or dwelling is located.

2. A residence for purposes of this chapter cannct
be established in a commercial or industrial building
that is not normally used for residential purposes
unless the building is used as a primary nighttime
residence.

3. A person does not lose residence if the person
leaves the person's home to reside temporarily in
another state or precinct.

4. If a person goes to another state or precinct
and files an affidavit of residence in that state or
precinct for election purposes, the person loses
residence in the former state or precinct, unless the
person moved to the other state after that state's
deadline for registering to vote in a particular
electlion.

5. A student who resides at or near the school the
student attends, but who is also able to claim a
residence at another location under the provisions of
this section, may choose either location as the
student's residence for voter registration and voting
purposes.

6. If an active member of the United States armed
forces, as defined by section 53.37, has previously
resided at a location that meets the requirements of
this section, that person may claim either that
previous residence or the person's current residence
as the person's residence fcor voter registration and
votlng purposes.

7. Notwithstanding subsections 1 througn &, the
residence of a homeless person is in the precinct
where the homeless person usually sleeps. Residence
requirements shall be construed liberally to prov:ide
homeless persons with the opportunity to register to
vote and to vote.

8. A person's declaration of residency £for voter
registration and voting purposes is presumed to be
valid unless a preponderance of evidence indicates
that another location should be considered the
person’'s voting residence under the provisions of this
chapter.”

HANSON of Delaware KISTLER of Jefferson
BEATTY of Warren MARTIN of Scot:
HALVORSON of Webster

H-6208 FILED APRIL 14, &994
9
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SENATE CLIP SHEET

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO
SENATE FILE 2223

5-5675
. @ Amend Senate File 2223, as passed by the Senate, as
follows:
l. Page 1, by inserting after line 29 the follow-
ing: ~
"4, "Voter registration agency' means an agency
designated to conduct voter registration under section
48A.19. Offices of the driver services division of
the state department of transportation are not voter
registration agencies."
2. Page 1, line 30, by striking the figure "4"
and inserting the following: "5".
3. Page 4, by inserting after line 16 the
following:
“Sec. . NEW SECTION. 48A.S5A DETERMINATION OF
15 RESIDENCE.
16 Residence shall be determined in accordance with
17 the following principles:
18 l. The residence of a person is in the precinct
19 where the person's home or dwelling is located.
20 2. A residence for purposes of this chapter cannot
21 be established in a commercial or industrial building
22 that 1s not normally used for residential purposes
23 unless the building 1s used as a primary nighttime
24 residence.
25 3. A person does not lose residence if the person
26 leaves the person's home to reside temporarily in
27 another state or precinct.
28 4. If a person goes to another state or precinct
29 and files an affidavit of residence in that state or
30 precinct for election purposes, the person loses
31 residence in the former state or precinct, unless the
32 person moved to the other state after that state's
33 deadline for registering to vote in a particular
34 election.
35 5. A student who resides at or near the school the
36 student attends, but who is also able to claim a
37 residence at another location under the provisions of
38 this section, may choose either location as the
39 student's residence for voter registration and voting
40 purposes.
41 6. If an active member of the United States armed
42 forces, as defined by section 53.37, has previously
43 resided at a locaticn that meets the requirements of
44 this section, that person may claim either that
45 previous residence or the person's current residence
46 as the person's residence for voter registration and
47 voting purposes.
48 7. Notwithstanding subsections 1 through 6, the
49 residence of a homeless person is in the precinct
50 where the homeless person usually sleeps. Residence

g §-5675 -1-
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S-5675

Page 2
requirements shall be construed liberally to provide
homeless persons with the opportunity to register to .
vote and to vote.

8. A person's declaration of residency for voter

-registration and voting purposes is presumed to be
valid unless a preponderance of evidence indicates
that another location should be considered the
person's voting residence under the provisions of this
chapter.

4. Page 4, line 34, by striking the word
"drivers'” and inserting the following: "driver's".

5. Page 7, line 20, by inserting after the word
"and" the following: "the information”.

6. Page 9, line 13, by striking the figure
"483.8" and inserting the following: "48A.16".

7. Page 11, line 2, by striking the word
"DRIVERS'" and inserting the following: "DRIVER'S".

8. Page 12, line 2, by striking the words "state
funded" and inserting the following: "state-funded".

9. Page 12, line 10, by inserting after the word
"rights" the following: "or its successor agency”.

10. Page 12, line 12, by inserting after the word
"rights" the following: ‘"or its successor agency”.

11. Page 12, by striking lines 13 and 14.

12. Page 12, by striking lines 21 through 24 and
inserting the following: “the United States armed
forces recruiting offices."

13. Page 12, by inserting after line 24 the
following:

" . Agencies designated to provide voter
registration services shall provide the following
services:

a. Distribution of a voter registration form
either on paper or electronic medium.

b. Assistance to registrants in completing voter
registration forms, unless the registrant refuses
assistance.

c. Acceptance of completed voter registration
forms for transmittal as required in section 48A.21.

14. Page 14, line 2, by striking the word
"application”.

15. Page 14, line 19, by striking the word
"DRIVERS'" and inserting the following: "DRIVER'S".

16. Page 14, line 23, by striking the word
"drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's".

17. Page 14, line 25, by striking the word
"drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's"

48 18. Page 15, by inserting after line 1§ the

49 following:

50 "Sec. . NEW SECTION. 48A.25 COMPENSATION FOR
S$-5675 -2-
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49
50

ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING REGISTRATION FORMS.

A person may pay, offer to pay, or accept
compensation for assisting others 1n completing voter
registration forms only if the compensation is based
solely on the time spent providing the assistance.
Paying, offering to pay, or receiving compensation
based on the number of registration forms completed,
or the party affiliations shown on completed
registration forms, or on any other performance
criteria, is a serious misdemeanor.

This section shall not apply to state statutory
political committees, as defined in secticn 43.111.

This section shall not apply to state and political
subdivision employees who are required to offer
assistance to clients as a part of their regular job
duties, and who shall not be granted additional
compensation for voter registration activities. A
person assisting another in completing a voter
registration form shall not complete any portion of
the form without the knowledge or consent of the
registrant."”

19. Page 16, line 12, by striking the figure
"48A.27," and inserting the following: "48A.29,".

20. Page 17, line 4, by striking the word
"drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's",

21. Page 17, line 16, by striking the word
“notice" and inserting the following: “form".

22. Page 19, line 9, by striking the word "form"
and inserting the following: “card".

23. Page 19, by striking lines 34 and 35 and
inserting the following: "the notice required by
paragraph “"c¢" shall include a statement that
registration in",

24, Page 21, line 9, by striking the word
"section™ and inserting the following: "subsection".

25. Page 21, line 32, by inserting after the word
"notice" the following: "and return card".

26. Page 22, line 4, by striking the word "form"
and inserting the following: ‘"card".

27. Page 22, line 15, by striking the words
*changed residence" and inserting the following:
"moved".

28. Page 23, line 12, by striking the word "an"
and inserting the following: "the primary or general
election and at least eleven days before any other".

29. Page 24, line 12, by inserting after the word
"court" the following: ', or the United States
attorney,".

30. Page 24, line 15, by inserting after the word
"law." the following: "The clerk of district court

5-5675 -3~
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Page 4
gshall send notice of a felony conviction to the state
2 registrar of voters. The registrar shall determine in
which county the felon is registered to vote, if any,
and shall notify the county commissioner of
‘registration for that county of the felony
conviction."

31. Page 24, line 20, by striking the figure
"48A.28" and inserting the following: "48A.29".

32. Page 25, by striking lines 23 and 24 and
inserting the following: "shall be kept by the voter
registration agency for twenty-two months after the
next general election after which time the agency may
destroy the records.”

33. Page 26, line 9, by striking the figure
"48A.31" and inserting the following: "48a.32".

34. Page 26, line 19, by striking the word
Ileitherll .

35. Page 29, by striking lines 28 through 34, and
inserting the following: . . L

"d. Files a challenge under section 48A.14 which
the challenger knows contains false information
pertaining to the reasons the registration is being
challenged.

e. Willfully or knowingly intimidates or
threatens, or attempts to intimidate or threaten, any
person for registering to vote or attempting to
register to vote, or intimidates, threatens, or
coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or
coerce any person to register to vote or to attempt to
register to vote."

36. Page 30, by striking lines 4 through 10.

37. By striking page 30, line 32 through page 31,
line 1.

38. Page 35, by striking lines 3 through ¢ and
inserting the following: "registration. Zf-the
ehatlenged-voteris-registration-was-canceted-tn-the
same-county-where-the-person-attempted-te-vote-beecause
firat-ctass-mati-other-than-the-registration-receipt
maiied-pursuant-to-section-48-3-was-returned-by-the
postai-service-during-the-four-years-preceding-the
etection-rn-progress;-the-peraonis-batiot-ahati-be
accepted-for—-counting-and-the-etectorias-regratration
shaii-be-reinstated:-"

39. By renumbering and correcting internal
references as necessary.

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE

S-5675 FILED APRIL 15, 1994 _Lence pomeared s///;/¢/@. yETY




SENATE FILE 2223
S-5720 ,

Amend the House amendment, S$-5675, to Senate File
2223, as passed by the Senate as follows:

1. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word
"transportation” the following: "and offices of the
job service division of the department of employment
services".

By WILMER RENSINK

$-5720 FILED APRIL 18, 1994
LOST{yx/zég)
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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to voter registration, implementing the federal
National Voter Registration Act, and providing penalties and
an effective date. .

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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SUBCHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 48A.1 STATEMENT OF INTENT.

It is the intent of the general assembly to facilitate the
registration of eligible residents of this state through the
widespread availability of voter registration services. This
chapter and other statutes relating to voter registration are
to be liberally construed toward this end. |

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 48A.2 DEFINITIONS.

The definitions established by this section and section
39.3 shall apply wherever the terms so defined appear in this
chapter, unless the context in which any such term is used

clearly requires otherwise.

1. "Commissioner of registration" means the county
commissioner of elections as defined in section 47.2.

2, "Homeless person" means a person who lacks a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence and who has a
primary nighttime residence that is one of the following:

a. A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter
designed to provide temporary living accomodations.

b. An institution that provides a temporary residence for
persons intended to be institutionalized.

¢c. A public or private place not designed for, or
ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accomodation for human
beings.

3. "Mentally incompetent person" means a person who has

been legally determined to be severely or profoundly mentally

retarded, or has been found incompetent in a proceeding held
pursuant to section 229.27.

4. "Voter registration form" means an application to
register to vote which must be completed by any person
registering to vote. '

Sec¢., 3. NEW SECTION. 48A.3 (COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION.

The county commissioner of elections is designated the

commissioner of registration for the county, and may appoint

-1-
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deputies and assistants, subject to the approval of the county
board of supervisors, necessary to carry out the
commissioner's responsibilities under this chapter and under
rules of the state voter registration commission and the state
registrar of voters.
Sec. 4. NEW SECTION, 48A.4 QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS.
Before undertaking any voter registration duties, each

voter registration officer, deputy, or assistant in whatever
capacity, or clerk in the office of commissioner shall take an
oath in the form prescribed by the state commissioner of
elections.
SUBCHAPTER II
QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 48A.5 VOTER QUALIFICATIONS.

l. An eligible elector wishing to vote in elections in
Iowa shall register to vote as required by this chapter.

2. To be qualified to register to vote an eligible elector
shall:

a. Be a citizen of the United States.

b. Be an Iowa resident. A person's residence, for voting
purposes only, is the place which the person declares is the
person's home with the intent to remain there permanently or
for a definite, or indefinite or indeterminable length of
time. A person who 1s homeless or has no established

residence may declare residence in a precinct by describing on
the voter registration form a place to which the person often

returns.
c. Be at least eighteen years of age. Completed
registration forms shall be accepted from registrants who are

at least seventeen and a half years of age, however, the
registration shall not be effective until the registrant
reaches the age of eighteen.

d. Not claim the right to vote in more than one place., A
registrant shall be presumed to revoke any earlier claim of
residence for voter registration purposes.

_2_
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3. If a person who meets the requirements set forth in
subsection 2 moves to a new residence, either in Iowa or
outside Iowa, and does not meet the voter requirements at the
person's new residence, the person may vote at the person's
former precinct in Iowa until the person meets the voter
requirements of the person's new residence. However, a person
who has moved to a new residence and fails to register to vote
at the person's new residence after becoming eligible to do so
shall not be entitled to vote at the person's former precinct
in Iowa.

4. A citizen of the United States who lives outside of the
United States has the right to register and vote as if the
person were a resident of a precinct in Iowa if the citizen
was an eligible elector of Iowa immediately before leaving the
United States. A citizen who was not old enough to register
to vote before leaving the United States but who met all of
the other requirements for voter registration at that time
also has the right to register and vote as if the person were
a resident of a precinct in Jowa. This right applies even
though while living outside the United States the citizen does
not have a residence or other address in the precinct, and the
citizen has not determined whether to return to Iowa. To
qualify to vote in Iowa a United States citizen living outside
the United States shall:

a. Comply with all applicable requirements of sections
53.37 to 53.53 relating to absentee ballots for members of the
armed forces and other citizens living outside the United
States.

b. Not maintain a residence, shall not be registered to
vote, and shall not vote in any other state, territory, or
possession of the United States.

¢. Possess a valid passport or identity card and
registration issued under authority of the United States
secretary of state, or, if the citizen does not possess a
valid passport or card of identity or registration, an

_3_
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alternative form of identification consistent with the
provisions of applicable federal and state requirements.

5. If a United States citizen living outside the United
States meets the requirements for voting, except for
residence, has never lived in the United States, and has a
parent who meets the definition of a member of the armed
forces of the United States under section 53.37, the citizen
is eligible to register to vote and vote at the same voting
residence claimed by the citizen's parent.

6. The deadlines for voter registration shall not apply to
a person who has been discharged from military service within
thirty days preceding the date of an election. The person
shall present to the precinct election official a copy of the
person's discharge papers. The person shall complete a voter
registration form and give it to the official before being
permitted to vote.

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 48A.6 DISQUALIFIED ELECTORS.

The following persons are disqualified from registering to

vote and from voting:

1. A person who has been convicted of a felony as defined
in section 701.7, or convicted of an offense classified as a
felony under federal law. 1If the perscon's rights are later
restored by the governor, or by the president of the United
States, the person may register to vote.

2. A person who has been legally determined to be mentally
incompetent. Certification by the clerk of the district court
that any such person has been found no longer incompetent by a
court shall qualify such person to again be an elector,
subject to the other provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 48A.7 REGISTRATION IN PERSON.

An eligible elector may register to vote by appearing

personally and completing a voter registration form at the
office of the commissioner in the county in which the person
resides, at a motor vehicle drivers®' license station, or at

any voter registration agency. A separate registration form

-4-
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shall be signed by each individual registrant.

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 48A.8 REGISTRATION BY MAIL.

An eligible elector may register to vote by completing a
mail registration form. The form may be mailed or delivered
by the registrant or the registrant's designee to the
commissioner in the county where the person resides. A
separate registration form shall be signed by each individual

registrant.
Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 48A.9 VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINES.
1. Registration closes at five p.m. eleven days before

each election except primary and general elections. For
primary and general elections, registration closes at five
p.m. ten days before the election. An eligible elector may
register during the time registration is closed in the
elector's precinct but the registration shall not become
effective until registration opens again in the elector's
precinct.

2. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight a.m.
until at least five p.m. on the day registration closes before
each regularly scheduled election, |

3. A registration form submitted by mail shall be
considered on time if it is postmarked no later than the
fifteenth day before the election, even if it is received by
the commissioner after the deadline, or if the registration
form is received by the commissioner no later than five p.m.
on the last day to register to vote for an election, even if
it is postmarked after the fifteenth day before the election.

4. Registration forms submitted to voter registration
agencies or to motor vehicle driver's license stations shall
be considered on time if they are received no later than five
p.m. on the day registration closes for that election.
Offices or agencies other than the county commissioner's
office are not required to be open for voter registration
purposes at times other than their usuval office hours.

Sec., 10. NEW SECTION. 48A.10 REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

_5_,
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If a registered voter moves to a different county, the
person shall submit a completed voter registration form to the
commissioner in order to be qualified to vote in that county.
An otherwise eligible elector whose right to vote has been
restored pursuant to chapter 914 or who has been found not to
be mentally incompetent may register to vote.

SUBCHAPTER III
FORMS AND PROCEDURES FOR VOTER REGISTRATION

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 48A.11 VOTER REGISTRATION FORM,

1. Each voter registration form shall provide space for
the reglstrant to provide the following information:

a. The county where the registrant resides.

b. The registrant's name,

c. The address at which the registrant resides and claims
as the registrant's residence for vdting purpoées.

d. The registrant's mailing address if it is different
from the residence address,

e. Social security number of the registrant (optional to
provide).

f. Date of birth.

g. Sex,

h. Residential telephone number (optional to provide).

i. Political party registration.

j. The name and address appearing on the registrant's
previous voter registration.

k. A space for a rural resident toc provide township and
section number, and such additional information as may be
necessary to describe the location of the rural resident's

home.
1. A sgpace for a registrant who is homeless or who has no
established residence to provide such information as may be

necessary to describe a place to which the person often

returns.
m. A statement that lists each eligibility requirement,
contains an attestation that the registrant meets all of the

-f-




W N N bW

W W W W W w N NN RN N D N H e b e e
U1thHD\OQ\JO\U‘IthHO\DOD-JO\U\-waHO\Q

requirements, and requires the signature of the registrant
under penalty of perjury.

n. A space for the registrant's signature and the date
signed.

