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S.F. H.F. 

Sect1on 1. Section 256.11, subsection 10, unnumbered 

2 paragraph 2, Code 1993, is amended by striking the paragraph 

3 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

4 Phase I shail cons~sc of annual monitoring by the 

~ department of education of all accredited schools and school 

5 dist~icts for compliance with accreditation standards adopLed 

7 by the state.board of education as provided in this section. 

8 The phase I monitbring requires that accredited schools and 

9 school distr1cts annually complete accreditation compliance 

10 forms adopted by the state board and file them with the 

ll department of education. Phase I monitoring requires a 

12 comprehensive desk audit of all accredited schools and school 

13 districts including review of accreditation compliance forms, 

14 accreditation v1sit reports, methods of administration 

15 reports, and reports subm1tted in compliance with sections 

16 280.12 and 280.18. 

17 The department shall conduct site visits to schools and 

18 school districts to address accreditation issues 1dentified in 

19 the desk audit. Such a visit may be conducted by an 

20 lndividual departmental consultant or may be a comprehens1ve 

21 site visit by a team of departmental consultants and other 

22 educational professionals. The purpose of a comprehensive 

23 site visit is to determine that a district is in compliance 

24 with minimum standards and to provide a general assessxer.t of 

25 educational practices in a school or school d1strict and make 

26 recommendations with regard to the visit findings for the 

27 purposes of improving educational practices above the level of 

28 minimum compliance. The department shall establlsh a long-

29 term schedule of site visits that includes v1s1ts of all 

30 accredited schools and school districts at least once every 

31 f1ve years. 

32 Sec. 2. Section 256.:1, subsection ~2, Code 1993, is 

33 amended to read as foi~ows: 

J4 12. During the per1od o: time spec1f1ed in the plan for 

35 its implementatlon by a sc~ool district or nonpuolic school, 
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l the ~ehoo~-o~ school district or school remains accredited. 

2 The accreditation committee shall revisit the school district 

3 or nonpublic school and shall determine whether the 

4 def1ciencies in the standards have been corrected and shall 

5 make a report and recommendation to the director and the state 

6 board. The committee recommendation shall specify whether the 

7 school district or school shall remain accredited or under 

8 what conditions the district may rema:n accredited. The 

9 condit1ons may include, but are not limited to, pro~iding 

10 temporary oversight authority, operational authority, or both 

ll oversight and operational authority to the director and the 

12 state board for some or all aspects of the school distr1ct 

13 operation, in order to bring the school district into 

14 comoliance with minimum standards. The state board shall 

15 review the report and recommendation, may request addit1onal 

16 information, and shall determine whether the deficiencies have 

17 been corrected. If the def1ciencies have not been corrected, 

18 and the conditional accred1tation alternatives contained 1n 

19 the report are not mutually acceptable to the local boacd and 

20 the state board, the state board shall merge the territory of 

21 the school district with one or more contiguous school 

22 districts at the end of the school year. Division of assets 

23 and liabilities of the school district shall be as prov1ded 1n 

24 sections 275.29 through 275.31. Until the merger is 

25 completed, and subject to a decision by the state board of 

26 education, the school d1strict shall pay tuition for its 

27 resident students to an accredited school district under 

28 section 282.24. However, in l1eu of merger and payment of 

29 tuition by a nonaccredited school district, the state board 

30 may place a district under receiversh1p for the remainder of 

3: the school year. The receivership shall oe under the d:rect 

32 superv1sion and a~thor1tv of the director. The decis:on of 

33 whe~ner to merge the school dist~~ct and reqJire payxenc of 

• 

34 tu~tion for the district's students or to olace the d1st~icc 

'<!::·· 35 Jnder receivers:-tip snall be based upon a dete~i7l~nat:or: by tr.e 
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1 state board of the best interests of the students, oarent$, 

2 residents of the community, teachers, adm1nistrators, and 

3 board menbers of the discrict and the reco~T<er.cations of the 

4 accreditation co~T<ittee and the director. If the state board 

5 declares a nonpublic school to be nonaccredited, the removal 

6 of accreditation shall take effect on the date established by 

7 the resolution of the state board, which shall be no late' 

8 than the end of the school year in which the nonpublic school 

9 is declared to be nonaccredited. 

10 Sec. 3. Section 280.4, Code 1993, 1s amended by stri~ing 

11 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

12 280.4 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY -- WEIGHTING. 

