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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to voter registration, implementing the federal 

National Voter Registration Act, and providing penalties and 

an effective date. 
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1 SUBCHAPTER I 

2 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

3 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 48A.l STATEMENT OF INTENT. 

4 It is the intent of the general assembly to facilitate the 

S registration of eligible residents of this state through the 

6 widespread availability of voter registration services. This 

7 chapter and other statutes relating to voter registration are 

8 to be liberally construed toward this end. 

9 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 48A.2 DEFINITIONS. 

10 The definitions established by this section and sect1on 

11 39.3 shall apply wherever the terms so defined appear in this 

12 chapter, unless the context in which any such term is used 

13 clearly requires otherwise. 

14 1. "Commissioner of registration" means the county 

15 commissioner of elections as defined in section 47.2. 

16 2. "Homeless person" means a person who lacks a fixed, 

17 regular, and adequate nighttime residence and who has a 

18 primary nighttiffie residence that is one of the following: 

19 a. A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter 

20 designed to provide temporary living accomodations. 

21 b. An institution that provides.a temporary residence for 

22 persons intended to be institutionalized. 

73 c. A public or private place not designed for, or 

24 ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accomodation for human 

25 beings. 

76 3. ''Mentally incompetent person" means a person who has 

27 been legally determined to be severely or profoundly mentally 

28 retarded, or has been found incompetent in a proceeding held 

29 pursuant to section 229.27. 

30 4. ''Voter registration form'' means an application to 

31 register to vote which must be completed by any person 

J2 registering to vote. 

JJ Sec. J. NEW SECTION. 48A.3 COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRAT:ON. 

34 ThP county commissioner of elections is designated the 

15 comm;~sioner of registration for the county, and may appoint 
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l deputies and assistants, subject to the approval of the C011nty 

2 board of supervisors, necessary to carry out the 

3 commissioner's responsibilities under this chapter and under 

4 rules of the state voter registration commission and the state 

S registrar of voters. 

6 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 48A.4 QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS. 

7 Before undertaking any voter registration duties, each 

8 voter registration officer, deputy, or assistant in whatever 

9 capacity, or clerk in the office of commissioner shall take an 

10 oath in the form prescribed by the state commissioner of 

ll elections. 

12 

13 

SUBCHAPTER II 

QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE 

14 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 48A.5 VOTER QUALIFICATIONS. 

15 l. An eligible elector wishing to vote in elections in 

16 Iowa shall register to vote as required by this chapter. 

17 2. To be qualified to register to vote an eligible elector 

18 shall: 

19 a. Be a citizen of the United States. 

20 b. Be an Iowa resident. A person's residence, for voting 

21 purposes only, is the place which the person declares is the 

22 person's home with the intent to remain there permanently or 

23 tor a definite, or indefinite or indeterminable length of 

24 time. A person who is homeless or has no established 

25 residence may declare residence in a precinct by describing on 

26 the voter registration form a place to which the person often 

27 returns. 

28 

29 

30 

31 

c. Be at least 

registration forms 

at least seventeen 

registration shall 

eighteen years of 

shall be accepted 

and a half years 

not be effective 

32 reaches the age of eighteen. 

age. Completed 

from registrants who are 

of age, however, the 

until the registrant 

33 d. Not claim the right to vote in more than one place. A 

34 registrant shall be presumed to revoke any earlier claim of 

35 residence for voter registration purposes. 
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l 3. If a p~rson who meets the requirements set forth in 

2 subsection 2 moves to a new residence, either in Iowa or 

1 outside Iowa, and does not meet the voter requirements at the 

4 person's new residence, the p~rson may vote at the person's 

S former precinct in Iowa until the person meets the voter 

G requirements of the person's new residence. However, a person 

I who has moved to a new residence and fails to register to vote 

B at the person's new residence after becoming eligibl~ to do so 

9 shall not be entitled to vote at the person's former precinct 

10 in Iowa. 

ll 4. A citizen of the United States who lives outsid~ of the 

12 United States has the right to register and vote as if the 

13 person were a resident of a precinct in Iowa if the citizen 

14 was an eligible elector of Iowa immediately before leaving the 

15 United States. A citizen who was not old enough to register 

16 to vote.before leaving the United States but who met all of 

17 the other requirements for voter registration at that time 

18 also has the right to register and vote as if the person were 

19 a resident of a precinct in Iowa. This right applies even 

20 though while living outside the United States the citizen does 

21 not have a residence or other address in the pr~cinct, and the 

22 citizen has not determined whether to return to Iowa. To 

23 qualify to vote in Iowa a United States citizen living outside 

24 the United States shall: 

25 a. Comply with all applicable requirements of sections 

26 53.37 to 53.53 r~lating to absentee ballots for members of the 

27 armed forces and other citizens living outside the United 

28 States. 

29 b. Not maintain a residence, shall not be registered to 

30 vote, and shall not vote in any other state, territory, or 

31 possession of the United States. 

J2 c. Possess a valid passport or identity card and 

33 registrat1on issued under authority of the United States 

34 secretary of state, or, if the citizen does not possess a 

35 valid passport or card of identity or registration, an 
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l alternative form of identification consistent with the 

2 provis1ons of applicable federal and state requirements. 

3 S. If a United States citizen living outside the United 

4 States meets the requirements for voting, except for 

5 residence, has never lived in the United States, and has a 

6 parent who meets the definition of a member of the armed 

7 forces of the United States under section 53.37, the citizen 

8 is eligible to register to vote and vote at the same voting 

9 residence claimed by the citizen's parent. 

10 6. The deadlines for voter registration shall not apply to 

11 a person who has been discharged from military service within 

12 thirty days preceding the date of an election. The person 

13 shall present to the precinct election official a copy of the 

14 person's discharge papers. The person shall complete a voter 

15 registration form and g1ve it to the official before being 

16 permitted to vote. 

17 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 48A.6 DISQUALifiED ELECTORS. 

18 The following persons are disqualified from registering to 

19 vote and from voting: 

20 l. A person who has been convicted of a felony as def1ned 

21 in section 701.7, or convicted of an offense classified as a 

22 felony under federal law. If the person's rights are later 

23 restored by the governor, or by the president of the United 

24 States, the person may register to vote. 

25 2. A person who has been legally determined to be mentally 

26 incompetent. Certification by the clerk of the district court 

27 that any such person has been found no longer incompetent by a 

28 court shall qualify such person to again be an elector, 

29 subject to the other provisions of this chapter. 

10 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 48A. 7 REGISTRATION IN PERSON. 

31 An eligible elector may register to vote by appearing 

32 personally and completing a voter registration form at the 

33 office of the commissioner in the county in which the person 

34 resides, at a motor vehicle drivers' license station, or at 

15 any voter registration agency. A separate registrat~on form 
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l shall be signed by each individual registrant. 

2 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 48A.8 REGISTRATION BY MAIL. 

1 An eligible elector may register to vote by completing a 

4 mail registration form. The form may be mailed or delivered 

5 by the registrant or the registrant's designee to the 

6 commissioner in the county where the person resides. A 

7 separate registration form shall be signed by each individual 

8 registrant. 

9 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 48A.9 VO'I'ER REGISTRATION DEADLINES. 

10 l. Registration closes at five p.m. eleven days before 

ll each election except primary and general elections. For 

12 primary and general elections, registration closes at five 

13 p.m. ten days before the election. An eligible elector may 

14 register during the time registration is closed in the 

15 elector's precinct but the registration shall not become 

16 effective until registration opens again in the elector's 

17 precinct. 

18 2. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight a.m. 

19 until at least five p.m. on the day registration closes before 

20 each regularly scheduled election. 

21 3. A registration form submitted by mail shall be 

22 considered on time if it is postmarked no later than the 

73 fifteenth day before the election, even if it is received by 

24 the commissioner after the deadline, or if the registration 

25 form is received by the commissioner no later than five p.m. 

26 on the last day to register to vote for an election, even if 

27 it is postmarked after the fifteenth day before the election. 

28 4. Registration forms submitted to voter registration 

29 agencies or to motor vehicle driver's license stations shall 

10 be considered on time if they are received no later than five 

31 p.m. on the day registration closes for that election. 

32 Offices or agencies other than the county commissioner's 

JJ office are not required to be oper1 for voter registration 

34 purposes at ~imes other than their usual office hours. 

35 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 48A.l0 REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 
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1 If a registered voter moves to a different county, the 

2 person shall submit a completed voter registration form to the 

3 commissioner in order to be qualified to vote in that county. 

4 An otherwise eligible elector whose right to vote has been 

5 restored pursuant to chapter 914 or who has been found not to 

6 be mentally incompetent may register to vote. 

7 SUBCHAPTER III 

8 FORMS AND PROCEDURES FOR VOTER REGISTRATION 

9 Sec. ll. NEW SECTION. 48A.ll VOTER REGISTRATION FORM. 

10 l. Each voter registration form shall provide space for 

11 the registrant to provide the following information: 

12 a. The county where the registrant resides. 

13 b. The registrant's name. 

14 c. The address at which the registrant resides and claims 

15 as the registrant's residence for voting purposes. 

16 d. The registrant's mailing address if it is different 

17 from the residence address. 

18 e. Social security number of the registrant (optional to 

19 provide). 

20 f. Date of birth. 

21 g. Se ><. 

22 h. Residential telephone number (optional to provide). 

23 1 . Political party registration. 

24 ) . The name and address appearing on the registrant's 

25 previous voter registration. 

26 k. A space for a rural resident to provide township and 

27 section number, and such additional information as may be 

28 necessary to describe the location of the rural resident's 

29 home. 

30 1. A space for a registrant who is homeless or who has no 

31 established residence to provide such information as may be 

32 necessary to describe a place to which the person often 

33 returns. 

34 m. A statement that lists each eligib1lity requirement, 

35 contains an attestation that the registrant meets all of the 
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1 requirements, and requires the signature of the registrant 

2 under penalty of perjury. 

3 n. A space for the registrant's signature and the date 

4 signed. 

~ 2. The voter registration form shall include, in print 

o that is identical to the attestation portion of the form, the 

7 following: 

8 a. Each voter eligibility requirement. 

9 b. The penalty provided by law for submission of a false 

10 voter registration form, which shall be the penalty for 

ll perjury as provided by section 902.9, subsection 4. 

12 3. Voter registration forms used by voter registration 

13 agencies under section 48A.l9 shall include the following 

14 statements: 

15 a. If a person declines to register to vote, the fact that 

16 the person has declined to register will remain confidential 

17 and will be used only for voter registration purposes. 

18 b. If a person does register to vote, the office at which 

19 the registrant submits a voter registration form will remain 

20 confidential and will be used only for voter registration 

21 purposes. 

22 4. Voter registration forms may be on paper or electronic 

23 medta. 

?.4 5. All forms for voter registration shall be prescribed by 

2S rule adopted by the state voter registration commission. 

26 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 48A.l2 FEDERAL MAIL VOTER 

27 REGISTRATION FORM. 

28 The mail voter registration form prescribed by the federal 

29 election co~~ission shall be accepted for voter registration 

30 tn Iowa if all required information is provided, if it is 

Jl signed by the registrant, and if the form is timely received. 

32 The state commissioner of elections shall make the federal 

]3 mail voter registration forms available for distribution to 

14 governmental and private entities, with particular emphasis on 

)S making them available to organized voter registration entities 
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1 and programs. 

2 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 48A.l3 ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES ON 

3 VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS. 

4 Electronic signatures shall be accepted. However, before 

5 the use of electronic signatures is accepted on voter 

6 registration forms, the state voter registration commission 

7 shall prescribe by rule the technological requirements for 

8 guaranteeing the security and integrity of electronic 

9 signatures. 

10 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 48A.l4 CHALLENGES OF VOTER 

11 REGISTRATIONS. 

12 1. The registration of a registered voter may be 

13 challenged by another registered voter of the same county 

14 subject to the conditions and limitations of this section. A 

15 challenge shall be a statement in writing to the commissioner 

16 alleging one or more of the following reasons the challenged 

17 registrant's registration should not have been accepted or 

18 should be canceled: 

19 a. The challenged registrant lS not a citi:~:en of the 

20 United States. 

21 b. The challenged registrant is less than seventeen and 

22 one-half years of age. 

23 c. The challenged registrant 1s not a resident at the 

24 address where the registrant is reg1stered. 

25 d. The challenged registrant has falsified information on 

26 the registrant•s registration form. 

27 e. The challenged registrant has been convicted of a 

28 felony, and the registrant's voting rights have not been 

7.9 restored. 

30 f. The challenged registrant has been adjudged mentally 

31 incompetent by a court of law and no subsequent proceeding has 

32 reversed that finding. 

33 2. A challenge shall not contain allegations aga1nst more 

34 than one registered voter. 

35 3. A challenge shall contain a statement signed by the 
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l challenger in substantially the following form: ''I swear or 

2 affirm that information contained on this challenge is true. 

3 T understand that knowingly filing a challenge containing 

4 false 1nformation is a serious misdemeanor." 

5 4. A challenge may be filed at any time. A challenge 

6 filed less than seventy days before a regularly scheduled 

7 election shall not be processed until after the pending 

8 election unless the challenge is filed within twenty days of 

9 the commissioner's receipt of the challenged registrant's 

10 registration form or notice of change to an existing 

ll registration. 

12 5. A challenger may withdraw a challenge at any time 

13 before the hearing held pursuant to section 48A.8 by notifying 

14 the commissioner in writing of the withdrawal. 

15 Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 48A.l5 COMMISSIONER'S ACTION UPON 

16 RECEIPT OF CHALLENGE OR WITHDRAWAL. 

17 l. A challenge is valid if it meets the criteria in 

18 section 48A.l4, subsections 1, 2, and 3. 

19 2. Upon receipt of a challenge which is not valid, the 

20 commissioner shall notify the challenger of the reason the 

21 challenge 1s not valid, and shall take no further action 

27. regarding the challenge. 

23 3. Upon receipt of a valid challenge, the commissioner 

24 shall, within five working days, notify the challenged 

25 registrant and the challenger of the date, time, and place of 

26 a hearing on the matter of the challenge, to be held not less 

21 than twenty nor more than thirty days from the corrunissioner's 

28 receipt of the challenge. The notice of a hearing shall 

29 include a copy of the challenge, and shall advise the 

30 challenged registrant that the registrant may personally 

31 appear at the hearing, or may submit to the commissioner 

32 before the hearing evidence, documentation, or statements 

33 cefuting the challenge. 

34 ~- The notice prescribed by subsection 3 shall be sent by 

35 first class forwardable maLl to the challenged registrant at 
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the registrant's most recent mailing address according to the 

registration records. 

5. If the challenge is withdrawn, the commissioner shall 

immediately notify the challenged registrant of the 

withdrawal, and shall cancel the scheduled hearing. 

6. If the challenged registrant notifies the commissioner 

that the challenged registrant wishes to appear in person but 

is unable to do so on the date scheduled, the commissioner may 

9 reschedule the hearing. 

10 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 48A.l6 HEARING ON CHALLENGE. 

11 1. At the time and place fixed for the hearing, the 

12 commissioner shall accept evidence on the challenge from the 

13 challenger and the challenged registrart, or from any person 

14 appearing on behalf of either, and review any documents or 

15 statements pertaining to the challenge received before the 

lG hearing. On the basis of the evidence submitted, the 

17 comm1ss1oner shall either reject the challenge or cancel the 

18 registration of the challenged registrant. Either the 

19 challenged registrant or the challenger may appeal the 

20 commissioner's decision to the district court in the 

21 commissioner's co•1nty, and the decision of the court shall be 

22 final. 

23 2. If a challenged 

24 at the hearing and the 

registrant does not personally appear 

challenged registrant's registration 1s 

25 canceled, the comm1ssioner shall immediately notify the 

26 challenged registrant of the cancellation by first class 

27 forwardable mail sent to the challenged registrant's most 

28 recent mail1ng address according to the registration records. 

2') 

30 

SUBCHAPTER IV 

PLACES TO REGISTER 

31 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 48A.l7 REGISTRATION AT 

32 COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. 

13 A person who meets the qualifications to vote may appear in 

34 person at the office of the county commissioner of 

35 registration and apply to register to vote. 
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l Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 48A.l8 VOTER REGISTRATION AT MOTOR 

7 VEHICLE DRIVERS' LICENSE STATIONS. 

3 l. Each state motor vehicle driver's license application, 

4 including any renewal application or application for a 

5 nonoperator's identification card, submitted to the driver 

6 servicPs division of the state department of transportation 

7 shall serve as an application for voter registration unless 

8 the applicant declines to register to vote. A completed voter 

9 registration form submitted to the driver services division of 

10 the ~tate department of transportation shall be considered to 

11 update any previous voter registration by the registrant. 

12 2. A change of address form submitted to the driver 

13 services d1vision of the state department of transportation 

14 shall serve as a change of address for voter registration 

15 purposes unless the registrant states on the form that the 

16 char1ge of address is not for voter registration purposes. 

17 J. Information relating to the refusal of an applicant for 

18 a driver's license to apply to register to vote shall not be 

19 used for any purpose other than voter registration. 

20 4. Forms and procedures used by the driver services 

21 d1vision for voter registration and a schedule for 

22 trar1smission of voter registration forms from the division to 

23 the county commissioner of registration shall be prescribed by 

24 the state voter registration commission by rule. 

2S Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 48A.l9 VOTER REGISTRATION 

26 AGENCIES. 

27 l. The following state agencies are responsible for voter 

28 registration: 

29 a. All state offices that have direct client contact and 

30 provide applications for public assistance, including but not 

Jl limited to offices administering the following programs: 

J 2 ( l ) Food stamps. 

33 (2) Medical assistance under chapter 249A. 

34 (3) Iowa family investment program. 

35 (4) Special supplemental food program for women, infants, 
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l and children. 

2 b. All offices that provide state funded programs 

3 primarily engaged in providing services to persons with 

4 disabilities, including but not limited to all of the 

S following: 

6 ( l) Department for the blind. 

7 (2) Division of vocational rehabilitation services of the 

8 department of education. 

9 (3) Deaf services division of the department of human 

10 r1ghts. 

ll (4) Division of persons with disabilities of the 

12 department of human rights. 

13 (S) Other state-funded offices which shall be identified 

14 by the secretary of state by rule. 

15 An agency designated a voter registration agency under this 

16 paragraph which provides services to persons with disabilities 

17 in their homes shall provide voter registration services at 

18 the clients' homes. 

19 c. Other federal and state agencies designated to provide 

20 voter registration services include, but are not limited to, 

21 the following: 

22 (l) United States armed forces recruiting offices. 

23 (2} Other agencies or offices designated voter 

24 registration agencies by the secretary of state by rule. 

25 2. The voter registration agency shall provide voter 

26 registration services with each application for services or 

27 assistance and with each recertification, renewal, or change 

28 of address form completed relating to the agency's services. 

29 The secretary of state shall adopt administrative rules in 

30 cooperation with voter registration agencies to carry out the 

31 requirements of this section. 

32 3. The voter registration agency shall provide a form to 

33 applicants that includes all of the follow1ng: 

34 a. The question, ''If you are not registered to vote where 

JS you live now, would you like to apply to register to vote here 
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1 today?" 

2 b. If the agency provides public assistance, the 

3 statement, "Applying to register or declining to register to 

4 vote wtll not affect the amount of assistance that you will be 

S provided by this agency.'' 

6 c. Boxes for the applicant to check and choices in 

7 substantially the following form: 

8 " I want to register to vote. 

9 I do not want to register to vote.'' 

lO The following statement shall be printed near the choices 

ll and shall be printed in large, readable type: 

12 "If you do not check either box, you will be considered to 

13 have decided not to register to vote at this time." 

14 d. The statement, "If you would like help in filling out 

15 the voter registration form, we will help you. The decision 

16 whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out the 

17 application form in private. " 
18 However, in those voter registration agencies where 

19 electronic forms are used, the following statement shall be 

20 used: "TE you want to fill out the form in private, a 

21 separate paper form for voter registration will be provided." 

22 e. The statement, "If you believe that someone has 

23 interfered with your right to register or to decline to 

24 register to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether to 

2S register or in applying to register to vote, or your right to 

26 choose your own political party or other political preference, 

27 you may file a complaint with the state voter registration 

28 commission". The name, address, and telephone number of the 

?.9 voter registration commission shall complete the statement. 

JO The voter registration agency may distribute the voter 

Jl registration form either on paper or by electronic medium. 

32 4. The voter registration agency shall provide each 

33 applicdilt who chooses to register to vote the same degree of 

31 assistance in completing the registration form as is provided 

3~ by the office for the completion of ltS own forms unless the 
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l applicant refuses such assistance. 

2 5. Completed voter registration application forms shall be 

3 transmitted as provided in section 48A.2l. 

4 Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 48A.20 PROHIBITED ACTS BY VOTER 

5 REGISTRATION AGENCY EMPLOYEES. 

6 A person who provides voter registration services as 

7 required by this subchapter shall not: 

8 l. Seek to influence an applicant's political preference 

9 or party registration. 

10 2. D1splay a political preference or party affiliation. 

ll 3. Make any statement to an applicant or take any action 

12 which has the purpose or effect of discouraging the applicant 

13 from registering to vote. 

14 4. Make any statement to an 

15 which has the purpose or effect 

applicant or take any action 

of leading the applicant to 

16 believe that a decision to register or not to register to vote 

17 has any bearing on the availability of services or benefits. 

18 Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 48A.2l TRANSMISSION OF FORMS FROM 

19 AGENCIES AND DRIVERS' LICENSE STATIONS. 

20 The state registrar of voters shall adopt administrative 

21 rules regulating the transmission of completed voter 

22 registration forms from voter registration agencies a11d from 

23 drivers' license stations. All completed voter registration 

24 applications in the possession of a voter registration agency 

25 or a drivers' license station at five p.m. on the last work 

26 day of each week shall be transmitted to the location 

27 designated by the state registrar of voters by rule. 

28 Procedures or requirements for more frequent transmissions may 

29 be specified by rule. 

30 Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. 48A.22 VOTER REGISTRATION BY 

31 VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS. 

32 The secretary of state shall encourage volunteer 

33 organizations to undertake voter registration drives by 

34 providing mail registration forms at the cost of production . 

JS Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 48A.23 REGISTRATION AT EDUCATIONAL 
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l INSTITUTIONS. 

2 l. At least twice during each school year, the board of 

3 directors of each school district operating a high school and 

4 the authorities in charge of each accredited nonpublic school 

S shall offer the opportunity to register to vote to each 

6 student who is at least seventeen and one-half years of age. 

7 2. All postsecondary schools, including but not limited 

8 to, colleges, universities, and trade and technical schools 

9 which receive state funding shall offer the opportunity to 

10 register to vote to each student at least once each year. 

ll Students shall be provided with the federal voter registration 

12 form or the Iowa voter registration form, as applicable. 

13 Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 48A.24 VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS IN 

14 INCOME TAX RETURNS AND BOOKLETS. 

15 For odd-numbered tax years, the director of revenue and 

16 fina~~e shall insert securely in each individual income tax 

17 return form or instruction booklet two voter registration 

18 forms, designed according to rules adopted by the state voter 

19 registration commission. 

20 SUBCHAPTER V 

21 PROCESSING VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS 

22 Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 48A.26 ACKNOWLE~EMENT OF 

23 REGISTRATION FORM. 

24 l. Within seven working days of receipt of a voter 

25 registration form or change of information in a voter 

26 registration record the commissioner shall send an 

27 acknowledgement to the registrant at the mailing address shown 

28 on the registration form. The acknowledgement shall be sent 

29 by first class nonforwardable mail. 

30 2. If the registration form appears or. its face to be 

3\ complete and proper, the acknowledgement shall state that the 

32 registrant 1s now a registered voter of the county. The 

31 acknowledgement shall also specify the name of the precinct 

34 and the usual polling place for the precinct in which the 

3S person iS now registered. The acknowledgement may include the 
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l political party affiliation most recently recorded by the 

2 registrant. 

3 3. If the registration form is missing required 

4 information, the acknowledgement shall advise the applicant 

5 what additional information is required. The commissioner 

6 shall enclose a new registration by mail form for the 

7 applicant to use. If the registration form has no address, 

8 the commissioner shall make a reasonable effort to determine 

9 where the acknowledgement should be sent. 

10 4. If the acknowledgement is returned as undeliverable i:Jy 

ll the United States postal service, the commissioner shall 

12 follow the procedure described in section 48A.27, subsection 

13 l. 

14 5. If a registrant has not supplied enough information on 

15 a registration form for the commissioner to determine the 

16 correct precinct and other districts, the commissioner shall 

17 obtain the information as quickly as possible either from the 

18 registrant or other sources available to the commissioner. 

19 6. An improperly addressed or delivered registration form 

20 shall be forwarded to the appropriate county commissioner of 

21 registration within two working days after it is received by 

22 any other official. The date of registration shall be the 

23 date the registration form was received by the first official. 

24 If the registration form was postmarked fifteen or more days 

25 before an election and the registration form was received by 

26 the first official after the close of registration, the 

27 registration form shall be considered on time for the 

28 election. 

29 

JO 

31 

32 

33 

3~ 

35 

7. When a person who is at least seventeen and one-half 

years of age but less than eighteen years of age registers to 

vote, the commissioner shall maintain a record of the 

registration so as to clearly indicate that it will not take 

effect until the registrant's eighteenth birthday and that the 

perso11 IS registered and qualifies to vote at any election 

held on or after that date. 
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1 Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 48A.27 CHANGES TO VOTER 

2 REGISTRATION RECORDS. 

3 1. Any voter registration form received by any voter 

4 registration agency, drivers' license station, or the 

5 commissioner shall be considered as updating the registrant's 

6 previous registration. 

7 2. a. A person who is registered to vote may request 

8 changes in the voter's registration record at any time by 

9 submitting one of the following, as applicable: 

10 (1) A written notice to the county commissioner. 

11 (2) A completed Iowa or federal mail registration form to 

12 the county commissioner. 

13 (3) on election day, a registration form to the precinct 

14 election officials at the precinct of the voter's current 

15 residence. 

l6 (4) A change of address notice to the driver services 

17 division of the state department of transportation. 

18 (5) A change of address notice for voter registration 

19 submitted to any voter registration agency. 

20 b. If a change of name, telephone number, or address is 

21 submitted under this subsection, the commissioner shall not 

22 change the party affiliation in the elector's prior 

73 registration other than that indicated by the elector. 

24 3. The commissioner shall make the necessary changes in 

25 the rPgistration records without any action by the registrant 

26 whpn any of the following events occur: 

27 a. Annexation of territory by a city. When an existing 

28 city annexes territory, the city clerk shall furnish the 

29 commissioner a detailed map of the annexed territory. The 

10 commissioner shall change the registration of persons residing 

11 in that territory to reflect the annexation and the city 

32 precirlct to which each of those persons is assigned. If the 

33 commissioner cannot determine the names and addresses of the 

34 persons affected by the annexation, the commissioner shall 

35 serld each person who may be involved a letter informing the 
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'1 person that the person's registration may be in error, and 

2 requesting that each person provide the commissioner with the 

3 information necessary to correct the registration records. 

4 b. Change of official street name or house or building 

5 number by a city or county. When the city or county changes 

6 the name of a street or the number of a house or other 

7 building in which a person resides, the city clerk or county 

8 board of supervisors shall inform the commissioner of the 

9 change, and the commissioner shall change the registration of 

10 each person affected. 

~132 
~~ city clerk shall notify the commissioner. The commissioner 

c. Incorporation or discontinuance of a city. When a new 

city is incorporated or an existing city is discontinued, the 

1~4 shall change the registration of each person affected. 

15 d. Change of rural route designation of the residence of 

16 the registered voter. The commissioner shall request each 

17 postmaster in the county to inform the commissioner of each 

18 change in rural route designation and the names of the persons 

19 affected, and the commissioner shall change the registration 

20 of each person as appropriate. 

21 4. a. A commissioner, either independently or in 

22 cooperation with the state registrar of voters, and in 

23 accordance with rules of the state voter registration 

24 commission, may enter into an agreement with a licensed vendor 

25 of the United States postal service participating in the 

26 national change of address program to identify registered 

l27 voters of the county who may have moved either within or 

28 outside the county. 

29 b. If the information provided by the vendor indicates 

130 that a registered voter has moved to another address within 

31 the county, the commissioner shall change the registration 

32 records to show the new residence address, and shall also mail 

33 a notice of that action to both the former and new addresses. 

34 The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, and 

35 shall include a postage prepaid preaddressed return form by 
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which the registered voter may verify or correct the address 

2 information. 

3 c. If the information provided by the vendor indicates 

4 that a registered voter has moved to an address outside the 

5 county, the commissioner shall make the registration record 

6 inactive, and shall mail a notice to the registered voter at 

7 both the former and new addresses. The notice shall be sent 

8 by forwardable first class mail, and shall include a postage 

9 paid preaddressed return form on which the registered voter 

10 may state the registered voter's current address. The notice 

11 shall contain a statement in substantially the following form: 

12 ••Information received from the United States postal service 

13 indicates that you are no longer 

14 not eligible to vote in (name of 

a resident of, and therefore 

county) County, Iowa. lf 

15 this information is not correct, and you still live in (name 

16 of county) County, please complete and mail the attached 

17 postage paid card at least ten days before the primary or 

18 general election and at least eleven days before any other 

19 election at which you wish to vote. If the information is 

70 correct and you have moved, please contact a local official in 

21 your new area for assistance in registering there. 

22 If you do not mail in the card, you may be required to show 

23 identification proving your residence l!l (name of county) 

24 County before being allowed to vote in (name of county) 

25 County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote 

26 an election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before 

27 (date of second general election following the date of the 

28 notice) your name will be removed from the list of voters 1n 

in 

29 that 

JO sent 

county. 

to both 

To ensure you receive this notice, it is be1ng 

your most recent registration address and to your 

11 new address as reported by the postal service.'' 

32 d. If the information provided by the vendor indicates the 

33 registered voter has moved to another county within the state, 

34 the commissioner of the county in which the registered voter 

35 formerly resided shall notify the person that registration in 
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1 the county of the person's current residence is required, and 

2 shall provide a mail registration form for the person to use. 

3 e. If a registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to 

4 this subsection and confirms that the registered voter has 

5 moved to a new residence outside the county, the commissioner 

6 shall cancel the registration of the voter. 

l f. If a registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to 

8 this subsection and states that the registered voter's 

9 residence address has not changed for the purpose of voter 

10 registration, the commissioner shall reinstate the record to 

11 active status, making any other changes directed by the 

12 registrant in the notice. 

13 5. The commissioner shall keep a record of the names and 

14 addresses of the registered voters to whom notices under this 

15 section are sent and .the date of the notice. When the return 

16 card from a notice is received by the commissioner, the 

17 commissioner shall record the date it was received and whether 

18 the registrant had moved within the county, moved to an 

19 address outside the county, or had not changed residence. 

20 Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 48A.28 SYSTEMATIC CONFIRMATION 

21 PROGRAM. 

22 l. Each commissioner shall conduct a systematic program 

23 that makes a reasonable effort to remove from the offlcial 

24 list of registered voters the names of registered voters who 

2~ have changed residence from their registration addresses. 

26 Either or both of the methods described in this section may be 

27 used. 

28 2. A commissioner may participate in the United States 

79 postal service national change of address program, as provided 

30 in section 48A.27. The state voter registration commission 

31 shall adopt rules establishing specific requirements for 

32 participation and use of the national change of address 

33 program • 

34 A commissioner participating in the national change of 

35 address program, in the first quarter of each calendar year, 
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l shall send a notice and preaddressed, postage paid return card 

2 by first class forwardable mail to each registered voter whose 

3 name was not reported by the national change of address 

4 program and who has not voted, registered again, or reported a 

5 change to an existing registration during the preceding four 

6 calendar years. The form and language of the notice and 

7 return card shall be specified by the state voter registration 

8 commission by rule. A registered voter shall not be sent a 

9 notice and return card under this section more frequently than 

10 once in a four-year period. 

ll 3. For a commissioner who is not participating in the 

12 national change of address program, in February of each year 

13 the commissioner shall mail a confirmation notice to each 

14 registered voter 1n the county. The notice shall be sent by 

15 first class forwardable mai 1. The notice shall include a 

16 preaddro>->sed, postage paid return card for the use of the 

1 7 registered voter or the recipient of the notice. The card 

18 shall contain boxes for the recipient to check to indicate one 

19 of the following: 

20 a. That 

21 card, and is 

22 b. That 

the recipient lS 

still a resident 

the recipient lS 

the 

at 

the 

registered voter named on the 

the address listed. 

registered voter named on the 

23 card, but is no longer a resident of the address listed. 

24 c. That the recipient is not the registered voter named on 

25 the card, and the registered voter named on the card is not a 

26 resident of the address listed. 

27 The form and language of the notice and return card shall 

28 be specified by the state voter registration commission by 

29 rule. 

30 Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 48A.29 PROCEDURE UPON RETURN OF 

31 CONFIR~ATION CARD. 

32 l. 

33 48A.28 

34 postal 

cf a confirmation notice sent pursuant to section 

:s returned as undeliverable by the United States 

service, the commissioner shall make the registration 

35 recc>rd indctive and shall mail a notice to the registered 
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l voter at the registered voter's most recent mailing address, 

2 as shown by the registration records. 

3 The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, 

4 and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return form on 

5 which the registered voter may state the registered voter's 

6 current address. The notice shall contain a statement in 

7 substantially the following form: "Information received from 

8 the United States postal service indicates that you are no 

9 longer a resident of (residence address) in (name of county) 

10 County, Iowa. If this information is not correct, and you 

ll still live in {name of county) County, please complete and 

12 mail the attached postage paid card at least ten days before 

13 the primary or general election and at least eleven days 

14 before any other election at which you wish to vote. If the 

15 information is correct, and you have changed residence, please 

16 contact.a local official in your new area for assistance in 

17 registering there. If you do not mail in the card, you may be 

18 required to show identification proving your residence in 

19 (name of county) County before being allowed to vote in (name 

20 of county) County. If you do not return the card, and you do 

21 not vote in some election in (name of county) County, Iowa on 

22 or before (date of second general election following the date 

23 of the notice) your name will be removed from the list of 

74 voters in that county." 