2. The voter registraﬁion form shall include, in print
that is identical to the attestation portion of the form, the
following:

a. Each voter eligibility requirement.

b. The penalty provided by law for submission of a false
voter registration form, which shall be the penalty for
perjury as provided by section 902.9, subsection 4.

3. Voter registration forms used by voter registration
agencies under section 48A.19 shall include the following
statements:

a. If a person declines to register to vote, the fact that
the person has declined to register will remain confidential
and will be used only for voter registration purposes.

b. If a person does register to vote, the office at which
the registrant submits a voter registration form will remain
confidential and will be used only for voter registration
purposes.

4. Voter registration forms may be on paper or electronic
media.

5. All forms for voter registration shall be prescribed by
rule adopted by the state voter registration commission.

Sec. 12, NEW SECTION. 48A.12 FEDERAL MAIL VOTER
REGISTRATION FORM,

The mail voter registration form prescribed by the federal

election commission shall be accepted for voter registration
in Iowa if all required information is provided, if it is
signed by the registrant, and if the form is timely received.
The state commissioner of elections shall make the federal
mail voter registration forms available for distribution to
governmental and private entities, with particular emphasis on
making them available to organized voter registration entities

-7-
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and programs.
Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 48A.13 ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES ON

VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS.

Electronic signatures shall be accepted. Bowever, before
the use of electronic signatures is accepted on voter
registration forms, the state voter registration commission
shall prescribe by rule the technological requirements for
guaranteeing the security and integrity of electronic
signatures.

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 48A.14 CHALLENGES OF VOTER
REGISTRATIONS.

1. The registration of a registered voter may be
challenged by another registered voter of the same county
subject to the conditions and limitations of this section. A
challenge shall be a statement in writing to the commissioner
alleging one or more of the following reasons the challenged
registrant's registration should not have been accepted or

should be canceled:

a. The challenged registrant is not a citizen of the
United States.

b. The challenged registrant is less than seventeen and
one-half years of age.

c. The challenged registrant is not a resident at the
address where the registrant is registered.

d. The challenged registrant has falsified information on
the registrant's registration form.

é. The challenged registrant has been convicted of a
felony, and the registrant's voting rights have not been

restored.
f. The challenged registrant has been adjudged mentally
incompetent by a court of law and no subsequent proceeding has

reversed that finding.

2. A challenge shall not contain allegations against more
than one registered voter.

3. A challenge shall contain a statement signed by the

_8_
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challenger in substantially the following form: "I swear or
affirm that information contained on this challenge is true.
I understand that knowingly filing a challenge containing
false information is a serious misdemeanor."

4. A challenge may be filed at any time. A challenge
filed less than seventy days before a regularly scheduled
election shall not be processed until after the pending
election unless the challenge is filed within twenty days of
the commissioner's receipt of the challenged registrant's
registration form or notice of change to an existing
registration.

5. A challenger may withdraw a challenge at any time
before the hearing held pursuant to section 48A.8 by notifying
the commissioner in writing of the withdrawal.

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 48A.15 COMMISSIONER'S ACTION UPON
RECEIPT OF CHALLENGE OR WITHDRAWAL.

l. A challenge is valid if it meets the criteria in
section 48aA.14, subsections 1, 2, and 3.

2. Upon receipt of a challenge which is not valid, the
commissioner shall notify the challenger of the reason the
challenge is not valid, and shall take no further action
regarding the challenge.

3. Upon receipt of a valid challenge, the commissioner
shall, within five working days, notify the challenged
registrant and the challenger of the date, time, and place of
a hearing on the matter of the challenge, to be held not less
than twenty nor more than thirty days from the commissioner's
receipt of the challenge. The notice of a hearing shall
include a copy of the challenge, and shall advise the
challenged registrant that the registrant may personally
appear at the hearing, or may submit to the commissioner
before the hearing evidence, documentation, or statements

refuting the challenge.
4, The notice prescribed by subsection 3 shall be sent by
first class forwardable mail to the challenged registrant at

_.9_.
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the registrant's most recent mailing address according to the
registration records.

5. 1If the challenge is withdrawn, the commissioner shall
immediately notify the challenged registrant of the
withdrawal, and shall cancel the scheduled hearing.

6. If the challenged registrant notifies the commissioner
that the challenged registrant wishes to appear in perscn but
1s unable to do so on the date scheduled, the commissioner may
reschedule the hearing.

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 48A.16 HEARING ON CHALLENGE.

1. At the time and place fixed for the hearing, the
commissioner shall accept evidence on the challenge from the
challenger and the challenged registrant, or from any person
appearing on behalf of either, and review any documents or
statements pertaining to the challenge received before the
hearing. On the basis of the evidence submitted, the
commissioner shall either reject the challenge or cancel the
registration of the challenged registrant. Either the
challenged registrant or the challenger may appeal the
commissioner‘'s decision to the district court in the
commissioner's county, and the decision of the court shall be

final.

2. 1If a challenged registrant does not personally appear
at the hearing and the challenged registrant's registratior is
canceled, the commissioner shall immediately notify the
challenged registrant of the cancellation by first class
forwardable mail sent to the challenged registrant's most
recent mailing address according to the registration records.

SUBCHAPTER IV
PLACES TO REGISTER

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 48A.17 REGISTRATION AT
COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. .

A person who meets the qualifications to vote may appear in
person at the office of the county commissioner of

registration and apply to register to vote,

-10-
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Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 48A.18 VOTER REGISTRATION AT MOTOR
VEHICLE DRIVERS' LICENSE STATIONS.

1. FEach state motor vehicle driver's license application,
including any renewal application or application for a
nonoperator's identification card, submitted to the driver
services division of the state department of transportation
shall serve as an application for voter registration unless
the applicant declines to register to vote. A completed voter
registration form submitted to the driver services division of
the state department of transportation shall be considered to

update any previous voter registration by the registrant.

2. A change of address form submitted to the driver
services division of the state department of transportation
shall serve as a change of address for voter registration
purposes unless the registrant states on the form that the
change of address is not for voter registration purposes.

3. Information relating to the refusal of an applicant for
a driver's license to apply to register to vote shall not be
used for any purpose other than voter registration.

4. Forms and procedures used by the driver services
division for voter registration and a schedule for
transmission of voter registration forms from the division to
the county commissioner of registration shall be prescribed by
the state voter registration commission by rule,

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 48A.19 VOTER REGISTRATION
AGENCIES.

1. The following state agencies are responsible for voter

registration:

a. All state offices that have direct client contact and
provide applications for public assistance, including but not
limited to offices administering the following programs:

(l) Food stamps.

(2) Medical assistance under chapter 249A.

{3) Iowa family investment program.

(4) Special supplemental food program for women, infants,

_11_
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and children.

b. All offices that provide state funded programs
primarily engaged in providing services to persons with
disabilities, including but not limited to all of the
following:

(1) Department for the blind.

(2) Division of vocational rehabilitation services of the
department of education.

(3) Deaf services division of the department of human
rights.

{4) Division of persons with disabilities of the
department of human rights.

{5) Other state-funded offices which shall be identified
by the secretary of state by rule.

An agency designated a voter registration agency under this
paragraph which provides services to persons with disabilities
in their homes shall provide voter registration services at
the clients' homes.

¢c. Other federal and state agencies designated to provide
voter registration services include, but are not limited to,
the following:

(1) United States armed forces recruiting offices.

(2) Other agencies or offices designated voter
registration agencies by the secretary of state by rule.

2. The voter registration agency shall provide voter
registration services with each application for services or
assistance and with each recertification, renewal, or change
of address form completed relating to the agency's services.
The secretary of state shall adopt administrative rules in
cooperation with voter registration agencies to carry out the
requirements of this section,

3. The voter registration agency shall provide a form to
applicants that includes all of the following:

a. The guestion, "If you are not registered to vote where
you live now, would you like to apply to register to vote here

_12_
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today?"

b. If the agency provides public assistance, the
statement, "Applying to register or declining to register to
vote will not affect the amount of assistance that you will be
provided by this agency." '

¢. Boxes for the applicant to check and choices in
substantially the following form:

" . I want to register to vote.

___« I do not want to register to vote."

The following statement shall be printed near the choices
and shall be printed in large, readable type:

"1f you do not check either box, you will be considered to
have decided not to register to vote at this time."

d. The statement, "If you would like help in filling out
the voter registration form, we will help you. The decision
whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may f£ill out the
application form in private."

However, in those voter registration agencies where
electronic forms are used, the following statement shall be
used: "If you want to £ill out the form in private, a
separate paper form for voter registration will be provided."

e. The statement, "If you believe that someone has
interfered with your right to register or to decline to
register to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether to
register or in applying to register to vote, or your right to
choose your own political party or other political preference,
you may file a complaint with the state voter registration
commission”. The name, address, and telephone number of the
voter registration commission shall complete the statement.

The voter registration agency may distribute the voter
registration form either on paper or by electronic medium.

4. The voter registration agency shall provide each
applicant who chooses to register to vote the same degree of
assistance in completing the registration form as is provided
by the office for the completion of its own forms unless the

_13_
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applicant refuses such assistance.

5. Completed voter registration application forms shall be
transmitted as provided in section 48A.21.

Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 48A.20 PROHIBITED ACTS BY VOTER
REGISTRATION AGENCY EMPLOYEES.

A person who provides voter registration services as

required by this subchapter shall not:

1., Seek to influence an applicant's political preference
or party registration. _

2. Display a political preference or party affiliation.

3. Make any statement to an applicant or take any action
which has the purpose or effect of discouraging the applicant
from registering to vote.

4, Make any statement to an applicant or take any action
which has the purpose or effect of leading the applicant to
believe that a decision to regiéter or not to register to vote
has any bearing on the availability of services or benefits.

Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 48A.21 TRANSMISSION OF FORMS FROM
AGENCIES AND DRIVERS' LICENSE STATIONS.

The state registrar of voters shall adopt administrative

rules regulating the transmission of completed voter
registration forms from voter registration agencies and from
drivers' license stations. All completed voter registration
applications in the possession of a voter registration agency
or a drivers' license station at five p.m. on the last work
day of each week shall be transmitted to the location
designated by the state registrar of voters by rule.
Procedures or requirements for more frequent transmissions may
be specified by rule.

Sec. 22. NEW SECTION, 48A.22 VOTER REGISTRATION BY
VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS.

The secretary of state shall encourage volunteer

organizations to undertake voter registration drives by
providing mail registration forms at the cost of production.
Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 48A.23 REGISTRATION AT EDUCATIONAL
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INSTITUTIONS., .

1. At least twice during each school year, the board of
directors of each school district operating a high school and
the authorities in charge of each accredited nonpublic school
shall offer the opportunity to register to vote to each
student who is at least seventeen and one~-half years of age.

2. A1l postsecondary schools, including but not limited
to, colleges, universities, and trade and technical schools
which receive state funding shall offer the opportunity to
register to vote to each student at least once each year.
Students shall be provided with the federal voter registration
form or the Iowa voter registration form, as applicable.

Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 48A.24 VQTER REGISTRATION FORMS IN
INCOME TAX RETURNS AND BOOKLETS.

For odd-numbered tax years, the director of revenue and
finance shall insert securely in each individual income tax
return form or instruction booklet two voter registration
forms, designed according to rules adopted by the state voter .

registration commission.
Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 48A.25 COMPENSATION FOR ASSISTANCE

IN COMPLETING REGISTRATION FORMS.
A person may pay, offer to pay, or accept compensation for

assisting others in completing voter registration forms or
applications only if the compensation is based solely on the
time spent providing the assistance. Paying, offering to pay,
or receiving compensation based on the number of applications
completed, or the party affiliations shown on completed
applications, or on any other performance criteria, is a
serious misdemeanor. '

This section shall not apply to state and political
subdivision employees who are reguired to offer assistance to
clients as a part of their teguiar job duties, and who shall
not be granted additional compensation for voter registration
activities. A person assisting another in completing a voter
registration form shall not complete any portion of the form
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without the knowledge or consent of the registrant,
- SUBCHAPTER V
PROCESSING VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS
Sec, 26. NEW SECTION. 48A.26 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
REGISTRATION FORM.
1. Within seven working days of receipt of a voter

registration form or change of information in a voter
registration record the commissioner shall send an
acknowledgement to the registrant at the mailing address shown
on the registration form. The acknowledgement shall be sent
by first class nonforwardable mail.

2. If the registration form appears on its face to be
complete and proper, the acknowledgement shall state that the
registrant is now a registered voter of the county. The
acknowledgement shall also specify the name of the precinct
and the usual polling place for the precinct in which the
person is now registered. The acknowledgement may include the
political party affiliation most recently recorded by the
registrant.

3. If the registration form is missing required
information, the acknowledgement shall advise the applicant
what additional information is required. The commissioner
shall enclose a new registration by mail form for the
applicant to use. If the registration form has no address,
the commissioner shall make a reasonable effort to determine
where the acknowledgement should be sent.

4. If the acknowledgement is returned as undeliverable by
the United States postal service, the commissioner shall
follow the procedure described in section 48A.27, subsection
1.

5. 1If a registrant has not supplied enough information on
a registration form for the commissioner to determine the
correct precinct and other districts, the commissioner shall
obtain the information as gquickly as possible either from the

registrant or other sources available to the commissioner.
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6. An improperly addressed or delivered registration form
shall be forwarded to the appropriate county commissioner of
registration within two working days after it is received by
any other official. The date of registration shall be the
date the registration form was received by the first official.
If the registration form was postmarked fifteen or more days
before an election and the registration form was received by
the first official after the close of registration, the
registration form shall be considered on time for the
election.

7. When a person who is at least seventeen and one-half
years of age but less than eighteen years of age registers to
vote, the commissioner shall maintain a record of the
registration so as to clearly indicate that it will not take
effect until the registrant's eighteenth birthday and that the
person is registered and gualifies to vote at any election
held on or after that date.

Sec. 27. NEW SECTION., 48A.27 CHANGES TO VOTER
REGISTRATION RECORDS.

1. Any voter registration form received by any voter

registration agency, drivers' license station, or the
commissioner shall be considered as updating the registrant's
previous registration.

2. a. A person who 1s registered to vote may request
changes in the voter's registration record at any time by
submitting one of the following, as applicable:

(1) A written notice to the county commissioner.

{2) A completed Iowa or federal mail registration form to
the county commissioner.

(3) On election day, a registration form to the precinct
election officials at the precinct of the voter's current
residence. '

{4) B change of address notice to the driver services
division of the state department of transportation.

(5) A change of address notice for voter registratiocn

-17-
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submitted to any voter registration agency.

b. If a change of name, telephone number, or address is
submitted under this subsection, the commissioner shall not
change the party affiliation in the elector's prior
registration other than that indicated by the elector.

3. The commissioner shall make the necessary changes in
the registration records without any action by the registrant
when any of the following events occur:

a. Annexation of territory by a city. When an existing
city annexes territory, the city clerk shall furnish the
commissioner a detailed map of the annexed territory. The
commissioner shall change the registration of persons residing
in that territory to reflect the annexation and the city
precinct to which each of those persons is assigned. If the
commissioner cannot determine the names and addresses of the
persons affected by the annexation, the commissioner shall
send each person who may be involved a letter informing the
person that the person's registration may be in error, and
requesting that each person provide the commissioner with the
information necessary to correct the registration records.

b. Change of official street name or house or building
number by a city or county. When the c¢ity or county changes
the name of a street or the number of a house or other
building in which a person resides, the city clerk or county
board of supervisors shall inform the commissioner of the
change, and the commissioner shall change the registration of
each person affected.

c. Incorporation or discontinuance of a city. When a new
city is incorporated or an existing city is discontinued, the
city clerk shall notify the commissioner. The commissioner
shall change the registration of each person affected.

d. Change of rural route designation of the residence of
the registered voter. The commissioner shall request each
postmaster in the county to inform the commissioner of each
change in rural route designation and the names of the persons

_18_
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affected, and the commissioner shall change the registration
of each person as appropriate.

4. a. A commissioner, either independently or in
cooperation with the state registrar of voters, and in
accordance with rules of fhe state voter registration
commission, may enter into an agreement with a licensed vendor
of the United States postal service participating in the
national change of address program to identify registered
voters of the county who may have moved either within or
outside the county.

b, 1If the information provided by the vendor indicates
that a registered voter has moved to another address within
the county, the commissioner shall change the registration
records to show the new residence address, and shall also mail
a notice of that action to both the former and new addresses.
The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, and
shall include a postage prepaid preaddressed return form by
which the registered voter may verify or correct the address
information. |

c. If the information provided by the vendor indicates
that a registered voter has moved to an address outside the
county, the commissioner shall make the registration record
inactive, and shall mail a notice to the registered voter at
both the former and new addresses. The notice shall be sent
by forwardable first class mail, and shall include a postage
paid preaddressed return form on which the registered voter
may state the registered voter's current address. The notice

shall contain a statement in substantially the following form: -

"Information received from the United States postal service
indicates that you are no longer a resident of, and therefore
not eligible to vote in (name of county) County, Iowa. If
this information is not correct, and you still live in (name
of county) County, please complete and mail the attached
postage paid card at least ten days before the primary or
general election and at least eleven days before any other

_19..
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election at which you wish to vote. 1If the information is
correct and you have moved, please contact a local official in
your new area for assistance in registering there.

