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l An Act relating to the selection of trustees for sanitary 

2 dtstricts, and providing for retroactive app1icabi1tty and an 

3 effective date. 
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1 Section l. Section 358.9, unnumbered paragraphs l and 3, 

2 Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

3 At the election provided for in section 358.7, the names of 

4 candidates for trustee of the district shall be written by the 

? voters on blank ballots without formal nomination, and the 

6 board of supervisors which had jurisdiction of the proceedings 

7 for establishment of the sanitary district, together with the 

8 board of supervisors of any other county in which any part of 

9 the district is located, shall appoint three trustees from 

10 among the f1ve persons receiving the greatest number of votes 

ll as trustees of the distr1ct. One of the trustees shall be 

12 designated to serve a term expiring on the first day of 

13 January which lS not a Sunday or legal holiday following the 

14 next general election, one to serve a term expiring on the 

15 first day of January which is not a Sunday or legal hollday 

16 two years later, and one to serve a term expiring on the first 

17 day of January which is not a Sunday or legal holiday four 

18 years later. Thereafter, each term shall be for a term of 

19 years established by the board of supervisors, not less than 

20 three years or more than six years. Successors to the-init~al 

21 trustees shall be ehosen elected by special election or at a 

22 special meeting of the board of trustees called for that 

23 pu_rpo_~· After- For each special election called after the 

24 initial election, a cand1date for office of trustee shall be 

25 nominated by a personal affidavit of the candidate or by 

26 petition of at least ten eligible electors of the d1strict and 

27 the candidate's personal affidavit, which shall be filed with 

28 the county commissioner of elections at least twenty-five days 

29 before the date of the e:ection. The form of the candidate's 

30 affidav1t shall be substantially the same as provided In 

31 section 45.3. 

32 However- 1 -for--distr-iets-for-med-after--dtlly-l,-!984 In lieu of 

33 a special election, successors to the-initial trustees shale 

34 be elected at the-ne~t-general-eleet~on-or--at-an-anntlal ~ 

35 special meeting of the board of trustees called for that 

-l-



• 

-. 
"·--

S.F. 3/:f" H.F • 

1 purpose. Upon its own motion, the board of trustees may, or 

2 upon petition of a-majority-o~-t"e landowners owning more than 

3 fifty percent of the total land in the district, t"e-board-of 

4 trtl~tee~ shall~ call a~-a~~tlai a special meet1ng of the 

5 residents of the d1strict to elect successors to trustees of 

6 the board. Yaea~eie~-~haii-be-fiiied-by-the-rema~ni~9 

7 trtl~tee~-~~-the-~ame-man~er-a~-eity-eotl~eii-member~-a~ 

8 provided-r~-~eetio~-37~~i3,-stlb~eetio~-~ Notice of the meetin9 

9 shall be given at least ten days before the date of the 

10 mee~ing by publication of the notice 1n a newspaper of general 

ll circulation in the district. The notice shall state the date, 

12 times, and location of the meeting and that the meeting 1S 

13 called for the 12u q~ose of electlng one or more trustees to the 

14 board. ----
15 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE AND RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATES. 

16 1. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes 

17 effect upon enactment. 

18 2. Section 1 of th1s Act 1s retroactive to January 1, 

19 1993, and applicable on and after that date for any vacancies 

20 occurring on the board of trustees of a sanitary d1strict. 

21 EXPLANATION 

22 This bill provides that, after the initial board members 

23 are selected, members of the board of trustees of san1tary 

24 d1stricts are to be selected by a special election or at a 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

special meeting of the board of trustees called by the board 

of trustees or a petit1on of landowners owning more than 50 

percent of the total land in the district. Notice of the 

special meeting is provided by publication of the date, 

locat1on, and time in a local newspaper. 

The bill is immediately effective and retroactively 

appl1cable to January 1, 1993, to include the selection of 

trustees for vacanc1es occurr1ng on or after that date. 
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S.F. ________ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 357.13, Code 1993, is amended to read 
2 as follows: 

3 357.13 TRUSTEES --QUALIFICATION AND TERMS. 
4 1. At the initial election provided for in section 357.12, 

5 the names of the trustees shall be written by the voter on 
6 blank ballots without formal nomination and the board of 
7 supervisors shall appoint three from among the five receiving 
8 the highest number of votes as trustees for the district, one 
9 to serve for one year, one for two years, and one for three 

10 years. The trustees and their successors shall give bond in 

11 the amount the board of supervisors may require, the premium 
12 of which shall be paid by the district which the trustees 
13 represent. Vacancies during a term may shall be filled by 

14 e~eet±on,-or by appointment by the remaining members of the 
15 board of sHperv±sors,-at-the-opt±on-of-the-rematft±ft~ trustees 
16 until a successor is chosen by special election or at an 
17 annual meeting of the board of trustees called for that 
18 purpose. Upon petition of a majority of the landowners owning 

19 more than fifty percent of the total land in the district, the 
20 board of trustees shall call an annual meeting of the 

21 residents of the district to elect successors to the trustees 
22 of the board. The trustees must be residents of the district. 