25 2. When a detachable return card originally attached to a 

26 confirmation notice is returned indicating that the registered 

77 voter is still a resident of the address shown on the 

28 registration records, the commissioner shall make a record of 

2~ the date the card was received. 

30 3. When a detachable return card originally attached to a 

31 confirmation notice is returned by anyone other than the 

32 registered voter indicating that the registered voter is no 

33 longer a resident of the registration address, the 

34 commiss1oner shall make the registration record inactive, and 

35 shall mail a notice to the registered voter at the registered 
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1 voter's most recent mailing address, as shown by the 

7 registration records. 

3 The notice shall be sent 

4 and shall include a postage 

by forwardable first class mail, 

paid preaddressed return card on 

5 which the registered voter may state the registered voter's 

6 current address. The notice shall contain a statement in 

7 substantially the following form: "Information received by 

R this office indicates that you are no longer a resident of 

9 (residence address) in (name of county) County, Iowa. If the 

10 information is not correct, and you still live at that 

ll address, please complete and mail the attached postage paid 

12 card at least ten days before an election at which you wish to 

l3 vote. IE the information is correct, and you have moved 

14 within the county, you may update your registration by listing 

15 your new address on the card and mailing it back. If you have 

16 moved outside the county, please contact a local official in 

17 your new area for assistance in registering there. If you do 

18 not mail in the card, you may be required to show 

19 identification proving your residence in (name of county) 

20 County before being allowed to vote in (name of county) 

21 County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in 

22 some election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before 

23 (date of second general election following the date of the 

24 notice) your name will be removed from the list of registered 

25 voters in that county." 

26 Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 48A.30 CANCELLATION OF VOTER 

77 REGISTRATION. 

28 l. The voter registration of a registered voter shall be 

29 canceled if any of the following occurs: 

30 a. The registered voter dies. For the purposes of this 

3t subsection, the commissioner may accept as evidence of death a 

32 not1ce from the state registrar of vital statistics forwarded 

33 by the state registrar of voters, a written statement from a 

34 member of the registered voter's household, an obituary in a 

JS newspaper, a written statement from an election official, or a 
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l notice from the clerk of the district court i~ the cou~ty 

2 where the registered voter died. 

3 b. The registered voter registers to vote in another 

4 jurisdiction, and the commissioner receives notice of the 

5 registration from the registration official in the other 

6 jurisdiction. 

7 c. The registered voter requests the cancellation 1n 

8 writing. 

9 For the purposes of this subsection, a confirmation by the 

10 registered voter that the registered voter is no longer a 

ll resident of the county constitutes a request for cancellation. 

12 d. The clerk of the district court or the state registrar 

13 sends notice of the registered voter's conviction of a felony 

14 as defined 1n section 701.7, or conviction of an offense 

15 classified as a felony under federal law. 

16 e. ~he clerk of the district court or the stat~ registrar 

17 sends notice that the registered voter has been declared 

18 mentally incompetent under state law. 

19 f. The registered voter's registration record has been 

20 inactive pursuant to section 48A.28 for two successive general 

21 elections. 

22 2. When a registration is canceled pursuant to subsectton 

23 l, paragraph "d", "e", or "f", the commissioner shall send a 

24 nottce of the cancellation to the registered voter. 

2S Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 48A.3l DECEASED PERSONS RECORD. 

26 The state registrar of vital statistics shall transmit or 

27 cause to be transmitted to the state registrar of voters, once 

28 each calendar quarter, a certified list of all persons 

29 seventeen and one-half years of age and older in the state 

30 whose deaths have been reported to the records and statistics 

31 division of the Iowa department of public health since the 

32 previous list of decedents was certified to the state 

33 registrar of voters. The list shall be submitted according to 

34 the specifications of the state registrar of voters, who shall 

35 determtne whether each listed decedent was registered to vote 
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l in this state. If the decedent was registered in a county 

~ which uses its own data processing facilities for voter 

3 registration recordkeeping, the registrar shall notify the 

4 conunissioner in that county who shall cancel the decedent's 

5 reg1stration. If the decedent was registered in a county for 

6 which voter registration recordkeeping is performed under 

7 contract by the registrar, the registrar shall immediately 

8 cancel the registration and notify the commissioner of the 

9 county in which the decedent was registered to vote of the 

10 cancellation. 

ll Sec. 31. NEW SECTION. 48A.32 DESTRUCTION OR REMOVAL OF 

12 CANCELED VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS. 

13 Twenty-two months after the next general election following 

14 the cancellation of a person's voter registration, the 

15 commissioner may destroy all records of that person's 

16 regi!"' '".t ion. At the discretion of the commissioner, canceled 

17 records may be donated to an historical society if all 

18 confidential information has been removed from the records. 

19 Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 48A.33 DECLINATION OF REGISTRATION 

20 OPPORTUNITY. 

21 When a client or applicant of a voter registration agency 

22 declines to register to vote, the record of the declination 

23 shall be kept for twenty-two months after the next general 

24 election. 

25 SUBCHAPTER VI 

26 RE7ENTION AND STORAGE OF VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS 

27 Sec. 33. NEW SECTION. 48A.34 CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN 

7.8 RECORDS. 

29 Voter registration records are available for public 

30 inspection at reasonable times at the office of the county 

3! commissioner. The commissioner and any voter registration· 

32 agency which has custody of voter registration records shall 

33 take the necessary steps to ensure that the name of the agency 

34 at wnich the voter registration form was submitted remains 

J~ confiden~ial. 
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l Sec. 34. NEW SECTION. 48A. 35 VOTER REG I STRATtoN RECORDS 

2 UNDER CONTROL OF THE COMMISSIONER. 

3 The county commissioner of elections shall be responsible 

4 for the maintenance and storage of all paper and electronic 

5 voter registration records in the commissioner's custody. 

6 Original registration records shall not be removed from the 

7 commissioner's office or from any other designated permanent 

8 storage location except upon request of a county commissioner 

9 or a court order, or as provided by section 48A.3l. The state 

10 registrar of voters and the state voter registration 

ll commission shall adopt administrative rules to implement this 

12 section. 

13 Sec. 35. NEW SECTION. 48A.36 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 

14 RECORD RE'rENTION IN VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES. 

15 l. Voter registration agencies and the driver services 

16 div\cior of the state department of transportation may 

17 electronically transmit registration data to the state 

18 reg1strar of voters, who shall distribute the information, 

19 either electronically or otherwise, to the appropriate 

20 commissioner in accordance with rules of the state voter 

21 registration commission and the state registrar of voters. 

22 The state agency originating the registration data shall 

23 permanently retain an electronic copy of the form completed by 

24 the registrant, including the registrant's signature, and 

25 shall develop procedures for the retrieval and printing of 

26 that electronic document. A printed copy of an electronic 

27 registration document shall be made only upon the agency's 

28 receipt of a court order. 

29 2. Upon receipt of electronic r~gistration data under 

30 subsection 1, the state registrar of voters may cause the 

31 updating of registration records for registrants in counties 

32 which have arranged for data processing services under section 

33 47.7, subsection 2. The registrar shall notify the 

34 commissioner of the actions taken. 

3'> Sec. 36. NEW SECTION. 48A.37 ELECTRONIC REGISTRA'riON 
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1 RECORDS. 

2 1. Voter registration records shall be maintained in an 

3 electronic medium. A history of local election participation 

4 sha!l he maintained as part of the electronic record for at 

5 least two general, primary, school, and city elections. 

6 Absentee voting shall be recorded for the previous two general 

7 and primary elections. After each election, the county 

R commissioner shall update telephone numbers provided by 

9 registered voters pursuant to section 49.77. 

JO 2. Electronic records shall include a status code 

11 designating whether the records are active or inactive. 

12 Inactive records are records of registered voters to whom 

13 notices have been sent pursuant to section 48A.28, subsection 

14 3, and who have not returned the card or otherwise responded 

15 to the notice, and those records have been designated inactive 

16 pursuant to section 48A.29. All other records are active 

17 records. An inactive record shall be made active when the 

18 registered voter votes at an election, registers again, or 

19 reports a change of name, address, telephone number, or 

20 political party affiliation. 

21 Sec. 37. NEW SECTION. 48A.38 LISTS OF VOTERS. 

22 l. Any person may request of the registrar and shall 

23 receive, upon payment of the cost of preparation, a list of 

24 registered voters and other data on registration and par-

25 ticipation in elections, in accordance with the following 

26 requirements and limitations: 

27 a. The registrar shall prepare each list requested within 

28 fourteen days of receipt of the request, except that the 

29 registrar shall not be required to prepare any list within 

30 seven days of the close of registration for any regularly 

Jl scheduled election if the preparation of the list would impede 

32 the preparation of election registers for that election. 

31 b. ~ach list shall be as current as possible, but shall in 

31 all cases reflect voter activity reported to any commissioner 

JS twenty-eight or more days before preparation of the list. 
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l c. Each list shall be in the order and form specified by 

2 the list purchaser, and shall contain the registration data 

3 specified by the list purchaser, provided compliance with the 

4 request is within the capability of the record maintenance 

5 system 

6 d. 

o1sed by the registrar. 

Lists prepared shall not include inactive records 

7 unless specifically requested by the requester. 

8 e. The registrar shall prepare updates to lists at least 

9 biweekly, and after the close of registration for a regularly 

10 scheduled election, but before the election, if requested to 

11 do so at the time a list is purchased. All updates shall be 

12 made available to all requesters at the same time, and shall 

13 be 1n the order and form specified by each requester. 

14 2. The reg1strar shall maintain a log of the name, 

15 address, and telephone number of every person who receives a 

16 list under this section, and of every person who reviews 

17 registration records in the office of the resistrar . 

18 Commissioners of registration shall maintain a s1milar log in 

19 their offices of those who receive a list from the 

20 commissioner or who review registration records in the 

21 commissioner's office. Logs maintained under this subsection 

22 are public records, and shall be available for public 

23 inspection at reasonable times. 

24 Sec. 38. NEW SECTION. 48A.39 USE OF REGISTRATION 

25 INFORMATION. 

26 Information about individual registrants obtained from 

27 voter registration records shall be used only to request the 

28 registrant's vote at an election, or for another genu1ne 

29 political purpose, or for a bona fide official purpose by an 

JO elected official, or for bona fide political research, but 

31 shall not be used for any commercial purposes. A person who 

32 uses registration information in violation of this section 

33 commits a serious misdemeanor. 

34 

3':> 

Sec. 39. NEW SECTION. 48A.40 REPORTS. 

At least once each month and at other times deemed 
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l appropriate, the county commissioner of registration shall 

2 report to the state registrar the number of persons registered 

3 in each county. The report shall include the registration 

4 tota.i.s for each political party and the number of persons not 

5 registered with a political party. 

6 SPC. 40. NEW SECTION. 48A.4l CRIMINAL PENALTIES. 

7 l. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be 

8 guilty of a class ''D'' felony: 

9 a. Willfully registers to vote, knowing oneself not to be 

10 eligible. 

ll b. Willfully or knowingly provides false information for 

12 the purpose of registering to vote. 

13 c. Willfully or knowingly registers a fictitious person to 

14 vote, or attempts to do so. 

1~ d. Forges another person's name to a voter registration 

16 form or other voter registration document. 

17 2. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be 

18 guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor: 

19 a. Willfully or knowingly entices another to fraudulently 

20 register to vote. 

21 b. Conspires with another for the purpose of introducing 

22 information known to be false into voter registration records. 

23 c. Willfully or knowingly destroys registration records, 

24 or attempts to do so, without proper authorization. For the 

25 ptarpose of this paragraph, an electronic record which has not 

26 bPen replaced wi~h a more recent version of the same record, 

27 1s a registration record. 

?8 d. Knowingly files a challenge under section 48A.l4 

29 conta1ning false information under section 48A.l4. 

30 e. Knowingly and willfully intimidates, threatens, or 

31 coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any 

J2 pprson for registering to vote or attempting to register to 

13 vote, cr urging or aiding any person to register to vote or to 

34 attPmpt to register to vote. 

lS Sec. 41. Section 39.3, subsection 10, Code Supplement 
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l 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

2 10. uetla!if~ed-e!ecto~u "Registered voter" means a person 

3 who is registered to 

4 Sec. 42. Section 

vote pursuant to chapter ~B 

39.3, Code Supplement 1993, 

5 adding the following new subsection: 

48A. 

is amended by 

6 

7 

NEW 

agency 

SUBSECTION. 16. "Voter registration agency" means an 

designated to conduct voter registration under section 

8 48A.l9. Offices of the driver services division of the state 

9 department of transportation are not voter registration 

10 agencies. 

ll Sec. 43. Section 43.5, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 43.5 APPLICABLE STATUTES. 

14 The provisions of chapters 39, 47, 48 48A, 49, 50, 51, 52, 

15 53, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62 and 722 shall apply, so far as 

16 applicable, to all primary elections, except as hereinafter 

17 provided. 

18 Sec. 4 4. Section 47.1, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by 

19 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered 

20 paragraph 2: 

21 The secretary of state is designated the chief state 

22 election official and is responsible for coordination of state 

23 responsibilities under the federal National Voter Registration 

24 Act of 1993. 

25 Sec. 45. Section 47.2, subsection 1, Code 1993, is amended 

26 to read as follows: 

27 1. The county auditor of each county lS designated as the 

28 county commissioner of elections in each county. The county 

29 commissioner of elections shall conduct voter registration 

30 pursuant to chapter ~8 48A and conduct all elections within 

31 the county. 

32 Sec. 46. Section 47.4, subsection 1, paragraph e, Code 

33 1993, 1s amended to read as follows: 

34 e. every eligible elector shall be registered pursuant to 

3~ the provisions of chapter 48 48A to qualify to vote in any 
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1 election. 

2 Sec. 47. Section 47.7, subsection 4, Code 1993, lS amended 

3 to read as follows: 

4 4. Not later than July 1, 1984, information listed in 

5 section 48~6 48A.ll contained in a county's manual records but 

6 not on the county's computer readable records shall be 

7 provided to the registrar in a form specified by the 

8 registrar. The registrar shall require that any information 

9 supplied under section 48~6 48A.ll, except sttbseetieft~-9-and 

lO :!:t t~e._signature and attestation of the registrant, be 

11 prov1ded to the registrar in a form specified by the 

12 registrar. 

13 Sec. 48. Section 47.8, subsection 4, Code Supplement 1993, 

14 1s amended to read as follows: 

15 4. The registration commission shall annually adopt a set 

16 of standard charges to be made for the services thP registrar 

17 is required to offer to the several commissioners, and for 

18 furnishing of voter registration records which are requested 

19 by persons other than the registrar, the state co~~issioner or 

20 any commissioner pursuant to section 46~5,-~tlb~eet±en-2 

21 48A.38. These charges shall be sufficient to reimburse the 

22 state for the actual cost of furnishing such services or 

23 informdtion, and shall be specified by unit wherever possible. 

24 The standard charges shall be adopted by the commission by 

2S January 15 of each calendar year. 

?.6 Sec. 49. Section 49.28, Code 1993, 1s amended by striking 

27 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

28 49.28 CO~~ISSIONER TO FURNISH REGISTERS AND SUPPLIES. 

29 The commissioner shall prepare and furnish to each precinct 

30 an elect1on register and all other books, forms, materials, 

Jl equ1pment, and supplies necessary to conduct the election. 

12 Arter the registration deadline and before election day the 

33 commissioner shall prepare an election register for each 

34 precinct in which voting will occur on the day of the 

JS election. The precinct election register shall be a list of 
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l the names and addresses of all registered voters of the 

2 precinct. Inactive records listed in the election register 

3 shall be clearly identified with a special mark or symbol. 

4 When a precinct is divi.ded by a district boundary, and 

5 some, but not all, registered voters of the precinct may vote 

6 on an issue or office from that district, the election 

7 register shall clearly indicate which of the registered voters 

8 are entitled to vote in the district. 

9 Sec. 50. Section 49.77, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

ll 49.77 BALLOT FURNISHED TO VOTER. 

12 1. The board members of their respective precincts shall 

13 have charge of the ballots and furnish them to the voters-

14 Any person desiring to vote shall sign a voter's declaration 

15 provided by the officials, in substantially the following 

16 form: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

VOTER'S DECLARATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

I do solemnly swear or affirm that I am a resident of the 

---······-·· precinct, ······-···ward or township, city of 

··--·······-··• county of ..•....••.•. , Iowa. 
I am a qttalified-e!eeto~ ~istered voter. I have not voted 

and will not vote in any other precinct in said election. 

(For primary election only:) I am affiliated with the ·····-

······--····party. 
25 I understand that any false statement in this declaration 

26 1s a criminal offense punishable as provided by law. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 Approved: 

3 4 .•••••••••••••••••••••• 

35 BOARD MEMBER 

................................ 
SIGNATURE OF VOTER 

ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 
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1 2. One of the precinct election officials shall announce 

2 the eieetor~~ voter's name aloud for the benefit of any 

J persons present pursuant to section 49.104, subsection 2, 3 or 

4 5. Any of those persons may upon request view the signed 

5 declarations of eligibility and may review the signed 

6 declarations on file so long as the person does not interfere 

1 with the functions of the precinct election officials. 

R 3. A precinct election official shall require any person 

9 who~~ name does not appear on the election register as an 

10 acttv~_voter to show identification. Specific documents which 

ll are acceptable forms of identification shall be prescribed by 

12 the state commissioner. 

13 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A precinct election official may 

14 require of IH,-eieetor" the voter unknown to the official, 

15 identification upon which the e±eetor~s voter's signature or 

16 mark ~~~ears. If identification is established to the 

l/ satisfaction of the precinct election officials, the person 

lR may then be allowed to vote. 

19 4. A-~erseft-wMo~e-name-doe~-not-a~pear-en-tMe-e±eetion 

20 r"eqi~ter"-of-tMe-pr"eeinet-in-whieh-that-person-e±aims-the-ri9Mt 

21 to-~ote-sha!i-not-be-per"mitted-to-vote,-e~eept-in-the 

77 eir"eomstanee-deseribed-in-seetion-48.?,-sobseetion-t, 

2J para9rapM-ubu,-ontess-the-eommissioner-informs-the-pr"eeinet 

24 eie~tion-effieiais-that-an-error-has-oeeorred-and-that-the 

25 per"son-is-a-qoatified-e!eetor-of-that-preeinet.--ff-the 

26 eommis~ioner"-ftnds-ne-reeord-of-the-person~s-re9istration-bot 

27 the-per"son-in~tsts-that-the-person-is-a-qoatified-eteetor-of 

78 that-pr"eeinet,-the-preeinet-e±eetion-offieiats-shatt-attow-the 

29 per"son-to-east-a-baiiot-in-the-manner-~reseribed-by-seetion 

30 49.et. A person whose name does not appear on the election 

.11 regt_ster of the orecinct in which that person claims the right 

32 to vote __ ~hall not be permitted to vote, unless the person 

33 affirms that the person is currently registere~ in the county 

34 and presen~s proof of identity, or the commissioner in:orms 

35 the orecinct election officials that an error has occurred and - •. -=--=-::..:..:.::..:.:........:::..=..:::_ 
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l that the person is a registered voter of that p_recinct. If 

2 the ~~missioner finds no record ~f the person•s registrat1o~ 

3 but the person _insists that the per~on is a registered voter 

4 of that precinct, the precinct election officials sha~J}ew 

5 the_oerson to cast a ballot in the manner prescribed bz 
6 section 49.81. 

7 5. The request for the telephone number in the declaration 

8 of eligibility in subsection 1 is not mandatory and the 

9 failure by the eteeto~ voter to provide the telephone number 

10 does net affect the declaration's validity. 

ll Sec. 51. Section 49.81, subsection 4, unnumbered paragraph 

12 l, Code 1993, is amended to read as fellows: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

HI 

The ind1vidual envelopes used for each paper ballot cast 

purstaant to subsection 1 shall have printed on them the format 

of the face of the registration form under section 4873 48A~ 

and the.following: 

Sec. 52. Section 50.19, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 1993, 

1s amended to read as follows: 

19 The commissioner may destroy precinct election registers, 

20 the declarations of eligibility signed by voters, and other 

21 material pertaining to any election in which federal offices 

22 are not on the ballot, except the tally lists, six months 

23 after the election if a contest is not pending. If a contest 

24 is pending all election materials shall be preserved until 

2S final determination of the contest. Before destroying the 

26 election registers and declarations of eligibility, the 

27 commissioner shall prepare records as necessary to permit 

28 compliance with seetio~-46.3±,-~~bseetion-± chapter 48A, 

29 subchapter V. Nomination papers for primary election 

30 candidates for state and county offices shall be destroyed ten 

31 days before the general election, it a contest is not pending. 

32 Sec. 53. Section 50.22, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, 

33 1s amended to read as follows: 

34 The decis1on to count or reject each ballot shall be made 

35 upon the basis of the information given on the envelope 
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1 containing the special ballot, the evidence concerning the 

2 challenge, the registration and the returned receipts of 

3 registration. If the challenged voter's registration was 

4 canceled in the same county where the person attempted to vote 

s because first class mail other than the registration receipt 

6 mailed pursuant to section 48.3 48A.l0 was returned by the 

7 postal service during the four years preceding the election in 

8 progress, the person's ballot shall be accepted for counting 

9 and the elector's registration shall be reinstated. 

lO Sec. 54. Section 53.2, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

ll follows: 

12 53.2 APPLICATION FOR BALLOT. 

13 Any qtla±ified-e±eetor registered voter, under the 

14 circumstances specified in section 53.1, may on any day, 

15 except election day, and not more than seventy days pr1or to 

16 the date of the election, apply in person for an absentee 

17 ballot at the commissioner's office or at any location 

18 designated by the commissioner, or make written application to 

19 the commissioner for an absentee ballot. The state 

20 commissioner shall prescribe a form for absentee ballot 

21 applications. However, if aM-eieetor a registered voter 

22 submits an application that includes all of the information 

23 required in this sect1on, the prescribed form is not required. 

24 This section does not require that a written communication 

25 mailed to the commissioner's office to request an absentee 

26 ballot, or any other document be notarized as a prerequisite 

27 to receiving or marking an absentee ballot or returning to the 

28 commissioner an absentee ballot which has been voted. 

79 Each application shall contain the name and signature of 

10 the qHa!ified-e±eetor registered voter, the address at which 

31 the eieetor voter is qtlaii€ied registered to vote, and the 

32 name or date of the election for which the absentee ballot is 

33 requested, and such other information as may be necessary to 

31 determine the correct absentee ballot for the qualified 

3~ elector. If 1nsufficient information has been provided, the 
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l commissioner shall, by the best means available, obtain the 

2 additional necessary information. 

3 If the application is for a ptimary election ballot and the 

4 request is for a ballot of a party different from that 

5 recorded on the qtlaiif±ed-e±eeta~~s ~istered voter's voter 

6 registration record, the requested ballot shall be mailed or 

7 given to the applicant together with a ''Change or Declaration 

8 of Party Affiliation" form as prescribed in section 43.42, to 

9 be completed by the qtlei±fied-eieetor registered vot~~ at the 

10 time of voting. Upon receipt of the properly completed form, 

ll the commissioner shall approve the change or declaration and 

12 enter a notation of the change on the registration records. 

13 If an application for an absentee ballot is received from 

14 an eligible elector who is not a qtlai±fied-eieetor registered 

15 ~£ter the commissioner shall send a registration form under 

16 sectio~ 46•3 48A.~ and an absentee ballot to the eligible 

17 elector. If the application is teceived so late that it is 

18 unlikely that the registration form can be returned in time to 

19 be effective on election day, the commissioner shall enclose 

20 w1th the absentee ballot a notice to that effect, informing 

21 the voter of the registration time limits in seetions-46.3-a~d 

22 48.H section 48A.9. The commissioner shall record on the 

23 elector's application that the elector is not currently 

24 registered to vote. If the registration form is properly 

25 returned by the tJ.me provided by section 46.3 48A.~, the 

26 commissioner shall record on the elector's application the 

27 date of receipt of the registration form and enter a notation 

28 of the registration on the registration records. 

29 A qtleiified-eleetor registered voter who has not moved from 

30 the county in which the elector is registered :a vote may 

31 submit a change of name, telephone number, or address on the 

32 form prescribed in section 46.3 48A.8 when casting an absentee 

33 ballot. Upon receipt of a properly completed form, the 

34 commissioner shall enter a notation of the change on the 

35 registration records. 
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l Sec. 55. Section 53.38, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 53.38 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION. 

4 Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or 

5 53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United 

6 States, lhe affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter, 

7 if. the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county 

8 to which the ballot is submitted, shall constitute a 

9 sufficient registration under the provisions of chapter 48 48A 

lO and the commissioner shall place the voter's name on the 

11 registration record as a ~ua~±~ied-eleetor registered voter, 

12 if it does not already appear there. 

l3 Sec. 56. Section 53.53, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, 

14 is amended to read as follows: 

15 The voter's declaration or affirmation on the federal 

16 write-in ballot constitutes a sufficient registration under 

17 the prov1sions of chapter 48 48A and the commissioner shall 

18 place the voter's name on the registration record as a 

19 qua!ified-e~eetor ~stered voter, if the voter's name does 

20 not already appear on the registration record. No witness to 

21 lhe oath is necessary. 

22 Sec. 57. Section 280.9A, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 

?3 omended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

24 thereof the following: 

25 2. At least twice during each school year, the board of 

26 directors of each local public school district operating a 

27 high school and the authorities in charge of each accredited 

28 nonpublic school operating a high school shall offer the 

29 opportunity to register to vote to each student who is at 

30 least seventeen and one-half years of age, as required by 

11 section 48A.72 . 

.12 Sec. 58. Section 283A.l, subsection 3, Code 1993, is 

33 amended to read as follows: 

31 3. ''School board'' means a board of school directors 

3~ rPg<•larly elected by the q~aiified registered voters of a 
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l school corporation or district of the state of Iowa. 

2 Sec. 59. Section 331.424, subsection 1, paragraph i, Code 

3 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

4 1. Elections, and voter registration pursuant to chapter 

5 48 48A. 

6 Sec. 60. Section 331.505, subsection 4, Code 1993, 1s 

7 amended to read as follows: 

8 4. Serve as county commissioner of registration as 

9 provided in chapter 48 4BA. 

10 Sec. 61. Section 368.1, subsection 12, Code Supplement 

ll 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

12 12. ··e~a~~f±ed-electo~ Registered voter" means a person 

48 48A. 13 who is registered to 

14 Sec. 62. Section 

vote pursuant to chapter 

602.8102, subsection 15, Code Supplement 

15 1993, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 

16 lieu th~reof the following: 

17 15. Notify the county commissioner of registration and the 

18 state registrar of voters of persons seventeen and one-half 

19 years of age and older who have been convicted of a felony or 

20 who have been legally declared to be mentally incompetent. 

21 Sec. 6 3. Section 914.6, subsections l and 3' Code 1993, 

22 are amended to read as follows: 

23 1. Pardons, commutations of sentences, and remissions of 

24 fines and forfeitures,-and-~esto~ations-of-rights-of 

25 e~~~~~n~hip shall be issued in duplicate~ Reprieve~ 

26 RestoratJons of rights of citizenship and reprieves shall be 

27 tssued in triplicate. 

28 3. !n the case of a remission of fines and forfeitures, 

29 restoration of rights of citizenship, or a pardon, commutation 

30 of sentence, or reprieve, if the person is not in custody, one 

31 copy of the executive instrument shall be delivered to the 

32 person and one copy to the clerk of court where the judgme~t 

33 :s of record. A list of the restorations of right~ of 

34 citizenship i!sued by the governor shall be delivered to the 

35 state registrar of voters at least once each month. 
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l Sec. 64. Sections 43.41, 43.42, 43.43, 43.120, 49.11, 

2 49.27, 49.30, 49.43, 49.74, 49.80, 49.81, 49.105, 50.7, 50.8, 

3 53.7, 53.8, 53.15, 53.17, 53.19, 53.25, 53.39, l76A.5, 176A.8, 

4 275.13, 303.25, 303.49, 331.201, 331.751, 357.12, 357C.7, 

s 357D.8, 357E.8, 357F.8, 358.7, and 368.14, Code 1993, are 

6 amended by striking from the sections the words ''qualified 

7 elector" and "qualified electors'' and inserting in lieu 

8 thereof the words ''registered voter" and "registered voters'' 

9 and by striking from the sections the words "elector'' and 

10 "electors'' when it is used to mean "qualified elector'' or 

11 "qua1lfied electors" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 

12 "registered voter'' or "voter'' and "registered voters'' or 

13 ''voters'', as appropriate. 

14 Sec. 65. Sections 39.3, 53.1, 53.11, 53.22, 275.1, and 

lS 362.2, Code Supplement 1993, are amended by striking from the 

16 section~ the words "qualified elector'' and "qualified 

17 electors" and inserting in lieu thereof the words ''registered 

18 voter'' and "registered voters" and by striking from the 

19 sections the words "elector" and ''electors" when it is used to 

20 mean "qualified elector'' or ''qualified electors'' and inserting 

21 in lieu thereof the words "registered voter" or "voter" and 

22 "registered voters" or "voters", as appropriate. 

23 Sec. 66. Sections 47.4, 48.1, 48.2, 48.3, 48.4, 48.5, 

24 48.6, 48.7, 48.8, 48.9, 48.10, 48.11, 48.12, 48.15, 48.17, 

25 48.20, 48.21, 48.22, 48.23, 48.29, 48.30, and 48.32, Code 

26 1993, are repealed. 

27 Sec. 67. Sections 48.16 and 48.31, Code Supplement 1993, 

28 are repealed. 

29 Sec. 68. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect January l, 

30 1995. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 This bill rewrites the state voter registration statutes to 

33 ronform with the federal National Voter Registration Act of 

3 4 l 9 9 3 ( NVRA) . 

35 There are four major parts of the NVRA: voter registration 
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l simultaneous with drivers' services; voter registration by 

2 mail; voter registration services by certain designated 

3 agencies; and requirements with respect to administration of 

4 voter registcation. 

5 Relating to the requirement that voter registration be 

6 simultaneous with application for certain drivers' services, 

7 current Iowa Code section 48.22, which requires that drivers' 

8 license and identification card application forms also serve 

9 as voter registration forms, is enacted as new section 48A.l7. 

10 To conform with the NVRA, the bill requires that renewal 

11 applications shall also serve as voter registration forms, 

12 provides the applicant with the opportunity to decline 1n 

13 writing to register to vote, provides that a change of address 

14 for drivers' services purposes is a change of address for 

15 registration purposes, and provides that a registration form 

16 subm1tted to the drivers' services division nf the state 

17 department of transportation serves to update the registrant's 

18 previous registration. 

19 Present law provides that voter registration forms 

20 transmitted from drivers' services stations be transmitted 

21 within one business day of receipt. The bill provides that 

22 voter registration forms be transmitted from drivers' services 

23 stations by 5 p.m. of the last work day of each week. The 

24 state voter registration commission is to provide by rule for 

25 forms. procedure, and transmission of forms. 

26 Present law provides for voter registration in person at 

27 the commissioner's office or at a place designated by the 

28 commissioner and voter registration by mail. The bill also 

29 provides for registration in person and registration by mail 

30 and requ1res that the mail registration form developed by ~he 

31 federal election commission be accepted for purposes of 

32 registering to vote in Iowa. 

33 Relating to voter registration services provided by certain 

34 designated agencies, present Iowa law requires that mail 

35 reg1stration forms be available in all offices of state 
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l agencies and that employees of the offices offer to applicants 

2 or clients of the agency the opportunity to register to vote. 

3 The NVRA requires that agencies that provide public assistance 

4 or related services, all agencies that provide state-funded 

5 services primarily to persons with disabilities, and United 

6 States armed forces recruiting offices be designated voter 

7 registration agencies. Voter registration agencies are to 

8 provide voter registration services with each application for 

9 services or assistance, including each submitted change of 

10 address relating to the agency's services. 

ll To conform with the requirements of the NVRA, the bill 

12 prescribes the form and contents of all notices relating to 

13 registration at a voter registration agency. Persons 

14 declining to register to vote at a voter registration agency 

15 must do so in writing. Voter registration agency employees 

16 are rrAhibited from influencing a registrant's political party 

17 preference, discouraging a person from registering to vote, or 

18 leading a person to believe that a decision whether or not to 

19 reglster to vote has a bearing on the availability of services 

20 or benefits. Agency employees are to assist persons 

21 registerir1g to vote if assistance is requested. Agencies 

22 which provide services to clients 1n the clients' homes shall 

23 provide voter registration services in the clients' homes. 

74 The Iowa secretary of state may designate, by rule, other 

25 agencies as voter registration agencies. The secretary of 

26 state is directed to encourage volunteer organizations to 

27 undertake voter registration drives by providing mail 

28 registration forms at the cost of production. Voter 

29 registration forms completed at voter registration agencies 

30 are to be transmitted from the voter registration agencies by 

31 5 p.m. of the last work day of each week. 

32 Although not addressed by the NVRA, two voter registration 

33 programs currently in 

14 retained by the bill. 

Iowa's voter registration law are 

First, the department of revenue and 

35 fir1ance is required, for odd-numbered tax years, to place two 
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1n every state income tax 

Second, the bill requires 

return form 

schools, at 

3 least twice each year, to offer registration services to 

4 students of voting age, rather than simply to report their 

5 names to the county commissioner of registration, as provided 

6 in the current statute. The bill also requires all 

7 postsecondary schools receiving state funding to offer voter 

8 registration services at least once each year. Present law 

9 requires board of regents institutions to make space available 

lO in residence halls and lounges for voter registration 

ll activities. 