If you do not mail in the card, you may be required to show
identification proving your residence in {name of county)
County before being allowed to vote in (name of county)
County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in
an election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before
(date of second general election following the date of the
notice) your name will be removed from the list of voters in
that county. To ensure you receive this notice, it is being
sent to both your most recent registration address and to your
new address as reported by the postal service."

d. If the information provided by the vendor indicates the
registered voter has moved to another county within the state,
the commissioner of the county in which the registered voter
formerly resided shall notify the person that registration in
the county of the person's current residence is required, and
shall provide a mail registration form for the person to use.

e. If a registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to
this subsection and confirms that the registered voter has
moved to a new residence outside the county, the commissioner
shall cancel the registration of the voter.

f. If a registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to
this subsection and states that the registered voter's
residence address has not changed for the purpose of voter
registration, the commissioner shall reinstate the record to
active status, making any other changes directed by the
registrant in the notice.

5. The commissioner shall keep a record of the names and
addresses of the registered voters to whom notices under this
section are sent and the date of the notice. When the return
card from a notice is received by the commissioner, the
commissioner shall record the date it was received and whether
the registrant had moved within the county, moved to an
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address outside the county, or had not changed residence.

Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 48A.28 SYSTEMATIC CONFIRMATION
PROGRAM.

1. Each commissioner shall conduct a systematic program
that makes a reasonable effort to remove from the official
list of registered voters the names of registered voters who
have changed residence from their registration addresses.
Either or both of the methods described in this section may be

used.

2. A commissioner may participate in the United States
postal service national change of address program, as provided
in section 48A.27. The state voter registration commission
shall adopt rules establishing specific requirements for
participation and use of the national change of address
program.

A commissioner participating in the national change of
address program, in the first quarter of each calendar year,
shall send a notice and preaddressed, postage paid return card
by first class forwardable mail to each registered voter whose
name was not reported by the national change of address
program and who has not voted, registered again, or reported a
change to an existing registration during the preceding four
calendar years. The form and language of the notice and
return card shall be specified by the state voter registraticn
commission by rule. A registered voter shall not be sent a
notice and return card under this section more fregquently than
once in a four-year pericd.

3. For a commissioner who is not participating in the
national change of address proéram, in Pebruary of each year
the commissioner shall mail a confirmation notice to each
registered voter in the county. The notice shall be sent by
first class forwardable mail. The notice shall include a
preaddressed, postage paid return card for the use cof the
registered voter or the recipient of the notice. The card
shall contain boxes for the recipient to check to indicate one

-21-~




of the following:

a. That the recipient is the registered voter named on the
card, and is still a resident at the address listed.

b. That the recipient is the registered voter named on the
card, but is no longer a resident of the address listed.

C. That the recipient is not the registered voter named on
the card, and the registered voter named on the card is not a
resident of the address listed.

The form and language of the notice and return card shall
be specified by the state voter registration commission by
rule.

Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 48A.29 PROCEDURE UPON RETURN OF
CONFIRMATION CARD.

l. If a confirmation notice sent pursuant to section
48A.28 is returned as undeliverable by the United States
postal service, the commissioner shall make the fegistration
record inactive and shall mail a notice to the registered
voter at the registered voter's most recent mailing address,
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as shown by the registration records.

The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail,
and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return form on
which the registered voter may state the registered voter's
current address. The notice shall contain a statement in
substantially the following form: "Information received from
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the United States postal service indicates that you are no
longer a resident of (residence address) in (name of county)
County, lowa. If this information is not correct, and you
still live in (name of county) County, please complete and
mail the attached postage paid card at least ten days before
the primary or general election and at least eleven days
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before any other election at which you wish to vote. If the
information is correct, and you have changed residence, please

w
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contact a local official in your new area for assistance in
registering there. If you do not mail in the card, you may be
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required to show identification proving your residence in
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(name of county) County before being allowed to vote in (name
of county) County. If you do not return the card, and you do
not vote in some election in (name of county) County, Iowa on
or before (date of second general election following the date
of the notice) your name will be removed from the list of
voters in that county.”

2. When a detachable return card originally attached to a
confirmation notice is returned indicating that the registered
voter is still a resident cof the address shown on the
registration records, the commissioner shall make a record of
the date the card was received.

3. When a detachable return card originally attached to a
confirmation notice is returned by anyone other than the
registered voter indicating that the registered voter is no
longer a resident of the registration address, the
commissioner shall make the registration record inactive, and
shall mail a notice to the registered voter at the registered
voter's most recent mailing address, as shown by the
registration records.

The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail,
and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return card on
which the registered voter may state the registered voter's
current address. The notice shall contain a statement in
substantialily the following form: "Information received by
this office indicates that you are no longer a resident of
(residence address)} in (name of county) County, Iowa. If the
information is not correct, and you still live at that
address, please compiete and mail the attached postage paid
card at least ten days before an election at which you wish to
vote. If the information is correct, and you have moved
within the county, you may update your registration by listing
your new address on the card and mailing it back. If you have
moved outside the county, please contact a local official in
your new area for assistance in registering there. If you do
not mail in the card, you may be required to show
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identification proving your residence in (name of county)
County before being allowed to vote in (name of county)
County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in
some election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before
(date of second general election following the date of the
notice) your name will be removed from the list of registered
voters in that county."

Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 48A.30 CANCELLATION QOF VOTER
REGISTRATION. |

1. The voter registration of a registered voter shall be
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canceled if any of the following occurs:
a. The registered voter dies. For the purposes of this

e
w m

subsection, the commissioner may accept as evidence of death a
notice from the state registrar of vital statistics forwarded
by the state registrar of voters, a written statement from a
member of the registered voter's household, an obituary in a
newspaper, a written statement from an election official, or a
notice from the clerk of the district court in the county
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where the registered voter died.
b. The registered voter registers to vote in another
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jurisdiction, and the commissioner receives notice of the
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registration from the registration official in the other

8]
o8

jurisdiction.
¢. The registered voter requests the cancellation in
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writing.
For the purposes of this subsection, a confirmation by the
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registered voter that the registered voter is no longer a
resident of the county constitutes a request for cancellation.

d. The clerk of the district court or the state registrar
sends notice of the registered voter's conviction of a felony
as defined in section 701.7, or conviction of an ocffense
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classified as a felony'under federal law.
€. The clerk of the district court or the state registrar
sends notice that the registered voter has been declared
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mentally incompetent under state law.
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f. The registered voter's registration record has been . ‘
inactive pursuant to section 48A.28 for two successive general
elections.

2. When a registration is canceled pursuant to subsection
1, paragraph "d", "e", or "f", the commissioner shall send a
notice of the cancellation to the registered voter,

Sec. 31. NEW SECTION. 48A.31 DECEASED PERSONS RECORD.
The state registrar of vital statistics shall transmit or
cause to be transmitted to the state registrar of voters, once

each calendar quarter, a certified list of all persons
seventeen and one-half years of age and older in the state
whose deaths have been reported to the records and statistics
division of the Iowa department of public health since the
previous list of decedents was certified to the state
registrar of voters. The list shall be submitted according to
the specifications of the state registrar of voters, who shall
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determine whether each listed decedent was registered to vote
in this state. If the decedent was registered in a county .
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which uses its own data processing facilities for voter
registration recordkeeping, the registrar shall notify the
commissioner in that county who shall cancel the decedent's
Iegistration. If the decedent was registered in a county for
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which voter registration recordkeeping is performed under

contract by the registrar, the registrar shall immediately
cancel the registration and notify the commissioner of the
county in which the decedent was registered to vote of the
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cancellation.

Sec. 32. NEW SECTION, 48A.32 DESTRUCTION OR REMOVAL OF
CANCELED VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS.

Twenty-two months after the next general election following
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the cancellation of a person's voter registration, the
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commissioner may destroy all records of that person's
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registration. At the discretion of the commissioner, canceled
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records may be donated to an historical society if all
confidential information has been removed from the records.
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Sec. 33, NEW SECTION. 48A.33 DECLINATION OF REGISTRATION
OPPORTUNITY.

When a client or applicant of a voter registration agency
declines to register to vote, the record of the declination
shall be kept for twenty-two months after the next general
election.

SUBCEAPTER VI
RETENTION AND STORAGE OF VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS
Sec. 34. NEW SECTION. 48A.34 CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN
RECORDS.
Voter registration records are available for public
inspection at reasonable times at the office of the county

commissioner. The commissioner and any voter registration
agency which has custody of voter registration records shall
take the necessary steps to ensure that the name of the agency
at which the voter registration form was submitted remains
confidential.

Sec. 35. NEW SECTION. 48A.35 VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS
UNDER CONTROL OF THE COMMISSIONER.

The county commissioner of elections shall be responsible
for the maintenance and storage of all paper and electronic
voter registration records in the commissioner's custody.
Original registration records shall not be removed from the
commissioner's office or from any other designated permanent

storage location except upon request of a county commissioner
or a court order, or as provided by section 48Af31. The state
registrar of voters and the state voter registration
commission shall adopt administrative rules to implement this

section.
Sec. 36, NEW SECTION. 48A.36 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION

RECORD RETENTION IN VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES.

1. Voter registration agencies and the driver services
division of the state department of tranéportation may
electronically transmit registration data to the state
registrar of voters, who shall distribute the information,
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either electronically or otherwise, to the appropriate
commissioner in accordance with rules of the state voter
registration commission and the state registrar of voters.

The state agency originating the registration data shall
permanently retain an electronic copy of the form completed by
the registrant, including the registrant's signature, and
shall develop procedures for the retrieval and printing of
that electronic document. A printed copy of an electronic
registration document shall be made only upon the agency's
receipt of a court order.

2, Upon receipt of electronic registration data under
subsection 1, the state registrar of voters may cause the
updating of registration records for registrants in counties
which have arranged for data processing services under section
47.7, subsection 2. The registrar shall notify the
commissioner of the actions taken.

Sec. 37. NEW SECTION. 48A.37 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
RECORDS.

1. Voter registration records shall be maintained in an
electronic medium. A history of local election participation
shall be maintained as part of the electronic record for at
least two general, primary, school, and city elections.
Absentee voting shall be recorded for the previous two general
and primary elections. After each election, the county
commissioner shall update telephone numbers provided by
registered voters pursuant to section 49.77.

2. Electronic records shall include a status code
designating whether the records are active or inactive.

Inactive records are records of registered voters to whom
notices have been sent pursuant to section 48A.28, subsection
3, and who have not returned the card or otherwise responded
to the notice, and these records have been designated inactive
pursuant to section 48A.29. All other records are active
records. An inactive record shall be made active when the

registered voter votes at an election, registers again, or
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reports a change of name, address, telephone number, or
political party affiliation.

Sec. 38. NEW SECTION. 48A.38 LISTS OF VOTERS.

1. Any person may request of the registrar and shall

receive, upon payment of the cost of preparation, a list of
registered voters and other data on registration and par-
ticipation in elections, in accordance with the following
requirements and limitations:

a. The registrar shall prepare each list requested within
fourteen days of receipt of the request, except that the
registrar shall not be required to prepare any list within
seven days of the close of registration for any regularly
scheduled election if the preparation of the list would impede
the preparation of election registers for that election.

b. Each list shall be as current as possible, but shall in
all cases refiect voter activity reported to any commissioner
twenty-eight or more days before prepération of the list.

c. Each list shall be in the order and form specified by
the list purchaser, and shall contain the registration data
specified by the list purchaser, provided compliance with the
request is within the capability of the record maintenance
system used by the registrar.

d. Lists prepared shall not include inactive records
unless specifically requested by the requester.

e. The registrar shall prepare updates to lists at least
biweekly, and after the close of registration for a regularly
scheduled election, but before the election, if requested to
do so at the time a list is purchased. All updates shall be
made available to all requesters at the same time, and shall
be in the order and form specified by each requester.

2. The registrar shall maintain a log of the name,
address, and telephone number of every person who receives a
list under this section, and of every person who reviews
registration records in the office of the registrar.

Commissioners of registration shall maintain a similar log in
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their offices of those who receive a list from the
commissioner or who review registration records in the
commissioner's office., Logs maintained under this subsection
are public records, and shall be available for public
inspection at reasonable times.

Sec. 39. NEW SECTION. 48A.39 USE OF REGISTRATION
INFORMATION.

Information about individual registrants obtained from
voter registration records shall be used only to request the
registrant's vote at an election, or for ancother genuine
pelitical purpose, or for a bona fide official purpose by an
elected official, or for bona fide political research, but

shall not be used for any commercial purposes. A person who
uses registration information in violation of this section
commits a serious misdemeanor.

Sec. 40. NEW SECTION. 4B8A.40 REPORTS.

At least once each month and at other times deemed
appropriate, the county commissioner of registration shall

report to the state registrar the number of persons registered
in each county. The report shall include the registration
totals for each political party and the number of persons not
registered with a political party.

Sec. 41. NEW SECTION. 48A.41 CRIMINAL PENALTIES.

1. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be

guilty of a class "D" felony:

a. Willfully registers to vote, knowing oneself not to be
eligible.

b. Willfully or knowingly provides false information for
the purpose of registering to vote.

c. Willfully or knowingly registers a fictitious person to

vote, or attempts to do so.

d. Forges another person's name to a voter registration
form or other voter registration document.

2. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be
guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor:
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a. Willfully or knowingly entices another to fraudulently
register to vote.

b. Conspires with another for the purpose of introducing
information known to be false into voter registration records.

c. Willfully or knowingly destroys registration records,
or attempts to do so, without proper authorization. For the
purpose of this paragraph, an electronic record which has not
been replaced with a more recent version of the same record,
1s a registration record.

d. Knowingly files a challenge under section 48A.14
containing false information under section 48A.14.

e. Knowingly and willfully intimidates, threatens, or
coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any
person for registering to vote or attempting to register to

vote, or urging or aiding any person to registef to vote or to

attempt to register to wvote.

Sec. 42. Section 39.3, subsection 10, Code Supplement
1993, is amended to read as follows:

10. 4Qualified-eiectort "Registered voter" means a person
who is registered to vote pursuant to chapter 48 48A.

Sec. 43. Section 39.3, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by

adding the following new subsection:
NEW SUBSECTION. 1l6. "Voter registration agency" means an
agency designated to conduct voter registration under section

48A.19. OQffices of the driver services division of the state
department of transportation are not voter registration
agencies.

Sec. 44. Section 43.5, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows: '

43.5 APPLICABLE STATUTES.

The provisions of chapters 3%, 47, 48 48A, 49, 50, 51, 52,
53, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62 and 722 shall -apply, so far as
applicable, to all primary elections, except as hereinafter
provided.

Sec. 45. Section 47.1, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by
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adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumberegd .

paragraph 2:

The secretary of state is designated the chief state
election official and is responsible for coordination of state
responsibilities under the federal National Voter Registration
Act of 1993.

Sec. 46. Section 47.2, subsection 1, Code 1993, 1s amended
to read as follows:

l. The county auditor of each county is designated as the
county commissioner of elections in each county. The county
commissioner of elections shall conduct voter registration
pursuant to chapter 48 48A and conduct all elections within
the county.

Sec. 47. Section 47.4, subsection 1, paragraph e, Code
1993, is amended to read as follows:

e. Every eligible elector shall be registered pursuant to
the provisions of chapter 48 48A to qualify to vote in any
election,

Sec. 48. Secticon 47.7, subsection 4, Code 1993, is amended
to read as follows: '

4. Not later than July 1, 1984, information listed in
section 486 48A.11 contained in a county's manual records but
not on the county's computer readable records shall be
provided to the registrar in a form specified by the
registrar. The registrar shall require that any information
supplied under section 48:6 48A.11, except subsections-9-and
*+ the signature and attestation of the registrant, be
provided to the registrar in a form specified by the

registrar.
Sec. 49. Section 47.8, subsection 4, Code 1993, is amended

to read as follows:

4. The registration commission shall annually adopt a set
of standard charges to be made for the services the registrar
1s required tc offer to the several commissioners, and for

furnishing of voter registration records which are reguested
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by persons other than the registrar, the state commissioner or
any commissioner pursuant to section 48:57-subsection-2
48A.38. These charges shall be sufficient to reimburse the
state for the actual cost of furnishing such services or
information, and shall be specified by unit wherever possible.
The standard charges shall be adopted by the commission by
January 15 of each calendar year.

Sec. 50. Section 49,28, Code 1993, is amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

49.28 COMMISSIONER TO FURNISH REGISTERS AND SUPPLIES.

The commissioner shall prepare and furnish to each precinct
an election register and all other books, forms, materials,
eguipment, and supplies necessary to conduct the election.

After the registration deadline and before election day the
commissioner shall prepare an election register for each
precinct in which voting will occur on the day of the
election. The precinct election register shall be a list of
the names and addresses of all registered voters of the
precinct. Inactive records listed in the election register
shall be clearly identified with a special mark or symbol.

When a precinct is divided by a district boundary, and
some, but not all, registered voters of the precinct may vote
on an issue or office from that district, the election
register shall clearly indicate which of the registered voters
are entitled to vote in the district.

