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Act relating to school administration, accreditat1on, f1nance, 

transportat1on, and official newspaper publication. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F'. _'l_f..k_ ___ H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 11.6, subsection 4, Code 1993, 1s 

2 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

3 Nr~ PARAGRAPH. d. The auditor of the state receives from 

4 the director of the department of education a written request 

5 for an audit of a community college or a school corporation 

6 pursuant to section 256.9, subsection 19. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 256.9, subsection 51, Code 1993, is 

8 amended by adding the following new paragraphs: 

9 NEW PARAGRAPH. d. Jiscussion of the focus on the improve-

10 ment of student achievement and the attainment of student 

ll achievement goals under sections 280.12 and 280.18. 

12 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. Identification of assessment methods to 

13 be used in determining the success of the program and the 

14 impact on student achievement. 

15 NEW PARAGRAPH. f. Description of the relationshi[' between 

16 the distr1ct's phase III plan and the comprehensive school 

17 transformation plan. 

18 NS~ PARAGRAPH. g. Plans for periodic reports to the 

19 department of education and the community. 

20 Sec. 3. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph g, 

21 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

22 follows: 

23 All students physically able shall be required to 

24 participate in physical education activities during each 

25 semester they are eo1rolled in school except as otherwise 

26 provided in this paragraph. A minimum of one-e~ghth u~it each 

27 semester ~s required. A twelfth grade student who meets the 

2R r~quirements of this 9aragraph may be excused from the 

29 phy~tcal educat1on requirement for uo to one semester, 

30 ~r!mester, or the equivalent of a semester or t~~mester, per 

31 y~ar, hy the pr i:1ci p&l of the school in \·lhich the s~udent is 

32 enrolled if the pare~t or guardian of L~e student requests 1n 

33 writi~q that the stude~~ be excused from ~he pnysical 

34 education requir2~cnt. A student who wis~;es to be excused 

J5 from the phys~Cdl educ~~ion requiremenl m~sr. be seekin~ to be 
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l excused in order to enroll in academic courses not otherw1se 

2 available to the student, or be enrolled or part1cipating in 

3 one of the following: 

4 Sec. 4. Sect;on 256.11, subsection 10, Jnnumbered 

5 paragraph 2, Code 1993, 1s amended by striK1ng the paragraph 

6 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

7 Phase I shall cons1st of annual monitoring by the 

8 department of educat1on of all accredited schools and school 

9 districts for compliance with accred1tation standards adopted 

10 by the state board of educat1on as prov1ded 1n th1s section. 

il The phase I mon1tor1ng requires that accredited schools and 

12 school d1stricts annually complete accreditat1on compliance 

13 forms adopted by the state board and f1le them with the 

14 department of education. Phase I monitoring requires a 

lS comprehens1ve desk audit of all accredited schools and school 

16 districts including review of accred1tation compliance forms, 

17 accreditation v1sit reports, methods of administration 

18 reports, and reports subm1tted 1n compliance w1th sections 

19 280.12 and 280.18. 

20 The department shall conduct site v1sits to schools and 

21 school d1stricts to address accred1tation issues identified 1n 

22 the desk aud1t. Such a v1sit may be conducted by an 

23 indiv1dual departmental consultant or may be a comprehensive 

24 s1te visit by a team of departmental consultants and other 

25 educational professionals. The purpose of a comprehensive 

26 s1te visit 1s to determine that a district is in compliance 

27 w1th m1nimum standards and to provide a general assessment of 

28 educat1onal practices 1n a school or school district and make 

29 recommendations with regard to the visit findings for :he 

30 purposes of 1nprov1ng ed~cat1onal practlces above the level 

31 m1nimum compl1ance. The department shall establish a long-

32 term schedule of site vis~ts that includes v1sits of all 

33 accred~ted schools and school districts at least once eve~y 

34 f1ve years. 

35 Sec. 5. Section 256.11, subsection 12, Code 1993, 1s 
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l amended to read as follows: 

2 12. During the period of time specified in the plan for 

3 its implementation by a school district or nonpublic school, 

4 the ~chool-er school district or school remains accredited. 

5 The accreditation committee shall revisit the school distr1ct 

6 or nor.public school and shall determine whether the 

7 deficiencies in the standards have been corrected 2nd shal: 

8 make a report and reconuncndation to the director and the state 

9 board. :f._h'" committee res;ommendation shall_soecify ;-;h~ther the 

10 school district or school shall remain accredited or 11nder 

11 what conditions the district mav remain accredited. The con-

12 dttions mav _include, bu_t_ __ "lre not })mited to .. providing 

13 tempora_ry_ overs,ght ~ljthonty, ().!2o'ra.tion_a_}_ a..;thorit_Y! __ or both 

14 <:JVersight and~erational a~thor1ty to the direct?.r and the 

15 st~tc board for some _or all aspects of the_ss;hool dis~~Ict_ 

16 <:P_erati.on, in order -~-o bring the school c1istrict into 

l7 complia~~~ with minimum standards. The state board shall 

18 review the report and recom.'tendation, may request additional 

lY infor1::at•on, and shall determine whether the deficiencies have 

20 been corrected. It the deficiencies have not been corrected, 

21 ~nd the alternatives COI\tained in the report are not 

22 ciCC_<?.2_~l:J_~E;._ the state board shall merge the territory of tne 

23 sch0oi district with one or more contiguous school districts 

24 a': the end of the school _ _year. Division of assets and 

25 !labilities of the school disttict shall be as p~ovided in 

2fi sccclons 27S.29 through 275.31. Until the merger :s 

1.1 complet-<>d, a:-.d sub·:~c~ __ t:._o a decision by the state board of 

2B eGuca~~on .. the sch0o1 Qjs;:rict s:-1all pay t;_;_~.tion for its 

29 res~de!:~ S~IJdPnts to an accredited school d1strict u~der 

282.24. r_~-:_o_\..'~Y2~_!.__ ir. 1 i"'e'-•"";-'-o_f--'~"-.e=r_.sc:e:...:r'----'a=-~=-=~-=d:......;:_pay:ne~~t of 
(dl·:J.o:; i?}' _ ~ _ ~-o_n _a c_c r 2 dc:....:.l .::t-=e-=d:......:s=-c=h-=o..:o:.:l::.....:d ~ s t r 1 s: _t.:...!.... _ ~ he s t a t e boa ::- d 

the ~emair.de~ of 

JJ the sc·.:oo1 Lear. .'he :-2::e.:.v\~rsf:i;::.1 shall (}.-~ __ ,_ .... der ·.he di:ect - ·- ---- ---- -------- ·---- - - -·- --·· 

tile sct1oc;l distr .:..-::t a~d re,::..:i :-e uav;rte~~ o: 
-~---~·--~- ·-·- .... --- ...... -~--~-- ----
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1 tuit~s:>~-~0_! the distr1ct 's stu?~:-~ts or to place the distric~ 

2 under receivership shall be based upo:1 a determination by the 

3 sta~e __ _!J_o_ard of the best Lnterests of the students, parents, 

4 res~dents of the community, :eachers, admlnistr_ators, and 

5 board rcemoers of the district and the recorr~e~dat1ons of the 

6 accreditation committee and :he director. If the state board 

7 dec:ar~- a nonpublic school_to be nonaccredited, the rercoval_ 

8 of accred1tat1on shall taKe effect on the date establ1shed by 

9 the resojut1on of the state board, \vhich shall be no later 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

th~~ \~e er.d of the school year 1:1 which the nonpublic school 

is declared to be nonaccredited. 

