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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to vital statistics information relating to 

births based upon the marital status of the parents of a 

child. 
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4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. d/01 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 144.13, subsection l, paragraphs d and 

2 e, Code Supplement 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

3 d. fn-the-ea~e-o£-e-eh~id-bo~n-ou~oE~~e~,-the 
4 eerti£~eate-~hall-be-£~led-di~eetly-w~th-the-~tate-~egi~t~e~~ 

5 on a monthly basis, the ~tete county registrar shall t~en~mit 

6 make available to the appropriate eounty local boards of 

7 health ~ueh information from birth certificates for the sole 

8 purpose of identifying those children in need of inoculattons. 

9 e. fn-the-ease-o£-a-ehild-bo~n-out-o£-wedloek, rf an 

10 affidavit of paternity is obtained directly from the ~_t:_y 

11 regi~trar and is filed pursuant to section 252A.3A shell-be 

12 £iled-d~reetiy-w~th, subsection 4, the county registrar shall 

13 forward a copy of the affidavit to the state registrar. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 144.43, subsection 1, Code 1993, 1s 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 1. A record of birth i£-thet-birth-d~d-not-eeeu~-out-of 

17 wedloek. 

18 Sec. 3. Section 144.44, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 144.44 PCRMITS FORO RESEARCH. 

21 The department may permit access to vital statistics by 

22 professional genealogists and historians, and may authorize 

23 the disclosure of data contained in vital statistics records 

24 when deemed essential for bona fide research purposes wh1ch 

25 are not for private gain. tnformetion-in-vite±-~teti~t~es 

26 reeo~ds-indieat~ng-thet-e-b~~th-oeeu~~ed-out-o£-wedloek-sheii 

27 not-be-diselosed-e~eept-es-p~ovided-by-~eguietion-o~-upon 

28 o~de~-of-e-dist~~et-eourt. 

29 Sec. 4. Section 252A.3A, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

30 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

31 4. The mother and the :ndiv1dual admitting paternity of a 

32 child born out o: wedlock ~ay directcy obta1n an aff1dav1t 0f 

33 paternity from the !owa department of p~bl1c nealthL o~ tne 

34 child support recovery unit, or the county reg:strar d~d 

35 complete and ftle tne af:1dav:t of patern1ty w:tn tne state or 

~--------------------------------·----
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1 county registrar, as appropriate, without utilizing the 

2 services of an institution, provided that all other 

3 requirements under this section are met. If the aff1dav1t 1s 

4 filed with the county registrar, the county __ registrar ~hall 

5 forward the affidavit to the !';tate regist_rar. Upon the 

6 request for an affidavit of paternity from the Iowa department 

7 of public health or child support recovery unit, the Iowa 

8 department of public health or child support recovery un1t 

9 shall also make available the information provided pursuant to 

10 subsection 1. 

11 EXPLANATION 

12 This bill provides that birth certificates of children born 

14 
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13 out of wedlock are filed in the same way as all other birth 

cert1ficates, with the county registrar unless an affidavit of 

paternity is obtained directly from and filed with the county 

registrar. The bill provides for conforming provisions 

related to vital statistics records which distingu1sh between 

b1rths depending upon the marital status of the parents and 

related to the establishment of paternity by affidavit. 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 29, 1994 Page 16 

.. R-5720 
~ 1 Amend Senate Ftle 2108, as passed by the Senate as 

SENATE FILE 2108 

,_ -- 2 follows: 
3 1. Page l, by striking line 13 and inserting the 
4 following: ''forward the original affidavit to the 
5 state registrar." 
6 2. Page l, l1ne 28, by inserting after the word 
7 ''eotl~t~·· the following: "The department shall adopt 
8 rules which establish the parameters for access to and 
9 authorized disclosure of vital statistics and data 

10 contained in vital statistics records relating to 
ll birth and adoption records under this section.'' 
12 3. Page 1, by inserting before line 29 the 
l3 following: 
14 "Sec. section 252A.3, subsection 9, paragraph 
15 b, Code Supplement 1993, is amended to read as 
16 fo11o"s: 
17 b. By the statement of the person-adm~tting 
18 patern~ty putat1ve father in court and upon 
19 concurrence of the mother. If the mother was marrted, 
20 at the time of b1rth or conception of the child, to an 
21 1ndiv1dual other than the persen-admitting-patern~ty 
22 putative father, the indivtdual to whom the mother was 
23 married at the t1me of birth or conception must deny 
24 paternity in order to establ1sh the paternity of the 

•

25 per~en-admitting-paternity putative father upon the 
26 sole bas1s of the admission. 