Sec. 51. Section 49.77, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows: :

49.77 BALLOT FURNISHED TO VOTER.

1. The board members of their respective precincts shall
have charge of the ballots and furnish them to the voters.
Any person desiring to vote shall sign a voter's declaration
provided by the officials, in substantially the following
form:

VOTER'S DECLARATION OF ELIGIBILITY
I do sclemnly swear or affirm that I am a resident of the
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precinct, «...cs.... ward or township, city of
cetsssessssesey county of eveess IoOwa.
I am a qualifred-eteetor registered voter. I have not voted
and will not vote in any other precinct in said election.
(For primary election only:) I am affiliated with the ......

ssssseeseeee party,
I understand that any false statement in this declaration
is a criminal offense punishable as provided by law.
SIGNATURE OF VOTER
ADDRESS

TELEPHONE
Approved:

BOARD MEMBER

2. One of the precinct election officials shall announce
the eiectoris voter's name aloud for the benefit of any
persons present pursuant to section 49.104, subsection 2, 3 or
5. Any of those persons may upon request view the signed
declarations of eligibility and may review the signed
declarations on file so long as the perscon does not interfere
with the functions of the precinct election officials.

3. A precinct election official shall require any person
whose name does not appear on the election register as an

active voter to show identification. Specific documents which
are acceptable forms of identification shall be prescribed by

the state commissioner.

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A precinct election official may
reguire of an-eteetor the voter -unknown to the official,
identification upon which the eiecteris voter's signature or

mark appears. If identification is established to the
satlisfaction of the precinct election officials, the person

may then be allowed to vote,
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4. A-person-whose-name-dees-not-appear-on-the-eteecezon
register-of-the-precinct-in-whieh-that-person-ecitaims-the-right
to-vete-shaii-not-be-permitted-to-votes;-exeept-in-the
circumstance-described-in-section-48s7Fy-subsectien-i;
paragraph-2bi;-uniess-the-commissioner-informs-che-pree:nct
etection-offictats-that-an-error-has-eccurred-and-that-the
person-is-a-gqualified-elector-of~that-precincts--If-the
commrasstoner—-£finds-ne-record-of-the-persontis-registration-but
the-person-insists-that-the-person-:s-a-quatifired-eiector-of
that-precinct;~the-precinet-etection-offictats-shaii-atiew-the
person-to-cast-a-batiet-in-the-manner-prescribed-by-sectzon
49-8%r A person whose name does not appear on the election
register of the precinct in which that person claims the right
to vote shall not be permitted to vote, unless the person
affirms that the person is currently registered in the county
and presents proof of identity, or the commissioner informs
the precinct election officials that an error has occurred and
that the person is a registered voter of that precinct. If
the commissioner finds no record of the person's registration
but the person insists that the person is a registered voter
of that precinct, the precinct election officials shall allow
the person to cast a ballot in the manner prescribed by

section 49.81,
5. The request for the telephone number in the declaration

of eligibility in subsection 1 is not mandatory and the
failure by the eiector voter to provide the telephone number
does not affect the declaration's validity.

Sec. 52. Section 49.81, subsection 4, unnumbered paragraph
l, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows:

The individual envelopes used for each paper ballot cast
pursuant to subsection 1 shall have printed on them the format
of the face of the registration form under section 4873 48A.8
and the following:

Sec. 53. Section 50.19, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993,

is amended to read as follows:

-34-



Lo B RS N« L L T U PURY R o

W W W w W W o NN NN R R N R R e e e b e =
AT - N S = - R+ R I« S N O S = 2" =T - - TN R, SRS T O SR N S G

The commissioner may destroy precinct election registers,
the declarations of eligibility signed by voters, and other
material pertaining to any election in which federal offices
are not on the ballot, except the tally lists, six months
after the election if a contest is not pending. If a contest
is pending all election materials shall be preserved until
final determination of the contest., Before destroying the
election registers and declarations of eligibility, the
commissioner shall prepare records as necessary to permit
compliance with section-48-3t7-subsection-1 chapter 48A,
subchapter V. Nomination papers for primary election
candidates for state and county offices shall be destroyed ten
days before the general election, if a contest is not pending.

Sec. 54. Section 50.22, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993,

is amended to read as follows:

The decision to count or reject each ballot shall be made
upon the basis of the information given on the envelope
containing the special ballot, the evidence concerning the
challenge, the registration and the returned receipts of
registration. If the challenged voter's registration was
canceled in the same county where the person attempted to vote
because first class mail other than the registration receipt
mailed pursuant to section 48+3 48A.10 was returned by the
postal service during the four years preceding the election in
progress, the person's ballot shall be accepted for counting
and the elector's registration shall be reinstated.

Sec. 55. Section 53.2, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

53.2 APPLICATION FOR BALLOT.

Any guatified-eleeter registered voter, under the

circumstances specified in section 53.1, may on any day,
except election day, and not more than seventy days prior to
the date of the election, apply in person for an absentee
ballot at the commissioner's office or at any location

designated by the commissioner, or make written application to
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the commissioner for an absentee ballot. The state
commissioner shall prescribe a form for absentee ballot
applications, However, if am-eieeter a registered voter
submits an application that includes all of the information

required in this section, the prescribed form is not regquired.

This section does not require that a written communication
mailed to the commissioner's office to request an absentee
ballot, or any other document be notarized as a prerequisite
to receiving or marking an absentee ballot or returning to the
commissioner an absentee ballot which has been voted.

Each application shall contain the name and signature of
the guai:fred-etectosr registered voter, the address at which
the eteeter voter is quaiified registered to vote, and the
name or date of the election for which the absentee ballot is

requested, and such other information as may be necessary to
determine the correct absentee ballot for the qualified
elector. 1If insufficient information has been provided, the
commissioner shall, by the best means available, obtain the
additional necessary information.

If the application is for a primary election ballot and the
request is for a ballot of a party different from that
recorded on the quaitifsed-eiectorts registered voter's voter
registration record, the requested ballot shall be mailed or
given to the applicant together with a “"Change or Declaration

of Party Affiliation" form as prescribed in section 43.42, to
be completed by the quatrified-elector registered voter at the

time of voting. Upon receipt of the properly completed form,
the commissioner shall approve the change or declaration and
enter a notation of the change on the registration records.
If an application for an absentee ballot is received from
an eligible elector who is not a quaiified-etectar registered

voter the commissioner shall send a registration form under
section 4873 48A.8 and an absentee ballot to the eligible
elector. If the application is received so late that it is

unlikely that the registration form can be returned in time to
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be effective on election day, the commissioner shall enclose
with the absentee ballot a notice to that effect, informing
the voter of the registration time limits in seetzons-48:3-and
48711 section 48A.9. The commissioner shall record on the
elector's application that the elector is not currently
registered to vote. If the registration form is properly
returned by the time provided by section 4873 48A.8, the
commissioner shall record on the elector's application the
date of receipt of the registration form and enter a notation
of the registration on the registration records.

A quatified-etecstor registered voter who has not moved from
the county in which the elector is registered to vote may

submit a change of name, telephone number, or address on the
form prescribed in section 4873 48A.8 when casting an absentee
ballot. Upcn receipt of a properly completed form, the
commissioner shall enter a notation of the change on the
registration records.

Sec. 56. Section 53.38, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows: '

53.38 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION.

Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or
53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United
States, the affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter,
if the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county
to which the ballot is submitted, shall constitute a
sufficient registration under the provisions of chapter 48 48A
and the commissioner shall place the voter's name on the
registration record as a gquatified-etector registered voter,

if it does not already appear there.

Sec. 57. Section 53.53, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993,
is amended to read as follows:

The voter's declaration or affirmation on the federal
write-in ballot constitutes a sufficient registration under
the provisions of chapter 48 48A and the commissioner shall

place the voter's name on the registration record as a
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quairfied-etecteor registered voter, if the voter's name does

not already appear on the registration record. No witness to
the oath i1s necessary.

Sec., 58, Section 280.9A, subsection 2, Code 1993, is
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

2. At least twice during each school year, the board of
directors of each local public school district operating a
high school and the authorities in charge of each accredited
nonpublic school operating a high school shall offer the
opportunity to register to vote to each student who is at
least seventeen and one-half years of age, as required by
section 48A.22.

Sec. 59. Section 331.424, subsection 1, paragraph i, Code
1993, is amended to read as follows:

i. Elections, and voter registration pursuant to chapter
48 48A.

Sec. 60. Section 331.505, subsection 4, Code 1993, is
amended to read as follows:

4. Serve as county commissioner of registration as
provided in chapter 48 48A.

Sec. 61. Section 368.1, subsection 12, Ccde Supplement
1993, is amended to read as follows:

12, "Quaitfied-eiectoer Registered voter" means a person
who is registered to vote pursuant to chapter 48 48A3.

Sec. 62, Section 602.8102, subsection 15, Code Supplement
1993, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:

15. Notify the county commissioner of registration and the

state registrar of voters of persons seventeen angd one-half
years of age and older who have been convicted of a felony or
who have been legally declared to be mentally incompetent.
Sec. 63. Section 914.6, subsections 1 and 3, Code 1993,
are amended to read as follows:
1. Pardons, commutations of sentences, and remissions of
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fines and forfeituresy-and-resterations-of-rrghts-of . '
ertrzenship shall be issued in duplicate. Reprieves
Restorations of rights of citizenship and reprieves shall be

issued in triplicate,

3. 1In the case of a remission of fines and forfeilitures,
restoration of rights of citizenship, or a pardon, commutation
of sentence, or reprieve, if the person is not in custody, one
copy of the executive instrument shall be delivered to the
person and one copy to the clerk of court where the judgment
is of record. A list of the restorations of rights of
citizenship issued by the governor shall be delivered to the
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state registrar of voters at least once each month.
Sec. 64. Sections 43.41, 43.42, 43.43, 43.120, 495.11,
49.27, 49.30, 49.43, 49.74, 49.79, 49.80, 49.81, 49.105, 50.7,
50.8, 53.7, 53.8, 53.15, 53.17, 53.19, 53.25, 53.39, 62.5,
176A.5, 176A.8, 275.13, 283A.1, 303.25, 303.49, 331.201,
331.751, 357.12, 357C.7, 357D.8, 357E.8, 357F.8, 358.7, and
368.14, Code 1993, are amended by striking from the sections .
the words "qualified elector" and "qualified electors" and '
inserting in lieu thereof the words “registered voter" and
"registered voters" and by striking from the sections the

N N S R T o )
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words "elector" and "electors" when it is used to mean
"qualified elector” or "qualified electors" and inserting in
lieu thereof the words "registered voter" or "voter" and
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"registered voters" or "voters”, as appropriate.
Sec. 65. Sections 39.3, 53.1, 53.11, 53.22, 275.1, and
362.2, Code Supplement 1993, are amended by striking from the
sections the words "qualified elector" and "gqualified .
electors” and inserting in lieu thereof the words "registered
voter" and "registered voters" and by striking from the
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sections the words "elector” and "electors” when it is used to
mean "qualified elector" or "qualified electors" and inserting
in ljeu thereof the words "registered voter" or "voter" and
"registered voters" or "voters", as appropriate.

Sec. 66. Sections 47.4, 48.1, 48.2, 48.3, 48.4, 48.5,

W W w w W
o W b
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48.6, 48.7, 48.8, 48.9, 48.10, 48.11, 48.12, 48.15, 48.17,
48.20, 48.21, 48.22, 48.23, 48.29, 48.30, and 48.32, Code
1993, are repealed. _

Sec. 67. Sections 48.16 and 48.31, Code Supplement 1993,
are repealed.

Sec. 68. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect January 1,
1995,

EXPLANATION

This bill rewrites the state voter registration statutes to
conform with the federal National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (NVRA).

There are four major parts of the NVRA: voter registration
slimultaneous with drivers' services; voter registration by
mail; voter registration services by certain designated
agencies; and requirements with respect to administration of
voter registration.

Relating to the requirement that voter registration be
simultaneous with application for certain drivers' services,
current Iowa Code section 48,22, which requires that drivers’
license and identification card application forms also serve
as voter registration forms, is enacted as new section 48A.17.
To conform with the NVRA, the bill requires that renewal
applications shall also serve as voter registration forms,
provides the applicant with the opportunity to decline in
writing to register to vote, provides that a change of address
for drivers' services purposes is a change of address for
registration purposes, and provides that a registration form
submitted to the drivers' services division of the state
department of transportation serves to update the registrant's
previous registration.

Present law provides that voter registration forms
transmitted from drivers' services stations be transmitted
within one business day of receipt. The bill provides that
voter registration forms be transmitted from drivers' services
stations by S p.m. of the last work day of each week. The
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state voter registration commission is to provide by rule for
forms, procedure, and transmission of forms.

Present law provides for voter registration in person at
the commissioner's office or at a place designated by the
commissioner and voter registration by mail. The bill also
provides for registration in person and registration by mail
and requires that the mail registration form developed by the
federal election commission be accepted for purposes of
registering to vote in Iowa.

Relating to voter registration services provided by certain
designated agencies, present Iowa law requires that mail
registration forms be available in all offices of state
agencies and that employees of the offices offer to applicants
or clients of the agency the opportunity to register to vote.
The NVRA requires that agencies that provide public assistance
or related services, all agencies that provide state-funded
services primarily to persons with disabilities, and United
States armed forces recruiting offices be designated voter
registration agencies. Voter registration agencies are to
provide voter registration services with each application for
services or assistance, including each submitted change of
address relating to the agency's services,

To conform with the requirements of the NVRA, the bill
prescribes the form and contents of all notices relating to
registration at a voter registration agency. Persons
declining to register to vote at a voter registration agency
must do so in writing. Voter registration agency employees
are prohibited from influencing a registrant's political party
preference, discouraging a person from registering to vote, or
leading a person to believe that a decision whether or not to
register to vote has a bearing on the availability of services
or benefits. Agency employees are to assist persons
registering to vote if assistance is requested. Agencies
which provide services to clients in the clients’' homes shall

provide voter registration services in the clients' homes.
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The Iowa secretary of state may designate, by rule, other
agencies as voter registration agencies. The secretary of
state is directed to encourage volunteer organizations to
undertake voter registration drives by providing mail
registration forms at the cost of production. Voter
registration forms completed at voter registration agencies
are to be transmitted from the voter registration agencies by
5 p.m. of the last work day of each week.

Although not addressed by the NVRA, two voter registration
programs currently in Iowa's voter registration law are
retained by the bill. First, the department of revenue and
finance is required, for odd-numbered tax years, to place two
voter registration forms in every state income tax return form
or instruction booklet. Second, the bill requires schools, at
least twice each year, to offer registration services to
students of voting age, rather than simply to report their
names to the county commissioner of registration, as provided
in the current statute. The bill also requires all
postsecondary schools receiving state funding to offer voter
registration services at least once each year. Present law
requires board of regents institutions to make space available
in residence halls and lounges for voter registration

activities.
The requirements of the NVRA relating to administration of
voter registration encompass the following procedures:

acknowledgement of voter registration forms; changes to voter
registration records; a voter registration confirmation
system; cancellation of voter registration; retention,
storage, and destruction of voter registration records;
electronic registration records; voter lists; and voter
registration reporting requirements. The procedure regquired
by the NVRA for acknowledgement of voter'registration forms is
more detailed than present law requiring the commissioner to
send a registration receipt to the elector upon receipt of a
completed voter registration form. If an acknowledgement 1is
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returned as undeliverable, the commissioner is to follow the
notice procedure for cancellation of voter registration.

The procedure provided by the NVRA for changing voter
registration records, either initiated by the registered voter
or automatic changes without any action by the registrant if
certain events occur, is not changed from present Iowa law,
except that a county commissioner may obtain address changes
through the United States postal service change of address
program and may confirm an address change by mailing to the
registered voter a preaddressed postage paid return card.

The NVRA requires county commissioners of registration to
use one of two methods prescribed by the bill to conduct a
systematic program to remove from the list of registered
voters the names of registered voters who have changed
residence. Under the first method, a county commissioner of
registration participating in the United States postal service
national change of address program shall, in the first quarter
of each calendar year mail, an address confirmation notice and
return card to those registered voters whose name was not
reported by the national change of address program and who has
not voted, registered again, or reported a change of address
in the preceding four years. For those commissioners not
participating in the national change of address program, each
February the commissioner is required to send a confirmation
notice to each registered voter on the voting list.

The bill details the procedure to be followed by the
commnissioners of registration with respect to the disposition
of the return card, If a return card is returned to the
commissioner as nondeliverable, the registration record of the
voter is made inactive.

The bill sets out the reasons for canceling the voter
registration of a registered voter. The reasons are the same
as present law, except that the NVRA prohibits canceling a
registration solely for failure to vote. However, the
registration of a registered voter may be canceled if the
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registered voter has not voted for two successive general
elections following the return of two confirmation notices as

nondeliverable,

Voter registrations which have been canceled may not be
destroyed for 22 months after the next general election
following the cancellation. Declinations to vote collected by
a voter registration agency must be kept for 22 months before
they may be destroyed. The bill provides, as does present
law, that voter registration records, voter lists, and other
information is available for public inspection and copying,
subject to some confidentiality requirements. The bill
prohibits the use of voter registration information for
commercial purposes and provides that vioclation of this
provision is a serious misdemeanor.