Sec. 6. Section 257.45, Code 1993, 1s amended to read as 

follows: 

257.45 SUBMISSION OF PROGRA.\1 PLANS. 

The board of direc:ors of a school d1str1ct requesting to 

use additional allowable growth for gifted and talented 

children programs shall submit applications for approval for 

the programs to the department not later than November 1 

preceding the fiscal year during which the program will be 

offered u:-~less the department has granted the district an 

21 extension of the deadline. The board shall also subm1t a copy 

22 of the program plans to the gifted and talented children 

23 advisory cou:-~c1l, if an adv1sory council has been established. 

24 The department shall rev1ew the program plans and shall prior 

25 to-dBntlBry-rS either grant approval for the prograrc or return 

26 the request for approval \vith comments of the department 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

J5 

27 included. Any unapproved request for a program may be 

resubmitted Wlth modifications to the department not later 

than P~b~~e~y-r a date set by the department. Not later than 

February 15 the department shall notify the department of 

managerr.ent and the school budget review committee of the names 

of the school districts for wh1ch g1fted and talented chcldren 

programs ~s1ng additional allowable grow~h for fund1ng have 

been approved and the approved budget of each program listed 

separate:y for each school dlstr1ct hav1ng an approved 
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l program. 

2 Sec. 1. Section 257.46, Code 1993, lS amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 257.46 FUNDING. 

5 The budget of an approved gifted and talented children 

6 program for a school district, after subtracting funds 

7 received f~om other sources for that purpose, shall be funded 

8 annually on a basis of one-fourth or more from the district 

9 cost of the school district and up to three-fourths by an 

10 increase in allowable growth as defined in section 257.8. The 

ll approved budget for a gifted and talented children program 

12 shall not exceed an amount equal to one and two-teMths twenty-

13 fou~_hundredt~~ percent of the district cost per pupil of the 

14 district for the _basP vear multiplied by the budget enrollment 

1'i of the district for the budget year. Annually, the department 

lG of managempnt shall establish a modifled allowable growth for 

17 each such district equal to the difference between thp 

18 approved budget for the glfted and talented children program 

19 for tl1at district and the sum of the amount funded from the 

?0 distr1ct cost of the school district plus funds received from 

21 other sources. 

22 Sec. 8. Seccion 279.35, Code 1993, 1s amended to read as 

23 follows: 

7.4 279. 3'> PUBLICATION OF PROCEF.OINGS. 

25 The proceedings of each regular, adjourned, or special 

26 meeting of the board, including the schedule of bills allowed, 

27 shdll be published after ~he adjournment of the me~t~ng in the 

28 ffici~ner provided in this section and section 279.36, and the 

29 publication of the schedule of the bills allowed shall incl~de 

10 a !1st of claims allowed, including salary claims for se~~1ces 

Jl perfonr.ec. The schedule of bills allowed may be published on 

32 a once monthly basis in lieu of publication with tne 

Jl proceedings of each meet1ng of the board. rne list of claims 

34 dl1owcd shal~ i:~~~ude the :lame of the persor~ or firm maki~g 

JS tile claire, the purposp c~ the cla~m, and the a~ount of the 

-~-
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1 claim. However, salaries paid to individuals regularly 

7. employed by the d:strict shall only be published annually and 

3 the publication sha:l :nclude ~he total amount of the annual 

4 salary of each employee. The secretary, within two weeKS 

5 followi~g the ad'ournnent of tne meeting, shall furnish a copy 

6 of the proceed1~gs r.o be published w~thin-twe-wee~~-Ee~lew~ng 

7 the-6d,o~~nment-ef-the-meeting. 

8 Sec. 9. Section 280.4, Code 1993, lS amended by striking 

9 the section and inser~ing Ih lieu thereof the following: 

10 280.4 LIMITED ENGLISrt PROFICIENCY -- WEIGHTING. 

ll l. The med:um of instruction in all secular subJects 

12 taught in both publiC and nonpublic schools shall be the 

13 English language, except whe~ tne use of a foreign language 1s 

14 deemed appropr1ate :n the teaching of any subject or when the 

15 student is limited English profic1ent. When the student is 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

16 limited English profic:ent, ooth public a~d nonpublic schoo~s 

shall provide spec1al 1nstruct1on, which shall 1nclude but 

need not be limited to either instruction 1n English as a 

second language or transitiona: bilingual instruction until 

the student is fully English proficient or demonstrates a 

functional abil1ty to speak, read, write, and understand the 

English language. As used tn tnis section, "limited English 

23 proficient" means a student's language background is in a 

24 language other than English, and the student's proficiency In 

25 English is such that the probability of the student's academic 

26 success in an ~ngltsh-only classroom 1s below that of an 

27 academically successful peer with an English language 

28 bac~ground. "Fully English proficient" means a student who 1s 

29 able to read, understand, write, and speak the Er.gl1sh 

30 lang~age and to use English to ask questions, to understand 

31 teachers and readtng materials, to test ideas, and to 

32 challenge what is being asked :n the classroom. 

33 2. The department of education snall adopt rules relat1ng 

34 to the identif1cat1on of limited English profictent students 

35 who require spectal tnstruc:ion under this sect1on and to 
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l application procedures for funds available under this sectiOil. 

2 3. In order to provide funds for the excess costs of 

3 instruction of limited English proficient students above the 

4 costs of instruction of pupils in a regular curriculum, 

5 sLudents identified as limited English proficient shall be 

6 assigned an addiLional weighting that shall be included 1n che 

7 weighted enrollment of the school district of reside:1ce for a 

8 per:od not exceeding three years. However, the school budget 

9 review commit~ee may grant supplemental aid or modified 

10 allowable growch to a school district to continue funding a 

Il program for students after the expiration of the three-year 

12 period. The school budget review comm1ttee shall calculate 

13 lhe additional amount for the we1ghting to the nearesc one-

14 hundredth of one percent so that to the extent possible the 

15 moneys generated by the weighling will be equivalent t:.J the 

16 moneys generated by the two-tenths weigh r. i ng provided prior 

17 July 2' 1991. 

18 Sec. 10. Section 285.1, subsect1on l, Code 1993, lS 

follow1ng new paragraph: 19 amended by adding the 

20 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. Children attending prekindergarten 

to 

21 programs offered or sponsored by the district may be provided 

22 transportation services. 