--- - 27 Sec. Secuon 2S2A. 3A, subsection l, 
28 unnumbered paragraph l, Code Supplement 1993, is 
29 amended to read as follows: 
30 Upon the birth of a ch1ld to a woman who was 
31 unmarried at the t1me of birth and conceptlon of the 
32 child, the inst1tution where the birth occurred shall 
13 provtde the mother and the individtla%-aiie9ed-to-be 
34 tne putative father all of the follow1ng: 
35 Sec. Sect1on 252A.3A, subsection 2, 
36 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code Supplement 1993, 1s 
37 amended to read as follows: 
38 An tnstitution may either voluntarily, or under an 
39 agreement with the child support recovery unit, assist 
40 the mother and the indiv±dtlal-a±ie9ed-to-be-the 
41 putative father tn completing an affidavit of 
42 paternity and submttting a completed affidav1t of 
43 paternity to the state registrar accompan1ed by a copy 
44 of the birth cert1ficate. A completed affidavit of 
45 paternity shall contatn or have attached all of the 
46 follo1-1ing: 
47 Sec. Section 252A.3A, subsection 2, paragraph 
48 c, Code Supplement 1993, is amended to read as 
49 foll01vs: 
50 c. A statement by the ~ndiv~dtlal-admittinq 
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l patern~ty putative fatiher that the 1ndividual is the 
2 father of the child." 
3 4. !'age l, ltne 31, by str:King the wocds 
4 "indtvidual admitttng •paternlty'' and 1nserting the 
'i following: "ind~v~d~a :t-admi:tt:i:ng-?atern±ty outative 
6 father". 
7 5. Page 2, li.ne 5, by 1nserting after the words 
8 "forward the" the following: ''original". 
9 6. Title page, by striking lines 1 through 3 and 

10 inserting the followin.g: "An Act providing for 
ll consistency in referen.ces to the parents of children 
12 in the context of treatment of birth certif1cate ar.d 
13 affidavit of paternity information." 

Page 17 

"·· '~OM!>IITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES 
-~ASIER of Sioux, Chairperson 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 12, 1994 

BOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2108 

S-5555 
l Amend Senate File 2108, as passed by the Senate as 
2-follows: 
3 1. Page l, by striking line 13 and inserting the 
4 following: "forward the original affidavit to the 
S state registrar." 
6 2. Page l, line 28, by inserting after the word 
7 "ee~~t;'' the following: ''The department shall adopt 
8 rules which establish the parameters for access to and 
9 authorized disclosure of vital statistics and data 

10 contained in vital statistics records relating to 
ll birth and adoption records under this section." 
12 3. Page 1, by inserting before line 29 the 
13 following: 
14 "Sec. Section 252A.3, subsection 9, paragraph 
15 b, Code Supplement 1993, is amended to read as 
16 follows: 
17 b. By the statement of the pe~~e~-edm~tt~~9 
18 pate~nity putative father in court and upon 
19 concurrence of the mother. If the mother was rr.arried, 
20 at the time of birth or conceotion of the Chlld, to an 
21 individual other than the per;e~-edmitti~g-pate~nity 
22 outative father, the individual to whom the mother was 
23 marr1ed at the time of birth or conception must deny 
24 paternity in order to establish the paternity of the 
25 pe~een-ad~itting-peternity putative father upon the 
26 sole basis of the admission. 
27 Sec. Section 252A.3A, subsection 1, 
28 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code Supplement 1993, is 
29 amended to read as follows: 
30 Upon the birth of a child to a woman who was 
31 unmarried at the time of birth and conceotion of the 
32 child, the institution where the birth occurred shall 
33 provide the mother and the i~di~±d~a~-a~ie9ed-te-ee 
34 the putative father all of the following: 
35 sec. Section 252A.3A, subsection 2, 
36 unnumbered paragraph l, Code Supplement 1993, is 
37 amended to read as follows: 
38 An institution may either voluntarily, or ur.der an 
39 agreement with the child support recovery unit, assist 
40 the mother and the ±nd~~id~a~-elle9ed-te-be-the 
41 outative father in completing an affidavit of 
42 paternity and submitting a completed affidavit of 
43 paternity to the state reglstrar accompanied by a copy 
44 of the birth certificate. A completed affidavit of 
45 paternity shall contain or have attached all oE the 
46 following: 
47 Sec. Section 252A.3A, subsection 2, paragraph 
48 c, Code Supplement 1993, is amended to read as 
49 follows: 
50 c. A statement by the indi~~d~ar-ad~±tt~n9 
S-5555 -1-
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l pater~~ty putative father that the individual is the 
2 father of the child." 
3 4. Page 1, line 31, by striking the words 
4 "individual admitting paternity" and inserting the 
5 following: "i~div~d~e~-admitti~g-pater~~ty putative 
6 father". 
7 5. Page 2, line 5, by inserting after the words 
8 "forward the" the following: "original''. 
9 6. Title page, by striking lines l through 3 and 