The bill requires that voter registration records be
maintained in an electronic medium, and requires that the
voter registration and certain voting records be retained for
a certain period of time., The bill also allows voter
registration agencies and the drivers' services division of
the state department of transportation to maintain and
transmit voter registration records electronically.

The bill, as does present law, prescribes the information
to be included on the state voter registration form. The bill
: provides that voter registration forms may be on paper or
electronic media and allows the use of electronic signatures
on voter registration forms.

The bill enacts a penalty section similar to present law
except that certain viclations of the law remain an aggravated
misdemeanor and other violations are made class "D" felonies.
The NVRA requires that the penalty for falsely signing a voter
registration form be the penalty for committing perjury; under
Iowa law that is a class "D" felony.

The NVRA requires each state to designate a chief election
official to coordinate the implementation of the bill. This
bill designates the state commissioner of elections (secretary
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of state) as the officer responsible for implementation of the
bill.

The bill contains complementary amendments to other
sections of the Code and instructs the Iowa Code editor to
change each reference to "qualified elector" or "qualified
electors" in the Code to "registered voter™ and "registered
voters”.

The bill takes effect January 1, 1995.

The bill may impose a state mandate as defined in section
25B.3.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBMITTED BY AGENCY

The National Voter Registration Bct of 1993 (NVRA) took
effect January 1, 1994, The NVRA requires changes to be made
in virtually all aspects of Iowa's voter registration laws.
This bill rewrites the state voter registration laws to
conform with the NVRA and also makes technical changes to laws
pertaining to voter registration,

There are four major parts of the NVRA: voter registration
simultaneous with drivers' services; voter registration by
mail; voter registration services by certain designated
agencies; and requirements with respect to administration of
voter registration. Many of the basic requirements of the
NVRA have been the law in Iowa for many yearé. Iowa has had
voter registration by mail for nearly 20 years, and a form of
agency registration and "motor voter" (simultaneocus
application for driver's license and voter registration) for
five years. The NVRA requires more demanding standards for
providing those services than current state law provides.

Relating to the requirement that voter registration be
simultaneous with application for certain drivers' services,
current Iowa Code section 48.22, which requires that driver's
license and identification card application forms also serve
as voter registration forms, is enacted as new section 48A.17.
To conform with the NVRA, the bill requires that renewal
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applications shall alsc serve as voter registration forms,
provides the applicant with the opportunity to decline to
register to vote, provides that a change of address for
drivers' services purposes is a change of address for
registration purposes, and provides that a registration form
submitted to the drivers' services division of the state
department of transportation serves to update the registrant's
previous registration.

Present law provides that voter registration forms
transmitted from drivers' services stations be transmitted
within one business day of receipt. The bill provides that
voter registration forms be transmitted from drivers' services
stations by 5 p.m. of the last work day of each week. The
state voter registration commission is to provide by rule for
forms, procedure, and transmission of forms.

Present law provides for voter registration in person at
the commissioner's office or at a place designated by the

commissioner and voter registration by mail. The bill also

provides for registration in person and registration by mail
and requires that the mail registration form developed by the
Federal Election Commission be accepted for purposes of
registering to vote in Iowa.

Relating to voter registration services provided by certailn
designated agencies, present Iowa law requires that mail
registration forms be available in all offices of state
agencies and that employees of the offices offer to applicants
or clients of the agency the opportunity to register to vote.
The NVRA requires that agencies that provide public assistance
or related services, all agencies that provide state-funded
services primarily to persons with disabilities, and United
States armed forces recruiting offices be designated voter
registration agencies. Voter registration agencies are to
provide voter registration services with'each application for
services or assistance, including each submitted change of

address relating to the agency's services.
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To conform with the requirements of the NVRA, the bill
prescribes the form and contents of all notices relating to
registration at a voter registration agency. Persons
declining to register to vote at a voter registration agency
must do so in writing. Voter registration agency employees
are prohibited from influencing a registrant's political party
preference, discouraging a person from registering to vote, or
leading a person to believe that a decision whether or not to
register to vote has a bearing on the availability of services
or benefits. Agency employees are to assist persons
registering to vote if assistance is requested. Agencies
which provide services to clients in the clients' homes shall
provide voter registration services in the clients' homes.

The Iowa secretary of state may designate, by rule, other
agencies as voter registration égencies. The secretary of
state is directed to encourage volunteer organizations to
undertake voter registration drives by providing mail
registration forms at the cost of production. Voter
registration forms completed at voter registration agencies
are to be transmitted from the voter registration agencies by
S p.m. of the last work day of each week.

Two current Iowa voter registration programs which are not
addressed by the NVRA are retained by this bill: voter
registration forms 1n income tax booklets and forms and voter
registration by educational institutions. The latter program
has been expanded to require schools to offer registration
services to voting age students rather than simply to report
their names to the county commissioner of registration.
Regents institutions have been added to the program as well.
These programs as outlined in the bill are less demanding of
the institutions than designating them as voter registration
agencies, but they would accomplish the goal of increasing the
number of opportunities available for voter registration,

The requirements of the NVRA relating to administration of
voter registration encompass the foliowing procedures:
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acknowledgement of voter registration forms; changes to voter
registration records; a voter registration confirmation
system; cancellation of voter registration; retention,
storage, and destruction of voter registration records;
electronic registration records; voter lists; and voter
registration reporting requirements. The procedure required
by the NVRA for acknowledgement of voter registration forms is
more detailed than present law requiring the commissioner to
send a registration receipt to the elector upon receipt of a
completed voter registration form. If an acknowledgement is
returned as undeliverable, the commissioner is to follow the
notice procedure for cancellation of voter registration.

The procedure provided by the NVRA for changing voter
registration records, either initiated by the registered voter
or automatic changes without any action by the registrant if
certain events occur, is not changed from present Iowa law,
except that a county commissioner may obtain address changes
through the United States postal service change of address
program and may confirm an address change by mailing to the
registered voter a preaddressed postage paid return carg.

The NVRA specifically prohibits removal of names from the
list of registered voters because a person has not voted for a
given period of time. Present Iowa law allows a four-year
purge of voter registration lists as its primary method of
removing persons believed to be ineligible. The NVRA reqguires
county commissioners of registration to use one or both
methods prescribed by the bill to conduct a systematic program
to remove from the list of registered voters the names of
registered voters who have changed residence. Under the first
method, a county commissioner of registration participating in
the United States postal service national change of address
program shall, in the first quarter of each calendar year,
mail an address confirmation notice and return card to those
registered voters whose name was not reported by the national
change of address program and who has not voted, registered
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again, or reported a change of address in the preceding four
years. For those commissioners not participating in the
national change of address program, each February the
commissioner is required to send a confirmation notice to each
registered voter on the voting list.

The NVRA outlines detailed procedures regarding the
notification and protection of a registered voter from removal
from the registered voter list without direct evidence that
the registered voter is no longer eligible to vote. The bill
details the procedure to be followed by the commissioners of
registration with respect to the disposition of the return
card. If a return card is returned to the commissioner as
nondeliverable, the registration record of the voter is made
inactive.

The bill sets out the reasons for canceling the voter
registration of a registered voter. The reasons are the same
as present law, except that the NVRA prohibits canceling a
registration solely for failure to vote. However, the
registration of a registered voter may be canceled if the
registered voter has not voted for two successive general
elections following the return of two confirmation notices as
nondeliverable.

Voter registrations which have been canceled may not be
destroyed for 22 months after the next general election
foliowing the cancellation. Declinations to vote collected by
a voter registration agency must be kept for 22 months before
they may be destroyed. The bill provides, as does present
law, that voter registration reccords, voter lists, and other
information is available for public inspection and copying,
subject to some confidentiality requirements. The bill
prohibits the use of voter registration information for
commercial purposes and provides that violation of this
provision is a serious misdemeanor.

The blll requires that voter registration records be
maintained in an electronic medium, and requires that the
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voter registration and certain voting records be retained for
a certain period of time. The bill also allows voter
registration agencies and the drivers' services division of
the state department of transportation to maintain and
transmit voter registration records electronically.

The bill, as does present law, prescribes the information
to be included on the state voter registration form. The bill
provides that voter registration forms may be on paper or
electronic media and allows the use of electronic signatures
on voter registration forms.

The bill enacts a penalty section similar to present law
except that certain violations of the law remain an aggravated
misdemeanor and other violations are made class "D" felonies.
The NVRA requires that the penalty for signing a false voter
registration form be the penalty for committing perjury; under
Iowa law that is a class "D" felony.

The NVRA requires each state to designate a chief election
official to coordinate the implementation of the NVRA. This
bill designates the state commissioner of elections (secretary
of state) as the officer who will be responsible.

Changes not required by the NVRA which are proposed by this
chapter including moving all voter registration requirements
into a new chapter 48A, reorganization of the chapter into six
subchapters, changing the term "gualified elector” to
"registered voter" everywhere in the Code to improve
understanding by the reader, specifying the classes of persons
who are disqualified from voting, clarification of the process
for challenging a voter registration, and prohibiting the
payment of & per person bounty for voter registration
activities. The last item is a fraud prevention method to
remove the temptation of submitting fraudulent voter
registration forms in order to receive payment for having
registered a large number of people.

LGSR 3292DP 75
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SEMATE FILE 2223

AN ACT
RELATING TO VOTEZR REGISTRATION, IMPLEMENTING THE FEDERAL
NATIORAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT, AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

SUBCHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1. NEW_SECTION. 48A.1 STATEMENT OF INTENT.

It is the intent of the general assembly to facilitate the
registration of eligible residents of this gtate through the
widegpread availabllity of voter registration services, This
chapter and cother statutes relating to voter registration are
to be liberally construed toward this end.

Sec. 2. MNEW SECTION. 48A.2 DEFINITIONS.

The definitions established by this section and section
39.3 shall apply wherever the te¢ms so defined appear in this
chapter, unless the context in which any such term is used
clearly requires otherwise.

1. "Commissioner of registration” means the county
commisgsioner of elections as defined in section 47.2.

2. "Homeless perscn™ means a person who lacks a fixed,
regulatr, and adeguate nighttime residence and whc has a
primary nighttime residence that is one of the following:

4. A supervised publicly or privately opecrated shelter
designed to provide temporary living accomodations.

b. An institution that provides a temporary residence for
persons intended to be institutionalized.

Senate File 2223, p. ?

¢. A public or private place not designed for, ot
ordinarily used as, & reqular sleeping accomodation for human
beings.

3. "Mentally incompetent person" means a person who has
been legally determined to be severely ot profoundly mentally
retarded, or has been found Incompetent in a proceeding held
pursuant to section 229,27,

4. "Voter registration agency" means an agency designated
te conduct voter registratlon under section 48A.19. Offices
of the driver services division of the state department of
transpottation are not voter registration agencies.

5. "Voter registration form" means an application to
register to vote which must be completed by any person
registering to vote.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 4B8A.3 COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION.

The county commissioner of elections is designated the
commissioner of reqgistration for the county, and may appoint
deputies and assistants, subject to the approval of the county
board of supervisors, necessary to catry cut the
commissioner's responsibilities under this chapter and under
tules cf the state wvokter registration comnission and the state
registrar of voters.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION, 48A.4 QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS.

Before undertaking any voter registration duties, each
voter registration officer, depuly, or assistant in whatever
capacity, or cleck in the office of commissioner shall take an
oath in the form prescribed by the state comnissioner of
elections.

SUBCHAPTER I1
QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE
Sec. 5. NWEW SECTION. 48A.5% VOTER QUALITICATIONS,
l. An eligible elector wishing to vote in elections in

Towa shall register to vote as required by this chapter.

2. To be qualified to register to vote an eligible elector
shall:

a. Be a citizen of the United States.
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b. Be an Icwa tresident. A person's residence, for voting
purposes only, ias the place which the person declares js the
person’'s home with the intent to remain thece permanently or
for a definite, or indefinite or indeterminable lemgth of
time. A person whe la homeless or has no established
tesidence may declate cesidence in a precinct by describing on
the voter registcation form a place to which the person often
returns,

¢. Be at least eighteen years of age, Completed
registration forms shall be accepted from registrants who are
at least seventeen and a half years of age., however, the
registration shall not be effective until the registrant
reaches the age of eighteen.

d. Not claim the right to vote in more than one place. A
registrant shall be presumed to revoke any earlier claim of
residence for voter registration purposes.

3. If a person who meets the requirements set forth in
subsection 2 moves to a new residence, either in Iowa or
outside Iowa, and does not meet the voter requirements at the
person's new tresidence, the person may vote at the person's
tormer precinct in Iowa until the person meets the votec
requirements of the persen's new residence, However, a person
who has moved to a new residence and fails to register toc vote
at the person's new residence after becoming eligible to do so
shall not be entitled tc vote at the pecson's former precinct
in lowa.

4. A citizem of the United States who lives outside of the
United States has the right to register and vote as if the
person were a resident of & precinct in lfowa if the citizen
was an eligible elector of lowa immediately before leaving the
United States. A citizen who was not old encugh to register
to vote befote leaving the United States but who met all of
the other requirements for voter registration at that time
also has the right to tegister and vote as 1€ the petson were
a resident of a precinct in lowa. This right applies even
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though while living cutside the United States the citizen does
not have a residence or other address in the pcecinct, and the
citizen has not determined whether tc return to l[owa. Teo
qualify to vote in Towa a United States citizen living outside
the United States shall:

a. Comply with all applicable requirements of sections
53.37 to 53.5% relating to absentee ballots for memhers of the
armed forces and other citizens living outside the tinited
States.

b. Not maintain a residence, shall not hbe regiatered to
vote, and shall not vote in any other atate, tertitoty. ot
possession of the United States.

¢. Possess a valid passport or identity card and
registration issuved under authority of the United States
secretacy of state, or, if the citizen does not possess a
valid passport or card of ldentity or registration, an
alternative form of identification consistent with the
provisions of applicable federal and state requirements.

5. 1If a United States citizen living outside the United
Statea meets the requirements for voting, except for
residence, has never lived in the United States, and has a
patent who meets the definition of a member of the armed
Eorces of the United States under section 53,37, the citizen
is eligible to register to vote and vote at the same voting
residence claimed by the citizen's parent.

&. The deadlines for voter registraticon shall not apply to
a person who has been discharged from military secvice within
thirty days preceding the date of an election. The perscn
shall present to the precinct election wfficial a copy of the
pecson's discharge papers. The person shall complete a voter
registration fotm and glve it to the official pefoce being
permitted to vote.

Sec. &. NEW SECTION. 48A.5A DETIRMINATION OF RESIDENCE.

Rescidence shall be determined in accocdance with the
{ellowing principles:
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1. The reaidence of a perscn is in the precinct vhere the
person's home or dwelling is located.

2. A residence fot purposes of this chapter cannot be
astablighed in a commercial or industrial building that is not
normally used for tesidential purposes unless the building is
used as a primary nighttime residence.

3. A pecson does not lose residence if the person leaves
the person’'s home to reside temporarily in another state or
precinct.

4. If a person goes to another atate or precinct and files
an affidavit of residence in that state or precinct for
election purposes, the person loses residence in the former
state or precinct, unless the person moved to the other state
after that state's deadline for registering to vote in a
particular election,

S. A student who resides at or near the school the student
attends, but who is also able to claim a residence at another

location under the provislons of this section, may choose
elther location as the student's residence for voter
registration and voting purposes.

6. If an active member of the United States armed forces,
as defined by section 53.37, has previously resided at a
location that meets the requirements of this section, that
person may claim either that previous residence or the
pecson’s cutcent residence as the pecrson’'s residence for voter
registration and voting purposes,

7. HRotwithstanding subsections 1 through 6, the residence
of a homeless person is in the precinct where the homeless
person usually sleeps. Residence requitements shall be
construed liberally to provide homeless petrsons with the
cppettunity to regiaster to vote and Lo vote.

8. A person‘'s declaration of residency for vater
registration and voting purposes is presumed to be valid
unless a pteponderance of evidence indicates that another
location should be considered the person’s voting residence
under the provisions of this chapter.
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Sec. 7. MEW SECTION. 48A4.6 DISQUALIFIED ELECTORS.

The following perscns are disqualified from registering to
vote and fron voting:

L. A person who has been convicted of a felony aa defined
in seckion 10t.7, or convicted of an offense classified as a
felony under federal law. If the person's rights are later
restored by the governor, or by the president of the United
States, the person may reqister to vote,

2. A person who has been legally determined to pe mentally
incompetent. Certification by the clerk of the district court
that any such person has been found no longer incompetent by a
court shall qualify such person to again be an elector,
subject to the other provisions of thls chapter.

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 48A.7 REGISTRATION IN PERSOM.

An eligible elector may register to vote by appearing
personally and completing a voter registration Eorm at the
office of the comrmissioner in the county in which the pecrson
resides, at a motor vehicle driver's license station, or at
any voter registration agency. A separate registration form
shall be signed by each individual registrant.

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 48A.8 REGISTRATION BY MAIL.

An eligible electot may register to vote by completing a
mail tegistration form., The form may be mailed ot delivered
by the registrant or the registrant's designee to the
commissioner in the county where the person resides, A
separate registration form shall be signed by each individual
registrant,

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 4AA.9 VOTER REGISTRATIOM
DEADLINES.