21 Sec. 11. Section 285.10, subsection 7, paragraph b, Code 

24 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

25 b. May purchase buses and enter 1nto cor1tract to pay for 

26 such buses over a five-year period as follows: One-fourth of 

27 Lhe cost when the bus is delivered and the bdlance in equal 

2R anntial itlstallments, plus simple interest due. The interest 

79 rate s:lall be the lowest rat@ available and shall not exceed 

JO ::ne rdte ln etfect under section 74A.2. The bus shall serve 

J: ~3 sec~rity for ba:2ncE due. 3as-becl±en-and-e~essis-shali-be 

JL p~rehe~~d-on-~epdzete-co~~~Hets Comoetitive b1ds ~~ cotnoarable 
--~ ----- ----- -·---===~==-"-'= 

~~ ~ eqv_ipr:0i~t ?h~i_l be .£~~~2d oc_a~l sc_~?ol Ou~~~- ?-r.d 

3·1 :hass~s purchas~s a~~ s~all be base~ t~Dc~ ~i,iffi;Jm c~nstruction ------ ·----· --- ·- - ----------------·· 
~S Stdndards esta~!ished jv the deoa~tm~nt cZ educat:o~. 
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l Separate body and chass1s bids shall -~e requested unless the 

2 bus 1s constructed as an integral unit, 1nseparable as to body 

3 and chass1s, by the manufacturer or is a used or demonstrator 

4 bus. 

) Sec. 12. Section 291.2r Code 1993, is amended ny striking 

6 the sect10n and insert1ng in lieu chereof the following: 

7 291.2 BONDS 0? SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 

8 The secretary and treasurer, w1th1n ten days afte~ 

9 appo1ntment and before enter•ng upon the duties of the off1ce, 

10 shall execute to the school corporat1on a surecy bond in an 

ll amount sufficient to cover current operations. All such bonds 

12 shall be continued to the faithful discharge of the duties of 

13 the office. The amount and suff1ciency of all bonds shall be 

14 determined by the board and shall be filed w1th the president. 

15 The cost of the surety bond shall be paid by the school 

16 corporation. If a single person serves as secretary and 

17 treasurer, pursuant to section 279.3 or 260C.l2, only one bond 

18 1s necessary for that person. The secretary a~d treasurer may 

19 g1ve bond under a single bond covering other employees of the 

20 distr1ct. 

21 Sec. 13. Sect10n 321.375, subsection 2, paragraph d, Code 

22 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

23 d. The commission of or conviction for a public offense as 

24 def1ned by the Iowa cr1minal code, if the offense 1s releva~t 

25 to and affects driving ability, or if the offense 1ncludes 

26 sexual 1nvolvement w1th a minor student w1th the :ntent to 

27 comm1t acts and practices proscribed under sections 709.2 

28 through 709.4, section 709.8, and sections 725.1 through 

29 725.3, or 1s a v1olat1on of the rules of the department of 

30 education adopted to :mplement section 280.17. 

31 Sec. 14. Sect1on 321.376, subsection 1, Code 1993, 1s 

32 amended to read as follows: 

33 l. ~he-dr~ve~-of-6-~enoo~-~~s-shaii-noid-a-~ehooi-b~a 

34 driver~~-~erm~t-~~~~ed-ann~airy-oy-the-department-of-ed~eation 

35 and-a-driveri~-i±een~e-~sa~ed-by-tne-depa~tment-of 

-8-
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: ~~enspo~tetien-?er±d-io~-the-epe~ation-ei-the-sehoor-btlS• The 

2 drivPr of a school bus ~h_9ll hold~~i~e..£.:~.~-icense issued~ 

3 the d_e29_!_lm~,.,_t,_pf transoortation valid for t}1e o2eratioP. of 

4 lhe school b'!_S and ,;hall hold a school bus driver's permit 

5 ; ssued ny the depa ~ ~~~nt ~~~dt.!~~!.£~ when --~_ran~<.2..r ~iE.9 

6 ;'?c_uci_~.n~_ or adult passe!1gers to or from school act1virj~~ The 

7 department of ed~cation shall charge a fee tor the issuance of 

8 a school bus driver's permit in the amou~t of five dollars, 

9 which shall be deposited in the general fund of the state. A 

10 person holding a temporary restricted license issued under 

I~ chapter 32lJ shall be prohibited from oper~ting a school bus. 

12 The department of education shall revoke or refuse to issue a 

13 penait to any person who, after notice a:1d o:oportunity for 

14 hearing, is determined to have committed any of the acts 

15 proscribed under section 321.375, subsection 2. The 

16 department of education shall recommend, and the state board 

17 of education shall adopt under chapter l7A, rules and 

18 procedures for the revocation and issuance of perm1ts to 

19 personR. Rules and procedures adopted shall include, but are 

20 not limited to, provisions for the revocation of, or refusal 

21 to issue, permits to persons who are determined to have 

22 committed any of the acts proscribed under section 321.375, 

?3 subsection 2. 

24 EXPLANATION 

75 Th:s bill relates to school administration, accreditation, 

26 tJnance, and transportation and amends the enumerated Code 

27 sections as follows: 

28 Se_ct_lOn 11.6, suk)section 4, pa.£<'1.9.raph d. Provides that de-

79 partn,~nt of education-req~ested Judits be paid from audit 

30 filing fees. 

:ll Se~.j.on 256.9, subsection 51, new paragraphs d, e, f, g. 

~2 °rov1d0s Q ~echanism whereby schools and school d:stricts may 

JJ ~ee~ exemptions from spec:fic standards for ~he purpose of 
"!t.. • t• . - tmp ..... c.Tt;.::.n tng a c~nprr::nens1ve school transform~!:ion plar1. 

jfj -~E>cti-')n 2'15. L L, subsc-ctio~ __ 5, 8araqrapr, -~!_unn-.!mS2~red pa::-_~.= 
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1 ~~~· Limits to one semester or trimester the period of 

2 time a twelfth grade student can seek to be excused from 

3 physical education. 

4 Section 256.11, su~Eection 10. Provides for desk and s1te 

5 aud1ts of accredited schools oy the department of education. 

6 Desk audits are to be comple:ed annually witn on-site audits 

7 conducted at least every f1ve years. 

8 Section 256. ll, subsection 12. Provides that the 

9 accreditat1on commi:tee shall specify whether 

10 district remains accred1ted and 1f not, under 

a school 

what conditions 

11 1t remains accredited. A rece1vership option for the 

12 rema1nder of a school year is provided for. 

13 Section 257.45. Provides that the depart~ent of education 

15 

16 

14 may grant an extension of the deadline by which a school 

district may request additional allowable growth for gifted 

and talented programs. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Section 257.46. Provides a formula for calculating gifted 

and talented program budgets. 

Section 279.35. Prov1des that the proceedings of all 

meet1ngs of a school boa~d be sent to the publisher within two 

weeks of the meet1ng by the secretary. 

22 

23 

24 

Sect1on 280.4. Defines l1m1ted Engl1sh proficient and 

fully English proficient and continues the current weighting 

for l1mited English prof1cient students under the school a1d 

25 formula. 