23 The term of succeeding trustees shall be for three years. 
24 2. After the initial board of trustees is selected and a 
25 special election is called, a candidate for trustee shall be 
26 nominated by a personal affidavit of the candidate or by 
27 petition of at least ten eligible electors of the district and 
28 the candidate's affidavit, which shall be filed with the 

29 county commissioner of elections at least twenty-five days 
30 before the date of the election. The form of the candidate's 
31 affidavit shall be substantially the same as provided in 
32 section 45.3. 
33 Sec. 2. Section 358.9, unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 3, Code 
34 1993, are amended to read as follows: 
35 At the election provided for in section 358.7, the names of 
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1 candidates for trustee of the district shall be written by the 
2 voters on blank ballots without formal nomination, and the 

3 board of supervisors which had jurisdiction of the proceedings 
4 for establishment of the sanitary district, together with the 

5 board of supervisors of any other county in which any part of 

6 the district is located, shall appoint three trustees from 

7 among the five persons receiving the greatest number of votes 
8 as trustees of the district. One of the trustees shall be 
9 designated to serve a term expiring on the first day of 

10 January which is not a Sunday or legal holiday following the 

11 next general election, one to serve a term expiring on the 

12 first day of January which is not a Sunday or legal holiday 

13 two years later, and one to serve a term expiring on the first 

14 day of January which is not a Sunday or legal holiday four 

15 years later. Thereafter, each term shall be for a term of 
16 years established by the board of supervisors, not less than 

17 three years or more than six years. Successors to the initial 
18 trustees shall be chosen by special election or at an annual 

19 meeting called for that purpose. After the initial election 
20 and a special election is called, a candidate for office of 

21 trustee shall be nominated by a personal affidavit of the 

22 candidate or by petition of at least ten eligible electors of 

23 the district and the candidate's personal affidavit, which 
24 shall be filed with the county commissioner of elections at 

25 least twenty-five days before the date of the election. The 
26 form of the candidate's affidavit shall be substantially the 
27 same as provided in section 45.3. 

28 Howeve~,-fo~-eise~iees-formee-afeer-JHiy-%,-%984 In lieu of 

29 a special election, successors to the initial trustees sha%% 

30 may be elected at the-ftext-geftera%-e%eetioft-o~-at an annual 

31 meeting of the board of trustees called for that purpose. 
32 Upon petition of a majority of the landowners owning more than 

33 fifty percent of the total land in the district, the board of 

34 trustees shall call an annual meeting of the residents of the 

35 district to elect successors to trustees of the board. 
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1 Vacancies shall be filled by the remaining trustees in the 

2 same manner as city council members as provided in section 

3 372.13, subsection 2. 
4 Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE AND RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATES. 

5 1. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes 

6 effect upon enactment. 

7 2. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act are retroactive to January 

8 l, 1993, and applicable on and after that date for any 

9 vacancies occurring on the board of trustees of a water 

10 district or a sanitary district. 

11 EXPLANATION 

12 This bill provides that, after the initial board members 

13 are selected, members of the board of trustees of water 

14 districts and sanitary districts are to be selected by a 

15 special election or at an annual meeting of the board of 

16 trustees called by a majority of the landowners owning more 

17 than SO percent of the total land in the district. 
18 The selection process is the same for both water districts 

19 and sanitary districts to provide uniform organizational 

20 provisions if a joint water and sanitary district is formed. 

21 The bill is immediately effective and retroactively 

22 applicable to January 1, 1993, to include the selection of 

23 trustees for vacancies occurring on or after that date. 
24 

25 
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35 
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SE:NATE Fll.E 315 

AN ACT 

R~LATING TO T!iE SELECTION OP TRUSTEES FOR SANITARY DISTRICTS, 

AND PROVIDING FOR RETROACTIVE APPLICABII.IT'i AND AN £FTECTIVE 

DAn;. 

BH IT ENACTED 8\" T!iE GEN~:RAL ASSJ:MBL'i OF THt STAn; OP IOWA: 

Section 1. s~~ct ton 3!)8.9, unnumbPr~d paraqrdphs 1 and 3, 

Code 1993, are ancnded to recld as follows: 