1. Registration cloges at five p.m, eleven days before
each election except ptimary and general elections, For
ptimary and general elections, registration closes at five
p.m. ten days before tne electicn. An eligible elector may
tegister during the time registration is closed in the

elector’s precinct but the registration shall not beccme
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effective until registration opens again in the elector's
precinct,

2. The commissicner‘'s office shall be open from eight a.m.
unti] at least five p.m, on the day registration closes before
each regularly scheduled election.

3, A registration form submitted by mail shall be
consideced on time if it i3 postmarked no later than the
fifteenth day before the election, even if it is received by
the cormissioner after the deadline, or if the tegistcation
form is received by the commisgsioner no later than five p.m.
on the last day to register to vote for an election, even if
it ia postmarked after the Eifteenth day before the election.

4. Registration forms submitted to voter registration
agencies or to motor vehicle driver's license atations shall
be considered on time if they are received no latec than five
p.m. on the day registration closes for that election.
Oflices or agencles other than the county commissioner's
coffice are not required to be open for voter registration
purposes at times other than their usual office hours.

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 4BA.l10 REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

1f a registered voter moves to a different county, the
person shall submit a completed voter registration form to the
cormissioner in order to be qualified to vote in that county,
An ctherwvise eligible elector whose right to vote has been
restored pursuant to chapter 914 or who has been found not to
be mentally incompetent may register to vote.

SUBCHAPTER 111
PQRMS AND PROCEDURES FOR VOTER REGISTRATION

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 48A.11 VOTER REGISTRATION FORM,

1. Each voter registration form shall provide space for
the registrant to provide the following information:

a. The county where the registrant resides.

b. The registrant's name,

c. The address at which the registrant resides and claims
as the registrant’'s residence for voting purposes.
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d. The registrant's mailing addr;ss if it 19 different
From the residence address,

e. Soclal security number of the registrant (optional to
provide).

f. ODate of birth,.

g. Sex.

h. Resldential telephone nymher (optional to provide).

i. Political party registration,

y. The name and address appearing on the registrant's
ptevious voter registration.

k. A space for a rural resident to provide township and
section number, and such additional information as may be
necessatry to describe the location ¢f the rural resident's
home.

1. A space for a registrant who is homeless or who has no
established residence to provide such information as may be
necessary to desctibde a place to which the person coften
returns.

m. A statement that lists each eligibility requirement,
containg an atteatation that the registrant mects all of the
tequirements, and requires the signature of the registrant
under penalty of perjuty.

n, A space for the registrant's signatute and the date
signed.

2. The voter registration torm shall include, in print
that is identical to the attestation portion of the fotm, the
tollowing:

a. Each voter eligibility requirenent.

b. The penalty provided by law for submissicn of a false
“Yoter registration form, which shall be the penalty for
perjyury as provided by section 902,9, subsection 9.

3. Voter registration forms used by voter registration
agencies under section 48A.19 shall include the t0110wind
statements:
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a. 1f a person declines to register to vote, the fact that
the person has declined to register will remain confidential
and will be used only for voter reglistration purposes.

p. If a person does register to vote, the office at which
the registrant submits a voter registration form will remain
confidential and the information will be used only for voter
registration purposes.

4. voter registration forms may be on paper ot electronic
redia.

5, All forms for votet reqgistration shall be prescribed by
rule adopted by the state voter registration commission.

Sec. 13. NEW_SECTION. 48A.12 FEDERAL MAIL VOTER
REGISTRATION PORM.

The mail voter registration form prescribed by the federal
election commission shall be accepted for voter registration
in lowa If all requited information is provided, if it is
signed by the registrant, and if the form is timely received.

The atate commissioner of elections shall make the federal
mail voter registration forms available for distribution te
governmental and private entities, with particular emphasis on

making them available to organized voter registration entities

and programs.

Sec. 14. HEW SECTIQN. 4BA.13 ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES ON
VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS.

Electronic signatures shall be accepted. However, before
the use of electronic signatures is accepted on voter
regigstration forms, the state voter registration commission
ahall prescribe by rule the technological requirements for
guatranteeing the security and integrity of electronic
signatutes.

Sec. 15. HEW SECTION. 4BA.l14 CHALLENGES CF VOTER
REGISTRATIONS,

l. The registration of a registered voter may be
challenged by another registered vater of the same county

subject to the conditicons and limitavions of this section. A
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challenge shall be a statement in writing to the commissloner
alleging one or more of the following reasons the challenged
registrant’'s registration should not have been accepted oc
should be canceled:

a. The challenged registrant is not a citizen of the
United States.

b. The challenged registrant is less than seventeen and
one-half years of age.

¢. The challenged registrant is not a resident at the
addcess where the registvant is registered.

d. The challenged tegistrant has falsified information on
the registrant's registration form.

e. The challenged registrant has been convicted of a
felony, and the registrant’'s voting rights have not been
testored.

f. The challenged registrant has been adjudged mentally
incompetent by & court of law and no subsequent proceeding has
reversed that finding.

2. A challenge shall not contain allegations against more
than one registered voter.

3. A challenge shall contain a statement signed by the
challenger in substantially the Eollowing form: "1 swear or
affiem that information contained on this challenge is true.
1 understand that knowingly filing a challenge containing
false information is a serious misdemeanor.”

4. A challenge may be filed at any time. A challenge
filed less than geventy days hefore a regularly scheduled
election shall not be processed until after the pending
rlection unless rhe challenge is filed within twenty days of
the cormissioner's receipt of the challenged regishrant’'s
tegistration form or notice of change to an exaisting
cegistration.

5. A challenger may withdraw a challenge at any time
before the hearing held purswant ro section 48A.16 by
notifying the commissioner in weiting of the withdrawal.
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Sec. l6. NEW SECTION. 48A.15 COMMISSIONER'S ACTION UPON
RECLIPT OF CHALLENGE OR WITHODRAWAL.

1. A challenge is valid if it meets the criteria in
section 48A.14, subsections 1, 2, and 3.

2. Upon receipt of a challenge which is not valid, the
cormigsioner ghall notlfy the challenger of the reascn the
challenge i3 not valld, and shall take no further action
regarding the challenge.

3. Upon receipt of a valid challenge, the commissioner
shall, within five working days, notify the challenged
registrant and the challenger of the date, time, and place of
a hearing on the matter of the challenge, to be held not less
than twenty nor more than thirty days from the commissioner's
receipt of the challenge. The notice of a hearing ahall
include a copy of the challenge, and shall advise the
challenged registrant that the registrant may personally
appear at the hearing, or may submit to the commissioner
befcre the heatring evidence, documentation, or statements
refuting the challenge.

4. The notice prescribed by subsection 3 shall be sent by
Eirst class forwardable mail to the challenged regastrant at
the registrant's most cecent mailing address according to the
registration recotrds,

5. If the challenge is withdrawn, the commissioner shall
immediately notify the challenged registrant of the
withdrawal, and shall cancel the scheduled hearing.

6. 1f the challenged registrant notifies the commissioner
that the challenged registrant wishes to appear in person but
is unable to do 30 on the date scheduled, the commissioner may
reschedule the hearing.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 48A.16 HEARING ON CHALLENGL.

1. At the time and place fixed for the hearing, the
commissionetr shall accept evidence on the challenge from the
challenger and the challenged registrant, or from any person
appeacing on bebalf of either, and review-any documents or
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statements pertaining to the challenge received before the
heating. On the basis of the evidence submitted, the
commissioner shall either reject Lhe challenge or cancel the
registration of the challenged registrant, Either the
challenged registrant or the challenger may appeal the
commisaioner's decision to the district court in the
commissioner*s county, and the decision of the court shall be
Einal.

2. 1If a challenged registrant does not personally appear
at the hearing and the challenged registramt's registration is
canceled, the ccmmissioner shall immedliately notify the
challenged registrant of the cancellation by firast class
forwardable mall sent to the challenged reglistrant®s most
recent nmailing address according to the registration records.

SUBCHAPTER IV
PLACES TQ REGISTER

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. d48A.17 REGISTRATION AT
COMM1SSIONER'S OPFICE.

A person who meets the qualifications to vote may appear in
person at the office of the county commissioner of
registration and apply to register toc vote.

Sec. 19. HNEW SECTION. 4B8A.18 VOTER REGISTRATION AT MOTOR
VEHICLE DRIVER'S LICERSE STATIONS.

1. Each state motor vehicle driver's license application,
incluvding any renewal application or application for a
nonoperator's identification card, submitted to the driver
services division of the state department of tramsportation
shall serve as an application for wvoter registration unless
the applicant declines ro register to vote. A ccmpleted voter
registration form submitted to the driver services division of
the state department of transportation shal! be considered to
update any previcus voter tegistration by the registrant.

2. A change of address form submitted to the driver
services division of the state depatctment of transportation

shall serve as a change of address for votet registration
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purposes unless the registrant states on the form that the
change of address is not for voter tegistration putposes.

3. 1Information relating to the refusal of an applicant for
a driver's license to apply to register to vote shall not be
uvsed for any putpose other than voter registration.

4. Porms and procedures used by the driver services
division for wvoter registration and a schedule for
transmission of voter registration forms from the division to
the county commissioner of registration shall be prescribed by
the state voter regiastration commission by rule.

Sec. 20, NEW SECTION. 4B8A.19 VOTER REGISTRATION
AGENCIES.

1. The following state agenclies are responsible for vorer
registration:

a. All state coffices that have direct client contact and
provide applications for public assistance, including but not
limited to offices administering the following programs:

{1) Food stamps.

(2) MHedical assistance under chapter 249%A.

{37 Iowa family investment program.

{4] Special supplemental food program for women, infants.
and children.

b. All cffices that provide state-funded programs
primarily engaged in providing services to persons with
disabilities, including but not limited to all of the
following:

{1} Depactment fot the blind.

{2y ©Division of vocational rehabilitation services of the
department of educatiocn.

{3) Deaf services division of the department of human
riaghts or its successor agency.

(4} Division of persons with disabjlities of the
department of human rights or its successor agency.

An agency designated a vorer registration agency under this
patagraph which provides services to persoms with disabilities
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in their homes shall provide voter reglstracicn services at
the clients' homes,

c. Other federal amnd state agencies designated to provide
voter teglistraticn services include, but are not limited to,
the United States armed €orces tecruitlng offices.

2. Agencies designated to provide voter registration
services shall provide the following secrvices:

a. Distribution of a voter registration form either on
paper ot electronic medium,

b. Asgistance to registrants in completing voter
registration forms, unless the registrant refuses assistance.
¢. Acceptance of completed voter registration forms for

transmittal as required in section 4BA.21.

3. The voter registration agency shall provide voter
registration services with each application for services oc
agslstance and with each recertification, renewal, or change
of addreas Ecrm completed relating to the agency's services,
The sectetary of state shall adopt administrative rules in
cooperatlon with voter registration agencies to carry out the
requirements of this sectlion.

4. The voter registration agency shall provide a form to

applicants that includes all of the following:

a. The question, “1f you are not registeted to vote where
you live now, would you like to apply to register to vote here
today?"

b. 1f the agency provides public assistance, the
statement, “Applying to register or declining to register to
vote will not affect the amount of assistance that you will be
ptovided by this agency.”

c. Boxes for the applicant to check and choices in
substantially the tollowing form:

. I want to register to vote.
1 do not want to register Lo vole.”

The following statement shall be printed near the choices
and shall be printed in large, readable type:
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"If you do not check either box, you will be considered to
have decided not to register to vote at this time."

d. The statement, "If you would like help in filling out
the voter regigtration form, we will help you. The decision
whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out the
application form in private.®

However, in those voter registration agencies where
electronic forms are used, the following statement shall be
used: "1f you want to fill out the form in private, a
gepatate papetr form for voter reglatration will be provided."

e. The statement, "1f you believe that someone has
interfered with your right to register or toc decline to
register Lo vote, your right to privacy in deciding whethet to
regiater or in applying to register to vote, or your right to
choose your own political patty or other political preference,
you may file a complaint with the state voter registration
commission™. The name, address, and telephone number of the
voter registration commigsion shall complete the atatement.

The voter registration agency may distribute the voter
registration fotm either on paper or by electronic medium.

5. The voter registration agency shall provide each
applicant who chooses to register to vote the same degree of
assistance in completing the reqgistration form as is provided
by the office for the completion of its own forms unless the
applicant refuses such assistance.

6. Completed voter registration forms shall be tramsmitted
as provided in section 48A,21,

Sec. 21. 48A.20 PROHIBITED ACTS BY VOTER
REGISTRATION AGENCY EMPLOYEIES.

A person who provides voter registration services as
tequired by this subchapter shall not:

}. Seek to influence an applicant's political preference
or party cegistration.

2, Display a political preference ot party affiliation.
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3. Make any statement to an applicant or take any action
which has the purpose or effect of discouraging the applicant
from registering to vote.

4. Hake any statement to an applicant or take any action
which has the purpose or effect of leading the applicant to
believe that a decision to register or not to register to vote
has any bearing on the availability of services or benefits,

Sec. 22. 48A.21 TRANSMISSION OF FORMS FROM
AGENCIES AND ORIVER'S LICENSE STATIONS.

The state registrar of voters shall adopt administrative
tules regulating the tcansmission of completed voter
registration forms Erom voter registration agencies and from
driver's license stations. All completed voter registration
applications in the possession of a voter registration agency
or a driver’'s license station at five p.m. on the last work
day of each week shall be tcansmitted to the location
designated by the state registrar of voters by rule.
Procedures or requirements for more frequent transmissions may
be specified by rule,

Sec. 21. 4BA.22 VOTER REGISTRATION BY
VOLUNTEFER ORGANIZATIONS.

The secretary of state shall encourage voluateer
organizations to undertake voter registration drives by
providing mail registration fotms at the cost of production.

Sec. 24. HEW SECTION. 48A.23 REGISTRATION AT EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS.

l. Av least twice during each school year, the board of
directors of each school district operating a high schocl and
the authorities in charge of each accredited nonpublic achool
shall offer the opportunity to register to vote to each
student who is at least seventeen and one-half years of age.

2. All postsecondary schools, including but not limited
to, colleges. universities, and trade and technical schools
which receive state funding shall offer the opportunity to
register to vote to each student at least once each year.
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Students shall be provided with the fedetal voter registtation
form or the lowa voter registration form, as applicable.

Sec. 25. NEW SECTIOM. 48A.24 VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS IN
INCOME TANX RETURNS AND BOOKLETS.

For odd-numbered tax years, the director of cevenue and
Einance shall insert sgecurely in each individual income tax
return form or instruction booklet two voter reglstration
forms, designed according to rules adopted by the state voter
registration commission.

Sec, 26. NEW SECTION. 48A.25 COMPENSATION FOR ASSISTANCE
IN COMPLETING REGISTRATICH FORMS.

A perscn may pay, cffer to pay, or accept compensation for
assisting othets in completing voter registration forms only
if the compensation is based solely con the time spent
providing the assistance. Paying, offering to pay, or
receiving compensation based on the number of registration
forms completed, or the party affillatlions shown on completed
tegistration forms, or on any other performance criteria, is a
sericus misdemeanor.

This section shall not apply to state statutory political
committees, as defined in section 43.111.

This section shall not apply to state and political
subdivision employees who are required to offer assistance to
clients as a part of thelr regular job duties, and who shall
not be granted additicnal compensation for voter reglistration
activities. A person assisting another in ccmpleting 4 voter
tegistration form shall not complete any portion of the form
without the knowledge or consent of the registrant,

SUBCHAPTER V.
PRCCESSING VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS

Sec., 27. d48A.26 ACKNOWLEPGMINT OF
REGISTRATION FORM.

1. Within seven working days cof cecelot of a voter
registration form or change c¢f information in a voter
registration record the commissionetr shall send an
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acknowledgment to the tegistrant at the mailing address shown
on the registration form. The acknewledgment shall be sent by
first class nonforwardable mail.

2. 1E the registration form appears on its face to be
complete and proper, the acknowledgment shall atate that the
registrant is now a registered voter of the county. The
acknowledgment shall also specify the name of the precinct and
the usuval polling place for the precinct in which the person
ig now registered. The acknowledgment may include the
political party affiliation most recently recorded by the
registrant.

1, If the registration form is missing required
information, the acknowledgment shall advise the applicant
what additional information is required. The commissicner
shall encleose a new registration by mail form for the
applicant to use. TE the registration form has no address,
the commissioner shall make a reascnable effort to determine
where the acknowledgment should be sent.

4. If the acknowledgment is retucrned as undeliverable by
the United States postal service, the commissioner shall
follow the procedure described in section 4BA.29, subsection
1.

5. If & registrant haa not supplied encugh {nformation on
a registration form for the commissiconer to determine the
correct precinct and cther districts, the commissioner shall
cbtain the information as guickly as possible eithet from the
registrant or other sources avallable Lo the commissioner.

6. An improperly addressed or delivered registration form
shall be forwarded to the appropriate county commissioner of
registration within two working days after it 13 received by
any other official. The date of registration shall be the
date the registration form was received by the first official.
If the registration form was postmarked fifreen or more days
vefore an rlection and the registration Focm was received by
the first official after the close of tegistration, the
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registration form shall be considered on time for the
election.