26 Section 285.1, subsection 1, paragraph c. Provides that a 

27 district may provide transportation for children attending 

28 prekindergarten programs sponsored by the distr1ct. 

29 Sect1on 285.10, subsection 7, paragraph b. Allows for 

30 school bus bodies and chass1s to be purchased on the same 

31 contract and requ1res competitive bidding. 

32 Section 291.2. Provides for surety bond coverage for the 

33 school d1str1ct secretary and treas~rer with the amount to oe 

34 determined by the board and paid for by the school 

3S corporation. 
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l Sect~on 32L}7_5! •. !'~E>section 2, paragra~~· Provides that 

2 a violation of the rules of the department ~f education is 

3 grounds for immediate suspension of a school bus driver from 

1 duty. 

5 Sectio~_321.376, subsection l. Allows for driving an empty 

6 school bus with a valid driver's license. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

12 

13 

34 

35 
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SENATE FILE 226 
FISCAL NOTE 

A fiscal note for Senate File 226 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 
17. Data used in developing this fiscat note is available from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

Senate File 226 relates to school administration, accreditation, finance, 
transportation, and official newspaper publication. In regards to fiscal 
impact, this bill changes the way that funds for talented and gifted programs 
are generated. Current law calculates talented and gifted program funding by 
multiplying one and two-tenths percent of the district's cost per pupil for the 
budget year by a district's budget enrollment for the budget year. This bill 
would change the calculation of talented and gifted programs by multiplying one 
and twenty-four hundredths percent of the district's cost ~er pupil for the 
base year (budget year just being completed compared to current law using 
upcoming budget year) times the budget enrollment for the budget year (same as 
current law). 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. That all school districts participate 1n talented and gifted programs. 

2. That the budget enrollment for FY 1995 is held constant at the FY 1994 
level. 

3. That funding for talented and gifted programs comes exclusively from 
property taxes. 

4. 

5. 

That 
of the 
being 
based 

the talented and gifted programs funding per pupil is based on 1.24% 
district's cost per pupil for the base year or the budget year just 
completed. Current law talented and gifted funding per pupil is 
on 1.2% of the district's cost per pupil for the budget year or the 

upcoming budget year. 

That 
for 

the budget enrollment multiplied by the percent of the district cost 
talented and gifted programs is for the budget year or the upcoming 

budget year. 

6. That the allowable growth factor is 2.1% for FY 1994 and 0.0% for FY 1995. 

7. That the portion of the bill impacting talented and gifted programs takes 
effect in FY 1995. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Senate File 226 is estimated to increase funding for local school districts by 
a maximum of $700,000 for talented and gifted programs in FY 1995. This 
increase would be funded by property taxes exclusively. (LSB l214sv, SOH) 
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PAGE 2 , FISCAL NOTE, SENATE FILE 226 
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SENATE FILE 226 
S-3178 

Amend Senate File 226 as follows: , 
1. Page 4, by inserting after line 11 the fol-

lowing: 
4 "Sec. Section 257.42, unnumbered paragraphs 1 
5 and 4, Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 
6 Boards of school districts, individually or jointly 
7 with the boards of other school districts, requesting 
8 to use additional allowable growth and income surtax 
9 for gifted and talented children programs, may 

10 annually submit program plans for gifted and talented 
11 children programs and budget costs, including requests 
12 for additional allowable growth and income surtax for 
13 funding the programs, to the department of education 
14 and to the applicable gifted and talented children 
15 advisory council, if an advisory council has been 
16 established, as provided in this chapter. 
17 The department of education shall adopt rules under 
18 chapter 17A relating to the administration of sections 
19 257.42 through 257.49. The rules shall prescribe the 
20 format of program plans submitted under section 257.43 
21 and shall require that programs fulfill specified 
22 objectives. The department shall encourage and assist 
23 school districts to provide programs for gifted and 
24 talented children whether or not additional allowable 
25 growth ±~ and income surtax are requested under this 

chapter." 
2. Page 4, line 16, by inserting after the word 

growth" the following: "and income sur tax". 
3. Page 4, line 33, by inserting after the word 

30 "growth" the following: "and income surtax". 
31 4. Page 5, line 8, by striking the word "one-
32 fourth" and inserting the following: "orte-~otlr-tn one-
33 eighth". 
34 5. Page 5, line 9, by striking the word "three-
35 fourths" and inserting the following: "tnr-ee-~otlr-tn~ 
36 three-eighths". 
37 6. Page 5, line 10, by inserting after the figure 
38 "257.8" the following: "and four-eighths from an 
39 income surtax". 
40 7. Page 5, line 20, by inserting after the words 
41 "school district" the following: ", funds from the 
42 income surtax,". 
43 8. Page 5, by inserting after line 21 the follow-
44 ing: 
45 "The department of management shall determine the 
46 amount of funding needed from the income surtax and 
47 based upon the individual state income tax paid shall 
48 certify to the director of revenue and finance the 
49 amount of the income surtax to be imposed. The income 
50 surtax shall be imposed on the state individual income 
S-3178 -1-
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1 tax for the calendar year during which the school's 
2 budget year begins, or for a taxpayer's fiscal year 
3 ending during the second half of that calendar year 
4 and after the date the board receives aoproval for the 
5 program or the first half of the succeeding calendar 
6 year, and shall be imoosed on all individuals residing 
7 in the school district on the last day of the 
8 applicable tax year. As used in this section, ''state 
9 individual income tax" means the taxes computed under 

10 section 422.5, less the credits allowed in chapter 
11 422, division II. 
12 The provisions of sections 257.22 to 257.26 aooly 
13 to the administration of the income surtax in the same 
14 manner as if this ~ncome surtax was the instruct~onal 
15 support income surtax within the meaning of those 
16 sections." 
By H. KAY HEDGE RAY TAYLOR 

BERL E. PRIEBE EMIL J. HUSAK 

S-3178 FILED MARCH 22, 1993 
ADOPTED 

SENATE FILE 226 
S-3235 

1 Amend Senate File 226 as follows: 
2 1. Page 9, by 1nsert1ng after line 23 the 

Page 5 

3 ~ollow1ng: 
4 ''Sec. 201. 1992 Iowa Acts, chapter 1159, section 
5 6, 1s repealed. 
6 Sec. . EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 201 of this 
7 Ac~, oe1ng deemed of :~~ediate 1mportance, taKes 
8 effect upon enactment." 
9 2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 

10 word ''publication" the following: "and prov1d1ng an 
~1 effective date''. 
12 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

By MIKE CONNOLLY 

S-3235 FILED MARCH 24, 1993 
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1 Amend S~nate File 226 as follows: 
2 l. By striking everything after the enac~ing 
3 clause and inserting the foll~wing: 
4 "Section l. Section 256.11, subsection 10, 
5 unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, is amended by 
6 striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof 
7 the following: 
8 Phase I shall consist of annual monitoring by the 
9 department .of education of all accredited schools and 