12 The requirements of the NVRA relating to administration of 

13 voter registration encompass the following procedures: 

14 acknowledgement of voter registration forms; changes to voter 

15 registration records; a voter registration confirmation 

16 system; cancellation of voter registration; retention, 

17 storage, and destruction of voter registration records; 

18 electronic registration records; voter lists; and voter 

19 registration reporting requirements. The procedure required 

20 by the NVRA for acknowledgement of voter registration forms is 

71 more detailed than present law requiring the commissioner to 

22 send a registration receipt to the elector upon receipt of a 

23 completed voter registration form. If an acknowledgement 1s 

24 returned as undeliverable, the commissioner is to follow the 

2S not1ce procedure for cancellation of voter registration. 

26 The procedure provided by the NVRA for changing voter 

27 registration records, either initiated by the registered voter 

28 or automatic changes without any action by the registrant if 

29 certain events occur, is not changed from present Iowa law, 

30 except that a county commissioner may obtain address changes 

31 through the United States postal service change of address 

32 program and may confirm an address change by mailing to the 

33 registered voter a preaddressed postage paid return card. 

34 The NVRA requires county commissioners of registration to 

3S use one of two methods prescr1bed by the bill to conduct a 
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l systematic program to remove from the list of registered 

2 voters the names of registered voters who have changed 

3 residence. Under the first method, a county commissioner of 

4 registration participating in the United States postal service 

5 national change of address program shall, in the first quarter 

6 of each calendar year mail, an address confirmation notice and 

7 return card to those registered voters whose name was not 

8 reported by the national change of address program and who has 

9 not voted, registered again, or reported a change of address 

10 in the preceding four years. For those commissioners not 

ll participating in the national change of address program, each 

12 February the commissioner is required to send a confirmation 

13 notice to each registered voter on the voting list. 

14 The bill details the procedure to be followed by the 

15 commissioners of registration with respect to the disposition 

16 of the return card. If a return card is returned to the 

17 commissioner as nondeliverable, the registration record of the 

18 voter is made inactive. 

19 The bill sets out the reasons for canceling the voter 

20 registration of a registered voter. The reasons are the same 

21 as present law, except that the NVRA prohibits canceling a 

22 registration solely for failure to vote. However, the 

23 registration of a registered voter may be canceled 'f the 

24 registered voter has not voted for two successive general 

25 elections following the return of two confirmation notices as 

26 nondeliverable. 

21 Voter registrations which have been canceled may not be 

28 destroyed for 22 months after the next general election 

29 ~ollowing the cancellation. Declinations to vote collected by 

30 a voter registration agency must be kept for 22 months before 

31 they may be destroyed. The bill provides, as does present 

12 law, that voter registration records, voter lists, and other 

33 information is available for public inspection and copying, 

34 subject to some confidentiality requirements. The bill 

3S prohibits the use of voter registration information for 
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l commercial purposes and provides that violation of this 

2 provision is a serious misdemeanor. 

3 The bill requires that voter registratio~ records be 

4 maintained in an electronic medium, and requires that the 

5 voter registration and certain voting records be retained for 

6 a certain period of time. The bill also allows voter 

7 registration agencies and the drivers' services division of 

8 the state department of transportation to maintain and 

9 transmit voter registration records electronically. 

10 The bill, as does present law, prescribes the informatiotl 

11 to be included on the state voter registration form. The bill 

12 provides that voter registration forms may be on paper or 

13 electronic media and allows the use of electronic signatures 

14 on voter registration forms. 

15 The bill enacts a penalty section similar to present law 

16 except that certain violations of the law remain an aggravated 

17 misdemeanor and other violations are made class ''D'' felonies. 

18 The NVRA requires that the penalty for falsely signing a voter 

19 registration form be the penalty for committing perjury; under 

20 Iowa law that is a class "0" felony. 

21 The NVRA requires each state to designate a chief election 

22 offlcial to coordinate the implementation of the bill. This 

23 hill designates the state commissioner of elections (secretary 

24 of state) as the officer responsible for implementation of the 

25 bill. 

26 The bill contains complementary amendments to other 

27 sections of the Code and instructs the Iowa Code editor to 

28 change each reference to ''qualified elector'' or ''qualified 

29 electors'' in the Code to "registered voter" and ''registered 

30 voters". 

31 The bill takes effect January 1, 1995. 

32 The bill may impose a state mandate as defined in section 

33 258.3 . 

34 

35 
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SE:NATE F1LE 2223 
FISCAL NOTE 

------···-·- - .. . -----·-- -

: cwa. 

n~:e fer Senate File 2223 ~s he~e~y subm~t:ed pu~s~a~t :J ~oi~~ ~uie 

a c;:,:-:-ecr.ional i~pac:: statemer::r. purs:.1a:-:t t.o Sect i.or: 2.)6, C.:'O~-· .:f 
~sed :n de~e~opi~g tnis fisca: ~o~e are a~a~la~Le :~::~the 

Fisca~ Burea~ ta members of the ~2gisLa:ure ~pan requas:. 

as 
Ja:a 

------ ·---··-----

Senate 2223 rewrites the State voter registrat~cn s~a~J~es :0 ~~~fnr~ w~:h 

National Voter Registration Ac: 0f :993 (SVRA). 7he ~a~cr ?3rt~ o~ th~ t"edera~ 

:~e bill CeaL _,~t:l voter registr-at1on s:-nuLtanc~L.:S •..;ith dri_-12!'"5
1 ser·;ice-;, 

voter registratLon by ~ail, vo:er reg~~trat~on s~rvices by cer:a~~ desi~11ate~ 

agenc1es, ~nd requ1~ements for vcter regis:rat:on admi~~strat~~~. 7h~ b:! 1 
:nakes uS1!1g 'JOte~ registr<.!t~or~ i.:~for:na:iu:-: f0:- CSt:":r.'!ercia~ ?ur?0SC5 _, :.;.:>r~::t:S 

~isdcme~nor ~nd 1ncreases :he penal:y for c~rta1n ~~c~Lat~c~~ i~om d~ a~gr:l;dced 
misdc~eanor t1l a Class D felony. 

2 • 

) . 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 

8. 

') . 

10. . 
. ' 
• L • 

: 3 • 

The Depa~:~en: c>f 
re~istrat:on torms 
~nstruCti~n bookLet. 

Revenue and Pir . .:1nce ,;urr~r.tly ~r~se:-:<; 2 ·;c)te~ 

~n eac~ individual ~~come tax reCJr~ ~or~ ~r 

No signif~cant aitera:io~ i~ the procedJre ~1ll ~e 
r~quired • 
No aggravated misde~eancr charges £o~ voter ~egistrat~8n viotatic:-:s have 
been :i:ed ~i:hin t~e pas: Severa: years. No c:ass ~ fe:ony charg~s ~or 
vcter reg:stration vio:ations are anticipated. 
The Office o~ the Secretary of S:ate ~i:: be reGu:red to modify some ~crk 
pa:terns bt.:':. :hi.s can be "done w~:hi.n the C'..lt"rer.t budge:. 
The a?p~o?r~a:lc~ to t~e Departme~t oi Ge~eral s~~vices (JGS) in Se~a:e 
File 2229 wl:: be sufficient for deve:opme~t and dii:rib~cion of fcrxs. 
Cn,:r.:ies '..;l~L make one-time compu:e:- er..:iyme;.~ 

an average cost of $4,000. Maii~~g ccs:s 
ar.r.ua\.ly. 

and ~2f:~a~e pur:~ases ~t 

~ill t~cr~ase jy S2.500 

The Je?artmer:t vf Empioymen: Ser·,ic~s (JES) ·,.;1~~ prcc~s:. 523,000 c! te:1:s 
ar.r.ua:. [ y. 
The ~atacy ~or DES sta~f ~andling voter 
annualLy. 

~e~:stration a~e:a~es $20,738 

:he ~epa~:~ent of H~nan Services (JHS) ~l~~ process 4~3.:75 
requ~ring voter registration in FY 1995 a~d 4~0,607 i~ FY 1996. 
DHS [r.corne Mai~tena~ce staff's sa~arLes are $30,809 a~d Sdrvice 
salartes 3re $35,519. 
Forms a~d pam?hLe:s ~ill :ost JHS $0.09 each. 

c~ier.ts 

- - . 
St.:l:: S 

The estimates for DES an~ SHS staff :i~e :c ha~dle vster reg~stra~ion vary 
~rem 4 :a 5 mtr.~tes per cLient • 
?os:age ccst~ ~c ccunt~es assac~ated ~::h 

Si9.S28 t~ FY :995 acd $l9.~:s :n FY i996. 
fede~al regula:ions fer 
reg~st~a:io~ ~ct£vi~Les. 

JcS cc '10: 

b~t :· eCe~a 1 
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for Lhi•; CICI.l\'lf.y. 

I' i sea I . I mp.'l_c_l: 

The cu:..;t.:..; for all c~un:ies .1re estimJ.ted at $396,000 tcr or.r-t :r.H~ c:n::-:putr.r 
·.:qviprnent an<.! soft·..;.1re ?lJC'chases and ann:!a~. ;nai: ir'!g c:~~•t:; ot $LL.7 ,000. The 
r:lsts to the countles created by OHS activities, after federa~ reimhur~e~ent, 
~iil be 519,528 in FY 1995. The FY 1996 costs to t:-te cou:1ties created by UHS 
nctivirics after fcd~ral r~imhur5emcnt, will he $19,415 in VY 1996. ;!~e tr)ta: 
co•;L•; tn co~~tie,; ~or ~y 1995 are eotimated at $662,528 and $266,4i5 in FY 
1~%. 

The State will incur the !·oilcwir:g costs: 

l. The costs to DGS are estimated aL SiO,OOO. 
2. The costs tor DES are esttr:tated at SiS,OOO '"r or.e-time ?rogrammtng 

r2lnt~~c: cnsts :tnd $3)1 ~000 tor sta~t' costs Jringing th~ r otnl FY :995 ccc;t 
t0 $366,000. Tne ~1 1996 c<>Sts are e•t~mated at Sl5l,UOIJ. 

3. 7!:c FY ltJY) r.o·;·_·; Lo lJHS .:1re estt;;:,1tPd .1t $599,333 -..::-:tcr. ~ . .;:11 b€ o~f_.:;,~:. hy 
~.~a,~ral f(~\'i~nuo.!'> <Jf $279,066 for a net co•;t :o t:-:e 'Jt~·nc <1 t $"~20,272. Th.;.~ 

;:y 1996 cn~;t:, to ;)i!S .:ire esti1':'1.1.:ed a: 553.:0,316 -,..,r:icr. w-: i ~ hP >J:t:.;e:... !":ly 

t"edt~ral reveuu<2s vf $278,993 tor a net cost to the St.~1L~ o: $320,114. 
4. Tile Oepartmt~nt :.Jl Tra~·;;;ortJ.tion wi~l experience sor.:e adC.i.~ior . .1l co·;:..·; for 

purch~,;,ng .1ddiL .onal forms and revi"ons r.o computer prn>;ra:::c;. The 
fiscal impact ~111 n1lL he •;ignificant. 

S. The Oepartr.1ent of H,.:man Rights has ~ndlcn~ed t:1a.t ~:r:plement1ng t:Hs ~~ l 1 
would !lave a fiscal i~pact from stat£ t~me rcq~i~~d to register c~ients; 
trom cumpilir.g, storin~, and reporting data; and frnm ?O:.>tage. :·hese 
cd'its cAnr.oL he e•;t imated. 

6. The Department of Revenue and Finar.cl?. wi 1 t ccr.t tnue tnsert ~ng voter 
registration forms dS 1.n the past and cxpcri~nce no increase ~n cos:s. 

7. O~her departments do :1o::. anticipate a sip,ni fi..cant flscal impact. 

Th!~ LDr-3.1 co:;t~; tu ~he State are est;.mated :o be $696,727 :n FY 199) ar.d 

$681,114 tn FY 1')96. 

Then~ is no imp<3.ct or. the correctional system. 

Depa.rt:nent of Correc:ior.s 
llepartmen ol Education 
Oepdrtrner:t of General Servi.ces 
CrJmi:-tal a.:-t<i Jav~r.ll(~ Ju:;tic<.~ PL1r::.ir.g Di·.,:.si-:>n, DeyJ.rtmer.t of Humar. Right~ 
!J~a Stat!~ As~~c>ci~LlOn of Count:es 
JudlClal Deparlment 
Pa-roLe Board 
Dep.lrt.me:~t of f<e·;ent~<:? J.nd ~::n.:1:1ce 

Secretary uf STnle 
l)~?p.:irt:renr_ ~f ·:·rar.s; .. n!""t:::.~ io:i 
:h:pdrr::-::e:·=t vf t:mp~oymer.:: s-=.--)~cc::. 
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31 DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL JIRECTOR 
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SENATE FILE 2223 
H-5718 

l Amend Senate File 2223, as passed by the Senate, as 
follows: 2 

.3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
ll 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
~8 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
3: 
32 
33 
' ' o .. 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
4~ 

42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

l. Page 1, by inserting after ::ne 29 the follow-
J.ng: 

"4. "Voter registration agency" means an agency 
designated to conduct voter regis,ration under section 
48A.l9. Offices of the driver services division of 
the state department of transpor,ation are not voter 
registration agencies.'' 

2. Page l, line 30, by striking the figure "4'' 
and inserting the following: "5". 

3. Page 4, by inser,ing after line l6 the 
following: 

"Sec. NEW SECTION. 48A.5A DETERMINATION OF 
RESIDENCE. 

Residence shall be determined in accordance with 
the following p~inciples: 

1. The residence of a person is in the precinct 
where the person's home is located, from which the 
person has no present 1ntention of moving, and to 
which the person intends to return when absent. 

2. A person does not lose resodence if the person 
leaves the person's home to live temporarily J.n 
another state or precinct . 

3. A person does not acquire a residence in ar.y 
precinct of this state if the person is living there 
only temporarily, without the intention of 
establishing the person's home in that precinct. 

4. If a person goes to another state or precinct 
with the intent of establishino the oerson's home in 
that state or precinct or files an aEEidavi: of 
reside~ce in that state or preci~ct ~or e:ection 
purposes, the person loses residence in the :ormer 
state or precinct, unless the pe:son ~oved :o the 
other state after that state's deadline ~cr 

registering to vote in a pa:ticuia~ electio~. 
5. If a person moves to a~other state w~th the 

intention of living in that state for an indefinite 
period, the person loses residence i~ this state, 
~otwithstandir.g the person's incention :o ~eturn at 
some indefinite future time. 

6. The me:e intention to acquire a new :eside~ce 
is not sufficient to acquire a new residence ur.cess 
the person moves to that location. Moving :o a new 
location is not sufficient to acquire a new residence 
unless che person intends to remain at :he ~ew 

47 location. 
48 7. The residence of a person who is wor~ing 
49 temporarily in any precinct of this sta:e is in the 
50 precinct where :he person's permanent home is :ocated. 
H-5718 -l-
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l 8. A student who res1des at or near the school the 
2 student attends, but who is also able to claim a 
3 residence at another location under the provisions of 
4 this section, may choose either location as the 
5 student's residence for voting purposes. 
6 9. If an active member of the United States armed 
7 forces, as defined by section 53.37, has previously 
8 resided at a location that meets the requirements of 
9 this section, that person may claim either the 

10 previous or current residence as the person's 
11 residence for voting purposes. 
12 10. If a person owns real property and claims it 
13 as a residence for the purposes of receiving a 
14 homestead property tax credit or elderly and disabled 
15 property tax credit or rent reimbursement, that 
16 location shall be presumed to be that person's voting 
17 residence. 
18 11. If a person owns real property and does not 
19 claim it as a residence for tax purposes, and usually 
20 sleeps at another location, it is presumed that the 
21 person's residence for voting purposes is that 
22 location where that person usually sleeps. 
23 12. The residence of a homeless person is in the 
24 precinct where the homeless person usually sleeps. 
25 Residence requirements shall be construed liberally to 
26 provide homeless persons with the opportunity to 
27 register to vote and to vote. 
28 A person's declaration of residency for voting 
29 purposes is presumed to be valid unless a 
30 preponderance of evidence indicates that another 
31 location should be considered the person's voting 
32 residence under the provisions of this chapter. 
33 If a person can claim no residence under the 
34 provisions of this chapter, the person's residence, 
JS for voting purposes only, is the place which the 
36 person declares is the person's home with the intent 
37 to remain there permanently or for a definite or 
38 indefinite or undeterminable length of time.'' 
39 4. Page 4, line 34, by striking the word 
40 ''drivers''' and inserting the following: ''driver's''. 
41 5. Page 7, line 20, by inserting after the word 
42 ''and" the following: ''the information''. 
43 6. Page 9, line 13, by striking the figure 
44 "48A.8'' and inserting the following: "48A.l6''. 
45 7. Page 11, line 2, by striking the word 
46 ''~RIVERS''' and inserting the following: ''DRIVER'S''. 
47 8. Page 12, line 2, by striking the words ''state 
48 funded" and inserting the following: ''state-funded''. 
49 9. Page 12, line 10, by inserting after the word 
50 ''rights'' the following: ''or its successor agency''. 
H-5718 -2-
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H-5718 
Page 3 

1 10. Page 12, line 12, by inserting after the ·.wrd 
2 
3 
4 

·5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
l3 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

''rights'' the foilowing: "o~ its successor agency''. 
ll. Page 12, by striking lines 13 and 14. 
12. Page 12, by striking lines 21 through 24 and 

inserting the following: ''the United States armed 
forces recruiting offices." 

13. Page 12, by inse~ting after line 24 the 
following: 

"__ Agencies designated to provide voter 
registration services shall provide the following 
services: 

a. Distribution of a voter registration form 
either on paper or electronic medium. 

b. Assistance to registrants in completing voter 
registration forms, unless the registrant ref~ses 
assistance. 

c. Acceptance of completed voter registration 
forms for transmittal as required in section 48A.21.'' 

14. Page 14, line 2, by striking the word 
"application". 

15. Page 14, line 19, by striking the word 
"DRIVERS''' and inserting the following: ''DRIVER'S''. 

16. Page 14, line 23, by striking the word 
''drivers'" and inserting the following: ''driver's''. 

17. Page 14, line 25, by striking the word 
''drivers'" and inserting the following: ''driver's'' . 

18. Page 15, by inserting after line 19 the 
following: 

"Sec. NEW SECT~ON. 48A.25 COMPENSATION FOR 
ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING REGISTRATION FORMS. 

31 A person may pay, offer to pay, or accept 
32 compensation for assisting others in completing voter 
33 registration forms only if the compensation is based 
34 solely on the time spent providing the assis:ance. 
35 ?ay1ng, offering to pay, or receiving compensation 
36 based on the number of regist~ation ~arms completed, 
37 or the party affiliations shown on completed 
38 registration forms, or on any other performance 
39 criteria, is a serious misdemeanor. 

Page 22 

40 This section shall not apply to state and political 
41 subdivision employees who are required to offer 
42 assistance to clients as a part of their regular job 
43 duties, and who shall ~ot be granted additional 
44 compensation for voter registration activities. A 
45 person assisting another in completing a voter 
46 registration form shall not complete any portion of 
47 the form without the knowledge or consent of the 
48 registrant." 
49 19. Page 16, line 12, by striking the figure 
50 "48A.27,'' and inserting the following: ''48A.29,". 
H-5718 -3-
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l 20. Page 17, l1ne 4, by striking the word 
2 "drivers''' and inserting the following: ''driver's''. 
3 21. Page 17, line 16, by striking the word 
4 "notice" and inserting the following: ··~orm''. 
5 22. Page 19, line 9, by striking the word ''form'' 
6 and inserting the following: ''card". 
7 23. Page 19, by striking lines 34 and 35 and 
8 inserting the following: ''the notice required by 
9 paragraph ''c" shall include a statement that 

10 registration in". 
11 24. Page 21, line 9, by striking the word 
12 ''section'' and inserting the following: "subsection". 
13 25. Page 21, line 32, by inserting after the word 
14 "notice'' the following: ''and return card''. 
15 26. Page 22, line 4, by striking the word "form'' 
16 and inserting the following: ''card". 
17 27. Page 22, line 15, by striking the words 
18 ''changed residence'' and inserting the following: 
19 ''moved". 
20 28. Page 23, line 12, by striking the word ''an'' 
21 and 1nserting the following: ''the primary or general 
22 election and at least eleven days before any other''. 
23 29. Page 24, line 12, by inserting after the word 
24 ''court" the following: '', or the United States 
25 attorney,''. 
26 30. Page 24, line 15, by inserting after the word 
27 ''law.'' the following: "The clerk of district court 

?age 23 

28 shall send notice of a felony conviction to the state 
29 registrar of voters. The registrar shall determine in 
30 which county the felon is registered to vote, if any, 
31 and shall notify the county commissioner of 
32 registration for that county of the felony 
33 conviction." 
34 31. Page 24, line 20, by striking the figure 
35 "48A.28'' and inserting the following: ''48A.29''. 
36 32. Page 25, by striking lines 23 and 24 and 
17 inserting the following: ''shall be kept by the voter 
38 registration agency for twenty-two months after the 
39 next general election after which time the agency may 
40 destroy the records." 
41 33. Page 26, line 9, by striking the figure 
42 ''48A.31" and inserting the following: ''48A.32''. 
43 34. Page 26, line 19, by striking the word 
44 "either''. 
45 35. Page 29, by striking lines 28 through 34, and 
46 inserting the following: 
47 ''d. Files a challenge under section 48A.l4 which 
48 the challenger knows contains false information 
49 pertaining to the reasons the registration is being 
50 challenged. 
H-5718 -4-
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5 
e. Willfully or knowingly intimidates or 

2 threatens, or attemots to intimidate ot thtea~e~, a~y 
3 person for registerlng to vote or attempting to 
4 register to vote, or intimidates, threatens, or 

.s coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or 

Page 24 

6 coerce any person to register to vote or to attempt to 
7 register to vote." 
8 36. Page 30, by striking lines 4 through 10. 
9 37. By striking page 30, line 32 through page 3!, 

10 
ll 

line l. 
38. Page 35, by striking lines 3 through 9 and 

12 inserting the following: ''registration. f!-the 
13 eha~~engea-~ote~Ls-registretion-wes-eanee~ea-~n-the 
14 eame-eoanty-where-the-pe~son-eetemptea-to-vete-beeaase 
15 !irst-e~aes-~ei~-other-than-the-regietration-reeeipt 
16 mei~ea-~tlrsaent-to-seetien-48~~-wes-retarnea-by-the 
17 poeeei-ser~iee-aaring-the-fotlr-yeere-preeeaing-the 
18 eieetion-in-progreas,-the-pereonLs-ba~~ot-sha~~-be 
19 aeee?tea-for-eetlnting-ana-the-eieeterLe-registretien 
20 she!i-be-reineeated7'' 
21 39. By renumbering and correcting internal 
22 references as necessary. 

H-5718 FILED MARCH 28, 1994 
t1Z.-~ ~ /s-- 9¢ 

( t? /74o/ 

By COMMITTSE ON STATE GOVERNMENT 
CARPENTER of ?elk, Cha:rperson 

SENATE FILE 2223 
H-6000 

1 Amend the amendment, rt-5718, ~o Senate Fi:e 2223, 
2 as passed by t~e Senate, as ~o:lows: 
3 1. Pace 3, line 7, by striking the words ''af:er 
4 line 24'' ~~d i~serting the followi~g: ''before line 
5 25". 

H-6000 FILED A?RIL 6, 1994 
~ ~~/.>- 9j" 

By HANSON o~ Delaware 

if /;;o/g/ 
I. ~ SENATE FILE 2223 

H-6013 
l Ame"d the a~endment, H-5718, to Senate Fi:e 2223, 
2 as oassed bv the senate, as follows: 
3 :. Page.l, line 8, by inser~ing after t~e word 
4 ''transportation'' the fo!lowing: ''and offices of the 
s job service division of the department of employ~ent 
6 services". 

By SPENNER of Henry 



• 

• 

• 

EOUSE CLI? SHEET APRIL c3, :C994 

SENATE FILE 2223 
H-6133 

A~e~d the ame~dme~t, E-S7l8, to Senate r"1e 2223, 
2 as passed by t~e Senate, as fo:lows: 
J i ?age 2, by insert:r.g a:ter li~e 40, tne 
4 follo,ving: 
S "__ Pase 5, line 10, by st.rii<ing :!"le ·,;ord 
6 ''Registrat:on'' and i~serting the following: ''Exce2: 
7 as otherwise provided in section 48A.9A, 
8 registration". 
9 ___ Page 5, by inserti~g after lir.e 34 ~~e 

10 follc~. ... ing: 
ll "Sec. NEW SEC~:ON. 48A.9A ELEC7:0N DAI 
12 REGISTRATION. 
13 l. An e:igible elector may register to vote and 

Page 12 

l4 vote on the day of the election by appearing in pe~so~ 
15 at the polling place for t~e precinct in wh~c~ ~ne 
16 el:gib:e elector resides, by completing a voce~ 

l7 registration :orm, making an oath in the form 
18 prescribed by the secretary of state, and p~o~1di~g 
19 proof o~ residence. An eligible elector may prove 
20 res:dence :or purposes of voter registration by 
2~ meeting ~ne of the fo:lowing requirements: 
22 a. Showi~g a drtver's :icense or no~cpera:or's 
23 identification card tss~ed pursuant :o section 32~.189 
24 or 321.190, respective~y . 
25 b. Showing any dccumen~ approved as proper 
26 idenci:ica:ion by the secretary of state by r~le. 
27 c. Showing one o~ the ~ollcwi~g: 
28 (l) A curre~t valid studen: ide~tifica:ion card 
29 from a pos:seco~dary school in Iowa if a :~s: of 
20 students from t~at school has been prepared ~nder 
Jl secc:on 48A.23 a~d cer~:fied ~o the ccu~ty 
J2 cor.unissi.oner :.:-. tr.e rr.anner prescribed by :he sec~t=~a-:y 
23 cE state by ~~le. 
]~ (2) A cu:~e~t st~den~ fee statement that cc~:a!~S 
35 t~e s:~Ge~t's valid address i~ :r.e preci~ct t8ge:~e= 
36 with a picture ide~t~f~cat~on cdrd. 
37 d. Having a registered ~oter who resides ~~ t~e 
38 precinct sign a~ oath :n the p~ese~ce of the electto~ 
39 official vouc~ina that the voter oerso~allv knows that 
40 the el~gible ele~tor is a resident of the precinct. A 
4i voter who has been vo~ched eor on e:ection day shall 
42 no: sign a prooE ot residence oath vouching fc-: any 
43 other eligible elector on that election day. 
44 2. Registration at ~he polling place on election 
45 day shall be conducted by the election off:cial. The 
46 election official who registers an individual at the 
47 po~ling place on election day shall not handle that 
43 vo~er's ball~t at any :i~e before the openlnS of t~e 
49 ba:i~t box a~ter the voting ends. RegistratiGn forms 
Sv and oac~ fc~8s shall be ava::ab:e a~ eac~ po••~~g 
H-6133 
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_ p~ace. IE an elLglble elec:or who registers :o vote 
2 on election day proves residence by oath o~ a 
J regis:ered voter, t~e form containi:~g the 0at~ ~r1a:: 
4 be at:ached to :he elec:or's voter ~eglstratl,;:: ~o~r: 
S ~n~il the elector's dddress is veri~ied by the c.;~~ty 
h comia..:.ss10:~e:-. ':':-te elec:ion .:Jff.:.cial respor.s.:..Ole tu~ 
7 e::..ectiun day regis~ra~ion shal::.. init.:.al. each completed 
8 voter registration form. 
9 Voter registration forms completed on election day 

10 shall be forwarded :o the county co:nnissione~ uno 
•• shall add the name of each voter :o the registration 
12 l1st unless :he information forwarded is inadequate 
13 for ~he commissioner to ma~e a determlnatiorJ that the 
14 electo~ is q~alified to vote. :n such case, the 
:s commissioner shail send an acknowledgement to the 
16 eligible elector oursuant :o section 48A.26, 
!7 suosec~ion 3. A ~oter registration form completed on 
!8 p:ection day sha:l not be found inadequate solely 
19 because the registered voter who provided proof of 
20 residence was ineligible to do so. 
?l J. The comm1ssioner shall provide each precir1ct 
22 with an accurate precinct map to assist the election 
23 official in determining whether an address is :ocated 
2~ in :hat precinct. 
25 4. The election official responsib:e for election 
26 day registration shall keep a record of the number of 
27 perso~s who attempt to register to vote on election 
28 day but who cannot prov:de proof of residence as 
29 required by this section. The record shall be 
JO fon,arded to che county commissioner >lith the electio:c 
31 returns for that precinct.'' 
J2 Page 6, line 2, by inserting a~ter the word 
33 "forir." the follotving: ", and proof of identifi.cation 
J4 if the ~egiste~ed voter submits the voter reglstrat:on 
35 form at the polling place on the day of the 
36 election,". 
37 Page 6, by striking line 3 and inserting the 
38 follot.-;ing: "commissioner in order to vote in that 
J9 CO\l~1ty." 11 

40 2. Page 3, by i~serting after line 26 the 
41 follmving: 
42 '' Page 15, by inserting before line 13 the 
43 following: 
44 ''3. Postsecondary schools that enroll stude~ts 
45 accepting state or federal financial aid may provide 
46 each full-time student a student identification card 
47 that conta1ns the enrolling student's photograph and 
48 name. Postsecondary schools that enroll students 
49 accepting state or federal financial aid may prepare a 
SO list of students currently enrolled in the school and 
H-6133 -2-
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l res:c1no i~ the school's ho~si~c o: with n ~e~ x~:es 
2 of the ~ctcol's ca~pus. The l~~t shall ~c:~~e eac~ 
J st~dent's c~rrent address. ~he :ist sha : be 
4 certified a~d sent to the appropriate cou~:y 
5 cor:u:t:..ssioner tor use ~n election day regi.st~a:i·~:~ as 
6 ;::>rovided ir'. section 48A.9!l .. "" 
7 3. Sy re~~mbe:i~g and correcting interna: 
8 references as ~ecessary. 

By BEATTY ct Warren 
H-6133 FILED A?R!L ~2, 1994 

SENATE E'!LE 2223 
a-6156 

Anend the amendme~t, H-57l8, tc Ser:ate ?ile 2223, 
2 as passec oy the Senate as fc:"cws: 
3 ?age 3, by stri~ing lines 3 ~~rough 6. 
4 2. By renumberi~s as necessary. 

H-6156 ?ILED APRIL 13, 

~ <f-/.s-:. Y1' 

( f? 1/-1!) 

By HALVORSON of Webster 
l994 

?age 14 
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SENATE FILE 2223 
H-6173 

1 Amend Senate File 2223, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 

_3 1. Page 5, line 10, by striking the word 
4 "Registration" and inserting the following: "Except 
5 as otherwise provided in section 48A.9A, 
6 registration". 
7 2. Page 5, by inserting after line 34 the 
8 following: 
9 "Sec. NEW SECTION. 48A.9A ELECTION DAY 

10 REGISTRATION. 
11 1. An eligible elector may register to vote and 
12 vote on the day of the election by appearing in person 
13 at the polling place for the precinct in which the 
14 eligible elector resides, by completing a voter 
15 registration form, making an oath in the form 
16 prescribed by the secretary of state, and providing 
17 proof of residence. An eligible elector may prove 
18 residence for purposes of voter registration by 
19 meeting one of the following requirements: 
20 a. Showing a driver's license or nonoperator's 
21 identification card issued pursuant to section 321.189 
22 or 321.190, respectively. 
23 b. Showing any document approved as proper 
24 identification by the secretary of state by rule. 
25 c. Showing one of the following: 
26 (1) A current valid student identification card 
27 from a postsecondary school in Iowa if a list of 
28 students from that school has been prepared under 
29 section 48A.23 and certified to the county 
30 commissioner in the manner prescribed by the secretary 
31 of state by rule. 
32 (2) A current student fee statement that contains 
33 the student's valid address in the precinct together 
34 with a picture identification card. 
35 d. Having a registered voter who resides in the 
36 precinct sign an oath in the presence of the election 
37 official vouching that the voter personally knows that 
38 the eligible elector is a resident of the precinct. A 
39 voter who has been vouched for on election day shall 
40 not sign a proof of residence oath vouching for any 
41 other eligible elector on that election day. 
42 2. Registration at the polling place on election 
43 day shall be conducted by the election official. The 
44 election official who registers an individual at the 
45 polling place on election day shall not handle that 
46 voter's ballot at any time before the opening of the 
47 ballot box after the voting ends. Registration forms 
48 and oath forms shall be available at each polling 
49 place. If an eligible elector who registers to vote 
50 on election day proves residence by oath of a 
H-6173 -1-
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1 registered voter, the form contain1ng the oath shall 
2 be attached to the elector's voter registration for~ 
3 until the elector's address is verified by tr.e cotln~y 
4 com~iss1oner. The election official responsible for 
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5 election day registration shall in1tial each completed 
6 voter registration form. 
7 Voter registrat:on forms completed on election day 
8 shall be fon1arded to the county commissioner \vho 
9 shall add the name of each voter to the registration 

10 list unless the information forwarded is inadequate 
11 for the commissioner to make a determination t~at the 
12 elector is qualified to vote. In such case, the 
13 commissioner shall send an acknowledgement to the 
14 eligible elector pursuant to section 48A.26, 
15 subsection 3. A voter registration form completed on 
!6 election day shall not be found inadequate solely 
17 because the registered voter who provided proof of 
18 residence was ineligible to do so. 
19 3. The commissioner shall provide each precinct 
20 with an accurate precinct map ~o assist the elect1on 
2: official in determining whether an address is located 
22 1n that precinct. 
23 4. The election official responsible for e~ection 
24 day registration shall keep a record of the number of 
25 persons who attempt to register to vote on election 
26 day but who cannot provide proof of residence as 
27 required by th1s section. The record shall be 
28 forwarded to the county comm1ssioner \vith the election 
29 returns for that precinct.'' 
30 3. Page 6, line 2, by inserting after the word 
3l "form" the follo<·Jing: ", and proof of identification 
32 1f the registered voter submits the voter registration 
33 form at the polling place on the day of the 
34 election,". 
35 4. Page 6, by striking line 3 and inserting the 
36 follo•:ing: "commissioner i:1 order to vote in that 
37 county." 
38 5. Page 15, by ir.serti:1g before line 13 the 
39 follo<·Jing: 
40 ''3. Postsecondary schools that enroll stude:1ts 
41 accepting state or federal financial aid may provide 
42 each full-time student a student identification card 
43 that contains the enrolling student's photograph and 
44 name. Postsecondary schools that enroll students 
45 accepting state or federal financial aid may prepare a 
46 list of students currently enrolled in the school and 
47 residing in the school's housing or within ten miles 
48 of the school's campus. The list shall include each 
49 student's current address. The l st shall be 
50 certified and sent to the appropr ate county 
H-6173 -2-
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1 commissioner for use in election day registration as 
2 provided in section 48A.9A.'' 
3 6. By renumbering and correcting internal 
4 references as necessary. 