13 1. The medium of instruction in all secular subjects 

14 taught in both public and nonpublic schools shall be the 

15 English language, except when the use of a foreign language is 

16 deemed appropriate in the teaching of any subject or when tne 

17 student is limited English proficient. When the student is 

18 limited English proficient, both public and nonpublic schools 

19 shall provide special instruction, which shall include but 

20 need not be limited to either instruction in English as a 

21 second language or transitional bilingual instruction until 

22 the student 1s fully English proficient or demonstrates a 

23 functional ability to speak, read, write, and understand the 

24 English language. As used 1n this section, ''limited English 

25 proficient'' means a student's language background is in a 

26 language other than English, and the student's proficiency in 

27 English is such that the probability of the student's acaden1c 

28 success in an English-only classroom is below that of an 

29 academically successful peer with an English language 

30 background. "Fully English proficient'' means a student who 1s 

3l able to read, unders~and, wr:te, and s~eak the English 

32 language and to use Engl~sh to ask questions, to undecstand 

33 teachers and reading ma~erials, to test ideas, and to 

34 challenge what 1s oe:ng asked in the classroom. 

35 2. The depar~ment of education shall adopt ru:es re:at~ng 
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1 to the identification of limited English proficient students 

2 who require special instruction under this section and to 

3 applicat1on procedures for funds available under this section. 

4 3. In order to provide funds for the excess costs of 

5 1nstruction of l1mited English proficient students above the 

6 costs of instruct1on of pupils in a regular curriculum, 

7 students identified as limited English proficient shall be 

8 assigned an additional weighting that shall be included 1n the 

9 we1ghted enrollment of the school district of residence for a 

10 per1od not exceed1ng three years. However, the school budget 

11 review committee may grant supplemental aid or modified 

12 allowable growth to a school district to continue funding a 

13 program for students after the expiration of the three-year 

14 period. The school budget review committee shall calculate 

15 the additional amount for the weight1ng to the nearest one-

:6 hundredth of one percent so that to the extent possible the 

17 moneys generated by the vie igh ti ng will be equivalent to the 

18 moneys generated by the two-tenths weighting provided pr1or 

19 July 2, 1991. 

to 

20 Sec. 4 . Section 285.1, st.:bsect1on l' Code 1993, is amended 

21 by adding the following new paragraph: 

22 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. Children attending prekindergarten 

23 programs offered or sponsored by the district may be provided 

24 t~ansportation services. 

25 Sec. 5. Section 285.10, subsection 7, paragraph b, Code 

26 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

27 b. May purchase buses and enter into contract to pay for 

28 such buses ove: a :ive-year period as follows: One-fourth of 

29 the cost when the bus is delivered and the balance in equal 

30 annual installments, plus simple interest due. The interest 

31 rate shall be the lowest rate available and shall not exceed 

32 the rate in effect under section 74A.2. The bus shall serve 

33 as security for balance due. B~~-bodie~-and-ena~~i~-~ha~i-be 

34 pa~e"a~ed-on-~epa~ate-eontraet~ Competit1ve b~ds on comparable 

35 equip~ent shall be reques:ed on all school bus body and 
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l chass:s purchases and shall be based upon min1m~m construction 

2 standards established by the depa,tment of education. 

3 Separate body and chassis bids shall be requested unless the 

4 bus is constructed as an integral un1t, inseparable as to body 

5 and chassis, by the manufacturer or is a used or demonstrator 

6 bus. 

7 Sec. 6. Section 291.2, Code 1993, is amended by striking 

8 the section and 1nserting in lieu thereof the following: 

9 291.2 BONDS OF SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 

10 The secretary and treasurer, within ten days after 

11 appo1ntment and before entering upon the duties of the ofE1ce, 

12 shall execute to the school corporation a surety bond in an 

13 amount sufficient to cover current operations as determined by 

14 the board. All such bonds shall be cond1tioned on the 

15 faithful discharge of the duties of the office. The amount 

16 and sufficiency of all surety bonds shall be determ1ned and 

17 approved by the board and shall be filed with the president. 

18 The cost of the surety bond shall be paid by the school 

19 corporation. If a single person serves as secretary and 

20 treasurer, pursuant to section 279.3 or 260C.l2, only one bond 

21 is necessary for that person. The secretary and treasurer may 

22 give bond under a single bond covering other employees of the 

23 district. 

24 Sec. 7. Section 291.7, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

25 follows: 

26 291.7 MONTHLY RECEIPTS, DISBURSEMENTS, AND BALANCES. 

27 The secretary of each distr1ct shall file mor.thly,-o~-er 

28 before-the-te~th-dey-ef-eaeh-meMrhT with the board of 

29 directors, a complete statement of all receipts and 

30 disbursements from the various funds during the preceding 

31 month, and also the balance rema:ning on hand in the var1ous 

32 funds at the close of the period covered by ~eici the 

33 statement, which monthly statements shall be open to publlc 

34 :nspection. 