7. HWhen a perscn who 1s at least seventeen and cne-half
years of age but less than eighteen years of age registers to
vote, the cormissicner shall maintain a record of the
registration so as to clearly indicate that it will not take
effect vntil the registrant’'s eighteenth birthday and that the
person is registered and qualifies to vote at any election
held on ocr aftec that date.

Sec. 28, HNEW SECTION. 48A.27 CHANGES TO VOTER
REGISTRATION RECORDS.

1. Any voter tegistration form received by any voter
registration agency, driver's license station, or the
commissioner shall be considered as updating the registrant's
previous registration.

2. a. A person who is registersd to vote may reguest
changes in the voter's registration recotrd at any time by
submitting cne of the following, as applicable:

1} A written notice to the county commissioner.

12) A completed lowa or Eederal mail registration form to
the county commissioner.

13) ©On election day, a registration form to the precinct
election cfficials at the precinct of the voter's current
tesidence,

{4) A change of address form to the driver services
division of the state depattment of transportation.

{$) A change of address notice for votet registration
gubmitted to any voter registration agency.

b. If a change of name, telephone number, or address is
submitted under this subsecticn, the commissioner shall not
change the party affiliation in the elector's prior
tegistration other than that indicated by the elector.

3. The commissionet shall make the necessary changes in
the registration recocrds without any action by the registrant
when any of the following events occur: -
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a. Annexation of tertitory by a city. When an existing
city annexes territocy, the city clerk shall furnish the
commigsioner a detailed map of the annexed territory. The
commisasioner shall change the registration of persons residing
in that territory to reflect the annexation and the city
precinct to which each of those persons is assigned. If the
commissioner cannot determine the names and addresses of the
persons affected by the annexation, the commissioner shall
send each person who may be involved a letter informing the
person that the person's registration may be in error, and
request ing that each person provide the commigssioner with the
information necessary to correct the registration records.

b. Change of official street name or house or building
number by a city or county. When the city cr county changes
the name of a street or the number of a house or other
building in which a perscn resides, the city clerk or county
board of supervisors shall inform the commissiconer of the
change, and the commissioner shall change the registraticn of
each person affected.

c. Incorporation or discontinuance of a city. When a new
city Is incorporated or an existing city is discontinued, the
city clecrk shall notify the commissicoer. The commissionec
shall change the registration of each pecson affected.

d. Change of rural route designation of the residence of
the regiatered voter. The commissioner shall request each
postmaster in the county to inform the commissioner of each
change in rural route designation and the names of the persons
atfected, and the commissicner shall change the registration
of each person as appropriate.

4. a. A commissioner., either independently or in
cooperation with the state registrar of voters, and in
accordance with tules of the state votet tegistration
commission, may enter inko an agreerent with a licensed vendor
of the United States postal service partticipating in the
national change of address program to identify cequstered
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voters of the county who may have moved either within oc
outside the county.

b. If the information provided by the vendor indicates
that a reglistered voter has moved to another address within
the county, the cormissionec shall change the registration
records to show the new residence address., and shall also mail
a notice of that action to both the former and new addresses.
The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, and
shall include a postage prepaid preaddcessed return form by
which the registered voter may verify or corcrect the address
information.

c. 1€ the information provided by the vendor indicates
that a registered voter has moved to an address cutside kthe
county, the commissioner ahall make the registration record
inactive, and shall mail a notice to the registeted voter at
both the former and new addresses. The notice shall be sent
by forwardable first class mail, and shall include a pcstage
paid preaddressed return card on which the registered voter
may state the reglstered voter's current address. The notice
shall contain a statement in substantially the fcllowing fotm:
“Information teceived from the United States postal service
indicates that you are no longer a resident of, and therefore
not eligible to vote in {nare of county) County, Iowa., If
this information is not correct, and you still tive in (name
of county) County, please complete and mail the attached
pestage paid card at least ten days befcre the primacy or
general election and at least eleven days before any other
election at which you wish to vote. If the information ia
cotrect and you have moved, please contact a local cfficlal in
your new area for asgigtance in registering there.

1¢ you do not mail in the card, you may be required to show
identification proving youtr tesidence in (name of county)
County before being allowed to vote it (name of county)
County. 1f you d¢ not returm the card, and you do not vote in
an election in (name of county} County, lowa on or before
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[Qate of second general election following the dare of the
notice) your name will be removed from the list of voters in
that county. To ensure you recelve this notice, it is being

sent to both youtr most recent registration address and to your

new address as ceported by the postal service."

d. If the information provided by the vendor indicates the
registered voter has moved to ancther county within the state,
the notice required by paragraph "c¢" shall include a statement
that registration in the county of the person’s current
residence 1a cequired, and shall provide a mail registration
form for the perscn to use.

e. If a registered voter returns a card sent purswant to
this subsection and conflitma that the registered voter has
moved tc a new residence cutside the county, the commissioner
shall cancel the reglstration of the voter.

£. If a registered votec tetuens a card sent pursuant to
this subsection and states that the cegistered voter's
residence address has not changed for the putpose of voter
registration, the commissioner shall reinstate the record to
active status, making any other changes directed by the
registrant in the notice.

5. The commissicner shall keep a record of the names and
addresses of the registered votetrs to whom notices under this
section are sent and the date o€ the notice. When the return
catd from a notice is received by the commissioner, the
commissionetr shall record the date it was received and whether
the registrant had moved within the county, moved to an
address outside the county, or had not changed residence.

Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. d48A.2B8 SYSTEMATIC CUNFIRMATION
PROGRAM.,

1. Each commissioner shall conduct a systematic program
that makes a reasonable effott to remove from the official
tist of registered voters the names ol registered voters who
have changed residence from their regustration addresses.
Either or both of the methods described in tnis secticon may ne
used.
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2. A commissicner may participate in the United States
postal service national change of address program, as provided
in section 48A.27. The state voter registcation commission
shall adopt rules establishing specific requirements for
participation and use of the national change of address
program,

A commissioner participating in the naticnal change of
address program, in the first quarter of each calendar vear,
shall send a notice and preaddressed, postage paid return card
by Eirst class forwardable mail to each registered voter whose
name was not reported by the national change of address
progtam and who has not voted, registered again, or reporred a
change to an existing regigstration during the preceding four
calendar years. The form and language of the notlice and
return card shall be specified by the state voter registration
commission by rule. A registered voter shall not be sent a
notice and retutrn card uvnder this subsection more frequently
than once in a four-year period.

3. For a commissioner who is not participating in the
national change of address program, in February of each year
the commissioner shall malil a confirmatlon notice to each
registered voter in the county. The notice shall be sent by
first class forwardable mail. The notice shall include a
preaddressed, postage paid return card for the use of the
registered voter or the recipient of the notice. The card
shall contain boxes for the recipient to check te indicate one
of the following:

a. That the tecipient is the registered voter ramed on the
card, and is still a resident at the address listed.

b, That the recipient is the reglistered voter named on the
card, but is no longer a tesident of the address listed.

c¢. 'That the recipient is not the registered voter named on
the card, and the registered voter named on the catd is not a
resident of the address listed,
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The form and language of the notice and return card shall
be specified by the state voter registration commission by
rule.

Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. d48A.29 PROCEDURE UPON RETURN OF
CONFIRMATION CARD,

1. If a confirmation notlce and return card seant pursuant
to section 98A.28 is returned as undeliverable by the United
States postal service, the commissioner shall make the
regiatration record imactive and shall mail a notice to the
registered voter at the registered voter's most recent mailing
address, as shown by the registration recocds.

The notice shall be sent by fotwardable fiest class mail,
and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return card on
which the registered voter may state the registered voter's
curtent address. The notice shall contain a gtatement in
substantially the following form: “Informatlon received Erom
the Unlted States postal service indicates that you are no
longer a resident of (residence address) in (name of county)
County, Iowa, IE this information is not cotrrect, and you
still live in [(name of county) County, please complete and
mail the attached postage paid card at least ten days before
the primary or general election and at least eleven days
before any other election at which you wish to vote, If the
information ie correct, and you have moved, please contact a
lecal official in your new area for assistance in cegistering
there. If you do mot mail in the card, you may be cequired to
show identification proving your residence in (name of county)
County before being allowed to vote In (name of county)
County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in
some election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before
(date of second general election following the date of the
notice) your name will be cemoved from the list of voters in
that county.”

2. When a detachable return cacd originally attached to a
conlficmation notice is returned indicating that the registered
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vorer ls still a reaident of the address shown on Lhe
tegistration records, the commissioner shall make a recocd of
the date the card was recelved.

3. When a detachable return card coriginally attached to a
confirmation notice s returned by anyone other than the
registered voter indicating thar the cegistered voter is no
longer a cesident of the reglstration address, the
commissioner shall make the registration record inactive, and
shall mail a notice to the registered voter at the registered
voter's most recent maillng address. as shown by the
reglstration records.

The notice shall be sent by forwardable firat class mall,
and shall include a postage pald preaddressed return card on
which the registered voter may atate the registeced voter's
current address. The notice shall contain a statement in
gubstantially the following form: “Information received by
this office indicates that you acre no longer a resident OF
(residence address) in {name of county) County, [owa. [f the
information is mot correct, and you atill live at that
addresa, please complete and mail the attached pestage paid
card at least ten days before the primary or genetal election
and at least eleven days before any other election at which
you wish to vote., IF the information is correct, and you have
moved within the county, you may update your registration by
listing your new address on the card and mailing it back. If
you have moved ocutslide the county, please contact & local
official i1n your new area tot assistance in reqistering there,
If you do not mail in the card, you may be regquired to show
Lldentification proving your tesidence .in (name ot county)
County before being allowed to vote in (name of county)
County. 1F you do nmot return the card, and You do not vote in
some election in {name of county} County, lowa on or before
(date of second general election ftollowing the date of Lhe
notice) your name will be removed from the list of regiastered
voters in that county.,” :
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Sec. 31. HNEW SECTION., 48A.30 CANCELLATION OF VOQTER
REGISTRATIONM.

1. The voter cegistration of a raeglstered voter shall be
canceled if any of the following cccurs:

a. The registered voter dies. For the purposes of this
subsection, the commissioner may accept as evidence of death a
notice from the state reglstrar of viral statrlstics forwarded
by the state registrac of voters, a written statement from a
member of the registered voter's househocld, an cbituvary in a
newspaper, a written statement from an election official, or a
notice from the clerkx of the district court in the county
where the registered voter died.

b, The registered voter registers to vore in another
jurigsdiction, and the commissioner teceives notice of the
tegistration €rom the reglstration official in the other
jurisdiction.

¢. The registetred voter requests the cancellation in
weiting.

For the purposes of this subsection, a confirmation by the
registered voter that the registered voter is no longer a
resident of the county constitutes a tequest for cancellatlon.

d. The cleck of the district court, ot the United Stakes
attoeney, or the state reglstrar gends notice of the
registered voter's conviction of a felony as defined in
section 701.7, oc conviction of an offense classified as a
felony under federal law, The clerk of district court shall
send notice of a felony conviction to the srate registrar of
voters. The registrar shall determine in which county the
felon is registeced to vote, Lf any, and shall notify the
county commissioner of reqigtration for that county of the
felony conviction.,

2. The cletk of the district court or the state registrar
sends notice that the registered voter has been Jdeclared
mentally incompetent under state law.

€2ge 4S8
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f. The registered voter's registration record has been
inactive pursuant to section 48A.29 for two successive general
elections.

2. When a reglistratlon is canceled pursuvant to aubsection
1, paragraph "d", "e", or "F", the commlssioner shall send a
notlce of the cancellation to the registered voter.

Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 48AR.J1 DECEASED PERSONS RECORD.
The state registrar of vital statistice shall transmit or
cause to be transmitted to the state reglistcar of voters, once

each calendar quarter, a certified list of all persons
seventeen and one-half years of age and clder in the state
whoge deaths have been reported to the records and statistics
divigion of the Iowa department of public health since the
previous list of decedents was certified to the state
regiatrar of voters. The list shall be submltted according to
the specifications of the state registrar of voters, who shall
detecrmine whether each listed decedent was registered to vote
in this state, If the decedent was registered in a county
which uses its own data processing faclilities for voter
registration recordkeeping, the registrar shall notify the
commissioner in that county who shall cancel the decedent's
ctegistration, If the decedent was registered in a county for
which voter registration recordkeeping is performed under
contract by the registrar, the registrar shall immediately
cancel the registration and notify the commissioner of the
county in which the decedent was tegistered to vote of the
cancellation.

Sec. 33. MHEW SECTION. 48A.32 DESTRUCTION OR REMOVAL OF
CANCELED VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS.

Twenty=-two months after the next general election following
the cancellation of a person's voter reglistration, the
commissioner may destroy all records of that person’s
registration. At the discretion of the ccmmissioner, canceled
records may be donated to an historical society if all
confidential information has been removed from the records.
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Sec. 34. NEW SECTION. 4&BA.313 DECLINATION OF REGISTRATION
CPPORTUNITY.

When a cllent or applicant of a voter registration agency
declines to reglster to vote, the record of the declination
shall be kept by the voter registcation agency for twenty-rwo
months after the mext general election after which time the
agency may destroy the records.

SUBCHAPTER VI
RETENTION AND STORAGE OF VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS

Sec. 35. NEW SECTION. 48A.34 CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN
RECORDS.

Voter registration recovds are available for public
inspection at reasonable times at the office of the county
comnissioner, The commissioner and any voter cregistration
agency which has custody of voter registration records shall
take the necessary steps to ensure that the name of the agency
at which the votet reqgistration form was subwitted remains
confidential.

Sec. 36. NEW SECTION. 4BA.35 VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS
UNHDER CONTROL QF THE COMMISSIONER.

The county commissioner of elections shall be responsibie
for the maintenance and storage of all paper and electronic
voter registration records in the commissiconer's custody.
Criginal registration records shall not be removed from the
commissioner's office or from any other designated permanent
storage location except upon request of a county commissionet
ot a couct order, or as provided by section 48A.32. The state
registrar of voters and the state voter registration
commission shall adopt administrative rules to implerent this
section,

Sec. 37. NEW SECTION. 48A.36 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
RECORD RETENMTION IN VQTER REGISTRATIOM AGENCIES.

1. Voter registration agencies and the driver services
division of the state department of transportation may
elecrtronically transmit registration data to the state
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tegistrar of voters, who shall distcibute the information,
electronically or otherwise, to the appropriate conmissioner
in accordance with ruley of the state voter registration
commission and the state registrar of voters. The state
agency originating the registration data shall permanently
retain an electronic copy of the form completed by the
reqlatrant, including the registrant’'s signature, and shall
develop procedures for the retrieval and printing of that
electronic document, A printed copy of an electronic
registration document shall be made only upon the agency's
ctecelpt of a court order.

2. Upon receipt of electronic registration data under
subsection 1, the state reglstrar of voters may cause the
updating of registcation records for registrants in counties
which have arranged for data processing services under section
47.7, subsection 2. The reglstrar shall notify the
commissioner of the actiong taken.

Sec., 38, NEW SECTIOM., 48A,137 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
RECORDS.

l. Voter registration records shall be maintained in an
electronic medium., A history of local election participation
shall be maintained as part of the electronic record for at
least two general, prlmary, school, and clty electlons.
Absentee voting shall be recorded for the previous two general
and primary elections. After each election, the county
commissloner shall update telephone numbers provided by
cegiatered voters pursuant to section 49.717.

2. Electconic records shall inciude a sratus code
designating whether the records are active or inactive,
Inactive records are records of cegistered votecs to whom
notices have been sent pursuant to section 48A.28, subsection
3, and who have not returned the card or otherwise responded
to the notice, and those records have been designated inactive
pursuant to sectica 48A.29. All other records are active
records. An inactive record shall be made  active when the
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tegistered voter votes at an election, registecs again, or
reports a change of name, address, telephone aumber, or
political party affiliaticn,

$ec. 39. NEW SECTION., 4RAA.38 LISTS OF VOTERS.

1. Any person may reguest of the registrar and shall
receive, upon payment of the cost of preparation, a list of
ragistered voters and othec data on registration and par-
ticipation in electlona, in accordance with the following
requirements and limitarions:

a. The regiatrar shall prepacre each list requested within
fourtean days of receipt of the request, except that the
registrar shall not be required ro prepace any list withan
seven days of the close of registration Eor any regularly
scheduled election if the preparation of the list would impede
the preparation of election registers for that election.

b. Each list shall be as current as possible, but shall in
all cases reflect voter activity reported to any comnissioner
twenty-eight ot more days before preparation of the list.

¢. Each list shall be In the ocrder and form specified by
the list purchaser, and shall contain the reqistcation data
specified by the list purchaser, provided compliance with the
request is within the capability of the record maintenance
system used by the registrac.

d., Lists prepared shall not include inactive tecords
unless specifically requested by the requester.

e. The registrar shall prepare updates to lists at least
biweekly, and after the close of tegistration for a reqularly
scheduled election, but hefore the election, if requested to
do s0 at the time a list is purchased. All updates shall be
made available to all requesters at the same time, and shall
be in the order and form specified by each requester,

?, The registrar shall maintain a log 3f the name,
addcess, and telephone number of every person who ceceives @
list under this section, and of every person «who teviews
registration records in the office of the registrar.

g2eT 4S
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Commissioners of registration shall maintain a similar log in
theiv offices of those who receive a list from the
commiagsioner or who review registration records in the
comnissicner's cffice. Logs maintained under this subsection
are public records, and shall be available for public
ingpection at reasonable times.