H-6173 
By BEATTY of War~~p 

FILED APRIL 14, 1994 WITHDRAWN 
-I-ts'- 'f<f _.-) 

SENATE FILE 2223 ( r. 17ftt 
H-6234 

l Amend the amendment, H-5718, to Senate File 2223, 
2 as passed by the Senate, as follows: 
J 1. Page 3, by inserting after line 39 the 
4 follo"ing: 
5 ''This section shall not ap!=f~ to state statutory 
6 pol1t1cal comm1ttees, as def1nea 1n sect1on 43.111.'' 

H-6234 FILED APRIL 15, 1994 
By CHURCHILL of Polk 

___ CZ-c(._--_~_!_-_ 7'C /!r- r</( /? 1 ?L/fr 
-------
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l 
2 

.3 

Amend the amendment, H-5718, to Senate File 2223, 
as passed by the Senate, as follows: 

1. By striking page l, line 18 through page 2, 
line 38, and inserting the following: 

''1. The residence of a person is in the precinct 
where the person's home or dwelling is located. 
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4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

2. A residence for purposes of this chapter cannot 
be established in a commercial or industrial building 
that is not normally used for residential purposes 
unless the building is used as a primary nighttime 

ll residence. 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

3. A person does not lose residence if the person 
leaves the person's home to reside temporarily in 
another state or precinct. 

4. If a person goes to another state or precinct 
and files an affidavit of residence in that state or 
precinct for election purposes, the person loses 
residence in the former state or precinct, unless the 
person moved to the other state after that state's 
deadline for registering to vote in a particu:ar 
election. 

5. A student who resides a: or near the schoo: the 
student attends, but who is also able to claim a 
residence at another location under the provisions of 
this section, may choose either location as the 
student's residence for voter registration and voting 

27 purposes. 
28 6. If an active member of the United States ar~ed 
29 forces, as defined by section 53.37, has previously 
30 resided at a location that meets the requirements of 
31 this section, that person may claim either that 
32 previous residence or the person's current residence 
33 as the person's residence for voter registration and 
34 voting purposes. 
35 7. Notwithstanding subsections l through 6, the 
36 residence of a homeless person is in the precinct 
37 where the homeless person usually sleeps. Residence 
38 requirements shall be construed liberally to provide 
39 homeless persons with the opportunity to register to 
40 vote and to vote. 
41 8. A person's declaration of residency for vocer 
42 registration and voting purposes is presumed to be 
43 valid unless a preponderance of evidence indicates 
44 that another location should be considered the 
45 person's voting residence under the provisions of this 
46 chapter." 
By HANSON of Delaware 

BEATTY of Warren 
HALVORSON of Webster 

H-6208 FILED APRIL 14, 4994 

,0~<1-15-'1) 
\_f.\l'i~ 

KISTLER of Jefferson 
MARTIN of Scot: 
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ROUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2223 

S-5675 
1 Amend Senate File 2223, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page l, by inserting after line 29 the fol1ow-
4 ing: 
5 "4. ''Voter registration agency'' means an agency 
6 designated to conduct voter registration under section 
7 48A.l9. Offices of the driver services division of 
8 the state department of transportation are not voter 
9 registration agencies.'' 

10 2. Page 1, line 30, by striking the figure ''4'' 
11 and inserting the following: ''5". 
12 3. Page 4, by inserting after line 16 the 
13 following: 
14 "Sec. NEW SECTION. 48A.5A DETERMINATION OF 
15 RESIDENCE-.-
16 Residence shall be determined in accordance with 
17 the following principles: 
18 1. The residence of a person is in the precinct 
19 where the person's home or dwelling is located. 
20 2. A residence for purposes of this chapter cannot 
21 be established in a commercial or industrial building 
22 that is not normally used for residential purposes 
23 unless the building is used as a primary nighttime 
24 residence. 
25 3. A person does not lose residence if the person 
26 leaves the person's home to reside temporarily in 
27 another state or precinct. 
28 4. If a person goes to another state or precinct 
29 and files an affidavit of residence in that state or 
30 precinct for election purposes, the person loses 
31 residence in the former state or precinct, unless the 
32 person moved to the other state after that state's 
33 deadline for registering to vote in a particular 
34 election. 
35 5. A student who resides at or near the school the 
36 student attends, but who is also able to claim a 
37 residence at another location under the provisions of 
38 this section, may choose either location as the 
39 student's residence for voter registration and voting 
40 purposes. 
41 6. If an active member of the United States armed 
42 forces, as defined by section 53.37, has previously 
43 resided at a location that meets the requirements of 
44 this section, that person may claim either that 
45 previous residence or the person's current residence 
46 as the person's residence for voter registration and 
47 voting purposes. 
48 7. Notwithstanding subsections 1 through 6, the 
49 residence of a homeless person is in the precinct 
50 where the homeless person usually sleeps. Residence 
S-5675 -1-
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1 requirements shall be construed liberally to provide 
2 homeless persons with the opportunity to register to 
3 vote and to vote. 
4 8. A person's declaration of residency for voter 
5· registration and voting purposes is presumed to be 
6 valid unless a preponderance of evidence indicates 
7 that another location should be considered the 
8 person's voting residence under the provisions of this 
9 chapter. 

10 4. Page 4, line 34, by striking the word 
11 "drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's". 
12 5. Page 7, line 20, by inserting after the word 
13 "and" the following: "the information". 
14 6. Page 9, line 13, by striking the figure 
15 "48A.8" and inserting the following: "48A.l6". 
16 7. Page 11, line 2, by striking the word 
17 "DRIVERS'" and inserting the following: "DRIVER'S''. 
18 8. Page 12, line 2, by striking the words "state 
19 funded" and inserting the following: "state-funded". 
20 9. Page 12, line 10, by inserting after the word 
21 "rights" the following: "or its successor agency". 
22 10. Page 12, line 12, by inserting after the word 
23 "rights" the following: "or its successor agency". 
24 11. Page 12, by striking lines 13 and 14. 
25 12. Page 12, by striking lines 21 through 24 and 
26 inserting the following: "the United States armed 
27 forces recruiting offices." 
28 13. Page 12, by inserting after line 24 the 
29 following: 
30 " Agencies designated to provide voter 
31 registration services shall provide the following 
32 services: 
33 a. Distribution of a voter registration form 
34 either on paper or electronic medium. 
35 b. Assistance to registrants in completing voter 
36 registration forms, unless the registrant refuses 
37 assistance. 
38 c. Acceptance of completed voter 
39 forms for transmittal as required in 
40 14. Page 14, line 2, by striking 
41 "application". 

registration 
section 48A. 21." 
the word 

42 15. Page 14, line 19, by striking the word 
43 "DRIVERS'" and inserting the following: "DRIVER'S''. 
44 16. Page 14, line 23, by striking the word 
45 ''drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's". 
46 17. Page 14, line 25, by striking the word 
47 "drivers'" and inserting the following: "driver's". 
48 18. Page 15, by inserting after line 19 the 
49 following: 
SO "Sec. 
S-5675 

4 ;;t,0' 
' ,. . 

. 

NEW SECTION. 
-2-

48A.25 COMPENSATION FOR 
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1 ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING REGISTRATION FORMS. 
2 A person may pay, offer to pay, or accept 
3 compensation for assisting others 1n completing voter 
4 registration forms only if the compensation is based 
5 solely on the time spent providing the assistance. 
6 Paying, offering to pay, or receiving compensation 
7 based on the number of registration forms completed, 
8 or the party affiliations shown on completed 
9 registration forms, or on any other performance 

10 criteria, is a serious misdemeanor. 
11 This section shall not apply to state statutory 
12 political committees, as defined in section 43.111. 
13 This section shall not apply to state and political 
14 subdivision employees who are required to offer 
15 assistance to clients as a part of their regular job 
16 duties, and who shall not be granted additional 
17 compensation for voter registration activities. A 
18 person assisting another in completing a voter 
19 registration form shall not complete any portion of 
20 the form without the knowledge or consent of the 
21 registrant." 
22 19. Page 16, line 12, by striking the figure 
23 "48A.27,'' and inserting the following: "48A.29,''. 
24 20. Page 17, line 4, by striking the word 
25 "drivers''' and inserting the following: ''driver's''. 
26 21. Page 17, line 16, by striking the word 
27 ''notice'' and inserting the following: ''form''. 
28 22. Page 19, line 9, by striking the word ''form" 
29 and inserting the following: ''card". 
30 23. Page 19, by striking lines 34 and 35 and 
31 inserting the following: ''the notice required by 
32 paragraph "c'' shall include a statement that 
33 registration in''. 
34 24. Page 21, line 9, by striking the word 
35 ''section" and inserting the following: "subsection''. 
36 25. Page 21, line 32, by inserting after the word 
37 ''notice" the following: "and return card". 
38 26. Page 22, line 4, by striking the word ''form'' 
39 and inserting the following: "card''. 
40 27. Page 22, line 15, by striking the words 
41 ''changed residence" and inserting the following: 
4 2 "moved" . 
43 28. Page 23, line 12, by striking the word "an'' 
44 and inserting the following: ''the primary or general 
45 election and at least eleven days before any other". 
46 29. Page 24, line 12, by inserting after the word 
47 "court" the following: '', or the United States 
48 attorney,". 
49 30. Page 24, line 15, by inserting after the word 
50 ''law." the following: ''The clerk of district court 
S-5675 -3-

Page 6 



SENATE CLIP SHEET 

S-5675 
Page 4 

APRIL 18, 1994 

1 shall send notice of a felony conviction to the state 
2 registrar of voters. The registrar shall determine in 
3 which county the felon is regist~red to vote, if any, 
4 and shall notify the county commissioner of 
s·registration for that county of the felony 
6 conviction." 
7 31. Page 24, line 20, by striking the figure 
8 "48A.28" and inserting the following: "48A.29". 
9 32. Page 25, by striking lines 23 and 24 and 

10 inserting the following: "shall be kept by the voter 
ll registration agency for twenty-two months after the 
12 next general election after which time the agency may 
13 destroy the records." 
14 33. Page 26, line 9, by striking the figure 
15 "48A.31" and inserting the following: ''48A.32". 
16 34. Page 26, line 19, by striking the word 
17 "either". 
18 35. Page 29, by striking lines 28 through 34, and 
19 inserting the following: . 
20 "d. Files a challenge under section 48A.l4 which 
21 the challenger knows contains false information 
22 pertaining to the reasons the registration is being 
23 challenged. 
24 e. Willfully or knowingly intimidates or 
25 threatens, or attempts to intimidate or threaten, any 
26 person for registering to vote or attempting to 
27 register to vote, or intimidates, threatens, or 
28 coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or 
29 coerce any person to register to vote or to attempt to 
30 register to vote." 
31 36. Page 30, by striking lines 4 through 10. 
32 37. By striking page 30, line 32 through page 31, 
33 line 1. 
34 38. Page 35, by striking lines 3 through 9 and 
35 inserting the following: "registration. if-the 
36 eha~~enged-~ote~~s-~eg~st~at~on-was-eanee+ed-~n-the 
37 same-eo~nty-whe~e-the-~e~son-attempted-to-~ote-~eea~se 
38 fi~st-e~ass-ma~i-othe~-than-the-~egistration-reee~pt 
39 mailed-p~rs~ant-to-seetion-48.3-was-ret~rned-~y-the 
40 postal-serviee-d~ring-the-fo~r-years-preeeding-the 
41 e~eetion-±n-progress,-the-person~s-~a~~ot-sha~l-be 
42 aeeepted-for-eo~nting-and-the-e~eeto~~s-~eg~stration 
43 shall-be-reinstated•" 
44 39. By renumbering and correcting internal 
45 references as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
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SENATE FILE 2223 
S-5720 

1 Amend the House amendment, S-5675, to Senate File 
2223, as passed by the Senate as follows: 2 

3 
4 

1. Page l, line 8, by inserting after the word 
"transportation'' the following: "and offices of the 

5 job service division of the department of employment 
6 services". 

S-5720 FILED APRIL 18, 1994 
LOST ('j- !!98-1) 

By WILMER RENSINK 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 SUBCHAPTER I 

2 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

3 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 48A.l STATEMENT OF INTENT. 

4 It is the intent of the general assembly to facilitate the 

5 registration of eligible residents of this state through the 

6 widespread availability of voter registration services. This 

7 chapter and other statutes relating to voter registration are 
8 to 

9 

be liberally construed toward this end. 

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 48A.2 DEFINITIONS. 

10 The definitions established by this section and section 

11 39.3 shall apply wherever the terms so defined appear in this 

12 chapter, unless the context in which any such term is used 

13 clearly requires otherwise. 

14 1. "Commissioner of registration" means the county 

15 commissioner of elections as defined in section 47.2. 

16 2. "Homeless person" means a person who lacks a fixed, 

17 regular, and adequate nighttime residence and who has a 

18 primary nighttime residence that is one of the following: 

19 a. A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter 

20 designed to provide temporary living accomodations. 

21 b. An institution that provides a temporary residence for 

22 persons intended to be institutionalized. 

23 c. A public or private place not designed for, or 

24 ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accomodation for human 

25 beings. 

26 3. "Mentally incompetent person" means a person who has 

27 been legally determined to be severely or profoundly mentally 

28 retarded, or has been found incompetent in a proceeding held 

29 pursuant to section 229.27. 

30 4. "Voter registration form" means an application to 

31 register to vote which must be completed by any person 

32 registering to vote. 

33 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 48A.3 COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION. 

34 The county commissioner of elections is designated the 

35 commissioner of registration for the county, and may appoint 
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l deputies and assistants, subject to the approval of the county 
2 board of supervisors, necessary to carry out the 

3 commissioner's responsibilities under this chapter and under 
4 rules of the state voter registration commission and the state 
5 registrar of voters. 

6 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 48A.4 QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS. 

7 Before undertaking any voter registration duties, each 
8 voter registration officer, deputy, or assistant in whatever 

9 capacity, or clerk in the office of commissioner shall take an 
10 oath in the form prescribed by the state commissioner of 
ll elections. 

12 SUBCHAPTER II 

13 QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE 
14 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 48A.5 VOTER QUALIFICATIONS. 

15 1. An eligible elector wishing to vote in elections in 
16 Iowa shall register to vote as required by this chapter. 

17 2. To be qualified to register to vote an eligible elector 
18 shall: 

19 a. Be a citizen of the United States. 
20 b. Be an Iowa resident. A person's residence, for voting 
21 purposes only, is the place which the person declares is the 
22 person's home with the intent to remain there permanently or 

23 for a definite, or indefinite or indeterminable length of 
24 time. 

25 

A person who is homeless or has no established 

26 

residence may declare residence in a precinct by 
the voter registration form a place to which the 

27 returns. 

describing on 

person often 

28 c. Be at least eighteen years of age. Completed 

29 registration forms shall be accepted from registrants who are 
30 at least seventeen and a half years of age, however, the 

31 registration shall not be effective until the registrant 
32 reaches the age of eighteen. 

33 d. Not claim the right to vote in more than one place. A 

34 registrant shall be presumed to revoke any earlier claim of 

35 residence for voter registration purposes. 
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1 3. If a person who meets the requirements set forth in 
2 subsection 2 moves to a new residence, either in Iowa or 

3 outside Iowa, and does not meet the voter requirements at the 

4 person's new residence, the person may vote at the person's 

5 former precinct in Iowa until the person meets the voter 

6 requirements of the person's new residence. However, a person 

7 who has moved to ~ new residence and fails to register to vote 

8 at the person's new residence after becoming eligible to do so 

9 shall not be entitled to vote at the person's former precinct 
10 in Iowa. 

11 4. A citizen of the United States who lives outside of the 

12 United States has the right to register and vote as if the 

13 person were a resident of a precinct in Iowa if the citizen 

14 was an eligible elector of Iowa immediately before leaving the 

15 United States. A citizen who was not old enough to register 

16 to vote before leaving the United States but who met all of 

17 the other requirements for voter registration at that time 

18 also has the right to register and vote as if the person were 

19 a resident of a precinct in Iowa. This right applies even 
20 though while living outside the United States the citizen does 

21 not have a residence or other address in the precinct, and the 

22 citizen has not determined whether to return to Iowa. To 

23 qualify to vote in Iowa a United States citizen living outside 
24 the United States shall: 

25 a. Comply with all applicable requirements of sections 

26 53.37 to 53.53 relating to absentee ballots for members of the 

27 armed forces and other citizens living outside the United 
28 States. 

29 b. Not maintain a residence, shall not be registered to 

30 vote, and shall not vote in any other state, territory, or 

31 possession of the United States. 

32 c. Possess a valid passport or identity card and 

33 registration issued under authority of the United States 

34 secretary of state, or, if the citizen does not possess a 

35 valid passport or card of identity or registration, an 
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1 alternative form of identification consistent with the 
2 provisions of applicable federal and state requirements. 

3 5. If a United States citizen living outside the United 
4 States meets the requirements for voting, except for 

5 residence, has never lived in the United States, and has a 

6 parent who meets the definition of a member of the armed 

7 forces of the United States under section 53.37, the citizen 
8 is eligible to register to vote and vote at the same voting 

9 residence claimed by the citizen's parent. 
10 6. The deadlines for voter registration shall not apply to 

11 a person who has been discharged from military service within 
12 thirty days preceding the date of an election. The person 

13 shall present to the precinct election official a copy of the 
14 person's discharge papers. The person shall complete a voter 

15 registration form and give it to the official before being 
16 permitted to vote. 

17 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 48A.6 DISQUALIFIED ELECTORS. 
18 The following persons are disqualified from registering to 

19 vote and from voting: 
20 1. A person who has been convicted of a felony as defined 

21 in section 701.7, or convicted of an offense classified as a 
22 felony under federal law. If the person's rights are later 

23 restored by the governor, or by the president of the United 
24 States, the person may register to vote. 
25 2. A person who has been legally determined to be mentally 

26 incompetent. Certification by the clerk of the district court 

27 that any such person has been found no longer incompetent by a 

28 court shall qualify such person to again be an elector, 

29 subject to the other provisions of this chapter. 
30 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 48A.7 REGISTRATION IN PERSON. 

31 An eligible elector may register to vote by appearing 
32 personally and completing a voter registration form at the 

33 office of the commissioner in the county in which the person 

34 resides, at a motor vehicle drivers' license station, or at 

35 any voter registration agency. A separate registration form 
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l shall be signed by each individual registrant. 
2 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 48A.8 REGISTRATION BY MAIL. 

3 An eligible elector may register to vote by completing a 
4 mail registration form. The form may be mailed or delivered 

5 by the registrant or the registrant's designee to the 
6 commissioner in the county 

7 separate registration form 
8 registrant. 

where the person resides. A 

shall be signed by each individual 

9 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 48A.9 VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINES. 

10 1. Registration closes at five p.m. eleven days before 

11 each election except primary and general elections. For 
12 primary and general elections, registration closes at five 

13 p.m. ten days before the election. An eligible elector may 

14 register during the time registration is closed in the 

15 elector's precinct but the registration shall not become 
16 effective until registration opens again in the elector's 

17 precinct. 

18 2. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight a.m. 

19 until at least five p.m. on the day registration closes before 

20 each regularly scheduled election. 
21 3. A registration form submitted by mail shall be 
22 considered on time if it is postmarked no later than the 

23 fifteenth day before the election, even if it is received by 
24 the commissioner after the deadline, or if the registration 

25 form is received by the commissioner no later than five p.m. 
26 on the last day to register to vote for an election, even if 

27 it is postmarked after the fifteenth day before the election. 
28 4. Registration forms submitted to voter registration 

29 agencies or to motor vehicle driver's license stations shall 
30 be considered on time if they are received no later than five 

31 p.m. on the day registration closes for that election. 
32 Offices or agencies other than the county commissioner's 

33 office are not required to be open for voter registration 
34 purposes at times other than their usual office hours. 

35 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 48A.l0 REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 
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1 If a registered voter moves to a different county, the 

2 person shall submit a completed voter registration form to the 

3 commissioner in order to be qualified to vote in that county. 

4 An otherwise eligible elector whose right to vote has been 

5 restored pursuant to chapter 914 or who has been found not to 

6 be mentally incompetent may register to vote. 

7 SUBCHAPTER III 
8 FORMS AND PROCEDURES FOR VOTER REGISTRATION 
9 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 48A.ll VOTER REGISTRATION FORM. 

10 1. Each voter registration form shall provide space for 

11 the registrant to provide the following information: 

12 a. The county where the registrant resides. 

13 b. The registrant's name. 

14 c. The address at which the registrant resides and claims 

15 as the registrant's residence for voting purposes. 

16 d. The registrant's mailing address if it is different 

17 from the residence address. 

18 e. Social security number of the registrant (optional to 

19 provide). 

20 f. Date of birth. 

21 g. Sex. 

22 h. Residential telephone number (optional to provide). 

23 i. Political party registration. 
24 J· The name and address appearing on the registrant's 

25 previous voter registration. 
26 k. A space for a rural resident to provide township and 

27 section number, and such additional information as may be 

28 necessary to describe the location of the rural resident's 

29 home. 

30 1. A space for a registrant who is homeless or who has no 

31 established residence to provide such information as may be 
32 necessary to describe a place to which the person often 

33 returns. 
34 m. A statement that lists each eligibility requirement, 

35 contains an attestation that the registrant meets all of the 
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1 requirements, and requires the signature of the registrant 

2 under penalty of perjury. 

3 n. A space for the registrant's signature and the date 
4 signed. 

5 2. The voter registration form shall include, in print 
6 that is identical to the attestation portion of the form, the 

7 following: 

8 a. Each voter eligibility requirement. 

9 b. The penalty provided by law for submission of a false 

10 voter registration form, which shall be the penalty for 

11 perjury as provided by section 902.9, subsection 4. 

12 3. Voter registration forms used by voter registration 

13 agencies under section 48A.19 shall include the following 
14 statements: 

15 a. If a person declines to register to vote, the fact that 
16 the person has declined to register will remain confidential 

17 and will be used only for voter registration purposes. 

18 b. If a person does register to vote, the office at which 

19 the registrant submits a voter registration form will remain 

20 confidential and will be used only for voter registration 

21 purposes. 

22 4. Voter registration forms may be on paper or electronic 
23 media. 

24 5. All forms for voter registration shall be prescribed by 

25 rule adopted by the state voter registration commission. 

26 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 48A.l2 FEDERAL MAIL VOTER 

27 REGISTRATION FORM. 

28 The mail voter registration form prescribed by the federal 

29 election commission shall be accepted for voter registration 

30 in Iowa if all required information is provided, if it is 

31 signed by the registrant, and if the form is timely received. 
32 The state commissioner of elections shall make the federal 

33 mail voter registration forms available for distribution to 

34 governmental and private entities, with particular emphasis on 

35 making them available to organized voter registration entities 
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1 and programs. 

2 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 48A.13 ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES ON 

3 VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS. 
4 Electronic signatures shall be accepted. However, before 

5 the use of electronic signatures is accepted on voter 
6 registration forms, the state voter registration commission 

7 shall prescribe by rule the technological requirements for 
8 guaranteeing the security and integrity of electronic 
9 signatures. 

10 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 48A.l4 CHALLENGES OF VOTER 

11 REGISTRATIONS. 
12 1. The registration of a registered voter may be 

13 challenged by another registered voter of the same county 

14 subject to the conditions and limitations of this section. A 

15 challenge shall be a statement in writing to the commissioner 
16 alleging one or more of the following reasons the challenged 
17 registrant's registration should not have been accepted or 
18 should be canceled: 

19 a. The challenged registrant is not a citizen of the 
20 United States. 

21 b. The challenged registrant is less than seventeen and 

22 one-half years of age. 

23 c. The challenged registrant is not a resident at the 

24 address where the registrant is registered. 
25 d. The challenged registrant has falsified information on 
26 the registrant's registration form. 
27 e. The challenged registrant has been convicted of a 
28 felony, and the registrant's voting rights have not been 

29 restored. 
30 f. The challenged registrant has been adjudged mentally 

31 incompetent by a court of law and no subsequent proceeding has 

32 reversed that finding. 

33 2. A challenge shall not contain allegations against more 

34 than one registered voter. 
35 3. A challenge shall contain a statement signed by the 
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l challenger in substantially the following form: "I swear or 

2 affirm that information contained on this challenge is true. 

3 I understand that knowingly filing a challenge containing 

4 false information is a serious misdemeanor." 

5 4. A challenge may be filed at any time. A challenge 

6 filed less than seventy days before a regularly scheduled 

7 election shall n6t be processed until after the pending 
8 election unless the challenge is filed within twenty days of 

9 the commissioner's receipt of the challenged registrant's 

10 registration form or notice of change to an existing 

11 registration. 

12 5. A challenger may withdraw a challenge at any time 

13 before the hearing held pursuant to section 48A.8 by notifying 

14 the commissioner in writing of the withdrawal. 

15 Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 48A.l5 COMMISSIONER'S ACTION UPON 

16 RECEIPT OF CHALLENGE OR WITHDRAWAL. 

17 l. A challenge is valid if it meets the criteria in 

18 section 48A.l4, subsections 1, 2, and 3. 

19 2. gpon receipt of a challenge which is not valid, the 

20 commissioner shall notify the challenger of the reason the 

21 challenge is not valid, and shall take no further action 

22 regarding the challenge. 

23 3. Upon receipt of a valid challenge, the commissioner 
24 shall, within five working days, notify the challenged 

25 registrant and the challenger of the date, time, and place of 
26 a hearing on the matter of the challenge, to be held not less 

27 than twenty nor more than thirty days from the commissioner's 

28 receipt of the challenge. The notice of a hearing shall 

29 include a copy of the challenge, and shall advise the 

30 challenged registrant that the registrant may personally 

31 appear at the hearing, or may submit to the commissioner 

32 before the hearing evidence, documentation, or statements 

33 refuting the challenge. 
34 4. The notice prescribed by subsection 3 shall be sent by 

35 first class forwardable mail to the challenged registrant at 
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1 the registrant's most recent mailing address according to the 
2 registration records. 

3 5. If the challenge is withdrawn, the commissioner shall 
4 immediately notify the challenged registrant of the 

5 withdrawal, and shall cancel the scheduled hearing. 
6 6. If the challenged registrant notifies the commissioner 

7 that the challenged registrant wishes to appear in person but 

8 is unable to do so on the date scheduled, the commissioner may 

9 reschedule the hearing. 
10 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 48A.l6 HEARING ON CHALLENGE. 
11 1. At the time and place fixed for the hearing, the 
12 commissioner shall accept evidence on the challenge from the 

13 challenger and the challenged registrant, or from any person 
14 appearing on behalf of either, and review any documents or 

15 statements pertaining to the challenge received before the 
16 hearing. On the basis of the evidence submitted, the 

17 commissioner shall either reject the challenge or cancel the 
18 registration of the challenged registrant. Either the 

19 challenged registrant or the challenger may appeal the 
20 commissioner's decision to the district court in the 

21 commissioner's county, and the decision of the court shall be 
22 final. 

23 2. If a challenged registrant does not personally appear 
24 at the hearing and the challenged registrant's registration is 

25 canceled, the commissioner shall immediately notify the 
26 challenged registrant of the cancellation by first class 

27 forwardable mail sent to the challenged registrant's most 
28 recent mailing address according to the registration records. 

29 SUBCHAPTER IV 

30 PLACES TO REGISTER 

31 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 48A.l7 REGISTRATION AT 

32 COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. 

33 A person who meets the qualifications to vote may appear in 

34 person at the office of the county commissioner of 

35 registration and apply to register to vote. 
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1 Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 48A.l8 VOTER REGISTRATION AT MOTOR 

2 VEHICLE DRIVERS' LICENSE STATIONS. 

3 1. Each state motor vehicle driver's license application, 
4 including any renewal application or application for a 

5 nonoperator's identification card, suomitted to the driver 
6 services division of the state department of transportation 

7 shall serve as an application for voter registration unless 
8 the applicant declines to register to vote. A completed voter 

9 registration form submitted to the driver services division of 
10 the state department of transportation shall be considered to 

11 update any previous voter registration by the registrant. 
12 2. A change of address form submitted to the driver 

13 services division of the state department of transportation 

14 shall serve as a change of address for voter registration 

15 purposes unless the registrant states on the form that the 

16 change of address is not for voter registration purposes. 

17 3. Information 
18 a driver's license 

relating to the refusal of an applicant for 
to apply to register to vote shall not be 

19 used for any purpose other than voter registration. 
20 4. Forms and procedures used by the driver services 

21 division for voter registration and a schedule for 

22 transmission of voter registration forms from the division to 

23 the county commissioner of registration shall be prescribed by 
24 the state voter registration commission by rule. 

25 Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 48A.l9 VOTER REGISTRATION 

26 AGENCIES. 

27 1. The following state agencies are responsible for voter 
28 registration: 

29 a. All state offices that have direct client contact and 

30 provide 

31 limited 

32 (1) 

applications for puolic assistance, including but 

to offices administering the following programs: 

Food stamps. 

33 (2) Medical assistance under chapter 249A. 

34 (3) Iowa family investment program. 

not 

35 (4) Special supplemental food program for women, infants, 
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1 and children. 

2 b. All offices that provide state funded programs 

3 primarily engaged in providing services to persons with 
4 disabilities, including but not limited to all of the 
5 following: 

6 (1) Department for the blind. 

7 (2) Division of vocational rehabilitation services of the 
8 department of education. 

9 ( 3) Deaf services division of the department of human 
10 rights. 

11 ( 4) Division of persons with disabilities of the 
12 department of human rights. 

13 ( 5) Other state-funded offices which shall be identified 
14 by the secretary of state by rule. 

15 An agency designated a voter regi'stration agency under this 

16 paragraph which provides services to persons with disabilities 

17 in their homes shall provide voter registration services at 

18 the clients' homes. 

19 c. Other federal and state agencies designated to provide 

20 voter registration services include, but are not limited to, 

21 the following: 
22 (1) United States armed forces recruiting offices. 

23 (2) Other agencies or offices designated voter 
24 registration agencies by the secretary of state by rule. 

25 2. The voter registration agency shall provide voter 

26 registration services with each application for services or 

27 assistance and with each recertification, renewal, or change 

28 of address form completed relating to the agency's services. 

29 The secretary of state shall adopt administrative rules in 
30 cooperation with voter registration agencies to carry out the 

31 requirements of this section. 
32 3. The voter registration agency shall provide a form to 

33 applicants that includes all of the following: 

34 a. The question, "If you are not registered to vote where 

35 you live now, would you like to apply to register to vote here 
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1 today?" 

2 b. If the agency provides public assistance, the 

3 statement, "Applying to register or declining to register to 
4 vote will not affect the amount of assistance that you will be 

5 provided by this agency." 

6 c. Boxes for the applicant to check and choices in 

7 substantially the following form: 

8 " I want to register to vote. 

9 I do not want to register to vote." 

10 The following statement shall be printed near the choices 

11 and shall be printed in large, readable type: 
12 "If you do not check either box, you will be considered to 

13 have decided not to register to vote at this time." 
14 d. The statement, "If you would like help in filling out 

15 the voter registration form, we will help you. The decision 

16 whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out the 

17 application form in private." 

18 However, in those voter registration agencies where 

19 electronic forms are used, the following statement shall be 
20 used: "If you want to fill out the form in private, a 

21 separate paper form for voter registration will be provided." 
22 e. The statement, "If you believe that someone has 

23 interfered with your right to register or to decline to 
24 register to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether to 

25 register or in applying to register to vote, or your right to 

26 choose your own political party or other political preference, 

27 you may file a complaint with the state voter registration 

28 commission". The name, address, and telephone number of the 

29 voter registration commission shall complete the statement. 
30 The voter registration agency may distribute the voter 

31 registration form either on paper or by electronic medium. 

32 4. The voter registration agency shall provide each 

33 applicant who chooses to register to vote the same degree of 

34 assistance in completing the registration form as is provided 

35 by the office for the completion of its own forms unless the 
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1 applicant refuses such assistance. 

2 5. Completed voter registration 

3 transmitted as provided in section 

4 Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 48A.20 

5 REGISTRATION AGENCY EMPLOYEES. 

application forms shall be 

48A.2l. 

PROHIBITED ACTS BY VOTER 

6 A person who provides voter registration services as 

7 required by this subchapter shall not: 
8 1. Seek to influence an applicant's political preference 

9 or party registration. 