At the e-lectton pror11dPd fot 1n sPct.lon 3';8.7, the nc~n;es of 

cand1ddtes for trustee of the distr1ct shall be written by the 

voters on blan!t. ballots Wlthout forru.al nomindt ion, and the 

board of supervisors which hdd J'.HI'!;dLction of the proceedings 

tor estab}lshrnent of the o;an1t-c1ry dtst.rLct, toqether wlth the 

boc1rd of superv1sors of any other county 1n wh1ch any part: of 

the distr1ct 1s located, shcl.ll dppolnt three trustees from 

arnonq the flve p~~rson!) rece1vinq the gredtest number of vote~ 

as trustePs of th1~ dastrtct. One of the truste~s shall b~ 

designated to serve a term ex pi r Lnq on the first ddy of 

JanuMy wh1ch IS rlQt a Sund.1y or legal holtddy follow1nq the 

next general elect1on, one to scrvP a term exp1r1nq on the 

first Jdy of Janudry whlch ls not a Sunddy or legal holiday 

two years later, and one to servP d ter~ expiring on the f•rst 

ddy of January ..,.hich is not. a Sundc:ty or leqdl holLday four 

yedrs lAter. Thcreatt~r, each teem qhdll be for a teem of 

' -
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years established by the board of supetvlsors, not les~ thdn 
thcee years or ~ore than SlX year~. Successors to th~-~n~tiei 

trustees shdll be el\o~~tl elet::!:_t::_d by spec_ia_! elect1on £!...~~--~ 

~£!..C~_'!.!. me~~ o.~~~~ bo~~-~.<?!......!~~!!..!~~s called ~_£!..__th~ 
J2!!..£j?.0Se. Atht" !:..2..!... e~t;:!!._!P.C.£i !:!~! ec ~ I<,?!!.._S~.l_! P.d. ~X!.!'_C t' he 

tnttlal electton, a carvHdate tot off1ce of trustee shall be 

no(llindted by a person•l affi.ddVtt of the candida~c or by 

petitaon of dt least ten eltgable electors of the dtstrict and 
the cdndtd.lt.e's personc:d afftdc:t,tit, whtch shall be fdPd wtth 

the county commissioner of elections at least t.wenty-ftv~ days 

before the ddte of the election. The form of the candld,lt!~'s 

affadavit shall be substant 1ally the samt- as p10vLrJed 1n 

st-ction 4S. J. 
Howew~r7 -for-- di!llt:"rt et:s- touted a ft:er -da iy- :1: 1- :I:CIEH !...!!..._.! i E'..!!..__2f 

~~p~i~!.__!_l!ct i?~, successors to t:l"le··trutte: k trustees shall 

be el~cted at t:l"le-next:-qenerel-e:l:~etton-or--et:-an-onn~a~ ~ 

~C:!...!.!. meetinCJ of" the board of trustees call~d for thcl.t 

purposE'. Upon !..!....:!.<?':"_!!_!!IOtio!l, _the. board....£f_trus~~~d.Y.L.o~ 

~~~ pet 1t ton of a-l'l'le1orHy-of-the landowners own1n9 more thcl.n 

f1fty percent of the total land in the distriCt, the-board-of 

traet:l!ee shallL call en-annttt!li ~-s..E!.S:_~~! meet 1nq of the 

res1dents of thP dtstrict to elect successors to trustees of 

ttle bo.ud. Veeanetf"!J·shai :1: -bf!-fii hd-by-t:he- rell\tttn1:nCJ 

tr~:~et:ee~·tn-t:he-eaMe-mennet--a!J·etty-eonnetl·l'l'lel'l'lhf!rs-a~ 

prowidf!d- tn- seet ton- H hi h -subseehon- ~ ~o.!:..!.2e .5>_!_ t~!:... ~ t ~~~ ~..!!2 

p.~~- ~ive~ ~.l.east __ t.~_!l~~Y.'!...__b~for_e __ ~~ .~ate 2..!._~h~ 
mce~ . .!...!l9. ~_.Y__.Pl!~ ~~!.~.on of __ ~I:'.!!..._IH?..~c;e_...!_!! ~~-"'~~~r _ __2!.__g~nP.r-?l 
£!.!.CI.!~t~.on _i.~hfL~lst r LCt: ____:!.h~~~ ~ct~_ -s_hd 1 __ 1 _.!.!_~t~~-~a...!.!..!. 
t ir.~~~L....!l!ld_!_95'clt. 1 o_l!.._ ~f .. the __ ~"!\~~ •. ng__!!l~ ~ t _ th~ _mec t ~~!q _ _l.~ 

£~!...!.!'?_for_.!:!!.~. pU_!P<2.:!:~- o!........!.!_~<:!...!...!l9.. _on.!_ or~o~_t_!~-;e~____!~ _t_h_~ 

boa_r~. 
Sec. 2. ln'FEC'l'IV~; AN() RETROO.C'l'IVE APPt.ICA81LIT'l OATES. 

1. Th1-s Act, bl:'•nq df'erned of lrnmr>dlcltP lmportance, take-s 

cf feet upon en.lct.mt.•nl. 
(/) 
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2. Section l of this Act is retroactive to January l, 
1993, and applicable on and after that date for any vacancies 

occurring on the board of trustees of a sanitary district. 

LEONARD L. BOSWELL 

President of the Senate 

HAROLD VAN MAANEN 

Speaker of the House 

I he-eby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 315, Seventy-fifth General Assembly. 

JOHN F. DWYER 
Secretary of c~e Senate 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 
Governor 
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