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1 An Act relating to the affidavit accompanying the nom1nation 

2 petit1ons or certificates for candidates for public office. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 43.18, Code 1993, is amended by add1ng 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered 

3 paragraph two: 

4 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. I am aware that I am 

5 disqualified from holding office if I have been convicted, and 

6 never pardoned, of a felony or other infamous crime. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 44.3, subsection 2, Code 1993, lS amended 

8 by add1ng the following new unnumbered paragraph after 

9 unnumbered paragraph two: 

10 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. I am aware that I am 

ll dtsqualified from holding office if I have been convicted, and 

12 never pardoned, of a felony or other infamous cr1me. 

13 Sec. 3. Section 45.3, Code 1993, is amended by adding the 

14 following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered paragraph 

15 three: 

16 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. I am av1are that I am 

17 d1squalified from holdtng offtce if I have been convicted, and 

18 never pardoned, of a felony or other infamous crime. 

19 Sec. 4. Section l6lA.5, subsection 3, Code 1993, is 

20 amended to read as follows: 

21 J. At each general election a successor shall be chosen 

22 for each commissioner 1o1hose term will expire in the succeeding 

23 January. Nomination of candidates for the office of 

24 commissioner shall be made by petition in accordance \Hth 

25 chapter 45, except that each candidate's nominating pet1tion 

26 shall be s1gned by at least twecty-five elig1b:e electors of 

27 the district. The pe~ition form shall be furnished by the 

28 county commissioner of elections. Every candidate shall file 

29 w1th the nomination papers an aff1davit stating the 

30 candidate's name, the candidate's residence, that the person 

31 is a candidate and is el1g1ble for the office of commissioner, 

32 and that if elected the candidate w1ll qual1fy for the off1ce. 

33 The affidavit shall a:so state that the cand1date is aware 

34 that the candidate is disqualtfied from holding office lf the 

35 cand"date has been co~victed, and never pardoned, of a felony 
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l or other infamous crime. 

2 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The Stgned petitions shall be filed 

3 with the county comm1ssloner of elections not later than five 

4 p.m. on the sixty-ntnth day before the general election. The 

5 votes for the office of district commissioner shall be 

6 canvassed in the same manner as the votes for county officers, 

7 and the returns shall be certtfted to the commissioners of the 

8 district. A plurality lS sufficient to elect commissioners, 

9 and a primary electton for the office shall not be held. If 

10 the canvass shows that the two candidates receiving the 

ll highest and the second highest number of votes for the office 

12 of district commissioner are both residents of the same 

l3 townshtp, the board shall certify as elected the candidate 'Nno 

14 received the hig!lest number of votes tor the oEf1ce and :he 

15 candidate receiving the next h1ghesc number of votes for the 

16 office who lS not a res1dee1t of the same township as the 

17 candidate receiving the highest number of votes. 

18 Sec. 5. Sect1on 277.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

19 Supplement 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

20 Each candidate shall be nomtnated by petttion. If the 

21 cand1date is running for an at-large seat in the dJstrtct, the 

22 petition must be stgrted by eligible electors equal 1n number 

23 to not less than one percent of the qualified electors of the 

24 district or one hundred eltgtble electors of th~ district, 

25 whichever is less. If the candidate is running for a seat in 

26 a dtrector distrtct, the petttion must be signed by eligible 

27 electors equal in number to not less than one percent of the 

qualifted electors tn the direccor distrtct or one hundred 

el1gible electors 1n the distrtct, whichever is less. Stg~ers 

of nomination petitions shall include their addresses and tne 

date of signing, and must reside in the same d:rector d1strcct 

as the candtdate tf directors are elected by the vo:ers of a 

director district, rather than at large. A oerson may s1c:1 l • > 
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34 nomtnatton petitions for more than one candidate for the same 

35 office, and the Stgnature 1s not invalid solely because the 
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1 person signed nomination petit1ons for one or more other 

2 candidates for the office. The petition shall be filed with 

J the affidavit of the candidate being nominated, stating the 

4 candidate's name, place of residence, that such person :s a 

5 candidate and is eligible for the office the candidate seeks, 

6 and that if elected the candidate will qualify for the office. 

7 The affidavit shall also state that the candidate is aware 

8 th~':_th~candidate is disqualified from holding office if the 

9 cand1date has been convicted, and never pardoned, of a felony 

10 or other infamous crime. 

ll Sec. 6. Section 376.4, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1993, 

12 iS amended to read as follows: 

13 The petition must include the affidavit of the individual 

14 for whom it is filed, stating the individual's na~e, the 

15 individual's residence, that the individual iS a candidate and 

16 eligible for the office, ar.d that 1f elected the individual 

17 will qualify for the off1ce. The affidavit shall also state 

18 that the candidate is aware that the candidate is disqualified 

19 from holding office if the cand1date has been convtcted, and 

20 never pardoned, of a felony or other infamous crime. 

21 EXPLANATION 

22 This bill requires that the affidavit accompanying the 

23 nomination petition or certificate for a candidate for public 

24 office contain a statement that the candidate is aware that 

25 conviction of the candidate of a felony or other . < 
in~amous 

26 crime, without having been pardoned, disqualifies the 

27 candidate from holding public office. ThiS bill applies to 

28 candidates for partisan and nonpartisan elective publiC 

29 office. 
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