10 2. Display a political preference or party affiliation. 

11 3. Make any statement to an applicant or take any action 

12 which has the purpose or effect of discouraging the applicant 

13 from registering to vote. 
14 4. Make any statement to an applicant or take any action 

15 which has the purpose or effect of leading the applicant to 

16 believe that a decision to register or not to register to vote 

17 has any bearing on the availability of services or benefits. 

18 Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 48A.21 TRANSMISSION OF FORMS FROM 

19 AGENCIES AND DRIVERS' LICENSE STATIONS. 

20 The state registrar of voters shall adopt administrative 

21 rules regulating the transmission of completed voter 

22 registration forms from voter registration agencies and from 

23 drivers' license stations. All completed voter registration 

24 applications in the possession of a voter registration agency 

25 or a drivers' license station at five p.m. on the last work 

26 day of each week shall be transmitted to the location 

27 designated by the state registrar of voters by rule. 

28 Procedures or requirements for more frequent transmissions may 

29 be specified by rule. 
30 Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. 48A.22 VOTER REGISTRATION BY 

31 VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS. 
32 The secretary of state shall encourage volunteer 

33 organizations to undertake voter registration drives by 

34 providing mail registration forms at the cost of production. 

35 Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 48A.23 REGISTRATION AT EDUCATIONAL 
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1 INSTITUTIONS. 

2 1. At least twice during each school year, the board of 

3 directors of each school district operating a high school and 
4 the authorities in charge of each accredited nonpublic school 

5 shall offer the opportunity to register to vote to each 
6 student who is at least seventeen and one-half years of age. 

7 2. All posts~condary schools, including but not limited 
8 to, colleges, universities, and trade and technical schools 

9 which receive state funding shall offer the opportunity to 

10 register to vote to each student at least once each year. 

11 Students shall be provided with the federal voter registration 

12 form or the Iowa voter registration form, as applicable. 

13 Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 48A.24 VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS IN 

14 INCOME TAX RETURNS AND BOOKLETS. 

15 For odd-numbered tax years, the director of revenue and 

16 finance shall insert securely in each individual income tax 

17 return form or instruction booklet two voter registration 

18 forms, designed according to rules adopted by the state voter 

19 registration commission. 

20 Sec.· 25. NEW SECTION. 48A.25 COMPENSATION FOR ASSISTANCE 

21 IN COMPLETING REGISTRATION FORMS. 

22 A person may pay, offer to pay, or accept compensation for 

23 assisting others in completing voter registration forms or 
24 applications only if the compensation is based solely on the 

25 time spent providing the assistance. Paying, offering to pay, 

26 or receiving compensation based on the number of applications 

27 completed, or the party affiliations shown on completed 

28 applications, or on any other performance criteria, is a 

29 serious misdemeanor. 

30 This section shall not apply to state and political 

31 subdivision employees who are required to offer assistance to 
32 clients as a part of their regular job duties, and who shall 

33 not be granted additional compensation for voter registration 

34 activities. A person assisting another in completing a voter 

35 registration form shall not complete any portion of the form 
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4 Sec. 26. 

5 REGISTRATION 

S.F. H. F. 

knowledge or consent of the registrant. 

SUBCHAPTER V 

PROCESSING VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS 

NEW SECTION. 48A.26 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 

FORM. 

6 l. Within seven working days of receipt of a voter 

7 registration form or change of information in a voter 

8 registration record the commissioner shall send an 

9 acknowledgement to the registrant at the mailing address shown 

10 on the registration form. The acknowledgement shall be sent 

ll by first class nonforwardable mail. 
12 2. If the registration form appears on its face to be 

13 complete and proper, the acknowledgement shall state that the 

14 registrant is now a registered voter of the county. The 

15 acknowledgement shall also specify the name of the precinct 

16 and the· usual polling place for the precinct in which the 

17 person is now registered. The acknowledgement may include the 

18 political party affiliation most recently recorded by the 

19 registrant. 

20 3. If the registration form is missing required 

21 information, the acknowledgement shall advise the applicant 

22 what additional information is required. The commissioner 

23 shall enclose a new registration by mail form for the 

24 applicant to use. If the registration form has no address, 

25 the commissioner shall make a reasonable effort to determine 
26 

27 

where the acknowledgement should 

4. If the acknowledgement is 

be sent. 

returned as undeliverable by 

28 the United States postal service, the commissioner shall 

29 follow the procedure described in section 48A.27, subsection 
30 l. 

31 5. If a registrant has not supplied enough information on 

32 a registration form for the commissioner to determine the 

33 correct precinct and other districts, the commissioner shall 

34 obtain the information as quickly as possible either from the 

35 registrant or other sources available to the commissioner. 
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1 6. An improperly addressed or delivered registration form 

2 shall be forwarded to the appropriate county commissioner of 

3 registration within two working days after it is received by 

4 any other official. The date of registration shall be the 

5 date the registration form was received by the first official. 
6 If the registration form was postmarked fifteen or more days 

7 before an election and the registration form was received by 

8 the first official after the close of registration, the 

9 registration form shall be considered on time for the 

10 election. 

11 7. When a person who is at least seventeen and one-half 

12 years of age but less than eighteen years of age registers to 

13 vote, the commissioner shall maintain a record of the 

14 registration so as to clearly indicate that it will not take 

15 effect until the registrant's eighteenth birthday and that the 

16 person is registered and qualifies to vote at any election 

17 held on or after that date. 

18 Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 48A.27 CHANGES TO VOTER 

19 REGISTRATION RECORDS. 

20 1. Any voter registration form received by any voter 

21 registration agency, drivers' license station, or the 

22 commissioner shall be considered as updating the registrant's 

23 previous registration. 
24 2. a. A person who is registered to vote may request 

25 changes in the voter's registration record at any time by 

26 submitting one of the following, as applicable: 

27 (l) A written notice to the county commissioner. 

28 (2) A completed Iowa or federal mail registration form to 

29 the county commissioner. 

30 (3) On election day, a registration form to the precinct 

31 election officials at the precinct of the voter's current 

32 residence. 

33 (4) A change of address notice to the driver services 

34 division of the state department of transportation. 

35 (5) A change of address notice for voter registration 

-17-



S.F. H.F. 

1 submitted to any voter registration agency. 

2 b. If a change of name, telephone number, or address is 

3 submitted under this subsection, the commissioner shall not 

4 change the party affiliation in the elector's prior 

5 registration other than that indicated by the elector. 

6 3. The commissioner shall make the necessary changes in 

7 the registration records without any action by the registrant 
8 when any of the following events occur: 

9 a. Annexation of territory by a city. When an existing 
10 city annexes territory, the city clerk shall furnish the 

11 commissioner a detailed map of the annexed territory. The 

12 commissioner shall change the registration of persons residing 

13 in that territory to reflect the annexation and the city 

14 precinct to which each of those persons is assigned. If the 

15 commissioner cannot determine the names and addresses of the 

16 persons affected by the annexation, the commissioner shall 

17 send each person who may be involved a letter informing the 
18 person that the person's registration may be in error, and 

19 requesting that each person provide the commissioner with the 

20 information necessary to correct the registration records. 

21 b. Change of official street name or house or building 

22 number by a city or county. When the city or county changes 

23 the name of a street or the number of a house or other 

24 building in which a person resides, the city clerk or county 

25 board of supervisors shall inform the commissioner of the 
26 change, and the commissioner shall change the registration of 

27 each person affected. 
28 c. Incorporation or discontinuance of a city. When a new 

29 city is incorporated or an existing city is discontinued, the 

30 city clerk shall notify the commissioner. The commissioner 

31 shall change the registration of each person affected. 

32 d. Change of rural route designation of the residence of 

33 the registered voter. The commissioner shall request each 

34 postmaster in the county to inform the commissioner of each 

35 change in rural route designation and the names of the persons 
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1 affected, and the commissioner shall change the registration 

2 of each person as appropriate. 

3 4. a. A commissioner, either independently or in 

4 cooperation with the state registrar of voters, and in 

5 accordance with rules of the state voter registration 
6 commission, may enter into an agreement with a licensed vendor 

7 of the United States postal service participating in the 
8 national change of address program to identify registered 

9 voters of the county who may have moved either within or 

10 outside the county. 

11 b. If the information provided by the vendor indicates 

12 that a registered voter has moved to another address within 

13 the county, the commissioner shall change the registration 

14 records to show the new residence address, and shall also mail 

15 a notice of that action to both the former and new addresses. 

16 The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, and 

17 shall include a postage prepaid preaddressed return form by 

18 which the registered voter may verify or correct the address 

19 information. 

20 c. If the information provided by the vendor indicates 

21 that a registered voter has moved to an address outside the 

22 county, the commissioner shall make the registration record 

23 inactive, and shall mail a notice to the registered voter at 

24 both the former and new addresses. The notice shall be sent 

25 by forwardable first class mail, and shall include a postage 
26 paid preaddressed return form on which the registered voter 

27 may state the registered voter's current address. The notice 

28 shall contain a statement in substantially the following form:· 

29 "Information received from the United States postal service 

30 indicates that you are no longer a resident of, and therefore 

31 not eligible to vote in (name of county} County, Iowa. If 

32 this information is not correct, and you still live in (name 

33 of county) County, please complete and mail the attached 

34 postage paid card at least ten days before the primary or 

35 general election and at least eleven days before any other 
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1 election at which you wish to vote. If the information is 
2 correct and you have moved, please contact a local official in 

3 your new area for assistance in registering there. 
4 If you do not mail in the card, you may be required to show 

S identification proving your residence in (name of county) 

6 County before being allowed to vote in (name of county) 

7 County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in 

8 an election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before 

9 (date of second general election following the date of the 
10 notice) your name will be removed from the list of voters in 

11 that county. To ensure you receive this notice, it is being 
12 sent to both your most recent registration address and to your 

13 new address as reported by the postal service." 

14 d. If the information provided by the vendor indicates the 

15 registered voter has moved to another county within the state, 

16 the commissioner of the county in which the registered voter 

17 formerly resided shall notify the person that registration in 

18 the county of the person's current residence is required, and 

19 shall provide a mail registration form for the person to use. 

20 e. If a registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to 

21 this subsection and confirms that the registered voter has 

22 moved to a new residence outside the county, the commissioner 

23 shall cancel the registration of the voter. 
24 f. If a registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to 

25 this subsection and states that the registered voter's 

26 residence address has not changed for the purpose of voter 

27 registration, the commissioner shall reinstate the record to 

28 active status, making any other changes directed by the 

29 registrant in the notice. 
30 5. The commissioner shall keep a record of the names and 

31 addresses of the registered voters to whom notices under this 

32 section are sent and the date of the notice. When the return 

33 card from a notice is received by the commissioner, the 

34 commissioner shall record the date it was received and whether 

35 the registrant had moved within the county, moved to an 
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1 address outside the county, or had 

2 Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 48A.28 

3 PROGRAM. 

not changed residence. 
SYSTEMATIC CONFIRMATION 

4 1. Each commissioner shall conduct a systematic program 

5 that makes a reasonable effort to remove from the official 

6 list of registered voters the names of registered voters who 

7 have changed residence from their registration addresses. 
8 Either or both of the methods described in this section may be 

9 used. 
10 2. A commissioner may participate in the United States 

ll postal service national change of address program, as provided 

12 in section 48A.27. The state voter registration commission 

13 shall adopt rules establishing specific requirements for 

14 participation and use of the national change of address 

15 program. 

16 A commissioner participating in the national change of 

17 address program, in the first quarter of each calendar year, 

18 shall send a notice and preaddressed, postage paid return card 

19 by first class forwardable mail to each registered voter whose 

20 name was not reported by the national change of address 

21 program and who has not voted, registered again, or reported a 

22 change to an existing registration during the preceding four 

23 calendar years. The form and language of the notice and 

24 return card shall be specified by the state voter registration 

25 commission by rule. A registered voter shall not be sent a 
26 notice and return card under this section more frequently than 

27 once in a four-year period. 

28 3. For a commissioner who is not participating in the 

29 national change of address program, in February of each year 

30 the commissioner shall mail a confirmation notice to each 

31 registered voter in the county. The notice shall be sent by 

32 first class forwardable mail. The notice shall include a 

33 preaddressed, postage paid return card for the use of the 

34 registered voter or the recipient of the notice. The card 

35 shall contain boxes for the recipient to check to indicate one 
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1 of the following: 

2 a. That the recipient is the registered voter named on the 

3 card, and is still a resident at the address listed. 
4 b. That the recipient is the registered voter named on the 
5 card, but is no longer a resident of the address listed. 
6 c. That the recipient is not the registered voter named on 

7 the card, and the registered voter named on the card is not a 
8 resident of the address listed. 

9 The form and language of the notice and return card shall 
10 be specified by the state voter registration commission by 
ll rule. 

12 Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 48A.29 PROCEDURE UPON RETURN OF 
13 CONFIRMATION CARD. 
14 1. If a confirmation notice sent pursuant to section 

15 48A.28 is returned as undeliverable by the United States 

16 postal .service, the commissioner shall make the registration 

17 record inactive and shall mail a notice to the registered 

18 voter at the registered voter's most recent mailing address, 

19 as shown by the registration records. 
20 The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, 

21 and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return form on 
22 which the registered voter may state the registered voter's 

23 current address. 
24 substantially the 

The notice shall 
following form: 

contain a statement in 
"Information received from 

25 the United States postal service indicates that you are no 
26 longer a resident of (residence address) in (name of county) 

27 County, Iowa. If this information is not correct, and you 
28 still live in (name of county) County, please complete and 

29 mail the attached postage paid card at least ten days before 
30 the primary or general election and at least eleven days 

31 before any other election at which you wish to vote. If the 
32 information is correct, and you have changed residence, please 

33 contact a local official in your new area for assistance in 

34 registering there. If you do not mail in the card, you may be 

35 required to show identification proving your residence in 
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1 (name of county) County before being allowed to vote in (name 
2 of county) County. If you do not return the card, and you do 

3 not vote in some elect~on in (name of county) County, Iowa on 
4 or before (date of second general election following the date 

5 of the notice) your name will be removed from the list of 
6 voters in that county." 

7 2. When a detachable return card originally attached to a 

8 confirmation notice is returned indicating that the registered 

9 voter is still a resident of the address shown on the 
10 registration records, the commissioner shall make a record of 

11 the date the card was received. 

12 3. When a detachable return card originally attached to a 

13 confirmation notice is returned by anyone other than the 

14 registered voter indicating that the registered voter is no 

15 longer a resident of the registration address, the 

16 commissioner shall make the registration record inactive, and 

17 shall mail a notice to the registered voter at the registered 

18 voter's most recent mailing address, as shown by the 

19 registration records. 

20 The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, 

21 and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return card on 

22 which the registered voter may state the registered voter's 

23 current address. The notice shall contain a statement in 

24 substantially the following form: "Information received by 

25 this office indicates that you are no longer a resident of 

26 (residence address) in (name of county) county, Iowa. If the 

27 information is not correct, and you still live at that 
28 address, please complete and mail the attached postage paid 

29 card at least ten days before an election at which you wish to 
30 vote. If the information is correct, and you have moved 

31 within the county, you may update your registration by listing 

32 your new address on the card and mailing it back. If you have 

33 moved outside the county, please contact a local official in 

34 your new area for assistance in registering there. If you do 

35 not mail in the card, you may be required to show 
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1 identification proving your residence in (name of county) 

2 County before being allowed to vote in (name of county) 

3 County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in 
4 some election in (name of county) County, Iowa on or before 

5 (date of second general election following the date of the 
6 notice) your name will be removed from the list of registered 
7 voters in that county.• 

8 Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 48A.30 CANCELLATION OF VOTER 

9 REGISTRATION. 

10 1. The voter registration of a registered voter shall be 

11 canceled if any of the following occurs: 
12 a. The registered voter dies. For the purposes of this 

13 subsection, the commissioner may accept as evidence of death a 
14 notice from the state registrar of vital statistics forwarded 

15 by the state registrar of voters, a written statement from a 
16 member of the registered voter's household, an obituary in a 
17 newspaper, a written statement from an election official, or a 
18 notice from the clerk of the district court in the county 

19 where the registered voter died. 
20 b. The registered voter registers to vote in another 

21 jurisdiction, and the commissioner receives notice of the 
22 registration from the registration official in the other 

23 jurisdiction. 
24 c. The registered voter requests the cancellation in 

25 writing. 
26 For the purposes of this subsection, a confirmation by the 

27 registered voter that the registered voter is no longer a 
28 resident of the county constitutes a request for cancellation. 

29 d. The clerk of the district court or the state registrar 
30 sends notice of the registered voter's conviction of a felony 

31 as defined in section 701.7, or conviction of an offense 
32 classified as a felony under federal law. 

33 e. The clerk of the district court or the state registrar 
34 sends notice that the registered voter has been declared 

35 mentally incompetent under state law. 
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1 f. The registered voter's registration record has been 

2 inactive pursuant to section 48A.28 for two successive general 

3 elections. 

4 2. When a registration is canceled pursuant to subsection 

5 l, paragraph "d", "e", or "f", the commissioner shall send a 
6 notice of the cancellation to the registered voter. 

7 Sec. 31. NEW SECTION. 48A.31 DECEASED PERSONS RECORD. 

8 The state registrar of vital statistics shall transmit or 

9 cause to be transmitted to the state registrar of voters, once 

10 each calendar quarter, a certified list of all persons 

11 seventeen and one-half years of age and older in the state 

12 whose deaths have been reported to the records and statistics 

13 division of the Iowa department of public health since the 
14 previous list of decedents was certified to the state 

15 registrar of voters. The list shall be submitted according to 

16 the specifications of the state registrar of voters, who shall 

17 determine whether each listed decedent was registered to vote 

18 in this state. If the decedent was registered in a county 

19 which uses its own data processing facilities for voter 

20 registration recordkeeping, the registrar shall notify the 

21 co~~issioner in that county who shall cancel the decedent's 

22 registration. If the decedent was registered in a county for 

23 which voter registration recordkeeping is performed under 
24 contract by the registrar, the registrar shall immediately 

25 cancel the registration and notify the commissioner of the 

26 county in which the decedent was registered to vote of the 

27 cancellation. 

28 Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 48A.32 DESTRUCTION OR REMOVAL OF 

29 CANCELED VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS. 

30 Twenty-two months after the next general election following 

31 the cancellation of a person's voter registration, the 

32 commissioner may destroy all records of that person's 

33 registration. At the discretion of the commissioner, canceled 
34 records may be donated to an historical society if all 

35 confidential information has been removed from the records. 
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1 Sec. 33. NEW SECTION. 48A.33 DECLINATION OF REGISTRATION 
2 OPPORTUNITY. 

3 When a client or applicant of a voter registration agency 

4 declines to register to vote, the record of the declination 

5 shall be kept for twenty-two months after the next general 

6 election. 

7 SUBCHAPTER VI 
8 RETENTION AND STORAGE OF VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS 

9 Sec. 34. NEW SECTION. 48A.34 CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN 
10 RECORDS. 

ll Voter registration records are available for public 

12 inspection at reasonable times at the office of the county 

13 commissioner. The commissioner and any voter registration 

14 agency which has custody of voter registration records shall 

15 take the necessary steps to ensure that the name of the agency 

16 at which the voter registration form was submitted remains 

17 confidential. 
18 Sec. 35. NEW SECTION. 48A.35 VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS 

19 UNDER CONTROL OF THE COMMISSIONER. 
20 The county commissioner of elections shall be responsible 

21 for the maintenance and storage of all paper and electronic 

22 voter registration records in the commissioner's custody. 

23 Original registration records shall not be removed from the 

24 commissioner's office or from any other designated permanent 

25 storage location except upon request of a county commissioner 
26 or a court order, or as provided by section 48A.31. The state 

27 registrar of voters and the state voter registration 
28 commission shall adopt administrative rules to implement this 

29 section. 
30 Sec. 36. NEW SECTION. 48A.36 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 

31 RECORD RETENTION IN VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES. 

32 l. Voter registration agencies and the driver services 

33 division of the state department of transportation may 

34 electronically transmit registration data to the state 

35 registrar of voters, who shall distribute the information, 
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l either electronically or otherwise, to the appropriate 

2 commissioner in accordance with rules of the state voter 

3 registration commission and the state registrar of voters. 

4 The state agency originating the registration data shall 

5 permanently retain an electronic copy of the form completed by 
6 the registrant, including the registrant's signature, and 

7 shall develop procedures for the retrieval and printing of 
8 that electronic document. A printed copy of an electronic 

9 registration document shall be made only upon the agency's 

10 receipt of a court order. 

11 2. Upon receipt of electronic registration data under 

12 subsection 1, the state registrar of voters may cause the 

13 updating of registration records for registrants in counties 

14 which have arranged for data processing services under section 

15 47.7, subsection 2. The registrar shall notify the 
16 commissioner of the actions taken. 

17 Sec. 37. NEW SECTION. 48A.37 ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 
18 RECORDS. 

19 1. Voter registration records shall be maintained in an 

20 electronic medium. A history of local election participation 

21 shall be maintained as part of the electronic record for at 

22 least two general, primary, school, and city elections. 

23 Absentee voting shall be recorded for the previous two general 

24 and primary elections. After each election, the county 

25 commissioner shall update telephone numbers provided by 

26 registered voters pursuant to section 49.77. 

27 2. Electronic records shall include a status code 
28 designating whether the records are active or inactive. 

29 Inactive records are records of registered voters to whom 

30 notices have been sent pursuant to section 48A.28, subsection 

31 3, and who have not returned the card or otherwise responded 

32 to the notice, and these records have been designated inactive 

33 pursuant to section 48A.29. All other records are active 

34 records. An inactive record shall be made active when the 

35 registered voter votes at an election, registers again, or 
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1 reports a change of name, address, telephone number, or 
2 political party affiliation. 

3 Sec. 38. NEW SECTION. 48A.38 LISTS OF VOTERS. 
4 1. Any person may request of the registrar and shall 

5 receive, upon payment of the cost of preparation, a list of 

6 registered voters and other data on registration and par-

7 ticipation in elections, in accordance with the following 
8 requirements and limitations: 

9 a. The registrar shall prepare each list requested within 
10 fourteen days of receipt of the request, except that the 
11 registrar shall not be required to prepare any list within 
12 seven days of the close of registration for any regularly 

13 scheduled election if the preparation of the list would impede 

14 the preparation of election registers for that election. 
15 b. Each list shall be as current as possible, but shall in 

16 all cas~s reflect voter activity reported to any commissioner 

17 twenty-eight or more days before preparation of the list. 
18 c. Each list shall be in the order and form specified by 

19 the list purchaser, and shall contain the registration data 
20 specified by the list purchaser, provided compliance with the 

21 request is within the capability of the record maintenance 

22 system used by the registrar. 

23 d. Lists prepared shall not include inactive records 
24 unless specifically requested by the requester. 

25 e. The registrar shall prepare updates to lists at least 
26 biweekly, and after the close of registration for a regularly 

27 scheduled election, but before the election, if requested to 

28 do so at the time a list is purchased. All updates shall be 

29 made available to all requesters at the same time, and shall 
30 be in the order and form specified by 

31 2. The registrar shall maintain a 

each requester. 

log of the name, 

32 address, and telephone number of every person who receives a 

33 list under this section, and of every person who reviews 

34 registration records in the office of the registrar. 

35 Commissioners of registration shall maintain a similar log in 
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1 their offices of those who receive a list from the 

2 commissioner or who review registration records in the 

3 commissioner's office. Logs maintained under this subsection 

4 are public records, and shall be available for public 

5 inspection at reasonable times. 

6 Sec. 39. NEW SECTION. 48A.39 USE OF REGISTRATION 

7 INFORMATION. 

8 Information about individual registrants obtained from 

9 voter registration records shall be used only to request the 
10 registrant's vote at an election, or for another genuine 

11 political purpose, or for a bona fide official purpose by an 

12 elected official, or for bona fide political research, but 

13 shall not be used for any commercial purposes. A person who 

14 uses registration information in violation of this section 

15 commits a serious misdemeanor. 

16 Sec. 40. NEW SECTION. 48A.40 REPORTS. 

17 At least once each month and at other times deemed 
18 appropriate, the county commissioner of registration shall 

19 report to the state registrar the number of persons registered 

20 in each county. The report shall include the registration 

21 totals for each political party and the number of persons not 
22 registered with a political party. 

23 Sec. 41. NEW SECTION. 48A.4l CRIMINAL PENALTIES. 

24 1. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be 

25 guilty of a class •o• felony: 
26 a. Willfully registers to vote, knowing oneself not to be 

27 eligible. 

28 b. Willfully or knowingly provides false information for 
29 the purpose of registering to vote. 

30 c. Willfully or knowingly registers a fictitious person to 

31 vote, or attempts to do so. 

32 d. Forges another person's name to a voter registration 

33 form or other voter registration document. 

34 2. A person who commits any of the following acts shall be 

35 guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor: 
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1 a. Willfully or knowingly entices another to fraudulently 
2 register to vote. 

3 b. Conspires with another for the purpose of introducing 
4 information known to be false into voter registration records. 

5 c. Willfully or knowingly destroys registration records, 

6 or attempts to do so, without proper authorization. For the 

7 purpose of this paragraph, an electronic record which has not 

8 been replaced with a more recent version of the same record, 

9 is a registration record. 
10 d. Knowingly files a challenge under section 48A.l4 

11 containing false 

e. Knowingly 12 
information under section 48A.l4. 
and willfully intimidates, threatens, or 

13 coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any 

14 person for registering to vote or attempting to register to 

15 vote, or urging or aiding any person to register to vote or to 

16 attempt to register to vote. 

17 Sec. 42. Section 39.3, subsection 10, Code Supplement 

18 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

19 10. ue~alified-eleeto~u "Registered voter" means a person 

20 who is registered to vote pursuant to chapter 48 48A. 

21 Sec. 43. Section 39.3, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by 

22 adding the following new subsection: 

23 NEW SUBSECTION. 16. "Voter registration agency" means an 

24 agency designated to conduct voter registration under section 

25 48A.l9. Offices of the driver services division of the state 

26 department of transportation are not voter registration 

27 agencies. 

28 Sec. 44. Section 43.5, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 43.5 APPLICABLE STATUTES. 
31 The provisions of chapters 39, 47, 48 48A, 49, 50, 51, 52, 
32 53, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62 and 722 shall ~pply, so far as 

33 applicable, to all primary elections, except as hereinafter 

34 provided. 

35 Sec. 45. Section 47.1, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by 
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1 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered 
2 paragraph 2: 

3 The secretary of state is designated the chief state 

4 election official and is responsible for coordination of state 

5 responsibilities under the federal National Voter Registration 

6 Act of 1993. 

7 Sec. 46. Section 47.2, subsection 1, Code 1993, is amended 

8 to read as follows: 

9 1. The county auditor of each county is designated as the 

10 county commissioner of elections in each county. The county 

11 commissioner of elections shall conduct voter registration 

12 pursuant to chapter 48 48A and conduct all elections within 

13 the county. 

14 Sec. 47. Section 47.4, subsection 1, paragraph e, Code 

15 1993, 

16 e. 
is amended to read as follows: 

Every eligible elector shall be registered pursuant to 

17 the provisions of chapter 48 48A to qualify to vote in any 

18 election. 

19 Sec. 48. Section 47.7, subsection 4, Code 1993, ~s amended 

20 to read as follows: 

21 4. Not later than July l, 1984, information listed in 

22 section 48•6 48A.ll contained in a county's manual records but 

23 not on the county's computer readable records shall be 

24 provided to the registrar in a form specified by the 

25 registrar. The registrar shall require that any information 

26 supplied under section 48•6 48A.ll, except s~~seetions-9-and 

27 ~~ the signature and attestation of the registrant, be 

28 provided to the registrar in a form specified by the 

29 registrar. 

30 Sec. 49. Section 47.8, subsection 4, Code 1993, is amended 

31 to read as follows: 

32 4. The registration commission shall annually adopt a set 

33 of standard charges to be made for the services the registrar 

34 is required to offer to the several commissioners, and for 

35 furnishing of voter registration records which are requested 
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1 by persons other than the registrar, the state commissioner or 

2 any commissioner pursuant to section 48~5,-s~bsect±o~-~ 

3 48A.38. These charges shall be sufficient to reimburse the 

4 state for the actual cost of furnishing such services or 

5 information, and shall be specified by unit wherever possible. 
6 The standard charges shall be adopted by the commission by 

7 January 15 of each calendar year. 

8 Sec. SO. Section 49.28, Code 1993, is amended by striking 

9 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

10 49.28 COMMISSIONER TO FURNISH REGISTERS AND SUPPLIES. 

11 The commissioner shall prepare and furnish to each precinct 

12 an election register and all other books, forms, materials, 

13 equipment, and supplies necessary to conduct the election. 
14 After the registration deadline and before election day the 

15 commissioner shall prepare an election register for each 
16 precinct in which voting will occur on the day of the 

17 election. The precinct election register shall be a list of 

18 the names and addresses of all registered voters of the 

19 precinct. Inactive records listed in the election register 

20 shall be clearly identified with a special mark or symbol. 

21 When a precinct is divided by a district boundary, and 

22 some, but not all, registered voters of the precinct may vote 

23 on an issue or office from that district, the election 

24 register shall clearly indicate which of the registered voters 

25 are entitled to vote in the district. 
26 Sec. 51. Section 49.77, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 49.77 BALLOT FURNISHED TO VOTER. 

29 1. The board members of their respective precincts shall 

30 have charge of the ballots and furnish them to the voters. 

31 Any person desiring to vote shall sign a voter's declaration 

32 provided by the officials, in substantially the following 

33 form: 
34 VOTER'S DECLARATION Of ELIGIBILITY 

35 I do solemnly swear or affirm that I am a resident of the 
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1 ...•••.•..•. precinct, •••••••••• ward or township, city of 

2 .............• , county of ............ , Iowa. 

3 I am a q~e%~f~ed-e%eete~ registered voter. I have not voted 
4 and will not vote in any other precinct in said election. 

5 (For primary election only:) I am affiliated with the ...••. 

6 •••••••••••• party. 

7 I understand that 
8 is a criminal offense 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 Approved: 

any false statement in this declaration 

punishable as provided by law. 

............................... 
SIGNATURE OF VOTER 

............................... 
ADDRESS 

............................... 
TELEPHONE 

16 ....................... 
17 BOARD MEMBER 

18 2. One of the precinct election officials shall announce 

19 the eieeter~s voter's name aloud for the benefit of any 

20 persons present pursuant to section 49.104, subsection 2, 3 or 

21 5. Any of those persons may upon request view the signed 

22 declarations of eligibility and may review the signed 

23 declarations on file so long as the person does not interfere 
24 with the functions of the precinct election officials. 

25 3. A precinct election official shall require any person 
26 whose name does not appear on the election register as an 

27 active voter to show identification. Specific documents which 

28 are acceptable forms of identification shall be prescribed by 

29 the state commissioner. 

30 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. 

31 require of en-eiee~er 

A precinct election official may 

the voter ·unknown to the official, 
32 identification upon which the eiee~e~~s voter's signature or 

33 mark appears. If identification is established to the 
34 satisfaction of the precinct election officials, the person 

35 may then be allowed to vote. 
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1 4. A-~erson-whose-name-eees-no~-appear-on-~he-eiee~ion 

2 reg~s~er-of-~he-precinc~-~n-whieh-~ha~-~erson-eiaims-~he-r~gh~ 

3 ~o-ve~e-shaii-ne~-be-permi~~ed-~o-vo~e,-e~eep~-in-~he 

4 circumstanee-deseribee-in-seetion-48.~,-s~bseet~en-l, 

5 peregreph-~ba,-~niess-~he-eommiss~oner-informs-~he-preeine~ 

6 eiee~ion-effieieis-~ha~-an-error-hes-oee~rred-and-that-~he 

7 person-is-a-q~aiified-eiee~er-of-~he~-preeinct•--%£-~he 

8 eommiss~oner-finds-no-reeord-of-~he-person~s-regis~retien-b~~ 

9 the-person-insists-~het-~he-person-is-e-q~alified-eiee~or-of 

10 that-precinctr-the-pree~ne~-elee~ien-offieiels-shall-eilow-the 

11 person-to-ees~-e-bello~-in-the-manner-preser~bed-by-section 

12 49•81• A person whose name does not appear on the election 

13 register of the precinct in which that person claims the right 

14 to vote shall not be permitted to vote, unless the person 

15 affirms that the person is currently registered in the county 

16 and presents proof of identity, or the commissioner informs 

17 the precinct election officials that an error has occurred and 

18 that the person is a registered voter of that precinct. If 

19 the co~~issioner finds no record of the person's registration 

20 but the person insists that the person is a registered voter 

21 of that precinct, the precinct election officials shall allow 

22 the person to cast a ballot in the manner prescribed by 

23 section 49.81. 

24 5. The request for the telephone number in the declaration 

25 of eligibility in subsection 1 is not mandatory and the 
26 failure by the elector voter to provide the telephone number 

27 does not affect the declaration's validity. 

28 Sec. 52. Section 49.81, subsection 4, unnumbered paragraph 

29 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

30 The individual envelopes used for each paper ballot cast 

31 pursuant to subsection 1 shall have printed on them the format 

32 of the face of the registration form under section 48.3 48A.8 

33 and the following: 
34 Sec. 53. Section 50.19, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 1993, 

35 is amended to read as follows: 

-34-



S.F. -------- H.F. 