10 school districts for compliance with accreditation 
standards adopted by the state board of education as 
provided· in this section. The phase I monitoring 
requires that accredited schools and school districts 
annually complete accreditation compliance forms 
adopted by the state board and file them with the 
department of education. Phase I monitoring requires 
a comprehensive desk audit of all accredited schools 
and school districts including review of accreditation 
compliance forms, accreditation visit reports, methods 
of administration reports, and reports submitted in 
compliance with sections 280.12 and 280.18. 

ll 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

The department shall conduct site visits to schools 
and school districts to address accreditation issues 
identified in the desk audit. Such a visit may be 
conducted by an individual departmental consultant or 
may be a comprehensive site visit by a team of 
departmental consultants and other educational 
professionals. The purpose of a comprehensive site 
visit is to determine that a district is in compliance 
with minimum standards and to provide a general 
assessment of educational practices in a school or 
school district and make rec0nmendations with regard 
to the visit findings for the purposes of improving 
educationa} practices above the level of minimum 
compliance. The department shall establish a long­
term schedule of site visits that includes visits of 
all accredited schools and school districts at least 
once every five years. 

Sec. 2. Section 256.11, subsection 12, Code 1993, 
is amended to read as follows: 

12. During the period of time specified in the 
plan for its implementation by a school district or 
nonpublic school, the ~ehoo~-o~ school district or 
school remains accredited. The accreditation 
co~~ittee shall revisit :he school district or 

46 nor.p~b:ic school a~d sha:l cetermine Hhether the 
47 deficlencies in the standards have been corrected and 
48 shall ma~e a report and reccnmendation to ~he director 
49 and the state board. The cc~uittee recommendation 
50 shall specify whether ~he school district or school 
S-3556 ~ 
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~ shall rema~n accredi:ed or ~nde= wha: ccndit:ons :he 
2 distr~ct ~ay remaln accredi~ed. ~he conditions may 
3 ~nclude, Out are not llmi:eC tc, orovidl~9 temoorary 
4 o?e~siq~: authority, ope=at:c~al authority, or both 
5 ove~siqht and ooerationa: authority :o :ne o:~ec~or 
6 a~d t~e s:ate board ~or so~e o~ a:: asoects cE the 
7 scnoo: distric~ coeration, in order to bri~q the 
8 school district '~to complia~ce w1th ~intmum 
9 standards. The state board shall rev:ew the report 

lO a~d :eco~~endatton, may request additiona: 
ll :~forrr.atton, a~d s~all decermtne whether the 
:2 def1c1encies have been corrected. If the deficienctes 
~3 have not bee~ corrected, and the conditional 
:4 accreditatlon alter~atives contatned in the reoort are 
~5 ~ot mut~ally acceotable to the local board and the 
16 state boa=d, the state board shall merge the territory 
17 ~f the school dist•ict with one or more cont1guous 
18 schoo: d1stricts at :ne end of the sc~ool year. 
19 Dtvis:on of assets and liabilities of tne school 
20 dts'~~c~ shall be as prov1ded in sections 275.29 
21 through 275.31. Until the merger is completed, and 
22 subiect :o a dec1sic~ ov the state board of ed~cation, 
23 tne school district snall oav t~ition for Lts resident 
24 st~de~ts c0 a~ accred1ted Schoo~ dist:ic~ under 
25 secc~c~ 282.24. Sowever, :~ lieu of meraer and 
26 oavment oE tui~icn ov a r.o~accredited school dist::ct, 
27 the state board mav place a district under 
28 receive:shtP f~r ~he remai~der of the school yea:. 
29 ~he receivershiP shall be under the direct suoervision 
30 a~d author:tv ~E the directc:. :he dec:sion of 
31 ~he~r.er :c me~=e :~e schcc~ d!stric: ar.d :ecu:re 
32 oavment c~ :ui::o~ fo~ the district's s:~de~ts or to 
33 c:ace t~e district ~nder receiversn:o shall be based 
34 ~oc~ a deter~:~at~o~ bv :~e s:ate boa~d of the best 
35 i~te:est; c~ ~ne students, oarents, res:den:s of the 
36 cC:':":.rn\..:r.it·/, te~chers, admin:s:~a:crs, ar:d board members 
37 c: t~e C~st~ic~ and ~~e ~eccrr$e~datic~s o£ the 
38 acc:edi~a::o~ corr~i:~ee a~C ~he direccor. If t~e 
39 state Oc~:d dec:a~es a no~nub~ic sc~oo: ~o be 
40 nc~accred~:ed, :he ~enoval o~ accred:ta~~c~ shall :ake 
41 e::ec~ c~ :he date es:ab:ished Oy tte resolutlon oE 
42 tte s~ate boa~d, w~:ch sha:l be no later t~an ~he end 
43 of :~e s~r.~ol vear ~n wr.:ch the ~cnoublic school is 
44 decla~ed t~ be ~onaccredited. 
45 Sec. 3. Sec:ion 280.4, Code 1993, :s amended by 
46 s:~:<:~~ :~e sec::~~ a~C i~sert1~g in :ieu tte~eof the 
47 fo:.:ow:r~<;: 

48 288.~ L:~~:EJ ~~G~ISH ?RO?ICIENCY -- ~EIGH~ING. 

-*9 
50 s:.;;, 
S-3556 

T~e med~~m of i~structio~ i~ all secular 
eccs ~augn~ in both public and ~onpub:ic schools 
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shall be the Engl~sh language, except when the use of 
a foretgn language ts deemed approprtate in the 
teaching of any subJect or when the student is limited 
English proftcient. When the student is l1m1ted 

5 English proftcient, both public and nonpuol1c schools 
6 shall provide special instruction, which shall tnclude 
7 but need not be limited to either instruction 1n 
8 English as a second language or trans1tional oilingual 
9 1nstruct1on until the student is fully English 

10 proficient or demonstrates a functtonal ability to 
ll speaK, read, write, and understand the Engltsh 
12 language. As used in this section, "lim1ted Engltsh 
13 proficient" means a student's :anguage background ts 
14 1n a language other than English, and the student's 
15 proficiency in English is such that the probabi~ity of 
16 the student's academic success tn an Engltsh-only 
17 classroom 1s below that of an academically successful 
18 peer wtth an Engltsh :anguage background. ''Fully 
19 Engltsh proficient'' means a student who 1s able to 
20 read, understand, write, and speak the Englisn 

language and to use English to ask questtons, co 
understand teachers and readtng materials, to test 
ideas, and to challenge what is being asked tn ~he 
classroom. 