Sec, 40, NEW SECTION. 48A.39 USE OF REGISTRATION
INFORMATION,

Information about individwal registrants obtained Erom
voter registration records shall be used only to request the
registrant's vote at an election, or for another genulne
political putpese, or Eor a bona fide official pucpose by an
elected official, or for bona fide political tesearch, but
shall not be used for any commercial purposes. A person who
uses registration information in viclation of this section
commits & serious misdemeanor.,

Sec. 41. NEW SECTION. d48A.40 REPORTS,

At least once each month and at other times deemed
appropriate, the county commissioner of registration shall
teport to the state registrar the number of persons registered
in each county. The report shall Include the registration
totals for each political party and the number of persons not
registered with a political party.

Sec. 42. 48A.41 CRIMIMAL PENALTIES.

1. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be
guilty of a class "D" felony:

a. Willfully registers to vote, knowing oneself not to be
eligible.

b. Willfully or knowingly provides false infocrmation for
the purpose of tegistering to vote,

c. Willfully or knowingly registers a fictitious persnn to
vote, Or attempts to do so.

4. Forges another person's name to a voter registraticn
form or other voter tegistration document,
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2. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be
guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor:

a. Willfully or knowingly entices another to frauwdulently
register to wvote.

b. Conspictes with another for the putpose of introducing
information known to be falese into voter registration records.
€. Willfully or knowingly destroys reqgistration recocds,
or attemptas to do so, without propet authotization. For the
purpose of this paragraph, an electronic record which has not
been replaced with a more recent version of the same reccrd,

13 a registration record.

d. Files a challenge under section 48A.14 which the
challenger knows contains false information pertaining to the
teasons the registration is being challenged.

e. Willfully ot knowingly intimidates or threatens, orc
attempts to intimidate or threaten, any perscon for registering
to vote or attempting to reglster to vote, or intimidates,
threatens, or coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or
coerce any person to register to vote or to attempt to
tegister to vote.

Sec. 43. Section 3%.3, subsection 10, Code Supplerent
1993, is amended to read as follows:

10, Ygnatified-eiecrors “Registered voter™ means a person
who is registered to vote pursuant to chapter 48 484,

Sec., 44. Secrtion 43.%, Ccde 1993, ig amended to read as
followsg:

43.5 APPLICABLE STATUTES.

The provisions of chapters 39, 47, 48 18A, 49, S0, 51, 52,
53, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62 and 722 shall apply, so fat as
applicable, to all primary elections, except as hereinafter
provided.

Sec. 45. Secrtion 47.1, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by
adding the following new unnpumbered paragraph after unnumbered
paragraph 2:
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The secretary of state is designated the chief state
election official and is responsible for coordination of state
responsibilities under the federal National Voter Registration
Act of 1993.

Sec. 46. Section 47.2, subsection 1, Code 1993, is amended
to read as Eollows:

1. The county avditor of each county la designated as the
county commisgiconer of elections in each county. The county
comunissioner of elections shall conduct voter registration
pursuant to chapter 48 48A and conduct all elections within
the county.

Sec. 47. Section 47.7, subsection 4, Code 1993, is amended
to read as follcows:

4. Mot later tham July 1, 1984, information listed in
not on the county's computer readable records shall be
provided to the cegistrar in a form speclfied by the
registrar. The registrar shall reguire that any information
supplied under section 48x6 48A.11, except subsections-%-and
+: the signature and attestation of the registrant, be
ptovided to the registvar in a form speclfied by the
tegistrac.

Sec. 48, Section 47.8., subsgsection 4, Code Supplement 1993,
is amended to read as follows:

4. The registration commisasion shall annually adopt a set
of standatd charges to be made for the services the registrar
i required to offer to the several commissioners, and for
furnishing of voter tegistration records vhich are requested
by persons other than the registrar, the state commissioner or
any commisgioner pursuant to section 48:9y-subsection-2
484.38. These charges shall be sufficient to reimburse the
state for the actual cost of furnishing such services oc
information, and shall be spec:fied by unit wherever possible.
The standard charges shall be adopted by the commission by

Janvary 15 of each calendac vear. -
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Sec. 49. Section 49.28, Code 19913, is amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

49.28 COMMISSIONFR TO FURNISH REGISTERS AND SUPPLIES.

The commisgionec shall prepare and furnish to each precince
an election register and all other books, forms, materials,
equipment, and supplies necessary to conduct the election.

After the registration deadline and before election day the
commissioner gshall prepare an election register for each
precinct in which voting wilkl occur on the day of the
election, The precinct election register shall be a list of
the names and addresses of all cegistered voters of the
precinct. Inactive records listed in the election register
shall be clearly identified with a special mark or symbol.

When a precinct is divided by a district boundary, and
some, but not all, registered voters of the precinct may vote
on an issue or office from that district, the election
tegister shall clearly indicate which of the registered voters
are entitled to vote in the district.

Sec. 50, Section 49.77, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

49.77 BALLOT FURNISHED TO VOTER.

1. The board members of their respective ptecincts shall
have charge of the ballots and furnish them to the voters.

Any person desiring to vote shall sign a voterc's declaration
provided by the officials, in substantially the following
Eorm:
VOTER'S DECLARATION OF ELIGIBILITY
[ do solemnly swear or a€firm that 1 am a resident of the

[P «o.. precinet, .......... ward or township, city of
.............. . county of .........,.., lowa.
1 am 2 goatifited-ckector registered voter. I have noi voted

and wili not vote in any other precinct in said election.
(For primary election only:} 1 am affiliated with the ......
............ pacty.

1 understand that any false statement in this declacation
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is a criminal coffense punishable as provided by law.

SIGNATURE OF VOTER
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE
Approved:
BOARD MEMBER
2. One of the precinct eslection officials shall anncunce
the etestarts voter's name aloud for the benefit of any
persons present pursuant to section 49.104, subsection 2. J or
5. &Any of those persons may upon request view the signed
declacations of eligibility and may review the signed
declarations on £lle 30 long as the person does not interfere
with the functions of the preclinct election officials.
3. A precinct election official shall require any person

whose name does not appear on the electiom registet as an
active voter to show identification., Specific documents which
are acceptable forms of ldentification shall be presceibed by
the state commissioner,

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A precinct election official may

identification upon which the etectoris voter's signature or
mack appears. If ldentification is established to the
satisfaction of the preclnct election officials, the person
may then be allowed to vote.

4, A-person-whose-name-does-not-appear-on-the-electinn
regtater-of-the-precinet-in-which-that-person-ctarms-the-eitghe
to-voate-shatl-not-be-permitted-ta-varey-except-tn-the
etreumsrance-desccibed-tn-section-48-7;-anhsectran-t;
paragraph-Sh¥;-untess-the-comminatonee-informa-the-precinck
elecrion-offtetats-thar-an-erear-has-gecurred-and-tnat-the
person-is-a-gquatified-etector-af-thar-peacinchr--i€-the
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cormissioner-finds-no-record-af-the-personis-registratéon-bot
the-persan-inatstes-that-the-person-is-a-quatified-etector-of
that-preeincty-the-precinct-etection-officiata-shati-attow-the
perssn-ta-case-a-batiat-in-the-manner-presctibed-by-section
49:8%7 A person whose name does not appear on the election
reqister of the precinct in which that person claims the right
to vote shall not be permitted to vote, unless the person

affirmg that the person is currently registered in the county
and presents prcof of identity, or the commissioner informs
the precinct election officials that an error has occutred and

the commissioner finds no record of the person's registration
but the person insists that the pecrson is a tegisteced votec
of that precinct, the precinct election officials shall allow
the person to cast a ballot in the manner prescribed by
section 49.81.

S. The rcequest for the telephone number in the declaration
of eligibility in subsection 1 is not mandatory and the
Eailure by the eiecter voter to provide the telephone number
does not affect the declaration's validity.

Sec. S51. Section 49.81, subgectlion 4, unnumbered paragraph
1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows:

The individual envelopes used for each paper ballot cast
pursuant to subsection 1 shall have printed on them the format
of the face of the registration €orm under section 483 48A,.8
and the following:

Sec., 52. Section 50.19%, unnumbered patagraph L, Code 19917,
is amended to read as follows:

The cormissioner may destroy precinct election registets,
the declarations of eligibility signed by voters, and other
material pectaining to any election in which federal offices
are not on the ballct, except the tally lists, six months
after the election if a contest is not pending. 1£ a contest
is pending all election materials shall be presecved until
final derecrmination of the contest, Before destroying the
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election registeta and declarations of eligibllity, the
commisgioner shall prepare records as necessary to pecmit
complliance with section-48v3ir-subsection-2 chapter 48A,
subchapter V. Nomination papers for primary election
candidates for state and county offlces shall be destroyed ten
days befote the general election, if a contest is not pending.

Sec. 53, Section $0.22, unoumbered paragqraph 2, Code 1993,
is amended to read as follows:

The decision to count or reject each ballot shall be made
upon the basis of the information given on the envelope
containing the special ballot, the evidence concerning the
challenge, the registration and the returned receipts of
registration, 3f-the-ehattenged-voterts-regiseration-wans
canceled-tn-the-same-county-vhere-the-person-attempted-to-vere
becanse-fivat-ciasn-mati-other-than-the-regisreation-recetpe
matied-pursnent-to-section-48r-3-was-ceturned-by-the-postal
service-during-the-four-years-preceding-the-clection-tn
pregreasy-the-personis-batlot-shati-be-aceepted-for-counting
and-the-etectoris-regiatration-shati-be-reinstaceds

Sec. S54. Section 53.2, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

53.2 APPLICATION FOR BALLOT.

Any quaitfted-electer reglatered voter, under the
clrcumstances specified in section 53.1, may on any day,
except election day, and not more than seventy days prior to

the date of the election, apply in pecson for an absentee
ballot at the commissloner's office or at any location
designated by the commissioner, or make written application to
the comnissioner for an absentee ballot. The state
commisgioner shall prescribe a form for absentee ballot
applications. HMHowever, if en-eteceor a tegistered voter
gubmits an application that includes all of the information
requlred in this section, the prescribed form is not requiced.
This section does not require that a written communication
mailed to the cormissioner's offlce to reqguest an absentee
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ballot, ot any other document be notacized as a prerequisite
to treceiving or marking an absentee ballot or returning to the
commissioner an absentee ballot which has been votaed.

Each application shall contain the name and slgnature of
the gquatifired-etectsr reqistered votec, the address at which

the ekector votec ls gualefied registered to vote, and the
name oc¢ date of the election for which the absentee ballot is
tequested, and such other information as may be necessary to
determine the correct absentee ballot for the qualified
elector. If insufficient information has been provided, the
commissioner shall, by the best reans available, cobrtain the
additional necessary information.

1€ the appllicatlion is for a primary electlion ballot and the
tequest is for a ballot of a party different from that
recorded on the quatéfied-electorts reqgistered voter's voter

cegistration record, the requested ballot shall be mailed or
glven to the applicant together with a "Change or Declaration
of Party Afflliation" form as prescribed in section 43.42, to
be ccmpleted by the qualified-etector registered voter at the
time of voting. Upon receipt of the properly completed form,
the commissioner shall approve the change or declacation and
enter a notation of the change on the registration reccrds.

1f an application for an absentee ballot is received from
an eligible elector who is not a quetifired-etecter cregistered
voter the commissioner shall send a registration form under
section 4873 48A.8 and an absentee ballot to the eligible
elector. IE the application ls received so late that it ig
unlikely that the cegistrarion form can be returned in time to
be effective on election day, the commissioner gshall enclose
with the absentee ballot a notice to that effect, informing
the voter of the registtation time limits in sections-48-3-and
48:1% section 48A.9. The commissioner shall recotd on the
elector®s application that the elector is not curtently
cegistered to vote, If the registration form is propecly
returned by the time provided by section #A<3 4RA.B, the

£e2Z 4S8
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commigsioner shall record on the elector's application the
date of receipt of the registzation form and enter a notation
of the registration on the registration records,

A quatified-etector registered voter who has not moved from
the county in which the elector is registered to vote ray
submit a change of name, telephone number, or address on the
form prescribed in section 48:3 A8A.B when casting an abosentee
ballot. Upon receipt of a properly completed form, the
comuissicnet ehall enter a notation of the change on the
registration records.

Sec. 5%. Section 53,38, Code 1993, is amended to read as
fcllows:

53.38 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATIOHN.

Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or
53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United
States, the affidavit vpon the ballot envelope of such voter,
1€ the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county
to which the ballot 13 submitted, shall constitute a
sufficient registration under the provisions of chapter 48 484
and the commissionet shall place the voter's name on the
registration record as a quatified-eiector registered voter,
tf 1t does not already appear there,

Sec. 56. Section $3.53, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1991,
is amended to read as tollows:

The voter's declatration or affirmation on the federatl
write-in ballot comstitutes a sufficient registration under
the provisions of chaptec 48 48A and the commissionetr shall
place the voter's name on the registration record as a
quatified-etectar registered voter, if the vorer's name does
not already appear on the registration record. HNo witness to
the cath i1s necessary.

Sec. 57. Section 280.9A, subsection ?, Code 199%, is
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:
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2. At least twice during each school year, the boatd of
directors of each local public scheol district operating a
high school and the authorities in charge of each accredited
nonpublic scheol operating a high school shall offer the
oppottunity to register to vote to each student who is at
least seventeen and one-half years of age, as required by
section 468A.22.

Sec. 58. Section 283A.1, subsection 3, Code 1993, is
amended to read as follows:

3. "Schogl board” means a board of school directors
tegularly elected by the qoatified registered voters of a
school corporation or district of the state of lowa.

Sec. 5%. Section 331.424, subsection 1, paragraph i, Code
1993, is amended to read as follows:

i. Elections, and voter registration pursuant to chapter
48 48A.

Sec. 60. Section 331.505, subsection 4, Code 1993, is
amended to read as follows:

4. Serve as county commissioner of registration as
provided in chapter 48 48A.

Sec. 6l. Section 368.1. subsection 12, Code Supplement
1993, is amended to read as follows:

12, “@ueaitfied-elector Registered voter" means a person

Sec. 62. Section 602.8102, subsection 15, Code Supplement
1993, is amended by Striking the subsection and insetting in
lieu therecf the following:

15. Notify the county commissioner of registration and the
state registrar of voters of persons seventeen and one-half
yeatrs of age and older who have been convicted of a felony or
who have been legally declared to be rentally incompetent.

Sec. 63. Section 914.6, subsections ) and 3, Code 1991,
ate amended to tead as follows:

l. Pardons, commutations of sentences, and remissions of
fines and forfeituress-and-restacations-af-righra-af
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ettirenship ahall be issued in duplicate. Reprieves
Restorations of rights of citizenship and reprieves shall be
issued in triplicate.

3. 1In the case of a remission of fines and forfeitures,
restoration of rights of citizenship, or a pardon, commutation
of sentence, or reprieve, if the person s not in custody, one
copy of the executive instrument shall be delivered to the
pecson and one copy to the clerk of court where the judgment
is of recoed. A list of the restorations of rights of
citlzenship issued by the governor shall be delivered to the
state registrar of votecs at least once each month.

Sec. 64, Sections 43.41, 43.42, 43.43, 43.120, 49.11,
49.27, 49,30, 49.43, 49.74, 49.80, 49.81, 49.105, 50.7, S0.8,
3.7, §3.8, 53.1%, $3.17, §3.19, 51.2%, $1.19, 176A.5, 176A.8,
275.13, 303.25, 30).49, 331.201, 331.751, 3s7.12, 3%7C.7,
1$70.8, 3S7E.8, 3%7P.8, 158.7, and 168,14, Code 1993, are
amended by atciking from the sectlons the words "qualified
elector” and "qualified electors® and insecting in lieu

thereof the words "registered voter" and "registered vorers”
and by striking from the sections the words "elector” and
“electors" when it is used to mean “"qualified elector™ or
"quallfied electors" and inserting in lieu thereof the words
"registered voter” or “"voter" and “registered voters” or
"voters"”, as approptiate.

Sec. §5. Sections 19.3, 53.1, 53.11, %3.22, 275.1, and
362.2, Code Supplement 1993, are amended by striking from the
sections the words "gualified elector”™ and "qualified
electors® and inserting in lieu thereof the words "registered
votet” and "registered voters" and by striking from the
sections the words "elector” and “electors” when it is used to
mean “qualified elector” or "qualified electors” and insecting
in lieu thereof the words "registered votec” or "voter™ and
"cegistered voters” or "voters", as appropeiate,

Sec, 6. Sections &47.4, 48.1%, 4B.2, 8.1, 48,4, 48.5,
38.6, 49.7, 4.8, 48.9, 48,10, 48,11, 48,12, 49.15, 48.17,

48.20, 48.21, 48.22, 48.23, 48
1991, are cepealed.

Sec. 67. Sections 48.16 an
are repealed.

Sec. 68, FFPECTIVE DATE.
1995.

1 hereby cettify that this
is known as Senate File 2223,

Approved’?‘éz (/__., 1994

TERRY F. BRANSTAD
Governore
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This Act takes effect January 1,

LEONARD L. BOSWELL
Preaident of the Senate
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