1 The commissioner 
2 the declarations of 

3 material pertaining 

may destroy precinct election registers, 

eligibility signed by voters, and other 

to any election in which federal offices 

4 are not on the ballot, except the tally lists, six months 

5 after the election if a contest is not pending. If a contest 
6 is pending all election materials shall be preserved until 

7 final determination of the contest. Before destroying the 

8 election registers and declarations of eligibility, the 

9 commissioner shall prepare records as necessary to permit 
10 compliance with section-48~3~,-s~bsection-l chapter 48A, 

ll subchapter V. Nomination papers for primary election 
12 candidates for state and county offices shall be destroyed ten 

13 days before the general election, if a 

14 Sec. 54. Section 50.22, unnumbered 

15 is amended to read as follows: 

contest is not pending. 

paragraph 2, Code 1993, 

16 The decision to count or reject each ballot shall be made 

17 upon the basis of the information given on the envelope 

18 containing the special ballot, the evidence concerning the 

19 challenge, the registration and the returned receipts of 

20 registration. If the challenged voter's registration was 

21 canceled in the same county where the person attempted to vote 

22 because first class mail other than the registration receipt 

23 mailed pursuant to section 48~3 48A.l0 was returned by the 

24 postal service during the four years preceding the election in 

25 progress, the person's ballot shall be accepted for counting 
26 and the elector's registration shall be reinstated. 

27 Sec. 55. Section 53.2, Code 1993, is amended to read as 
28 follows: 

29 53.2 APPLICATION FOR BALLOT. 

30 Any ~aali£iee-elector registered voter, under the 

31 circumstances specified in section 53.1, may on any day, 

32 except election day, and not more than seventy days prior to 

33 the date of the election, apply in person for an absentee 

34 ballot at the commissioner's office or at any location 

35 designated by the commissioner, or make written application to 
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1 the commissioner for an absentee ballot. The state 
2 commissioner shall prescribe a form for absentee ballot 

3 applications. However, if aft-e%ee~er a registered voter 
4 submits an application that includes all of the information 

5 required in this section, the prescribed form is not required. 

6 This section does not require that a written communication 

7 mailed to the commissioner's office to request an absentee 
8 ballot, or any other document be notarized as a prerequisite 

9 to receiving or marking an absentee ballot or returning to the 
10 commissioner an absentee ballot which has been voted. 

11 Each application shall contain the name and signature of 
12 the qcaiified-eiee~er registered voter, the address at which 

13 the eiee~er voter is qcaiified registered to vote, and the 
14 name or date of the election for which the absentee ballot is 

15 requested, and such other information as may be necessary to 
16 determine the correct absentee ballot for the qualified 

17 elector. If insufficient information has been provided, the 
18 commissioner shall, by the best means available, obtain the 

19 additional necessary information. 
20 If the application is for a primary election ballot and the 

21 request is for a ballot of a party different from that 
22 recorded on the qcaiified-eiee~er~s registered voter's voter 

23 registration record, the requested ballot shall be mailed or 
24 given to the applicant together with a "Change or Declaration 

25 of Party Affiliation" form as prescribed in section 43.42, to 

26 be completed by the qcaiified-eiee~er registered voter at the 

27 time of voting. Upon receipt of the properly completed form, 
28 the commissioner shall approve the change or declaration and 

a notation of the change on the registration records. 29 enter 
30 If an application for an absentee ballot is received from 

31 an eligible elector who is not a qcarified-ereeeer registered 
32 voter the commissioner shall send a registration form under 

33 section 48~3 48A.8 and an absentee ballot to the eligible 

34 elector. If the application is received so late that it is 

35 unlikely that the registration form can be returned in time to 
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1 be effective on election day, the commissioner shall enclose 

2 with the absentee ballot a notice to that effect, informing 

3 the voter of the registration time limits in seetions-48.3-and 

4 48~%1 section 48A.9. The· commissioner shall record on the 

5 elector's application that the elector is not currently 

6 registered to vote. If the registration form is properly 

7 returned by the time provided by section 48~3 48A.8, the 

8 commissioner shall record on the elector's application the 

9 date of receipt of the registration form and enter a notation 

10 of the registration on the registration records. 

11 A q~eltf±ed-eteeto~ registered voter who has not moved from 

12 the county in which the elector is registered to vote may 

13 submit a change of name, telephone number, or address on the 

14 form prescribed in section 48~3 48A.8 when casting an absentee 

15 ballot. Upon receipt of a properly completed form, the 

16 commissioner shall enter a notation of the change on the 

17 registration records. 

18 Sec. 56. Section 53.38, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 53.38 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION. 

21 Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or 

22 53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United 

23 States, the affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter, 

24 if the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county 

25 to which the ballot is submitted, shall constitute a 
26 sufficient registration under the provisions of chapter 48 48A 

27 and the commissioner shall place the voter's name on the 
28 registration record as a q~el±f±ed-eleeto~ registered voter, 

29 if it does not already appear there. 

30 Sec. 57. section 53.53, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, 

31 is amended to read as follows: 

32 The voter's declaration or affirmation on the federal 

33 write-in ballot constitutes a sufficient registration under 
34 the provisions of chapter 48 48A and the commissioner shall 

35 place the voter's name on the registration record as a 
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l qaeiified-eieetor registered voter, if the voter's name does 
2 not already appear on the registration record. No witness to 

3 the oath is necessary. 
4 Sec. 58, Section 280.9A, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 

5 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 
6 thereof the following: 

7 2. At least twice during each school year, the board of 
8 directors of each local public school district operating a 

9 high school and the authorities in charge of each accredited 
10 nonpublic school operating a high school shall offer the 

ll opportunity to register to vote to each student who is at 
12 least seventeen and one-half years of age, as required by 
13 section 48A.22. 
14 Sec. 59. Section 331.424, subsection 1, paragraph i, Code 

15 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
16 i. Elections, and voter registration pursuant to chapter 

11 •a 48A. 

18 Sec. 60. Section 331.505, subsection 4, Code 1993, is 

19 amended to read as follows: 
20 4. Serve as county commissioner of registration as 
21 provided in chapter 48 48A. 
22 Sec. 61. Section 368.1, subsection 12, Code Supplement 

23 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
24 12. •euaiified-eieetor Registered voter" means a person 

25 who is registered to vote pursuant to chapter 48 48A. 
26 Sec. 62. Section 602.8102, subsection 15, Code Supplement 

27 1993, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 

28 lieu thereof the following: 

29 15. Notify the county commissioner of registration and the 
30 state registrar of voters of persons seventeen and one-half 

31 years of age and older who have been convicted of a felony or 
32 who have been legally declared to be mentally incompetent. 

33 Sec. 63. Section 914.6, subsections 1 and 3, Code 1993, 

34 are amended to read as follows: 

35 1. Pardon~, commutations of sentences, and remissions of 
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1 fines and forfeitures,-e~d-re~~ore~~o~~-of-r%gh~~-of 
2 e%~izen~h±p shall be issued in duplicate. Repr%eve~ 

3 Restorations of rights of citizenship and reprieves shall be 
4 issued in triplicate. 

5 3. In the case of a remission of fines and forfeitures, 

6 restoration of rights of citizenship, or a pardon, commutation 

7 of sentence, or reprieve, if the person is not in custody, one 

8 copy of the executive instrument shall be delivered to the 

9 person and one copy to the clerk of court where the judgment 
10 is of record. A list of the restorations of rights of 

11 citizenship issued by the governor shall be delivered to the 
12 state registrar of voters at least once each month. 

13 Sec. 64. Sections 43.41, 43.42, 43.43, 43.120, 49.11, 

14 49.27, 49.30, 49.43, 49.74, 49.79, 49.80, 49.81, 49.105, 50.7, 

15 50.8, 53.7, 53.8, 53.15, 53.17, 53.19, 53.25, 53.39, 62.5, 

16 176A.5, 176A.8, 275.13, 283A.l, 303.25, 303.49, 331.201, 

17 331.751, 357.12, 357C.7, 3570.8, 357E.8, 357F.8, 358.7, and 

18 368.14, Code 1993, are amended by striking from the sections 

19 the words "qualified elector" and "qualified electors" and 

20 inserting in lieu thereof the words "registered voter• and 

21 "registered voters" and by striking from the sections the 

22 words "elector" and "electors• when it is used to mean 

23 "qualified elector" or "qualified electors" and inserting 1n 
24 lieu thereof the words "registered voter'' or "voter'' and 

25 "registered voters• or "voters", as appropriate. 

26 Sec. 65. Sections 39.3, 53.1, 53.11, 53.22, 275.1, and 

27 362.2, Code Supplement 1993, are amended by striking from the 

28 sections the words "qualified elector" and "qualified 

29 electors" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "registered 
30 voter" and "registered voters" and by striking from the 

31 sections the words "elector" and "electors" when it is used to 
32 mean •qualified elector" or "qualified electors• and inserting 

33 in lieu thereof the words "registered voter• or "voter'' and 

34 "registered voters• or "voters", as appropriate. 

35 Sec. 66. Sections 47.4, 48.1, 48.2, 48.3, 48.4, 48.5, 

-39-

• 

• 



S.F. H.F. 

l 48.6, 48.7, 48.8, 48.9, 48.10, 48.11, 48.12, 48.15, 48.17, 

2 48.20, 48.21, 48.22, 48.23, 48.29, 48.30, and 48.32, Code 

3 1993, are repealed. 

4 Sec. 67. Sections 48.16 and 48.31, Code Supplement 1993, 

5 are repealed. 

6 Sec. 68. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect January l, 

7 1995. 

8 

9 This bill 

10 conform with 

11 1993 (NVRA). 

EXPLANATION 

rewrites the state voter registration statutes 

the federal National Voter Registration Act of 

to 

12 There are four major parts of the NVRA: voter registration 

13 simultaneous with drivers' services; voter registration by 

14 mail; voter registration services by certain designated 

15 agencies; and requirements with respect to administration of 
16 voter registration. 

17 Relating to the requirement that voter registration be 

18 simultaneous with application for certain drivers' services, 

19 current Iowa Code section 48.22, which requires that drivers' 

20 license and identification card application forms also serve 

21 as voter registration forms, is enacted as new section 48A.l7. 

22 To conform with the NVRA, the bill requires that renewal 

23 applications shall also serve as voter registration forms, 

24 provides the applicant with the opportunity to decline in 

25 writing to register to vote, provides that a change of address 

26 for drivers' services purposes is a change of address for 

27 registration purposes, and provides that a registration form 

28 submitted to the drivers' services division of the state 

29 department of transportation serves to update the registrant's 

30 previous registration. 

31 Present law provides that voter registration forms 

32 transmitted from drivers' services stations be transmitted 

33 within one business day of receipt. The bill provides that 

34 voter registration forms be transmitted from drivers' services 

35 stations by 5 p.m. of the last work day of each week. The 
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1 state voter registration commission is to provide by rule for 

2 forms, procedure, and transmission of forms. 

3 Present law provides for voter registration in person at 
4 the commissioner's office or at a place designated by the 

5 commissioner and voter registration by mail. The bill also 

6 provides for registration in person and registration by mail 

7 and requires that the mail registration form developed by the 

8 federal election commission be accepted for purposes of 

9 registering to vote in Iowa. 
10 Relating to voter registration services provided by certain 

11 designated agencies, present Iowa law requires that mail 

12 registration forms be available in all offices of state 

13 agencies and that employees of the offices offer to applicants 

14 or clients of the agency the opportunity to register to vote. 

15 The NVRA requires that agencies that provide public assistance 

16 or related services, all agencies that provide state-funded 

17 services primarily to persons with disabilities, and United 

18 States armed forces recruiting offices be designated voter 

19 registration agencies. Voter registration agencies are to 

20 provide voter registration services with each application for 

21 services or assistance, including each submitted change of 

22 address relating to the agency's services. 

23 To conform with the requirements of the NVRA, the bill 
24 prescribes the form and contents of all notices relating to 

25 registration at a voter registration agency. Persons 

26 declining to register to vote at a voter registration agency 

27 must do so in writing. Voter registration agency employees 

28 are prohibited from influencing a registrant's political party 

29 preference, discouraging a person from registering to vote, or 

30 leading a person to believe that a decision whether or not to 

31 register to vote has a bearing on the availability of services 
32 or benefits. Agency employees are to assist persons 

33 registering to vote if assistance is requested. Agencies 

34 which provide services to clients in the clients' homes shall 

35 provide voter registration services in the clients' homes. 
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1 The Iowa secretary of state may designate, by rule, other 

2 agencies as voter registration agencies. The secretary of 

3 state is directed to encourage volunteer organizations to 
4 undertake voter registration drives by providing mail 

5 registration forms at the cost of production. Voter 
6 registration forms completed at voter registration agencies 

7 are to be transmitted from the voter registration agencies by 
8 5 p.m. of the last work day of each week. 

9 Although not addressed by the NVRA, two voter registration 
10 programs currently in Iowa's voter registration law are 

11 retained by the bill. First, the department of revenue and 
12 finance is required, for odd-numbered tax years, to place two 

13 voter registration forms in every state income tax return form 
14 or instruction booklet. Second, the bill requires schools, at 

15 least twice each year, to offer registration services to 
16 students of voting age, rather than simply to report their 

17 names to the county commissioner of registration, as provided 
18 in the current statute. The bill also requires all 

19 postsecondary schools receiving state funding to offer voter 

20 registration services at least once each year. Present law 

21 requires board of regents institutions to make space available 

22 in residence halls and lounges for voter registration 

23 activities. 
24 The requirements of the NVRA relating to administration of 

25 voter registration encompass the following procedures: 
26 acknowledgement of voter registration forms; changes to voter 
27 registration records; a voter registration confirmation 
28 system; cancellation of voter registration: retention, 

29 storage, and destruction of voter registration records; 
30 electronic registration records; voter lists; and voter 

31 registration reporting requirements. The procedure required 
32 by the NVRA for acknowledgement of voter registration forms is 

33 more detailed than present law requiring the commissioner to 
34 send a registration receipt to the elector upon receipt of a 
35 completed voter registration form. If an acknowledgement is 
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1 returned as undeliverable, the commissioner is to follow the 

2 notice procedure for cancellation of voter registration. 

3 The procedure provided by the NVRA for changing voter 

4 registration records, either initiated by the registered voter 

5 or automatic changes without any action by the registrant if 

6 certain events occur, is not changed from present Iowa law, 

7 except that a county commissioner may obtain address changes 

8 through the United States postal service change .of address 

9 program and may confirm an address change by mailing to the 

10 registered voter a preaddressed postage paid return card. 

11 The NVRA requires county commissioners of registration to 

12 use one of two methods prescribed by the bill to conduct a 

13 systematic program to remove from the list of registered 

14 voters the names of registered voters who have changed 

15 residence. Under the first method, a county commissioner of 

16 registration participating in the United States postal service 

17 national change of address program shall, in the first quarter 

18 of each calendar year mail, an address confirmation notice and 

19 return card to those registered voters whose name was not 

20 reported by the national change of address program and who has 

21 not voted, registered again, or reported a change of address 

22 in the preceding four years. For those commissioners not 

23 participating in the national change of address program, each 

24 February the commissioner is required to send a confirmation 

25 notice to each registered voter on the voting list. 

26 The bill details the procedure to be followed by the 

27 commissioners of registration with respect to the disposition 

28 of the return card. If a return card is returned to the 

29 commissioner as nondeliverable, the registration record of the 

30 voter is made inactive. 

31 The bill sets out the reasons for canceling the voter 

32 registration of a registered voter. The reasons are the same 

33 as present law, except that the NVRA prohibits canceling a 

34 registration solely for failure to vote. However, the 

35 registration of a registered voter may be canceled if the 
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1 registered voter has not voted for two successive general 
2 elections following the return of two confirmation notices as 
3 nondeliverable. 

4 Voter registrations which have been canceled may not be 

5 destroyed for 22 months after the next general election 
6 following the cancellation. Declinations to vote collected by 

7 a voter registration agency must be kept for 22 months before 
8 they may be destroyed. The bill provides, as does present 

9 law, that voter registration records, voter lists, and other 
10 information is available for public inspection and copying, 

11 subject to some confidentiality requirements. The bill 
12 prohibits the use of voter registration information for 

13 commercial purposes and provides that violation of this 
14 provision is a serious misdemeanor. 

15 The bill requires that voter registration records be 

16 maintai~ed in an electronic medium, and requires that the 

17 voter registration and certain voting records be retained for 
18 a certain period of time. The bill also allows voter 
19 registration agencies and the drivers' services division of 
20 the state department of transportation to maintain and 

21 transmit voter registration records electronically. 
22 The bill, as does present law, prescribes the information 

23 to be included on the state voter registration form. The bill 
24 provides that voter registration forms may be on paper or 

25 electronic media and allows the use of electronic signatures 
26 on voter registration forms. 

27 The bill enacts a penalty section similar to present law 
28 except that certain violations of the law remain an aggravated 

29 misdemeanor and other violations are made class "D" felonies. 
30 The NVRA requires that the penalty for falsely signing a voter 

31 registration form be the penalty for committing perjury; under 
32 Iowa law that is a class "D" felony. 

33 The NVRA requires each state to designate a chief election 
34 official to coordinate the implementation of the bill. This 

35 bill designates the state commissioner of elections (secretary 
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1 of state) as the officer responsible for implementation of the 

2 bill. 

3 The bill 

4 sections of 

contains complementary amendments to other 

the code and instructs the Iowa Code editor to 

5 change each reference to "qualified elector" or "qualified 

6 electors" in the Code to "registered voter" and "registered 

7 voters". 

8 The bill takes effect January l, 1995. 
9 The bill may impose a state mandate as defined in section 

10 2SB.3. 

11 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 
12 SUBMITTED BY AGENCY 

13 The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) took 

14 effect January 1, 1994. The NVRA requires changes to be made 

15 in virtually all aspects of Iowa's voter registration laws. 

16 This bill rewrites the state voter registration laws to 

17 conform with the NVRA and also makes technical changes to laws 

18 pertaining to voter registration. 

19 There are four major parts of the NVRA: voter registration 

20 simultaneous with drivers' services; voter registration by 

21 mail; voter registration services by certain designated 

22 agencies; and requirements with respect to administration of 

23 voter registration. Many of the basic requirements of the 

24 NVRA have been the law in Iowa for many years. Iowa has had 

25 voter registration by mail for nearly 20 years, and a form of 

26 agency registration and "motor voter" (simultaneous 

27 application for driver's license and voter registration) for 
28 five years. The NVRA requires more demanding stand~rds for 

29 providing those services than current state law provides. 

30 Relating to the requirement that voter registration be 

31 simultaneous with application for certain drivers' services, 

32 current Iowa Code section 48.22, which requires that driver's 

33 license and identification card application forms also serve 

34 as voter registration forms, is enacted as new section 48A.l7. 

35 To conform with the NVRA, the bill requires that renewal 
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1 applications shall also serve as voter registration forms, 
2 provides the applicant with the opportunity to decline to 

3 register to vote, provides that a change of address for 
4 drivers' services purposes is a change of address for 

5 registration purposes, and provides that a registration form 
6 submitted to the drivers' services division of the state 

7 department of transportation serves to update the registrant's 
8 previous registration. 

9 Present law provides that voter registration forms 
10 transmitted from drivers' services stations be transmitted 

11 within one business day of receipt. The bill provides that 
12 voter registration forms be transmitted from drivers' services 

13 stations by 5 p.m. of the last work day of each week. The 
14 state voter registration commission is to provide by rule for 

15 forms, procedure, and transmission of forms. 
16 Present law provides for voter registration in person at 

17 the commissioner's office or at a place designated by the . 
18 commissioner and voter registration by mail. The bill also 

19 provides for registration in person and registration by mail 
20 and requires that the mail registration form developed by the 

21 Federal Election Commission be accepted for purposes of 
22 registering to vote in Iowa. 

23 Relating to voter registration services provided by certain 
24 designated agencies, present Iowa law requires that mail 

25 registration forms be available in all offices of state 
26 agencies and that employees of the offices offer to applicants 

27 or clients of the agency the opportunity to register to vote. 

28 The NVRA requires that agencies that provide public assistance 

29 or related services, all agencies that provide state-funded 
30 services primarily to persons with disabilities, and United 

31 States armed forces recruiting offices be designated voter 
32 registration agencies. voter registration agencies are to 

33 provide voter registration services with each application for 

34 services or assistance, including each submitted change of 

35 address relating to the agency's services. 
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1 To conform with the requirements of the NVRA, the bill 

2 prescribes the form and contents of all notices relating to 

3 registration at a voter· registration agency. Persons 

4 declining to register to vote at a voter registration agency 

5 must do so in writing. Voter registration agency employees 

6 are prohibited from influencing a registrant's political party 

7 preference, discouraging a person from registering to vote, or 

8 leading a person to believe that a decision whether or not to 

9 register to vote has a bearing on the availability of services 

10 or benefits. Agency employees are to assist persons 

ll registering to vote if assistance is requested. Agencies 

12 which provide services to clients in the clients' homes shall 

13 provide voter registration services in the clients' homes. 

14 The Iowa secretary of state may designate, by rule, other 

15 agencies as voter registration agencies. The secretary of 

16 state is directed to encourage volunteer organizations to 

17 undertake voter registration drives by providing mail 

18 registration forms at the cost of production. Voter 

19 registration forms completed at voter registration agencies 

20 are to be transmitted from the voter registration agencies by 

21 5 p.m. of the last work day of each week. 

22 Two current Iowa voter registration programs which are not 

23 addressed by the NVRA are retained by this bill: voter 

24 registration forms in income tax booklets and forms and voter 

25 registration by educational institutions. The latter program 

26 has been expanded to require schools to offer registration 

27 services to voting age students rather than simply to report 

28 their names to the county commissioner of registration. 

29 Regents institutions have been added to the program as well. 

30 These programs as outlined in the bill are less demanding of 

31 the institutions than designating them as voter registration 

32 agencies, but they would accomplish the goal of increasing the 

33 number of opportunities available for voter registration. 

34 The requirements of the NVRA relating to administration of 

35 voter registration encompass the following procedures: 
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1 acknowledgement of voter registration forms; changes to voter 
2 registration records; a voter registration confirmation 

3 system; cancellation of voter registration; retention, 
4 storage, and destruction of voter registration records; 

5 electronic registration records; voter lists; and voter 
6 registration reporting requirements. The procedure required 

7 by the NVRA for acknowledgement of voter registration forms is 
8 more detailed than present law requiring the commissioner to 

9 send a registration receipt to the elector upon receipt of a 
10 completed voter registration form. If an acknowledgement is 

ll returned as undeliverable, the commissioner is to follow the 
12 notice 

13 The 
procedure for cancellation of voter registration. 

procedure provided by the NVRA for changing voter 
14 registration records, either initiated by the registered voter 
15 or automatic changes without any action by the registrant if 
16 certain events occur, is not changed from present Iowa law, 

17 except that a county commissioner may obtain address changes 
18 through the United States postal service change of address 

19 program and may confirm an address change by mailing to the 

20 registered voter a preaddressed postage paid return card. 

21 The NVRA specifically prohibits removal of names from the 
22 list of registered voters because a person has not voted for a 

23 given period of time. Present Iowa law allows a four-year 
24 purge of voter registration lists as its primary method of 

25 removing persons believed to be ineligible. The NVRA requires 
26 county commissioners of registration to use one or both 

27 methods prescribed by the bill to conduct a systematic program 

28 to remove from the list of registered voters the names of 

29 registered voters who have changed residence. Under the first 
30 method, a county commissioner of registration participating in 

31 the United States postal service national change of address 
32 program shall, in the first quarter of each calendar year, 

33 mail an address confirmation notice and return card to those 
34 registered voters whose name was not reported by the national 

35 change of address program and who has not voted, registered 
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1 again, or reported a change of address in the preceding four 

2 years. For those commissioners not participating in the 

3 national change of address program, each February the 
4 commissioner is required to send a confirmation notice to each 

5 registered voter on the voting list. 
6 The NVRA outlines detailed procedures regarding the 

7 notification and protection of a registered voter from removal 
8 from the registered voter list without direct evidence that 

9 the registered voter is no longer eligible to vote. The bill 

10 details the procedure to be followed by the commissioners of 

11 registration with respect to the disposition of the return 
12 card. If a return card is returned to the commissioner as 

13 nondeliverab1e, the registration record of the voter is made 

14 inactive. 
15 The bill sets out the reasons for canceling the voter 

16 registration of a registered voter. The reasons are the same 

17 as present law, except that the NVRA prohibits canceling a 

18 registration solely for failure to vote. However, the 

19 registration of a registered voter may be canceled if the 

20 registered voter has not voted for two successive general 

21 elections following the return of two confirmation notices as 

22 nondeliverable. 

23 Voter registrations which have been canceled may not be 
24 destroyed for 22 months after the next general election 

25 following the cancellation. Declinations to vote collected by 

26 a voter registration agency must be kept for 22 months before 

27 they may be destroyed. The bill provides, as does present 

28 law, that voter registration records, voter lists, and other 

29 information is available for public inspection and copying, 

30 subject to some confidentiality requirements. The bill 

31 prohibits the use of voter registration information for 
32 commercial purposes and provides that violation of this 

33 provision is a serious misdemeanor. 

34 The bill requires that voter registration records be 

35 maintained in an electronic medium, and requires that the 
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1 voter registration and certain voting records be retained for 
2 a certain period of time. The bill also allows voter 

3 registration agencies and the drivers' services division of 

4 the state department of transportation to maintain and 

5 transmit voter registration records electronically. 
6 The bill, as does present law, prescribes the information 
7 to be included on the state voter registration form. The bill 
8 provides that voter registration forms may be on paper or 

9 electronic media and allows the use of electronic signatures 
10 on voter registration forms. 

11 The bill enacts a penalty section similar to present law 
12 except that certain violations of the law remain an aggravated 

13 misdemeanor and other violations are made class "D" felonies. 
14 The NVRA requires that the penalty for signing a false voter 

15 registration form be the penalty for committing perjury; under 
16 Iowa la~ that is a class "D" felony. 

17 The NVRA requires each state to designate a chief election 
18 official to coordinate the implementation of the NVRA. This 

19 bill designates the state commissioner of elections (secretary 

20 of state) as the officer who will be responsible. 

21 Changes not required by the NVRA which are proposed by this 

22 chapter including moving all voter registration requirements 

23 into a new chapter 48A, reorganization of the chapter into six 
24 subchapters, changing the term "qualified elector• to 

25 "registered voter" everywhere in the Code to improve 
26 understanding by the reader, specifying the classes of persons 

27 who are disqualified from voting, clarification of the process 

28 for challenging a voter registration, and prohibiting the 

29 payment of a per person bounty for voter registration 
30 activities. The last item is a fraud prevention method to 

31 remove the temptation of submitting fraudulent voter 
32 registration forms in order to receive payment for having 

33 registered a large number of people. 
34 

35 
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Sf.NATE I'lL!:: 2223 

AN ACT 

RELATING '1'0 VOTER R£GISTRATION, 1HPL£MENTTNG THE FE:DERA(. 

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT, AND PROVIDING 

PENALTl£5 ANO AN EFFECTIVE OAT£, 

DE IT ENACTED B'i THE GENERAL ASSF.Jo!BLY OF TilE STATE OF' IO'f'lA: 

SUBCHAPTER I 
GENERAl. PROVISIONS 

Section 1. ~~ SECTION. 48A.l STATEMENT Or INTENT, 

It is the intent of the 9PnPral ass~mbly to facilitate the 

registcation of eligible residents of this state through the 
widP.spread availability of voter registration services. This 

chapter and other statutes relating to voter reqistration are 
to be liberally construed toward this end. 

Sec. 2. NEW SE~;~t:J· 48A.2 DEfiNITIONS. 

The dP.finitlons establiahP.d by this SI'!Ct.lon and sPction 

39 • .1 shall apply wherever the terms so defIned appear in this 

chapter, unless the context in which any such term is used 
clearly requires otherwise. 

1. "Coi'Mlis,;ioner of reql~tration" m~ans thP. county 
COitl(llissioner of elections as defined in s~ction 47.2. 

2. "Homeless person'' means a p~:>r!:.on who l<H:ks a fixed. 

regular, and adequate nighttime residence and who ha9 a 
prirnary nighttime residP.nce that is cne of ~h<> following: 

a. A supervised publicly or privately opP.r~ted sh~lter 

df!~ignt>J to proYide teMporary livin') ac-r::omodations. 
b. An institution that provides a temporary residence for 

persons intended to be institutionalit~:>d. 

~ 
• • -
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c. A public or private place not design~d for, or 
ordinarily used as, a rP.qular 9lP.P.pi.nq acconodation for human 
beinqa. 

3. "MP.nt:ally incompetent person'' m~ans a person who has 

been legally determined to be severely or profoundly mentally 
retarded, or has been found incompetent Ln a proceeding held 
pur~uant to section 229.27. 

4. "Voter reqistrat ion aqency'' rr.eans an agency designated 

to conduct voter registration under section 48A.l9. Offices 
of the driver servic~s division of the 3tate d!!partment of 
transportation are not voter registration agencies. 

5. ''Vott>r r~qistrati.on form'' means an application to 
reqister to vote which must be completed by any person 
registering to vote. 

Sec. J. ~~~ ~-E~pON. 48A.3 COMMISSIONER OF RE:GIS'I'RATION. 

Th~ county commission~r of ~l~ctions is designated the 
co~l3sioner of registration for the county, and may appoint 

deputies and assistants, subject to the approval of the county 
board of supervisors, necPssary to carry out the 
commissioner's re~ponsibilities under this chapter and under 
rules of the state voter registration comnission and the state 
registrar of voters. 

Sec. 4. ~~~ SF.~~lO~. 48A.4 QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS. 
B~fore undertaking any voter registration duties, each 

voter registration officer, deputy, or assistant in whatever 
capacity, or clerk in thP officp of com:nissioner shall take an 

oath in the !'orm presc1· ibed by Lhe state cornni.ssioner of 
elections. 

SURCHAPTE-:R C I 

QUALIFICATIONS '1'0 REGISTER TO VOTE 

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 4aA.S VOTER QUALiriCA'I'IONS. 
1. An eligible elector ~ishinq to vote in elections in 

lowa shdlll r1~qister t.o vote as rt'quir(!tl by this chapter. 

2. T"Q be qualifiP.d t.o regist.er t.o vote an eligible elP.ctor 
~hd.ll: 

a. Be a citizen of the United States. 

(/) 
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b. Be an Iowa resident. A person's residence, for voti.nq 

purposes only, is tne place which thA peraon declares is the 

person's home with the intent to remain there permanently or 
for a defini.t~, or indefinite or indeterminable lenqth of 

time. A person who ls homeless or has no established 
residence may declare residence in a precinct by describing on 

the voter registration forM a place to which the person oftP.n 

returns. 
c. Be at least eighteen years of age. Completed 

registration for~s shall be accepted from registrants who are 

at least seventeen and a hal! years of aqe, however, the 
reqlstration shall not be effective until the registrant 

reaches the age of eiqhteen. 
d. Not claim the right to vote in more than one place. A 

r&gistrant shall be presumed to revoke any earlier claim of 

residence for voter registration purposes. 
J. If a person vho meets the requirements set forth in 

subsection 2 moves to a ne~ residence, either in Iowa or 
outside [owa, and does not meet the voter requirements at the 

person's ne~ residence, the person may vote at the person's 

former precinct tn Iowa until the person meets the voter 
requirements of the person's new residence. However, a person 

who has moved to a ne~ resJdence and fails to register to vote 
at the person's new residence after becoming eligible to do so 

shall not be entitled to vote at the person's former precinct 

Ln Iowa, 
4. A citizen of the United States ~ho lives oots~de of the 

United States has the right to register and vote as if the 

person w~re a rP.sident of a precinct ln Iowa if the citizen 
~as an eligible elector of Iowa immediately before leaving the 

Unit~d States. A citizen who was not old enooqh to reqister 
to vote before leavinq the Unit~d States but who met all of 

thP oth~r r~quirements for voter registration at that tlm~ 

also ha~ the riqht to register and vote as if the p~rsan were 

a resid~nt of a precinct in Iowa. This rt~ht applies Pv~n 
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though ~hile living outside the United States the citizen does 

not have a residence or other address in th~ precinct, and the 

citizen has not determined whether to return to [o~a. To 
qualify to vote in to!Ja a Unit~d States citizen ll.vinq outside 

the United States shall: 
a. Comply ~ith all applicable r~quir~ments of sections 

53.37 to S3.S3 relatinQ to absentee ballots for me~hers of the 
armed forces and other citizens 1 iving outside th~ Unit.~d 

States. 
b. Not maintain a residence, shall not be r~qisterPd to 

vote, and shall not vote in any other state, territory, or 

possession of the United States. 
c. Possess a valid passport or identity card and 

reqistrat ion issued under author 1ty of the United StateR 

secretary of state, or, if the citizen does not possess a 

valid passport or card of identity or registration, an 
alternative !arm o! identification consistent ~ith the 

provisions of applicable federal and state requirem~nts. 
~. If a United States citizen living outside the United 

States meets the requirements for voting, except for 

residence, has never lived in the United States, and has a 
parent ~ho meets the definition of a member of the armed 

force$ of the United States onder section S3.37, the citiz~n 

is eligible to register to vat~ and vote at th~ same voting 

residence claimed by the citizen's parent. 
6. Th~ d~adlines for voter reqistration shall not apply to 

a person ~ho has been dis.charqed from nilitary service within 

thirty days preceding the date of an election. The person 
shall prPsent to the precinct election officidl d copy of the 

person's discharge papers. The person shall conplet~ c'l vot~r 

reqistration form and give it to the official before beinq 

permitte~ to vote. 
S~c. 6. NEW SECT[ON. 48A.SA Df.TERMINATION OP RESIDENCE. 
Re-'!lidencP r.hall bP det.ernined in accorrlance ·...rlt.h the 

follo~ing principles: 

• ·-
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l. 'The residence of a person is in the precinct \.'here the 

person's home or dw~llinq is located. 