2. The deoartment of education shall adoot rules 
relating to the identtfication of limited Engltsh 
prof:cient students who require special instruction 
under thts section and to application procedures for 

29 funds available under this section. 
30 3. In order to provide funds £or the excess costs 
31 of tnstruct:on of l1m1ted English proficient students 
32 above the costs of instructton of pupils in a regular 
33 cur~iculum, students ~denttfied as limtted English 
34 prof:c1ent shall oe assigned an addittonal wetghting 
35 that shall be tncluded tn the we:ghted enrollment of 
36 tne scnool distrtc: o: restdence for a period not 
37 exceedtng three years. rtowever, the school budget 
38 review comrn1ttee may grant supplemental aid or 
39 modifted allowable growt~ to a school district to 
40 cont1nue funding a program for students after the 
41 expiration of the three-year period. The school 
42 budget review comm1ttee shall calculate the addit1onal 
43 amount for the weighttng to the nearest one-hundredth 
44 of one percent so that to the extent possible the 
45 moneys generated by the weighttng will be equivalent 
46 to the moneys generated by the two-tenths weighting 
47 prov1ded pr1or to July 2, 1991. 
48 Sec. 4. Sect1on 285.1, subsection l, Code 1993, is 
49 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 
50 ~EW PARAGRAPH. c. Children attending 

556 -3-
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l preklndergarte~ prog:a~s o~fered cr sponso:ed by the 
2 discr1ct may be ~rovided tra~sportat1or. serv1ces. 
3 Sec. s. Section 285.~0, subseCtlO~ 7, paragraph o, 
4 Code l993, is amended to read as follows: 
5 b. May p~rchase buses and e~ter 1nto cor.t(aC~ to 
6 pay for sue~ buses ove~ a five-year period as ~allows: 
7 One-fourt~ of the cos~ whe~ the b~s is del1vered and 
8 the balance in equal annual installments, plus simple 
9 inte~es~ due. The interest ra:e shal~ be tne lowes: 

10 rate available and shall not exceed the rate •~ effect 
ll under sectio~ 74A.2. The ous shall serve as sec~rity 
12 for balance due. 3~s-~e~Yes-6nd-e~ese~s-she±~-be 
:3 ~~~e~esed-e~-ee~erete-ee~treets Comoet1tive b1ds on 
14 ccmoarable eau1oment shall be reauested o~ all scnool 
15 bus body and chassis purchases and shall be based upon 
16 m~~imun construction standards established bv the 
17 department of education. Separate body and chass1s 
l8 bids shall be reauested unless the bus is co~str~cted 
19 as an 1~tegral unic, inse~arable as to body and 
20 chassis, by the manufacturer or is a used or 
21 demonstrator bus. 
22 Sec. 6. Sect•on 291.2, Code 1993, is amended by 
23 st:i~~ng tne section and lnserting 1n iieu thereof the 
24 follCWl~g: 
25 291.2 90NDS OF SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 
26 The secretary and treasurer, w:tnin ten days after 
27 appoi~tme~t and before enter:ng upon the C~ties of the 
28 of:1ce, shall exec~te to :he school corporation a 
29 surety bond 1n a~ a~ou~t sufficien: to cover curren: 
30 operat:ons as decer~ined by :he board. All such ~ends 
3: sha:l be cont:nued to ~he fa:thf~l discharge o: the 
32 duties of the off:ce. T~e amcu:.t and s~fficie~cy of 
33 all s~re:y bonds snall be dete:m:ned and approved by 
34 t~e board and shall be f:~ed w:th cne pres1dent. The 
35 C8st of the surety Dor.d sna:: ~e paid by :he schoo: 
36 cc~pcration. :f a s:ngle ?erson serves as secreta:y 
37 and :reasu:er, pursuant to sec::cn 2i9.3 or 260C.l2, 
38 only one bor.d :s ~ecessary for that persor.. ~he 
39 secretary and :reasure: may g1ve bond under a single 
40 bond cover1ng other e~ployees of the d~str:ct. 
41 Sec. 7. Sect1on 291.7, Code 1993, :s amended to 
42 read as follows: 
43 291.7 MONTHLY RECEIPTS, DISBURSEMEN7S, AND 
44 BALANCES. 
45 T~e sec:eta~y of each district sha:: f:le monthly, 
~6 o~-e~-~efe~e-~~e-~e~~~-ee~-e~-eae~-~e~e~, witn the 
~7 bca:d of c:recLors, a CJmPle:e s~ace~ent Jf all 
48 :~ce1p~s anci CisOu:se~en:s from the various :u~ds 
49 d~rin~ ~he preceCi~g TJCntt, a~d also the balance 
50 re~ain:ng on hand 1n :he vacious funds at ~ne c:ose of 
S-3556 -4-
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l the period covered by ~a~d the statement, which 
2 monchly statements shall be open to public inspect:on. 
3 Sec. 8. Section 321.375, subsect1on 2, paragraph 
4 d, Code 1993, 1s amended to read as follows: 
5 d. The commiss1on of or convict1cn for a public 
6 offense as defined by the Iowa c:1m1nal code, ~f the 
7 offense is relevant to and affects dr:vir.g ability, or 
8 i: the offense 1nc1udes sexual involvement with a 
9 minor student with the intent to co~~it acts and 

10 practices proscribed under sections 709.2 through 
l1 709.4, sect1on 709.8, and sect1ons 725.1 througn 
12 725.3, or 1s a vio~ation of the rules of the 
13 department of education adooted to imolement section 
14 280.17. 
15 Sec. 9. Section 321.376, suosection l, Code 1993, 
16 is amended to read as follows: 
17 1. Phe-c~~ver-e~-a-se~ee±-bas-sha±!-ho±d-a-sehee± 
l8 btl~-c~~ve~~s-~er~:t-~~~aec-anntla±!y-by-the-ce~a~t~ent 
19 ef-ecaeatien-end-a-c~iver~s-±ieenee-ie~tled-by-the 
20 deoart~ent-ef-tran~oe~tat~on-ve±id-fe~-the-oeera~~en 
21 ef:the-~ehee!-bae~ ·The driver of a school b~s shall 
22 hold a dr1ver's :icense issued by the department c: 
23 transocrtation valid for the operation of the school 
24 bus and shall hold a school bus driver's oec~it :ssued 
25 oy ~he deparcme~~ of education whe~ tra~sportlng 
26 studen: or adult passengers to or from school 
27 activities. The depa:tment of educat~on shall charge 
28 a Eee for the issuance of a school bus driver's permit 
29 i~ the amount of f~ve dollars, which shall be 
30 deposited in the general fund of the state. A person 
31 holding a temporary restricted license issued under 
32 chaocer 3210 shall be oroh1bi:ed frorr. ooerating a 
33 schOol bus. The department of education shall revoke 
34 or reE~se to :ssue a pe~mi~ to any person whc, after 
35 notice and oppor:un1ty for hear1ng, is deter~ined to 
36 nave corr~:tted a~y of the acts ?rcscrioed under 
37 sect:on 321.375, subsection 2. The depar:~ent of 
38 educacion snall reco~~end, and the state beard of 
39 education shall adoot under cnaPcer l7A, rules and 
40 ~rocedures for tne ~evocat1cn a;d issuance of permits 
41 to persons. Rules and procedures adopted shali 
42 include, but are not l1mited to, provisio~s for the 
43 revocat1on of, or re:usal :o issue, permits to persons 
44 who are determined to have corr~itted any of the acts 
45 proscribed under sect1on 321.375, subsection 2. 
46 Sec. lO. REPEAL. 1992 iowa Acts, chapter 1~59, 
47 sec~ic~ 5, is :apealz~. 
48 Sec. ll. E:FECTIVE JATE. Section 10 of th s Act, 
49 being deemed of 1rr~ediate ~mpor:ance, takes ef ect 
50 upon enact~e~t.'' 
S-3556 -5-
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l 2. Title page, by str1~1r.g ::ne 2 a~a 1nse:cing 
2 the Ecllowlng: ''transpcrta:1cn, and providing 
3 effective and applicability dates.'' 