10 inserting the following: "An Act provid1ng for 
ll consistency in references to the parents of children 
12 in the context of treatment of birth certificate and 
13 affidavit of paternity information.• 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-5555 FILED APRIL 11, 1994 
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2 births based upon the marital status of the parents of a 
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S.F. H.F. 

l Section 1. Section 144.13, subsection l, paragraphs d and 
2 e, Code Supplement 1993, are amended to read as follows: 
3 d. in-the-e~~e-ef-e-ehiie-born-o~t-ef-wee%eek,-the 

4 eertifieete-~haii-be-filee-eireetiy-with-the-~tate-re9istrar~ 

5 On a monthly basis, the ~tete county registrar shall transmit 

6 make available to the appropriate ee~nty local boards of 

7 health s~eh information from birth certificates for the sole 

8 purpose of identifying those children in need of inoculations. 

9 e. in-the-ea~e-of-a-ehiie-born-o~t-of-wed%eek, !! an 
10 affidavit of paternity is obtained directly from the county 
ll registrar and is filed pursuant to section 252A.3A shel%-be 

12 fi~ed-eireet~y-with, subsection 4, the county registrar shall 

13 forward a copy of the affidavit to the state registrar. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 144.43, subsection 1, Code 1993, is 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 1. A record of birth if-thet-birth-eid-net-eee~r-e~t-of 

17 wed:toek. 

18 Sec. 3. Section 144.44, Code 1993, is amended to read as 
19 follows: 
20 144.44 PERMITS FOR RESEARCH. 

21 The department may permit access to vital statistics by 

22 professional genealogists and historians, and may authorize 

23 the disclosure of data contained in vital statistics records 
24 when deemed essential for bona fide research purposes which 

25 are not for private gain. infermetion-in-~it~l-stetistie~ 

26 reeoras-ind~ee~in~-~~at-e-birth-eee~rred-eat-of-wed±oek-shali 

27 ~ot-be-dise±esed-exee~t-~s-~rovided-by-rega%atio"-or-a~on 

28 erder-of-~-distrie~-ee~r~~ 

29 Sec. 4. Section 252A.3A, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

30 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

31 4. The mother and the individual admitting paternity of a 
32 child born out of wedlock may directly obtain an affidavit of 

33 paternity from the Iowa department of public health~ or the 
34 child support recovery unit, or the county registrar and 

35 complete and file the affidavit of paternity with the state or 

-1-
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1 county registrar, as appropriate, without utilizing the 

2 services of an institution, provided that all other 

3 requirements under this section are met. If the affidavit is 

4 filed with the county registrar, the county registrar shall 

5 forward the affidavit to the state registrar. Upon the 

6 request for an affidavit of paternity from the Iowa department 

7 of public health or child support recovery unit, the Iowa 

8 department of public health or child support recovery unit 

9 shall also make available the information provided pursuant to 

10 subsection 1. 

11 EXPLANATION 

12 This bill provides that birth certificates of children born 

13 out of wedlock are filed in the same way as all other birth 

14 certificates, with the county registrar unless an affidavit of 

15 paternity is obtained directly from and filed with the county 

16 registrar. The bill provides for conforming provisions 

17 related to vital statistics records which distinguish between 

18 births depending upon the marital status of the parents and 

19 related to the establishment of paternity by affidavit. 

20 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

21 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

22 This bill provides that the county and state registrars 

23 would not discriminate on the basis of marital status when 

24 filing birth certificates. Currently, county registrars are 

25 not allowed to keep copies of birth certificates when the 

26 mother is unwed. Current law allows for these birth 

27 certificates to be transmitted by the state registrar to the 

28 county board of health for the purposes of child inoculation. 

29 This bill removes the codification of the stigma of out-of-

30 wedlock births, eliminates unnecessary encumbrances on the 

31 county registrar, and allows for the expedient sharing of 

32 birth certificate information with the boards of health at the 

33 local level. 

34 

35 
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