2. A residence for purposes of this chapter cannot be 
establifJhf!d in a commercial or i.nr:!tlstri.al buildinq that is not 

normally used for residential purposes unless the building is 

used as a primary niqhttlme residence. 
3. A person does not lose residence if the person leaves 

the person's home to reside temporarily in anothPr statP or 

precinct. 
4. [f a person qoes to another !ltate or precinct and fi lefl 

an affidavit of residence in that state or precinct for 

election purposes, the person lo~es residence in the ~ormer 
state or precinct, unless the person moved to the other state 
after that state's deadline for r~gisterlnq to vot~ in a 

particular election, 
s. A student who resides at or near the school the student 

attends, but who is also able to claim a residence at another 

location under the provisions of this section, may choose 
either location as the student's residence for voter 

registration and voting purposes. 
6. [fan active me~ber of the United States armed forces, 

as defined by section 53.17, has previously resided at a 

location that meets the requirements of this section, that 
person may claim either that previous resiCence or the 

person's current residence as the person's residence for voLer 

registration and votinq purposes. 
7, Notwithstanding subsections 1 through 6, the residence 

of a no~eless person is in the precinct ~~here thP. homele5s 
person usually sleeps. Residence requ).rements shall be 
construed liberally to provide ho:neless persons with th~ 

opportunity to regi~ter to vote and to vote. 
8. A person's declaration of resi•Jency for vot~r 

reqistration and voting purposes is. pc~sumed to bE! Vdlid 
unless a preponderance of ev1dence indicates that af:'ottwr 

location should be considered the pP.cson's··voting res1dt.>nc:~ 

under the provisions of this chapter. 

- -
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S~c. 7. ~!=W SI:CTlO~. 48A.6 DISQUALIFIED ELECTORS. 
The following persons are disqualified fro~ registering to 

vote and fron voting: 
1. A perso~ who has been convicted of a felony as defined 

in section 701.7, or convlcled of an offense classified dS a 
felony under federal law. If the person's riqhts are later 

restored by the governor, or by the president o! the United 

States, the person may register to vote. 
2. A person who has been leqally determined to be ~entally 

inco~petent. Certification by the clerk of the district court 

that any such person has been found no longer incompetent by a 
court shall qualify such person to again be an elector, 

subject to the other provisions of this chapter. 
Sec. 8. NEW SECT[ON. 48A.7 REGISTRAT[ON IN PERSON. 
An ellqible elector may register to vote by app~aring 

personally and completing a voter registration form at the 

office of the corrmissioner in the county in which the petson 
resides, at a motor vehicle driver's license station, or at 
any voter registration agency. A separate registratlon form 

shall be signed by each individual registrant. 

Sec. 9. ~~W.S£CTIO~. 48A.8 REGISTRATION BY MAIL. 

An eligible elector may register to vote by completinq a 

~ail registratlon form. The form ~ay be mailed or delivered 
by the reqistrant or the registrant's designee to the 

co~M~:issloner In the county • • .-h~re the pecson resides. A 

separate registration form shall be ~igned by each individual 

reqistrant. 
Sec. 10. N~~ SECTION. 4AA.9 VOTER Rf.GISTRATION 

OEAOL[N£5, 

t. Reqi!>tration clo!:!P.'l'l at. five p.~. eleven days before 
each election except ptim,uy dnd qP.neral elections. for 
ptimary and qeneral clect~ons, req1stration closes at five 

p.m. ten days before tile elP.c:tion. An el1glbh elector rnay 
r~qlstcr during tn~ tin0 registrati(lr. is closP.d in t.hc 

elector's precinct bttt the registration shall not beccme 
(/) ., 
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effective until registration opens again in the elector's 
precinct. 

2. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight a.m. 

until at leaat five p.m. on the day reqistration closes before 
each regularly scheduled election. 

3. A registration form submitted by ~ail shall be 

considered on time if 1 t is postmarh•d no later than the 

fifteenth day before the election, even if it is recei~ed by 

the commissioner after the deadline, or if the registration 
form is received by the commissioner no later than five p.m. 
on the last day to reqister to vote for an election, even if 

it is postmarked after the fifteenth day before the election. 

4. Registration forms submitted to voter registration 
agencies or to motor vehicle driver's license 9tations shall 
be considered on time if they are received no later than five 
p.m. on the day registration closes for that election. 
Offices or agencies other than the county commissioner's 

office are not required to be open for voter registration 

purposes at times other than their usual office hours. 

Sec. 11. ~-~-W SECTION. 46A.l0 RP.GIS1'RA"TION REQUIRED. 
If a registered voter moves to a different county, the 

person shall submit a completed voter reqistration form to the 

cocr-.m1ssioner in order to be qualified to vote in that county. 

An otherwise eligible elector whose riqht to vote has been 

restored pursuant to chapter 914 or who has been found not to 
be mentallV incompetent may register to vote. 

SUBCHAPTER lii 

FO~~S AND PROCEDURES FOR VOTER PECISTRA"TION 
Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 48A.ll V~R REGISTRATION fOR~. 

1. Each voter registration form shall provide spac~ for 
the registrant to pruvide the following information: 

a. The county ~here the registrant rPsides. 
b. The registrant's name. 

c. Th~ address at which the registrant resides and claims 
as the registrant's resid~nce for voti~q purposes . 

• • 
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d. The registrant's ~ailing addr:ss if it 1s diff~rent 
fro~ the residence addre~s. 

~. Soc1al security number of the registrant (optional to 
provide). 

f. Date of birth. 

9· Sex. 

h. Residential telephone number (optional to providPJ. 
i. Political party registration. 

j. The nane and address appearinq on the reqistrant's 
previous voter registration. 

k. A space tor a rural resident to provide township and 
~ection number, and GuCh additional information an may be 
necessary to describe the location of the rural resident's 
hocne. 

1. A space for a reqistrant who is homeless or who has no 
established residence to provide such information as may be 

necessary to describe a place to which the person often 
ret1..1rns. 

m. A statement that lists each eliqibility requirement, 
contaLns an attestation that th~ registrant meets all of the 

requirements, and requires the siqnature ot the registrant 
under penalty of perjurv. 

n. A space for the reqistrant's signature and the date 
signed. 

2. The voter rP.qistration form shall include, in print 
that is idPntical to the attestation portion of the form, th~ 

tollmHnq: 

a. fach voter eliqibility requirenent. 

b. The penalty provided by law for subrnisston of a false 
~oter registration form, which shdll b~ thP. p~nalty for 

per)ury as provided by section 902,9, ~ubsection ~. 

1. Voter registration forms use-d by vot.er tegistratio.n 
aqenciPs undE-r section 48A.l9 ~hall includ~ thP t0llowi.nq 
state!Tients: 

• 
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a. If a person declines to register to vote, the fact that 

the person has declined to re9ister will remain conf,dential 

and will be used only for voter re9istration purpose~. 
b. If a person does re9ister to vote, the office at which 

the reqigtrant submits a voter registration form will remain 
confidential and the in~ormation will be used only for voter 

registration purposes. 
4. Voter reqistration ~arms may be on paper or electronic 

r::edla. 
5. All forms ~or voter reqistration shall be pre~cribP.d by 

rule adopted 

sec. 13. 

by the 3tate 

NEW SEC1'IQ.N. 
REGtS~RA~lON PQRM, 

voter registration commission. 

48A.l2 FEDERAL MA!L VOTF.R 

The mail voter registration form prescribed by the fedP.ral 
election commission shall be accepted !or voter registration 
in !owa if all required information is provided, if it is 
si9ned by the reqistrant, and if the form 13 timely rec~ived. 

The state commissioner of ~lections shall rnake the fP.deral 
~ail voter re9istration forms available ~or distribution to 

governmental and private entities, with particular empha">ia on 
nakinq them available to organized voter registration entities 

and prOfiJracns. 
Sec. 14. NEW SECTI~~· 48A.l3 ELEC~RONIC SIGNATURES ON 

VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS. 
Electronic signatures shall be accepted. However, before 

the use of el~ctronlc signatur~s is accPpted on voter 
registration forms, th~ state voter reqistration commission 
shall prescribe by rule the technological requirem~nts for 

guaranteeing the security and integrit¥ o~ electronic 
siqnatures. 

Sec. lS. NE~_§ECTlON. 48A.l4 CHALLENGES OF VOTf.R 

REGISTRA'trONS. 
1. The registration of a registP.red voter may be 

challenged by another rP.qister-:ci v0tec of the f:.ame county 
subject to the conditions and li.~itations ~f this sect1on. A 

• -
Senate File l223, p. 10 

challenge shall be a statement in writing to the comnisslonPr 

all~qing one or ~ore of the following reasons the challeng~d 
registrant's registration should not have been acc~pted or 

should be c~nceled: 

a. The challenged registrant is not a citizen of the 

United States. 
b. The challenged registrant is less than seventeen and 

one-half years of age. 
c. 7he challenged registrant is not a resident at the 

address where the reqistrant is registered. 
d. ThP. challenqPd registrant has falsified information on 

the reqistrant'a registration form. 
e. The challenged rP.gistrant has been convicted ot a 

felony, and the registrant's voting rights have not been 

restored. 
f. The challenged registrant has been adjudged mentally 

•ncompetent by a court of law and no subsequent proceeding has 

reversed that findinq. 
2. A challenge shall not contain alleqations against more 

than one registered voter. 
3. A challenge shall contain a statement signed by the 

challenger in substantially the followinq form: "1 s~ear or 
affirm that information contained on this challPnge is true. 

l understand that knowingly ~iling a challenge containing 
false information is a seri011s misdem~anor.•· 

4, A challenge may be filed at ant time. A challengP. 
fil~oi less than se-vent.y days be~orP a regularly scheduled 

el~ction ~hall not b~ processed until after the pendinq 
~lection unlP'Sf· thP challenqe is filed within t.went.y d;1ys of 
thl' corJni.!'>sioner's receipt of the ci'la1lenqed reqist.rant'!J 
registration form nr notice of change to an existing 

cegist.rclt. ion. 
S. A challenger May withdra\o.' a. challe-nqP clt any tirne 

before the h~aring held pursuant to section 4ijA.l6 by 
notify1nq the commissioner in '"'ritinq ot thP. withCraYal. 

(/) .., 
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Sec. 16. NEW_§~~~~~· 48A.l5 COMMISSIONER'S ACTION UPON 

RECEIPT OF CHALLENGE OR WITHDRAWAL. 

1. A challenge is valid if it ~eets the criteria in 

section 48A.l4, subsections 1, 2, and 3. 

2. Upon receipt of a challenqe which is not valid, the 

co~~issioner shall notify the challenger of the reason the 

challenge is not valid, and shall take no further action 

reqardinq the challenge. 

3. Upon receipt of a valid challenge, the co~lssioner 

&hall, within five working days, notify the challenged 

registrant and the challenger of the date, time, and place of 

a hearing on the matter ot the challenge, to be held not le~s 

than twenty nor more than thirty days from the co~missioner's 

receipt of the challenge. The notice of a hearing shall 

include a copy of the chall~nqe, and shall advise the 

challenged registrant that the registrant may personally 

appear at the hearing, or may subnit to the commissioner 

before the hearing evidence, documentation, or statements 

refuting the challenge. 

4. The notice prescribed by subsection 3 shall be sent by 

first class forwardable mail to the challenged registrant at 

the registrant's most recent ~Ailing address according to the 

registration records. 

5. If the challenge is withdrawn, th~ cornrnissioner shall 

1rranediately notify the challenC)ed registrant of the 

withdrawal, and shall cancel the scheduled hearinq. 

6. If the challenged registrant notifies the coiiWlissioner 

that the challenged registrant wishes to appear in person but 

is unable to do so on the date sched-Jled, the commissioner may 

reschedule the hearing. 

Sec. 17. NEW SEC710N. 48A.l6 HEARING ON CHALLlNGt. 

l. At the time and place fixed for the hearing, the 

coCTIIIIissioner shall accept evidence on thP. challenqe from t.hi:! 

challenger and the challenged registrant, or from any person 

appearing on bP.half of either, and revie .. r-any documP.nt.s or 

• 
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statements pertaininq to the challenge r~ceived before the 

hearing. On the basis of the evidence sub~itted, the 

coll'missloner shall either reject the challenge or cancel the 

registration of the challenged reqistrant. Either the 

challenged registrant or the challenger may appeal the 

commissioner's decision to the district court in the 

coi'IJTiissioner's county, and the decision of the court shall be 

final. 

2. If a challenged registrant does not personally appear 

at the hearing and the challenged registrant's registration is 

canceled, the ccmmlssioner shall immediately notify the 

challenged registrant of the cancellation by first class 

forwardable mall sent to the challenged registrant's most 

recent ~ailing address according to the registration records. 

SUBCHAPTER IV 

PLACES TO REGISTER 

Sec. 18. NEWSE~!~_c?~. 48A.17 REGISTRATION AT 

COHK1SSIONER'S OPFICE. 

A person ~ho meets the qualifications to vote may appear in 

person at the office of the county commissioner of 

registration and apply to reqister to vote. 

See. 19. NEW SEC7ION. 48A.l8 VOTER REGISTRATION A7 HOTOR 

VEHICLE DRIVER'S LICENSE STATIONS. 

1. Each state motor vehicle driver's license application, 

including any renewal application or application for a 

nonoperator's identification card, submitted to the driver 

services division of the state 1lepartment of transportation 

sh~ll serve as an application for voter registration unless 

the applicant declinP.s t.o register to vote. A ccmpleted voter 

reqistration for~ submitted to the driv~r servicPs division of 

the state department of transp:lrtatlon shal1 bP considered to 

update any prevlou$ voter r~qi5tration by tnP reqistrant. 

2. A chanqe of address form submined t;) the driver 

aervi.ces divi:~ion o( the state dep,;..trtment of transportat.1on 

shall serve as a ~hanqe of address for voter registration 

• • 



• 
Senate rile 2223, p. 13 

purposes unless the registrant states on the form that the 

changP of address i~ not for voter registration purposes. 

3. Information relating to the refusdl of an applicant tor 
a driver's license to apply to register to vote shall not be 

used for any purpose other than voter rPgistration. 

4. For~s and procedures used by the driver services 
division for voter registration and a schedule for 

transmission of voter registration forms fro~ the division to 

the county commissioner of registration shall be prescribed by 

the state voter regiBtration commission by rule. 

Sec. 20. N£:W:_.~~-~J}O~. 48A.19 VOTER R£GIS'l'RA1'10N 

AGENCIES. 

1. 'l'he following state a9encies are responsible for voter 

registration: 
a. All state offices that have direct client contact and 

provide applications for public assistance, including but not 
limited to offices administering the following programs: 

{1) Food stamps. 
(2) Medical assistance under chapter 249A. 

(3) Iowa family investment program. 
(4) Special supplemental food program for women, infants. 

and children. 
b. All offices that provide state-funded programs 

primarily engaqed in providing services to persons with 

disabilities, includinq but not limited to all of the 

following: 
ll) Department for the bllnd. 
(2) Division of vocational rPhabilitation services of the 

department of education. 
(3) Deaf services division of the dP.partment of human 

tights or its 5uccessoc aqency. 
(4} Division of persons with disabiliti~s of the 

departme~t of human riqhts oc its successor ~qency. 
An agency designated a voter reg~s!ration aqency under this 

paragraph ... ·hich provid1~s services to persQ'T'Is 1-1ith disabilities 
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1n their homes shall provide voter req1stratlon services at 

the clients' hones. 
c. Other federal and state agencies designated to provide 

voter registration services include, but are not limited to, 
the United States armed forces recruit1nq otf1ces. 

2. Agencies designated to provide vot~r r~qistration 

services shall provide the follo~1ng services: 
a. Distribution of a voter reqistration fotm either on 

paper or electronic mediu~. 
b. Assistance to reqistrants in completinq voter 

reqistrat1on for~s. unless the registrant refuses assistance. 
c. Acceptance of completed voter registration forms for 

trans~ittal as required in section 48A.2l. 
3. The voter reqistration agency ~hall provide voter 

registration services with each application for services or 
assistance and with each recertification, renewal, or chanqe 

of address form completed relatinq to the agency's services. 
The secretary of state shall adopt administrative rules in 

cooperation with voter registration aqP.ncies to carry out the 

requirements of this section. 

4 0 The voter registration agency shall provide 

that includ~s all of the follo~lng: 

a form to 

applicants 

a. The question. ''If you 

you live now. would you like 
today'?" 

are not reqi~tered to vot.e wherP 
to apply to reqister to votP. here 

b. lf the aqPncy provides public dssistance, th~ 

statement, "Applying to reqi.st.Pr or declining to rt>qist.P.r to 
vote will not affect the amount of assistc'lnce thclt you will be 

pro·Jid~d by tllis agency." 
c. Roxe"S for the applicdnt. to check and choices in 

substantially thP t:ollo.,..ing form: 
I want to register to vote. 

I do not want to reqister to vote." 

The follo·.ting statenent. shall be printe•l nPar the choic4!'s 

and shall be print~d in larqe, r~adablP typ~: 

(/) 
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":f you do not checK either box, you .,..ill be considered to 

have decided not to register to vote at this time." 

d. The statement, "If you would li~e help in filling out 
the voter registration form, we Yill help you. The decision 

whether to seek or accept help is yours. ~ou may fill out the 
application form in private." 

However, in those voter registration agencies where 

electronic forms are used, the follo~ing statement shall be 

used: "lf you want to fill out the form in private, a 

separate pape-r form for vote-r registration will be provided." 
e. The statement, "tf you believe that someone hcl.s 

interfered with your right to register or to decline to 

register to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether to 
registe-r or in applying to register to vote, or your right to 

choose your own political party or other political preference, 
you may file a complaint wlth the state voter registration 
commission". The name, address, and telephone number of the 

voter registration commission shall complete the statement. 
The voter registration agency may distribute the voter 

reqlstration form either on paper or by electronic medium. 

5. The voter registration agency shall provide each 
applicant who chooses to register to vote the saMe degree of 
assistance in completing the registration form as is provided 
by the office for the completion of its own forms unless the 

applicant refuses such assistance. 

6. Completed voter reqistration forms shall be transmitted 
as provided in section ~6A.21. 

Sec. 21. NEW_~EC~IO~. 48A.20 PROHIBITED ACTS B~ VOTER 
REGISTRATION AGENC~ EKPLQYEES. 

A person ~ho provides voter registration services as 

required by this subchapter shall not: 

l. Seek to influ~nce an applicant's political preference 
or party registration. 

2. Display a political preference or party affiliation. 

• • 
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J. Make any stat~ment to an applicant or taKe any action 
which has the purpose or effect of discouraging the applicant 
fran reqistering to vote. 

4. Hake any statement to an applicant or take any action 
which has thP. purpose or effect of leading the applicant to 
believe that a decision to register or not to register to vote 

has any bearing on the availability of services or benefits. 

Sec. 22. NEW S£CTl_Q~. 48A.21 TRANSMISSION OF f'ORHS FROH 

AGENCIES AND DRIVER'S LICENSE S~ATIONS. 

The state registrar of voters shall adopt administrative 
rules regulating the transmission of completed voter 

registration forms from voter reqistration agencies and from 

driver's license stations. All completed voter registration 
applications in the possession of a voter registration dgency 
or a driver's license station at five p.m. on the last ~ork 
day of each week shall be transmitted to the location 

designated by the state reqistrar of voters by rule. 

Procedures or requirements for more frequent transmissions may 
be specified by rule. 

Sec. 23. NEW ~-~~TION. 48A.22 VOTER RtGlSTRATlON 8"1 

VOLllNTF.£R ORGANIZATIONS. 

The secretary of state shall encouraqe volunteer 
orqanizations to underta~e voter registration drives by 
providing mail registration forms at the cost of production. 

Sec. 24. NEW ?~~TION. 48A.23 REGISTRATION AT EDUCATlONAL 
INSTITUTIONS. 

1. At least twice durlng each school year, the board of 
directo:s of each school district operating a hiqh ~chool and 

the authorities in l~harge of each accredited nonpubllc !Jchool 
shall o!fer the opportunity to reqiste! to vote to each 

student who is at least seventeen and one-half years of age. 

2. All postsecondary schools, including but not limited 

to, colleges. universities, and trade and technical schools 
Yhich receive state funding shall offer the clpportunity to 

reqister to vote to each student at least once ~ach year . 

• 
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Students shall be provided with the federal voter registtdtion 

for~ or the Iowa voter registration form, as applicable. 

Sec. 25. NEW SEC7ION. 48A.24 VOTER REGISTRATION FOR~S IN 

INCOME TAX RETURNS AND BOOKLETS. 

For odd-numbered tax years, the director of revenue and 

finance shall insert securely in each individual inc~e tax 

return form or instruction booklet two voter registration 

forms, designed according to rules adopted by the state voter 

registration commission. 
Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 48A.2S COMPENSATION fOR ASSISTANCE 

IN COMPLETING REGlSTRATION FORMS. 

A person may pay, offer to pay, or accept compensation for 

assisting others in coMpleting voter registration forms only 

lf the compenaation ia baaed solely on the ti~e spent 

providinq the assistance. Paying, offering to pay, or 

receiving compenaat ion based on the nu~ber of registration 

for~s co~pleted, or the party affiliations shown on completed 

registration for~s, or on any other performance criteria, is a 

serious misdemeanor. 

This aection shall not apply to state statutory political 

comnlttees, as defined in section 43.111. 

7hia section shall not apply to state and political 

s~bdlvlslon employees who are required to offer assistance to 

clients as a part of their regular job duti~s. and who shall 

not be 9ranted additional compensation for ~oter registration 

activities. A person assisting another in ccmpleting .a. voter 

reqlstration form shall not complete any port ion of thfr forr:l 

without the knowledge or consent of the registrant. 
SUBCHAPTER V , 

PROCESSING VOTER REGISTRATION RE:COfHJS 

Sec. 21, !!§~---~~.£:!'ION. 48A. 26 ACkNOWLEOGMI:~T OP 
R£GISTRATIOH FORM. 

l. Wi.thi.n seven working days of" rP.ceipt of a votf~r 

registration form or change of infor~ation in a voter 

registration record the cocro.mi.ssioner 5hall· s.o?nd an 
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acknowl~d9ment to th~ c~gistrant at the mailing address shown 

on the re9istration forrn. ThP acknowledgment shall be sent by 

Clrst class nonforwardable mail. 

2. If the registration for~ appears on itB face to b~ 

cocnplete and proper, the ac.:knowledqment shall state that the 

registrant is now a registered voter of the county. The 

acknowled9ment shall also specify the name of the precinct and 

the usual polling place for the precinct in which the p~rson 

is now registered. The acStnowledgment may include the 

political party affiliation most recently recorded by the 

req.istrant. 

3. If the registration form is missing r&quired 

information, thP acknowledqment shall advise the applicant 

what additional information is required. The commissioner 

shall enclose a new reqi~tratlon by mail form for the 

applicant to use. If the re9istration form has no address, 

the commissioner shall make a reasonable effort to determine 

where the acknowled9ment should be sent. 

4. If the acknowledgment is retllrned as undeliverable by 

the United States postal service, the commissioner ~hall 

follow the procedure described in section 48A.29, subsection 

l. 

5. If a reqistrant ha!l not supplled enough lnformation on 

a registratlon form for the cocr,missioner to determine the 

correct precinct and other districts, the commissioner shalt 

obtain the information as quickly as possible either from th~ 

reqistrant or other sources available to the commissioner. 

6. An improperly addressed or deli~·ered registration form 

shall be forwarded to the appropriatP county commissioner of 
reqistration within two working days after it i5 receive~ by 

any other official. The date of reqi~tration shall be the 

date the registration form was rPceivcd by the first official. 

rf the registration !orm was postmark~d fi.ft~Pn or nore days 

b~!orc an election and th~ reqistration form was recciv~d by 

the first official after ~he closP of r~qistration, the 
(/) ., 
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regi9tration form shall be considered on time for the 

election. 

7. When a peraon who ia at le~st seventeen and one-half 
year~ of aqe but less than eighteen yt>ars of age registers to 

vote, thl' commissioner shall waintain a rP.cord of the 

rl'qiatration so as to clearly indicate that it ~ill not take 
effect until the registrant's eighteenth birthday and that the 

person is registered and qualifies to vote at any election 

held on or after that date. 

Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 48A.27 CHAtJGES TO VOTER 
REG[STRAT[O~ RECORDS. 

1. Any voter registration form received by any voter 

registration agency, driver's license station, or the 
commissioner shall be conaidered as updating the registrant's 

previous registration. 
2. a. A person who ia registered to vote may request 

changes in the voter's registration record at any tine by 

submlttinq one of the following, as applicable! 

11) A written notice to the county commissioner. 
12) A completed Iowa or federal mail registration form to 

the county commissioner. 
13) On election day, a registration form to the precinct 

election officials at the precinct of the voter's current 

residence. 
(4) A chanqe of addres$ form to the driver services 

division of th~ state department of transportation. 

{5) A chanqe of adJress notice for voter registration 
submitted to any voter registration agency. 

b. [fa chanqe of name, telephone ~umber, or address is 
~ubmitted under thls subsection, the commissioner ahall not 

chanqe ~he party affiliation in the elector's prior 

rPqistratton other than that indicated by the elector. 

3. The commissioner shall mal(e the ne<.."P.ssary changPs in 
the registration rPcords without any action hy the registrant 
when any of the following events occur: 

• • 
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a. Annexation of territory by a city. When an existinq 
city ann~xes territory, th~ city clerk shall furnish the 

conml9SlOnP.r a detailed map of the annexed tP.rritory. The 
commissioner shall change the reqistration of persons residinq 

in that t~rritory to reflect thP annexation and thP. city 

precinct to which each of those persons is assiqned. If the 
commissioner cannot determine the names and addresses of the 

persons affected by the annexation, the commissioner shall 

send each person who may be involved a lP.ttP.r informing the 

person that the person's reqistration may be in ~rror, and 
requesting that each person provid~ thP. commissioner with the 

information necessary to correct the reqistration records. 
b. Change of official stre~t nam~ or house or building 

number by a city or county. When the city or county changes 

the name of a $lreet or the numbP.r of a house or other 
building in which a p~rson resides, the city clerk or county 
board of supP.rvisors shall inform the commlssloner of the 

change, and the commissioner shall change the reqistration of 

each person affected. 
c. Incorporation or discontinuance of a city. When a new 

city Is incorporated or an existinq city is discontinued, the 
city clerk shall notify the commissioner. The commissioner 

shall chanqe the registration of each person affectP.d. 
d. Change of rural route designation of the residence of 

the reqi!!tered voter. 'The cor'Jflissioner shall r~quest. e.1ch 

postmaster in the county to inforn the com:nissioncr of each 
chanqe in rural route designation and th~ names of the persons 

4ffectP.d, and the com.missioner sh4ll ctlaoge the registration 
of PdCh p~rson as appropriate. 

4. a. A com.missioner, t!ither independently 01 in 

cooperation with th~ stat~ registrar of voters. and in 

ac:cordan<:e with rules of thE.' state voter teqistrdlion 
com.-:~ission, may entP.r into an aqreerr.ent with a llcen~ed 'Jendor 

of the United Stales postdl service p.irticipat ing in the 

national chanqe of address progra~ to identify req1stered 

• 
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voters of the county who may have moved either within or 

outside the county. 

b. If the information provided by the vendor indicates 

that a registered voter has moved to anothP.r address within 
the county, the co~issionec shall change the registration 

records to sho ... · the new residence address, and shall also mai 1 

a notice of that action to both the former and new addresses. 
The notice shall be sent by forwardable fir~t class mall, and 

shall include a postaqe prepaid preaddcessed return form by 

which the registered voter may verify or correct the address 

information. 

c, If the information provided by the vendor indicates 
that a ceq1steud voter has ruoved to an addcess outside the 

county, the commissioner ahall make the registration record 

inactive, and shall mail a notice to the registered voter at 

both the former and new addresses. The notice shall be sent 
by forwardable first class mail, and shall 1nclude a postage 
paid preaddressed return card on which the registered voter 
may state the req1stered voter's current address. The notice 
shall contain a statement in substantially the follow1nq form: 

"Information received from the Un1ted States postal service 
indicates that you are no longer a resident of, and therefore 

not eligible to vote in {nane of county) County, Iowa. If 

this information is not correct, and you still live in Cname 

of county) County, pl~ase complete and mail the attached 
postage paid card at least ten days before t.he pri1141.ry or 
general election and at least eleven days before any other 
election at which you wish to vote. If the lnformation ia 

correct and you have moved, please cont.act a local official in 
your new area for asGiGt.ance in regist~ring there. 

H you do not mail in the card, you may be required to sho ... · 
identification proving your residence in (name of county) 

county before belnq allowed to vote i~ cname of county) 
County. If you do not return th~ care), and you do not v-:>te 10 

an election in tname of county) County, Iowa on or before 

~~ ra 
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(date of second general &lection followinq the date of the 
notice) your name will be rerr~ved from the list of voter~ in 
that county. To ensure you receive- this notice, it is beinq 
sent to both your most recent registration address and to your 
new address as reported by tlle postal service." 

d. If the information provided by the vendor indicates the 
registered voter has moved to anotller county within the stat~. 

the notice required by paragraph "c" shall include a statement 

that registration ln the county ot the person's current 
residence ia required, and shall provide a mail registration 
form (or the person to use. 

e. [f a reqiatered voter returns a card sent pursuant to 

this subsection and conflrns that the registered voter has 
moved to a new residence outside the county, the co~~issioner 

shall cancel the registration of the voter. 

f. [fa registered voter returns a card sent pursuant to 
this subsection and states that the registered voter's 
residence address has not changed for the purpose of voter 

registration, the co~issioner shall reinstate the r~cord to 
active status, ~aking any other changes directed by the 
registrant in the notice. 

5. The commissioner shall keep a record of the na~ea and 
addresses of the reqistered voters to whol"' not ic~s. under this 
section are sent and the date of the notice. When the rf!turn 

card from a notice is received by the commissioner, the 
comrdssioner shall record thP. date it was rec('ivcd .lnd OJ:,~th~r 

the registrant had ~oved wit~in the county, ~oved to an 
address outside the county, or had not changed re~id~ncc. 

Sec. 29. ~~H .... ~~.f_t:_~_C?~. 48A.2B S'iSTF.:MA'tiC CONPlRAA'fiON 
PROGRAM. 

1. Each cornm1ssioner shall conduct a systemat1c program 
that :nak.es a reasonable effort to remove from th~ offic1.11 

list of registered voters thP na~es ot registered voters who 
have changed rP<>idence from their req1strat.ion .lddr~5SP.S. 

Either or both of th~ ~e~hods described in t:'lis S\~C':ion may r.e 
used. 

(/) 
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2. A commissioner may partici~te in the United States 

postal service national change of address program. as provided 

in section 48A.27. The state voter registration commisslo~ 

shall adopt rules establishing specific requirenents for 

participation and use of the national change of address 

proqracr~. 

A commissioner participating in the national change of 

address proqram, in the firat quarter of each calendar year, 
shall send a notice and preaddressed, postage paid return card 

by first class forwardable mail to each registered voter whose 

name was not reported by the national change of address 

program and who has not voted, registered again, or reported a 

change to an exlstinq registration durlng the preceding four 

calendar y~ars. The form and languag~ of the notice and 

return card shall be speci!led by the state voter registration 

comnisa1on by rule. A reqiatered voter shall not be sent a 

notice a~d return card under this subsection more frequently 

than once in a four-year period. 

3. For a commlasloner who is not participating ln the 

national change of address program, in February of each year 

the commissioner shall mall a confirmation notice to each 

reglster~d voter in the county. The noticP &hall be sent by 

!irst class !orwardable mall. The notice shall include a 

preaddressed, postaqe paid return card for the u5c of the 

registered voter or the recipient of the not1ce. The card 

shall contain boxes for the recipient to check to indicat~ one 

of the followinq: 

a. That the recipient is the registered voter ~amcd on the 

card, and is still a resident at the 4ddress list~d. 
b. That the recipient is the registered voter na~cC on the 

card, but is no longer a resident of the addr~ss listed. 

c. That the recipient i!! not the rcqiater~d voter na111~d on 

the card, and the registered voter nar:~ed on the card is not a 

resident of the address listed. 

• • 
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The form and languaqe of the notice and return card shall 

be specified by the stat~ voter registration commission by 

rule. 

Sec. JO. ~~W SECTION. 48A.29 PROCEDURE UPON RETURN OF 

CONFlRHATlON CARD. 

1. If a confirmation notice and r~turn card sent pursuant 

to section 4SA.28 is r~turned as undeliverable by the United 

States postal service, the commissioner shall make the 

registration record inactive and shall mail a notice to the 

registered voter at th~ registered voter's most recent mailinq 

address, as shown by the reqistration records. 

The notice shall be sent by forwardable first cla~s mall, 

and shall include a postaqe pald preaddressed return card on 

which the registered voter ~ay state the registered voter's 

current address. The notice shall contain a statP.ment in 

substantially the following form: ''lnformation received from 

the United States postal sP.rvic~ indicates that yQu are no 

longer a resident of (residence address) in 1name of county) 

County, Iowa. If thi9 information is not correct, and you 

still llve in (name of county) County, please complete and 

mail the attached postage paid card at least ten days before 

the primary or qeneral election and at leaGt eleven days 

before any other election at which you wish to vote. If the 

information is correct, and you have moved, please contact a 

local official in your new area for assistance in registering 

there. If you do not mail in the card, you may be required to 

show identification provinq your residence in Hlame of county) 

County before being allo·.,oetl to vot.e in (narM of county) 

County. If you do not r~turn th~ card, and you do not vote In 

some election in (name of COIJnty) County, Iowa on or b~for1~ 

!date of second gP.neral P.lection following the date of the 

notico) your name '.till be removed from t.he list of vot.ers in 

that county." 

2. When a detachable return card originally attached t(l a 

conficmatlon notlc~ is return~d indic,ltinq that tho? registered 

• 
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voter is still a resident of the address shown on the 
registration records, the co~isslo~er shall make a record of 

the date the card ~as recelved. 