By MIKE CONNOLLY 

S-3556 F:LED APRIL 20, l993 
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1 Section 1. Section 11.6, subsection 4, Code 1993, is 
2 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 
3 NEW PARAGRAPH. d. The auditor of the state receives from 
4 the director of the department of education a written request 
5 for an audit of a community college or a school corporation 
6 pursuant to section 256.9, subsection 19. 
7 

8 

9 

Sec. 2. Section 256.9, subsection 51, Code 1993, is 
amended by adding the following new paragraphs: 

NEW PARAGRAPH. d. Discussion of the focus on the improve-
10 ment of student achievement and the attainment of student 

11 achievement goals under sections 280.12 and 280.18. 
12 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. Identification of assessment methods to 
13 be used in determining the success of the program and the 
14 impact on student achievement. 
15 NEW PARAGRAPH. f. Description of 
16 the district's phase III plan and the 

transformation plan. 

the relationship between 
comprehensive school 

17 

18 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. Plans for periodic reports to the 
19 department of education and the community. 

20 Sec. 3. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph g, 
21 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as 
22 follows: 
23 All students physically able shall be required to 
24 participate in physical education activities during each 
25 semester they are enrolled in school except as otherwise 
26 provided in this paragraph. A minimum of one-eighth unit each 

27 semester is required. A twelfth grade student who meets the 
28 requirements of this paragraph may be excused from the 
29 physical education requirement for up to one semester, 
30 trimester, or the equivalent of a semester or trimester, per 
31 year, by the principal of the school in which the student is 
32 enrolled if the parent or guardian of the student requests in 
33 writing that the student be excused from the physical 
34 education requirement. A student who wishes to be excused 
35 from the physical education requirement must be seeking to be 
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l excused in order to enroll in academic courses not otherwise 
2 available to the student, or be enrolled or participating in 
3 one of the following: 
4 Sec. 4. Section 256.11, subsection 10, unnumbered 
5 paragraph 2, Code 1993, is amended by striking the paragraph 
6 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
7 Phase I shall consist of annual monitoring by the 
8 department of education of all accredited schools and school 
9 districts for compliance with accreditation standards adopted 

10 by the state board of education as provided in this section. 
11 The phase 1 monitoring requires that accredited schools and 
12 school districts annually complete accreditation compliance 

13 forms adopted by the state board and file them with the 
14 department of education. 

15 comprehensive desk audit 

Phase I monitoring requires a 
of all accredited schools and school 

16 districts including review of accreditation compliance forms, 

17 accreditation visit reports, methods of administration 
18 reports, and reports submitted in compliance with sections 
19 280,12 and 280.18. 
20 The department shall conduct site visits to schools and 
21 school districts to address accreditation issues identified in 
22 the desk audit. Such a visit may be conducted by an 
23 individual departmental consultant or may be a comprehensive 
24 site visit by a team of departmental consultants and other 
25 educational professionals. The purpose of a comprehensive 
26 site visit is to determine that a district is in compliance 
27 with minimum standards and to provide a general assessment of 
28 educational practices in a school or school district and make 
29 recommendations with regard to the visit findings for the 
30 purposes of improving educational practices above the level of 
31 minimum compliance. The department shall establish a long-
32 term schedule of site visits that includes visits of all 
33 accredited schools and school districts at least once every 

34 five years; 
35 Sec. 5. Section 256.11, subsection 12, Code 1993, is 
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1 amended to read as follows: 

2 12. During the period of time specified in the plan for 

3 its implementation by a school district or nonpublic school, 

4 the schoo%-o~ school district or school remains accredited. 

5 The accreditation committee shall revisit the school district 
6 or nonpublic school and shall determine whether the 
7 deficiencies in the standards have been corrected and shall 
8 m~ke a report and recommendation to the director and the state 
9 board. The committee recommendation shall specify whether the 

10 school district or school shall remain accredited or under 

11 what conditions the district may remain accredited. The con-

12 ditions may include, but are not limited to, providing 

13 temporary oversight authority, operational authority, or both 

14 oversight and operational authority to the director and the 

15 state board for some or all aspects of the school district 

16 operation, in order to bring the school district into 
17 compliance with minimum standards. The state board shall 
18 review the report and recommendation, may request additional 

19 information, and shall determine whether the deficiencies have 

20 been corrected. If the deficiencies have not been corrected, 

21 and the alternatives contained in the report are not 
22 acceptable, the state board shall merge the territory of the 

23 school district with one or more contiguous school districts 
24 at the end of the school year. Division of assets and 

25 liabilities of the school district shall be as provided in 
26 sections 275.29 through 275.31. Until the merger is 
27 completed, and subject to a decision by the state board of 
28 education, the school district shall pay tuition for its 

29 resident students to an accredited school district under 

30 section 282.24. However, in lieu of merger and payment of 

31 tuition by a nonaccredited school district, the state board 

32 may place a district under receivership for the remainder of 

33 the school year. The receivership shall be under the direct 
34 supervision and authority of the director. The decision of 
35 whether to merge the school district and require payment of 
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1 tuition for the district's students or to place the district 
2 under receivership shall be based upon a determination by the 
3 state board of the best interests of the students, parents, 

4 residents of the community, teachers, administrators, and 

5 board members of the district and the recommendations of the 
6 accreditation committee and the director. If the state board 

7 declares a nonpublic school to be nonaccredited, the removal 

8 of accreditation shall take effect on the date established by 

9 the resolution of the state board, which shall be no later 
10 than the end of the school year in which the nonpublic school 
11 is declared to be nonaccredited. 

12 Sec. 6. Section 257.11, Code 1993, is amended by adding 

13 the following new subsection: 
14 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. SHARED CURRICULUM SPECIALISTS. If a 
15 district was receiving additional weighting for sharing a cur-

16 riculum specialist under section 442.39, subsection 4, Code 

17 1991, and requested the assignment of supplementary weighting 

18 for a period of five years for the shared curriculum 

19 specialist prior to the September 1989 certified enrollment, 
20 the district may continue to request the assignment of 
21 supplementary weighting for an additional period of five 

22 years. The final date for requesting the assignment of 
23 supplementary weighting shall be September 1997 for those 

24 assignments beginning in 1988 and September 1998 for those 

25 assignments beginning in 1989. 
26 Sec. 7. Section 257.18, subsection 3, Code 1993, is 

27 amended to read as follows: 
28 3. Participation in an instructional support program is 

29 not affected by a change in the boundaries of the school 
30 district, except as otherwise provided in this section. If 

31 each school district involved in a school reorganization under 
32 chapter 275 has approved an instructional support program or 

33 the enrichment levy, pursuant to section 442.14, Code 1991, 

34 and if the voters have not voted upon the question of 

35 participation in the program in the reorganized district, the 
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1 instructional support program, or the enrichment levy as 
2 applicable, shall be in effect for the reorganized district 
3 that has been approved for the least amount and the shortest 
4 time in any 

5 Sec. 8. 
6 follows: 

of the districts. 