35 Sec. 8. Section 321.375, subsect1or. 2, paragraph d, Code 
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1 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

2 d. The commission of or conviction for a public offense as 

3 defined by the Iowa criminal code, if the offense is relevant 

4 to and affects driv1ng ability, or if the offense 1ncludes 

5 sexual involvement with a minor student w1th the intent to 

6 commit acts and practices proscribed under sections 709.2 

7 through 709.4, sect1on 709.8, and sections 725.1 through 

8 725.3, or 1s a violation of the rules of the department of 

9 educat1on adopted to 1mplement section 280.17. 

10 Sec. 9. Section 321.376, subsection 1, Code 1993, 1s 

11 amended to read as follows: 

12 1. P"e-d~~ver-of-a-~ehoo~-b~~-~haii-hold-a-~ehoo~-b~s 

13 d~iveris-perm±t-i~s~ed-a""~aliy-by-t"e-de~ertment-of-edtlea~io" 

14 a"d-a-driveris-i~ee"se-i~~tted-by-rhe-departme"t-of 

15 tra"~~ortatio"-valid-for-the-operation-of-the-se"ool-bttS7 The 

16 driver of a school bus shall hold a driver's l1cense issued by 

17 the department of transportation valid for the operat1on of 

18 the school bus and shall hold a school bus driver's permlt 

19 issued by the department of education when transporting 

20 student or adult passengers to or from school activities. The 

21 department of education shall charge a fee for the issuance of 

22 a school bus driver's permit 1n the amount of five dollars, 

23 which shall be deposited in the general fund of the state. A 

24 person holding a temporary restricted license issued under 

25 chapter 321J shall be proh1bited from operating a school bus. 

26 The department of education shall revoke or refuse to 1ssue a 

27 permit to any person who, after notice and opportunity for 

28 hear1ng, 1s determined to have committed any of the acts 

29 proscribed under section 321.375, subsect1on 2. The 

30 department of education shall recorr~end, and the state board 

31 of education shall adopt under chapter l7A, rules and 

32 procedures for the revocation and issuance of perm1ts to 

33 persons. Rules and procedures adopted shall 1nclude, but are 

34 not limited to, prov•s1ons for the revocation of, or refusal 

35 to issue, perm1ts to persons who are determined to have 
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1 comm1tteci any of the acts proscribed under sect10n 321.375, 

2 subsection 2. 

3 Sec. 10. REPEAL. 1992 Iowa Acts, chapter 1159, sect1on 6, 

4 is repealed. 

5 Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 10 of this Act, being 

6 deemed of i~~ed1ate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill relates to school administration, accreditation, 

9 financial accounting, and transportation. 

10 In sections 1 and 2, the bill provides for desk and site 

ll a~d1ts of accredited schools by the department of education. 

12 Desk audits are to be completed annually with on-site audits 

13 conducted at least every f1ve years. The bill also prov1des 

14 that the accreditation committee shall specify whether a 

15 school district or school remains accredited and if not, under 

16 what conditions it remains accredited. Under the bill, 1f the 

17 condit1onal accred1tation alternatives are not mutually 

18 agreeable to the local board and the state board, the state 

19 board shall merge the district at the end of the school year. 

20 A rece1vership opt1on for the remainder of the year is 

21 provided. 

22 Section 3 defines limited English proficient and fully 

23 English proficient and continues the current weighting for 

24 lim1ted English proficient students under the school aid 

25 formula. 

26 Section 4 provides that a district may provide 

27 transportation for children attend1ng prekindergarten programs 

28 sponsored by the district. 

29 Section 5 allows for school bus bodies and chassis to be 

30 purchased on the same contract and requires competit1ve 

31 bidding. 

32 Sect1on 6 provides for surety bond coverage for the school 

33 d1strict secretary and treasurer with the amount to be 

34 determined by the board and pa1d for by the school 

35 corporation. 
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1 Section 7 deletes the requirement that the secretary of the 

2 district shall file a report of all receipts and disbursements 

3 before the tenth of the month and provides that the report be 

4 filed monthly. 

5 Section 8 provides that a Vlolation of the rules of the 

6 department of education is grounds for immediate suspension of 

7 a school bus driver from duty. 

8 Section 9 allows for driving an empty school bus with a 

9 valid driver's license. 

10 Section 10 repeals the repeal of section 256.9, subsect1on 

11 51, which allows for the granting of annual exemptions from 

12 minimum education standards for those schools engaged in 

13 comprehensive school transformation by the director of the 

14 department of education. Under the bill sect1on 10 takes 

15 effect upon enactment. 
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