), When a detachable return card originally attached to a 

conflrmat1on notice ls returned by anyone other than the 
registered voter indicating that the registered voter i~ no 

longer a resident of the registration address. the 
commissioner shall make the regi~tration record inactive, and 
shall mall a notice to the registered voter at the registered 
voter's most recent maillng addre9s, as Ghown by the 

registration records. 
The notice shall be sent by forwardable first class mail, 

and shall include a postage paid preaddressed return card on 
which the reqistered voter may state the registered voter's 

current address. The notice shall contain a state~ent in 
substantially the following form: "Information received by 

this office indicates that you are no lonqer a resident of 
(residence address) in (name of county) County, [owa. [f the 

information is not correct, and you !ltill live at that 
address, pleas~ complete and mail the attached postage paid 

card at least ten days before the primary or qen('tal election 
and at least eleven days before any other election at which 
you wish to vote. If the inforMation l.!i correct, and you have 

moved within the county, you may update your registration by 
listinq your new address on the card and mailing it back. If 

you have moved outside the county, please contact a local 
officLal tn your new area tor a~sistancP in reqist@ring th~rc. 

If you do not ~ail in the card, you ~ay bP. required to show 

identification provinq your residPnce.in (namp ot' county) 
county beforP. being allowed to vote in {name of county) 
county. lf yo\J do not return the card, 11nd you do not vot~ 1n 
some election i.n lname of county) County, Iowa on or b~fore 

(datP of secnnJ gPnP.ral ClPCtion following the date of t.he 

notice) yo1.1r na;ne ·.-~ill be renov@d from thP. li::.t of r~qist&.red 

vot~rs in that county." 

(- ra) 
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Sec. 31. N~W SE_~I.ION. 48A. 30 CANCEl.!.AT[QN OF VOTER 
REGISTRATION. 

1. The voter registration of a reqistered voter shall be 
canceled if any of the following occurs: 

a. The cegistered voter dies. For the purpo$e9 of this 
subsection, the commissioner may accept as evidence of death a 
notice from the state registrar of vital statistics forwarded 
by the state reqistrar of voters, a written statement fro~ a 

member of the registered voter's household, an obituary in a 
ne~spaper, a written statement from an election official, or a 
notice from the cler~ of the district court in the county 
where the registered voter died. 

b. The registered voter registers to vote in another 
jurisdiction, and the commissioner receives notice of the 

registration fro~ the registration official in the other 
jurisdiction. 

c. The registered voter requests the cancellation in 
writing. 

For the purposes of this subsection, a confirmation by the 
registered voter that the registered voter is no longer a 

resident of the county constitutes a request for cancellation. 
d. The clerk of the district court, or the United State~ 

attorney, or the state reqistrar sP.nds notice of the 

registered voter's conviction of a felony as defin~d in 
section 701.7, or conviction of an offense classified as a 
felony under federal law, Th~ clprk of district. court shall 

s~nd notice of a felony conviction to the state registrar of 
voters. The reqistrac shall detP.rrrtine in which county the 
fel!>n \s registered to vote, if any, and shall notify the 
county co:nmissloner of regi~trariorl for thdt county of the 
felony conviction. 

~. The clerk of the district court or the state reqist.rar 

sends notice that the registered voter h~s be~n declared 
~entally incompetont undP.r 5tate law. (/) 
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f. The registered voter's registration record has been 

inactive pursuant to section 48A.29 for two successive general 

elections. 
2. Wh&n a registration is canceled pursuant to subsection 

l, paraqraph '"d'', "e", or .. f .. , the commissioner shall send a 

notlc~ of the canc~llation to the registered voter. 
Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 48A.)l DECEASED PERSONS RECORD. 

The state reglstrar of vital statistics shall transmit or 

cause to be transmitted to the state registrar of voters, once 

each calendar quarter, a certified list of all persons 
seventeen and one-half years of age and older in the state 

~hose deaths have been reported to the records and statistics 
division of the Iowa department of public health since the 
previous list of decedents was certified to the state 

registrar of voters. The list shall be submitted according to 
the specifications of the state registrar of voters, who shall 

determine whether each listed decedent was registered to vote 
in this state. If the decedent was registered in a county 

which uses its own data processing facilities for voter 
registration recordkeeping, the registrar shall notify the 

comnissioner in that county who sh~ll cancel the decedent's 
registration. If the decedent was registered in a county tor 
which voter registration recordkeeping is performed under 
contract by the registrar, the registrar shall immP.diately 
cancf!l the registration and notify the commissioner of the 

county in which the decedent was registered to vote of the 
cancellation. 

Sec. 33. HEW~~· 48A.l2 DESTRUCTION OR REMOVAL OF 
CANCEI.ED VOTER REGlSTRATWN RECOfHJS, 

Twenty-two months after the next general election following 
the cancellation of a person's voter registration, the 

commi&sloner may destroy all records of that person's 
reqistration. At. t.he di~cretion of the cc~issioner, canceled 

records may be donated to an historical society if all 
confidential information has bePn rel"'loved from the records. 

• • 
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Sec. 34. ~.EW SEC.TlON. 48A.33 DECLINATION or REGISTRATION 
OPPORTUNITY. 

When a client or applicant of a voter registration agency 

declines to register to vote, the record of the declination 
shall be kept by the voter reqistration agency for t~enty-two 

months after the next general election after which time the 

aqency may destroy the records. 

SUBCHAPTER VI 

RETENTION AND STORAGE OF VOTER REGISTRA'I'lON RECORDS 
Sec. 35. NEW SECTION. 48A.34 CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN 

RECORDS. 

Voter registration records are available for public 

inspection at reasonable till'.es at the office ol the county 
commissioner. The commissioner and any voter registration 
agency •·hich has custody of voter registration records shdll 

take the necessary steps to ensure that the name of the aqency 
at which the voter regiatrat1on form was submitted remains 
confidential. 

Sec. 36. ~~C'I'I~~· 48A.35 VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS 
UNDER CONTROL OF THE COHMISSlONER. 

The county colti!Tiissioner of elections shall be responsible 
for the maintenance and storage of all paper and electronic 
voter reqistration records ln the commissioner's c~stody. 

Oriqinal registration records shall not be re~oved from the 
commissioner's office or !rom any other designated permdnP.nt 
st.ora.g~ location except upon request of a county coll':nis~lonpr 

or a court order, or as provided by section 48A.32. The atatL" 
reqistrar of voters and the state voter registration 
conmtSSI.on shall adopt admlnlstrativP rules to implerrent tt~i:~ 

section. 

Sec. 37. ~-F;i_SECTI_Q~. 4AA.36 E:LI:CTRmJIC REX>ISTR.\TION 
RECORD ~ETENTION IN VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES. 

l. Voter rfO'qistration aqencies and l:hP drivf!r serv1ccs 
di•Jision of the state department of transportation rt'ay 

electronically transmit re9istration d~ta to the state 

• 
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registrar of voters, who shall distribute the inform4t1on, 
electronically or otherwisit, to the appropriate conmissioner 

in accordance wi.th rules o! the state voter rP.gistration 
comnission and the state reqistrar of voters. The ~tate 
aqency originatin; the regi.stration data shall permanently 

retain an electronic copy of the form completed by the 
registrant, includinq the registrant's signature, and shall 
develop procedures for the retrieval and printing of that 

electronic docu~ent. A printed copy of an elP.ctronic 
re9istration document shall be made only upon the agency's 

recelpt of a court order. 
2, Upon receipt of electronic registration data under 

subsection l, the state reqistrar of voters may cause the 
updating of registration records for registrants in counties 
~h1ch have arranged for data processinq services under section 
41.7, subsection 2. The reqistrar shall notify the 

commissioner of the actions taken. 
Sec. 38. NEW SECTION. 48A. 31 ELECTRONIC REGIS·TRATION 

R£COROS. 
1. Voter registration records shall be maintained in an 

electronic medium. A history ot local election patticipation 

shall be maintained as part of the electronic record for at 
least two general, primary, school, and city elections. 
Absentee voting shall be racorded for the previous two genP.ral 

and primary elections. After each elect ion, the c:ounty 
comnissioner shall update telephone numbers pro•Jlded by 

rPgistered voter$ pursuant to section 49.'17. 
2. Electronic records shall include a status code 

designating whether the records are activ~ or inac~ive. 

Inactive records ate records of rcgistP.red voter;. to . ..,.hom 
notice9 have been sent pursuant to section 48A.28. subsection 
3, and who have not returned the card or otherwise re;.ponded 
to the noticP., and those records have llP.Cn designatP.d inactiv~ 

pur!Juant to section 4AA.l9. All other records arP active 
records. An inactive record shall bP. made· active when the 
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registered voter vote3 at an election, re;isters again, or 

reports a change of namP., ~ddress, telephonP. nurnbPr, or 
political party affiliation. 

Sec. 39. li~--~ECT~ON. 4AA.18 LlS7S OF VOTf.RS. 
1. Any person may request of the registrar and shall 

receive, upon paynent or thP. cost of preparation, a list of 
reqistered voters and other data on reqistration and par­
ticipation in electlon!l, in accordanc~ with the following 

requirements and limitations: 
a. The re9istrar shall prepare each list requestl?d loo'i thin 

fourteen days of receipt of the request, except ~hat the 
reqistrar shall not be required to prP.pare ~ny list within 

aeven days of the close of registration for any reqularly 
scheduled election if the prP.paration or the list would impede 
th@ preparation of election registers for that election. 

b. Each list shall be as current as possible, but shall in 

all ca3e9 reflect voter 4Ctivity reported to any co~~issioner 

twenty-ei9ht or more days before preparation of the list. 
c. Each list shall be In the order and form specified by 

the list purchaser, and shall contain the reqistration data 

specified by the list purchaser, provided compliance with the 
request is within the capability of th~ r~cord maintenance 

system used by th~ re9istrar. 
d. I.lstg prepared ghall not includ~ inactive records 

unle!is specifically requested by the req\tP.ost.el·. 

e. The registr~r sh~ll prepare 11pdates to lists at least 

biweekly, and dftPr t:he close of tP.-<pstrat.ion for a rP.gul.uly 
sehedulP.d ellt'ction, but hE-for~ the elect.ion, if !eque-sted to 
do so at the timed list is purchdsed. All updates shall be 
madP available to all requesters at the same time, and shall 

b~ in the order alld fot·m speciti~d by edlch requester. 
l. The reqlstrar shall maintain d luq ~f the name, 

address, and tPlephonP nunber of P.'1e1·y pl'~son who Cl~cP.iv•~s a 
list ~nder this sectic•~. and of every person ~ho revie~s 
reqistration record:; in the offi<..:P o( the ceqistr,u. 

Ul 
"'II 
N 
N 
N 
w 



Senate File 2223, p. 11 

Commissioners of registration shall maintain a si~ilar loq in 
their offices of those ~ho receive a list from the 

commissioner or who review reqistratlon records in the 
commissioner's office. Loqs maintained under this subsection 

are public records, and shall be available for public 
inspection at reasonable times. 

Sec. 40. NEW SECTI9.~· 48A.39 USE Of R£GISTRATWtJ 

lNFOR."!A1' ION. 

Information about individual registrants obtained from 
voter registration records shall be used only to request the 
registrant's vote at an election, or for another genuine 
political purpose, or for a bona fide official purpose by an 

elected official, or for bona fide political research, but 
shall not be used !or any commercial purposes. A person who 

uses registration information in violation of this section 
commits a serious misdemeanor. 

Sec. 41. NEW_~CTION. 48A.40 REPORTS. 

At least once each rr.onth and at other times deerr:ed 

appropriate, the county comnissloner of registration shall 

report to the state registrar the number of persons registered 
in each county. The report shall include the registration 

total9 for each political party and the number of persons not 
registered ~ith a political party. 

Sec. 42. liEW ~~-~TION. 48A, 41 CRIMINAL PE:NALTIES. 

1. A person who commits any of the following acta shall bP. 
guilty of a class ''D'' felony: 

a. Willfully registers to vote, knowing oneself not ~o be 
eligible. 

b. Willfully or knowinqly provide& false information fot 
the purpose of regi~terinq to vote. 

c. Willfully or knowinqly reqtsters a fictitious person to 
vote, or attempts to do so. 

d. Forges another person's name to~ voter reqistraticn 
form or other voter registration docum~nt. 

• • 
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2. A person •...tho com.mi ts any of the following acts shall be 
guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor: 

a. Willfully or knowinqly entices another to fraudulently 
register to vote. 

b. Conspires with another foe the purpose of introducing 
information ~no~n to be false into vot~c registration cecocd~. 

c. Willfully or knowinqly destroys registration records, 
or attempts to do so, without proper authorization. For the 

purpose of this pataQraph, an electronic record which has not 

been replaced with a more rec~nt version of the same record, 
ls a re;istratlon cecord. 

d. Files a challenge under section 48A.l4 which the 
challenqer knows contains false infortnat ion pertaining to ttl~ 

reasons the registration is being challenged. 
e. W1llfully or knowinqly lntimidates or threatens, or 

attempts to intimidate or threaten, any per~on for registering 
to vote or &ttemptin; to register to vote, or intimidates, 
threatens, or coerces, or atte~pts to intimidate, threaten, or 

coerce any person to register to vote or to attempt to 
register to vote. 

Sec. 43. Section 39,1, subsection 10, code Supplement 
1993, is amended to cead as follows: 

10. "enaHfTed-eieetetll "Registered voter·~. means a person 
who is registered to vote pursuant to chapter <t9 48A. 

Sec. 44. Section 43.~. Cede 199J, is amended to read as 
follOI.'S: 

43.5 APPLICABLE STATUTES. 
The provisions of chapters 39, 4'/, 48 .JSA, 49, SO, 51. 52, 

~.l. 56, 57, 58, 59. 61, 62 and 77.2 shall apply, so far u 

applicable, to all primary elections, ~xcept as hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec. 4S. Section 47.1, Cod~ SupplemPnt 1993, is am~nded by 
adding t:he follo· ... lnq ne;..o unnumbereod paragraph aftPr unnumbered 
p.uaqraph l: 

• 
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The secretary of state ls desiqnated the chief state 
election official and is responsible for coordination of state 

responsibilities onder the federal National Voter Reqistration 

Act of 1993. 

Sec. 46. Section 47.2, subsection 1, Code 1993, is amended 
to read as foll~~s: 

1. The county auditor of each county is desiqnated as the 
county commissioner of elections in each county. The county 
comm1ss1oner of elections shall conduct voter registration 

pursuant to chapter 48 48A and conduct aLl elections within 

the county, 

Sec, 47. Section 47.7, subsection 4, Code 1993, is amended 

to read as follows: 
4. Not later than July 1, 1984, information listed in 

section 48T6 !.~~-! .. H. contained in a county's manual records but 
not on the county's co~puter readable records shall be 
provided to the registrar tn a for~ specified by the 
reqistrar. The registrar shall require that any information 
supplied under section 49T6 48A.l.!, except sueseett<:tns-9-and 

H ~~atur! and attestati_on o~. the registrant, be 
provided to the registrar in a form specified by the 
registrar. 

Sec. 48. Section 47.8, subsection 4, Code Supplement 1993, 
1~ amended to read as follows: 

4. 7he registration commission shall annually adopt a set 
of stclndard charges to be made for the services the registrar 
1s required to offer to the several commissioners, and for 

furnishing of voter registration records w~ich are requested 
by persons other than the regist car, the state comJflissioner or 

any comoissioner pursuant to sPction 49o~y-s~bseetion-~ 
48A.3~. These charges shall be sufficient to reimburse the 

stat~ for the actual cost of furnishing such services or 
lnfor~atlon. and shall be spec1fied by unit wherever posslblP.. 

The stand.Hd charges shall be adopte-d by the commission by 
January \5 of each calendar yP.at. 

tl) -
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Sec. 49. Section 49.28, Code 1993, ia am~nded by stri~ing 

the section and insertinq in lieu thereof the following: 

49.28 COHHISSIONP.R TO FURNlSH REGISTERS AND SUPPLIES. 

The C'011'1111i!Jsioner ~hall preparP and furnish to each precinct 
an election register and all other books, forms, materials, 
equiptnent, and supplies ne-cP.ssary to conriuct thP. f!lection. 

After the re9istration deadline and before election day the 
commissioner shall prepare an election rPqister for each 
prPcinct in which voting will occur on the day of th~ 

election. The prP.cinct election regiRter shall be a list of 

the names and addre~aea of all re9istered voters of the 
precinct. Inactive records listetl in the election register 

shall be clearly identified with a special mark or symbol. 
WhP.n a prP.cinct. is divided by a district boundary, clnd 

some, but not all, registered voters of the pr~cinct may vote 
on an issue or office from that district, th~ P.lection 
reqist~r shall clearly indicate which of the registered voters 
are entitl~d to vote in the district. 

Sec. SO. Section 49.77, Code 1993, is amended to read as 
follows: 

49.77 BALLOT FURNISHED TO VOTr.R. 

1. The board menbP.rs of their reapective precincts shall 
have r;harqe o~ thP. ballots and furnish them to the vot.Prs. 
Any person d~siring to vote shall sign a voter's declaration 

provided by the officials, in substantially the followir1q 
forn: 

VOTE:R'S DECLARATION OP Er.IGIBILITY 
I tlo ~olemnly swP.ar or affirm that 1 am a resident of the 

..... precinct, .......... ward or township, ..:it;- of 
................. county of ............. , lowa. 

l am a ~aatif;.ed-eleetor -~~g_iste.!_e~_ . .Y()te.~. I have JHlt vot.Pd 
and will not vote in any other precinct in said election. 

(for pri~ary election only:) 1 am a({iliated with the ...... . 
............. party. 

1 und~rs~and that a11y false s~~te~ent in this decldtdtlun 
(/) ., 
I'J 
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is a crinin&l offense punishable as provided by law. 

SIGNATURE OF VOTER 

ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

Approved: 

BOARD MEMBER 

2. One of the precinct election officials shall announce 
the ele~ter£~ voter's name aloud for the benefit of any 

persons present pursuant to section 49.104, subsection 2. J or 
S. Any of thoae persons may upon request view the signed 

declarations of eligibility and may revie~ the signed 
declarations on file so long as the person does not intprft>re 

with the functions of the precinct election officials. 
3. A precinct election pffici_al sha_!l regui~.P.erson 

whC?.!"'.!! .. !lame 4.Q.I!.s no5 .. ~.E~!.' the_.el.~ctlon .. ~.L.f!:!.~! .. as an 
active voter to sho..., l~entit1c;:ation. __ specific doc~..!_nts ...,~_ich 

ar~ .. ~.ccept~b_le to r"!!'-_...2f lde~t if lea t i_<?n sh~)J_E.!._p_r ~scr i b~d .. ~I 
the state commissioner. 

Pf\R!.GRAPH....J>IVlOEO. A precinct election official rnay 

require of I!U'l-ei~etor ~-~--voter unl.:no·.m to the official, 
identification upon which the et-~etor.L~ vote:'.;! signature or 
rtoark appears. If identification is established to the 

satisfaction of the precinct ~lection off icidls, the pPrson 

may then be allowed to vote. 
4. A-~erson-w~o~e-ne~e-doe3-not-ep~~ar-on-th~-~•~eti~n 

re9iste~-of-t~~-preetnet-~n-wh~eh-t~at-p~reon-e~at~~-th•-rt~ht 

to-•ot~-shait--not-be-p~r~~tt~d-to-vetey-~~e~pt-tn-th~ 

et~e~M~tane~-~~sertb~d-~n-~~etton-+8o1;-3Mbe~ette~-t, 

pe~e~rap~-~bY;-~niee~-tbe-eo~i~3tcner-tnform~-th~-~reetne~ 

eieetten-offteta~~-~het-an-~~ror-ha~-oeenr~e~-end-that-th~ 

person-i~-e-q~eltfted-e%~et~r-ef-t~et-pr~eine~T--tf-the 

• • 
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eo~i~~tone~-ft~d~-no-~~eo~d-~f-th~-per~o"•~-reqt~tretto"-b~t 

th~-~e~~~"-~"~~~t~-that-the-perec"-+~-e-q~aiift~d-e~eeto~-~f 

thet-preetnety-the-prect"et-eieetton-cffieiai~-~hali-ailow-th~ 

per,~n-to-ea~t-e-bei!~t-in-the-~enne~-preee~thed-br-~eetton 

49o6h ~fl!!r&on _who~~ -~~~-~_es ... not ap~<!' ~J~e___!_!_~-~~--i-~~ 
!.!~~~ of the p~_ecinc_~~-whi~h that .E..!!.!£1" cl.~i-~~~~ 
-~~. ~ot.f!.-~~al.~. not -~.e_£~.~rn.i.~e.~~yo~-~.l:l.nles.s. -~.!!!.....E.e.!_aon 
affirms that the_p!rson is currentJ~~stered in t~e coun~ 

~fld---'!!..!s.ents . .l?r<>O~._of i.~~-~tity, or the commissioner informs 

~~c;..!..!!.E.t ele~tlon .C?fficia_ls that an e_~_.haa 9.~.surrt>d_and 

th<l;~ . ..!!!.~ pt>rso.n.~.~ ... ~!":~ered _vote!_.!=?_f___!_~I!!...R! .. t>:<: 1 net. _ ___!__!: 

~he co~~~a~isai_o..!!.!.!.__.f_i_!lds n_~ord o~_the_p_e.!.!2._f!..'.~istrat~~ 

but -~.!!.!.......2.~~-son i!"lsists that~_!!rson is a reqis.~ered ~_?ter 

of th~.L.2!..!finct, the precinct election off~_f_ials .. ~.~.!.!...!.._~~-lo..., 
the _pt>rSO!) to cast ~--ball.~t. 1n the manner presc~p~ed by 

sect ~-~n 49 ~~ 
s. The requP.st !or the telephone number in the declaration 

of eliqibility in subsection l is not mandatory and the 

failure by the ~ieetcr ~~_er to provide the t~lephone nunbt>r 

does not affect the declaration's validity. 
Sec. 51. Sectiot\ 49.81, subsection 4, unnul!"lber~d paraqraph 

1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
The individual enveloptc"s used for each paper bdllot cast 

pursuant to subsection 1 shall have printed on tht>m thP. for~al 

of the fac& of the reqi.strat.ion form under section <l9·d 48A!.~ 

and the following: 

Sec. 52. Section 50.19, unnumhered palagraph l, Code 199J. 

is amended to read as follows: 
The coc:vni.ssion(!r may d~stroy precinct election registers, 

the declarations of eligibility signed by voter9, and other 
material p~rtai.ninq to any P.lection in which federal offices 
are not on the ballet, oxcept LhP tally llst5, six months 

after the el~ction if a contest is not pending. 1( a contest 
is pending all ~lectinn ~aterials shall bP presP.rv~d until 

final determination of the contest. Before destroying the 

• 
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~lectlon register9 and declarations of eligibility, the 

commi$Sioner shall prepare records as necessary to permit 

cotnpllance with !lee~ion-4h3h-s~;~be~etton-t chapte~-~-~~ 

subchapter V. N~mination papers for primary election 

candidates for state and county oHlces shall be destroyed ten 

days before the general election, if a contest is not pendinq. 

Sec. S3. Section S0.22, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, 

is amended to read ag follows: 

'rhe decision to count or reject each ballot shall be made 

upon the basis of the information given on the envelope 

containing the special ballot, the evidence concerninq the 

challenge, the registration and the returned receipts of 
reqlstration. tf-the-e~aitenqed-voter~!-reqtstr$tton-was 

ea~eeied-i~-t~e-sa~e-eo~ntr-where-~ha-person-atte~pted-to-•ote 

beeause-first-etass-~aii-other-t~an-the-re~istration-reeeipt 

~iied-purseant-to-seetion-•e~~-was-ret~rned-~y-t~e-postal 

serviee-durin~-the-fcur-rears-preeedtn~-the-eteeticn-tn 

prc~ressT-tfte-perscn~s-~atlot-shatt-be-aeeepted-fcr-ec~ntinq 

and-the-eteetor 1 s-re~istrattcn-shait-ee-reinstated~ 

Sec. 54. Section 53.2, Cod~ 1993, is amended to read as 
follo.,..s: 

53.2 APPLICA'l'lON FOR BALLOT. 

Any q~aitfted-eteetcr reqlst~E~d voter, under th~ 

circumstances specified in section 53.1, may on any day, 
except elP.ction day, and not more than seventy days prior to 

the date of the election, apply in person for an absenteP 
ballot at the commissioner's ofCice or at any location 
desiqnated by the commissioner, or make ~ritten application to 

the conmissio~er for an absentee ballot. The state 
comMissioner shall prescribe a form for absentee ballot 

applications. However, if an-eieetor a r~.5v.stered vo_~-~~. 

submits an applica~ ion that includes all of the in(or:nation 

rf!qulred i.n this s~ction, the prescribed form is r.ot requHPd. 

This sect.ion dot's f'IOt require thdt. a ·.:rit~.en <.'Or'fll'ltun.icat.ion 
maile-d t.o the co:".snissione-r's office to request. an ahsente~ 

(- (-
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ballot, or any other document be notarize-d dS a prerequisit~ 

to receivinq or markinq an absente-e ballot or returning to the 
commissioner an absentee ballot ~hich has been voted. 

Each application shall contain the name and siqnature of 

the qOJeHHed-eieetot" !:.!9..h.stered voter, the address at which 

the ehetor vo.;!.! ls quahfhd reqist_!~ed to votP., and the 
name or date of the election for which the absentee ballot is 
requested, and auch other information as may be necessary to 

determine the correct absentee ballot for the qualified 
elector. If insufficient information has been provided, the 
commissioner shalt, by the best ~~ans available, obtain the 

additional necessary information. 
It the application is for a primary P.lection ballot and the 

request is for a ballot of a party different from that 

recorded on the q~atifted-e•eetc~~s ~stered voter's voter 
registration record, the requested ballot shall be mailed or 
qiven to the appHcant toqether with a "Chanqe or Declaration 
of Party Affiliation'' form as prescribed in section 43.42, to 
be ccmpleted by the qt~aHfted-eieetor rP.91~.~.e_!ed vo~er at the­

time of voting. Upon receipt of the properly completed form, 
the co~missioner shall approve thP change or declaration and 
enter a notation of the change on thP. registration records. 

lf an application for an absentee ballot is received from 

an P.ligible elector who is f'IOt a quai~Eied-eieetct" rP.qist~!ed 

~?ter the cotD.missiof'ler shall send a reqistratiof'l (orm under 

section 48d 4SA._'! and an absentee ballot to the P.ligihle 
elector. If the application ls received so late that it is 
unlikely that the reqistr~tion form can be returned in time to 

be ~(fective on election day, the co~mtssionet shall ef'lclo~c 

.... ith the absentee ballot a notice to that. l?!ffcct, informing 

the voter of the r~qistration time limits in ~l!'!et~o,n~-•e-;3-al'td 

4SoJi se~tion 4S~~~· The commi5sionPr shall record on t~e 

elPct.or's application t.hat the elector Is not currently 

ceqistered to vote. If the r~gistration form 

rettJrned by t.he t1me provid~d by :;.ectio)!l •Ro3 

i~.; pro~t!rly 

!!!_A.~, 1: he 
(/) ., 
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commiss1oner shall record on the elector's application the 
date of rec~ipt o~ the reqlstratlon form and enter a notation 

of the registration on the reqistration records. 

A qaaiified-e~eetor registered v~~!~ who has not ~oved from 
the county in which the &lector is registered to vote ~ay 
submit a change of name, telephone number, or address on the 
for~ prescribed in section 48T~ 48A.B when casting an absentPe 
ballot. Upon receipt o! a properly completed form, the 

commissioner &hall enter a notation of the change on the 
reqistratlon records. 

Sec. SS. Section 53.38, Code 1993, is amended to read as 
follows: 

53.38 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION, 

Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or 
53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United 

States, the affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter, 
if the vot&r is found to be an eligible elector of the county 
to which the ballot is subn1tted, shall constitute a 

sufficient reqistration under the provisions of chapter 48 ~~ 
and the cocrunlssioner shall place the voter's name on thP. 

registration record as a l!(t~ahfie«i-ehetor registe_r_ed voter, 
it 1t does not already appear there. 

Sec. 56. Section S3.S3, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, 
1s amended to read as tallows: 

The voter's declar~tion or affirmation on the fed~ral 

write-in ballot constitutes a sufficient reqistration und~r 

the provisions ot chapter 48 !~~and the commissionet shall 
place the voter's name on the registration record as a 

qaatifie4-ehetor registe:_ed vote!, if. the voter's nam.e does 

not already appear on the reqistration rf!corrl. No · . .-itness to 
the oath is necessary. 

Sec. 57. SP.ction 280.9A, subs~ctinn 2, CorlP. 199J, is 
am.ended by striking the subsP.ction and insertinq in lieu 
thereof the follo~o.•inq: 

• • 
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2. At least twice durinq edch school year, the boded of 
directors of each local public school district operatinq a 

hiqh school and the authorities in charge of eacn accredited 
nonpublic school operating a hiqh school shall offer the 

opportunity to register to votP to each student ~ho is at 
laast seventeen and one-half years of age, as required by 
section 48A. Z2. 

Sec. 58. $@ction 28JA.l, subsection 3, Code 1993, is 
amended to read as follows: 

3. "School board" means a board of school directors 

regularly elected by the q~ahfied registered voters of a 
school corporation or district of the state of Iowa. 

Sec. 59. Section 331.424, subsection 1. paraqraph i, Code 
l99J, is amended to read as follows: 

i. Elections, and voter registration pursuant to chapter 
49 48A. 

Sec. 60. Section 331.505, subsection 4, Code 1993, Ls 
amended to read as follows: 

4. Serve as county corn.missioner of registration as 
provided in chapter 48 48~. 

Sec. 61. Section 368.1, subsection 12, Code Supplecnent 
1993, is amended to read as follows: 

12. "QttaHhed-eleet-or ~!!_t:_e~ed vo!~~" mP.ans a pNson 
who ie registered to vote pursuant t.o chapter +A ~-~· 

Sec. 62. Section 602.8102, subse-ction 15, Code Supple-ment 
1993, is anended by striking th~ subsection and inse-rting In 
lieu thereof the following: 

15. Notify the county commission~r of registration and the 
state registrar ot voters of persons seventeen and one-half 
years of age and older who hav~ b~en convicted of a felony or 

who have been legally declar~d to be ~P.ntally incompetent. 

Sec. 6l. Section 91~.6, subfiections land 3, Code 1991, 
are amended to read as follows: 

1. Patdons, com.mtlt<"ltions of ~H~l"ltenc1..•s, ~n_q rc~ission5 of 
fines and forf~LturesT-end-~~~torat-io~s-~f-r.qht~-~f 

• 
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e~t~r~~~h~p shall be issued in duplicate. R~p~~~.e~ 

Re~.l£..c:.a.~ions o_f .. rights of citizensh!p and re..E_~iev!_~ shall bP 

issued in triplicate. 
3. In the case of a remission of rines and forfeitures, 

restoration of rights of citizenship, or a pardon, co!l'mutation 
of sentence, or reprieve, if thP. person is not in custody, one 

copy of t~e executive instrument shall be delivered to the 
person and one copy to the clerk of court where the judgment 

is of record. ~!.~_st of the res_;_~..!.....Q!.__;-~g~ts of 
cit izenshiE: issued by ~_!le governo~---~-hall .~e del iv~red to the 
state registrar of voters at least on£e eac~_month. 

sec. 64. sections 4L4l, 43.42, 43.43, 41.120, 49.11. 

49.27, .. 9.30, 49.43, 49.74, 49.80, 49.81, 49.105, so.7. so.8, 
53.7, S3.8, 5).15, S3.17, 53.19, 51.2S, 51.39, 176A.5, l76A.R, 

275.13, 303.25, 303.49, 331.201, 331.751, 3S7.12, 357C.7, 
3570.8, 357E.8, 3S7P.8, 358.7, and 368.14, Code 1991, are 
amended by striking from the sections thP. words "qualified 
elector'' and ·•qualified electors•· and insPrting in lieu 
thereof the words ''registered voter'' and ''cegistereJ voters~ 

and by !Jt.riking from the sections t.he '"·ords "P.lector'' and 
"electors" vhen it is used to maan "qualified ~l~ctor'' or 
''quAlified electors'' and inserting in 1iP.u thereof the words 
''reqlsterPd voter·· or ''voter'' and "reqistered voters'' or 

"voters", as appropr~a.tP.. 
Sec. 65. Sections )9.3, 53.1, 53.11. S1.21, 27S.l, and 

362.2, Code SupplP.mt>nt 1993, are- amended by strikinq from t.he 
sections the words ·•qual if ied elector" and "qual if iP.d 
electors'' and inserting in lieu thereof the words ''reqisterPd 

voter'' and ''reqist.ered vote-rs'' and by strikinq fcom thP. 
s~ctions t.hP. words ''e-lector'' and ''electors'' when it is used to 

mecln "qualified elector'' or "qualified el~:ctors" and inst~ctinq 

in li~tl ther~of thl? words "registP.red vot.ec'' or "•JotPr" and 

''ceqistered 
sec. 66. 

~8.6, 48.1, 

voters'' or ''voters", a~ appropria~e. 

Sections ,7,4, 48.1, 48.2. ~a.J, 48.4, 

48.8, 48.9, 48.10, 48.11, 48.li!, 48.15. 

4R.S, 

48.17' 
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48.:2{'1, 48.21. 48.21, 48.2), 48.29, 48.3Q, and 48.32, Code 

1993, are cepeal~d. 
Sec. 67. Sections 48.16 and 41L31. Code Supplerr.ent 1993, 

are repP.a1ed. 
Sec. 68. F.fPECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect January 1, 

1995. 
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President of the Senate 
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