Section 257.45, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

7 257.45 SUBMISSION OF PROGRAM PLANS. 
8 The board of directors of a scho61 district requesting to 
9 use additional allowable growth for gifted and talented 

10 children programs shall submit applications for approval for 
11 the programs to the department not later than November 1 

12 preceding the fiscal year during which the program will be 

13 offered unless the department has granted the district an 

14 extension of the deadline. The board shall also submit a copy 
15 of the program plans to the gifted and talented children 

16 advisory council, if an advisory council has been established. 

17 The department shall review the program plans and shall ~~±o~ 
18 to-aantla~y-%5 either grant approval for the program or return 

19 the request for approval with comments of the department 
20 included. Any unapproved request for a program may be 

21 resubmitted with modifications to the department not later 

22 than P@~~tla~y-% a date set by the department. Not later than 

23 February 15 the department shall notify the department of 
24 management and the school budget review committee of the names 

25 of the school districts for which gifted and talented children 
26 programs using additional allowable growth for funding have 
27 been approved and the approved budget of each program listed 
28 separately for each school district having an approved 
29 program. 

30 Sec. 9. Section 257.46, Code 1993, is amended to read as 
31 follows: 

32 257.46 FUNDING. 

33 The budget of an approved gifted and talented children 

34 program for a school district, after subtracting funds 

35 received from other sources for that purpose, shall be funded 
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l annually on a basls of one-fourth or more from the district 
2 cost of the school district and up to three-fourths by an 
3 increase in allowable growth as defined in section 257.8. The 
4 approved budget for a gifted and talented children program 
5 shall not exceed an amount equal to one and ~we-~en~hs twenty-
6 four hundredths percent of the district cost per pupil of the 
7 district for the base year multiplied by the budget enrollment 
8 of the district for the budg£t year. Annually, the department 
9 of management shall establish a modified allowable growth for 

10 each such district equal to the difference between the 
ll approved budget for the gifted and talented children program 
12 for that district and the sum of the amount funded from the 
13 district cost of the school district plus funds received from 
14 other sources. 

15 Sec. 10. Section 279.35, Code 1993, is amended to read as 
16 follows: 
17 279.35 PUBLICATION OF PROCEEDINGS. 

18 The proceedings of each regular, adjourned, or special 
19 meeting of the board, including the schedule of bills allowed, 
20 shall be published after the adjournment of the meeting in the 

21 manner provided in this section and section 279.36, and the 
22 publication of the schedule of the bills allowed shall include 
23 a list of claims allowed, including salary claims for services 
24 performed. The schedule of bills allowed may be published on 
25 a once monthly basis in lieu of publication with the 
26 proceedings of each meeting of the board. The list of claims 
27 allowed shall include the name of the person or firm making 
28 the claim, the purpose of the claim, and the amount of the 
29 claim. However, salaries paid to individuals regularly 
30 employed by the district shall only be published annually and 
31 the publication shall include the total amount of the annual 
32 salary of each employee. The secretary, within two weeks 
33 following the adjournment of the meeting, shall furnish a copy 

34 of the proceedings to be published wi~hin-two-weeks-foiiowing 
35 ~he-aejotlrnment-of-the-meet±ng. 
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1 Sec. 11. Section 280.4, Code 1993, is amended by striking 

2 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

3 280.4 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY -- WEIGHTING. 

4 1. The medium of instruction in all secular subjects 

5 taught in both public and nonpublic schools shall be the 

6 English language, except when the use of a foreign language is 

7 deemed appropriate in the teaching of any subject or when the 

8 student is limited English proficient. When the student is 

9 limited English proficient, both public and nonpublic schools 

10 shall provide special instruction, which shall include but 

11 need not be limited to either instruction in English as a 
12 second language or transitional bilingual instruction until 

13 the student is fully English proficient or demonstrates a 

14 functional ability to speak, read, write, and understand the 

15 English language. As used in this section, "limited English 

16 proficient" means a student's language background is in a 

17 language other than English, and the student's proficiency in 

18 English is such that the probability of the student's academic 

19 success in an English-only classroom is below that of an 

20 academically successful peer with an English language 

21 background. "Fully English proficient" means a student who is 

22 able to read, understand, write, and speak the English 

23 language and to use English to ask questions, to understand 

24 teachers and reading materials, to test ideas, and to 

25 challenge what is being asked in the classroom. 

26 2. The department of education shall adopt rules relating 

27 to the identification of limited English proficient students 

28 who require special instruction under this section and to 

29 application procedures for funds available under this section. 

30 3. In order to provide funds for the excess costs of 

31 instruction of limited English proficient students above the 

32 costs of instruction of pupils in a regular curriculum, 

33 students identified as limited English proficient shall be 

34 assigned an additional weighting that shall be included in the 

35 weighted enrollment of the school district of residence for a 
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1 period not exceeding three years. However, the school budget 
2 review committee may grant supplemental aid or modified 
3 allowable growth to a school district to continue funding a 
4 program for students after the expiration of the three-year 
5 period. The school budget review committee shall calculate 
6 the additional amount for the weighting to the nearest one-
7 hundredth of one percent so that to the extent possible the 
8 moneys generated by the weighting will be equivalent to the 
9 moneys generated by the two-tenths weighting provided prior to 

10 July 2, 1991. 

11 Sec. 12. Section 285.1, subsection 1, Code 1993, is 
12 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

13 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. Children attending prekindergarten 
14 programs offered or sponsored by the district may be provided 
15 transportation services. 
16 Sec. 13. Section 285.10, subsection 7, paragraph b, Code 
17 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
18 b. May purchase buses and enter into contract to pay for 
19 such buses over a five-year period as follows: One-fourth of 
20 the cost when the bus is delivered and the balance in equal 

21 annual installments, plus simple interest due. The interest 
22 rate shall be the lowest rate available and shall not exceed 
23 the rate in effect under section 74A.2. The bus shall serve 
24 as security for balance due. B~~-bodie~-e"d-ehe~~i~-~ha±±-be 

25 p~reha~ed-o"-~eperate-eo"treet~ Competitive bids on comparable 
26 eguipment shall be requested on all school bus body and 
27 chassis purchases and shall be.based upon minimum construction 
28 standards established by the department of education. 
29 Separate body and chassis bids shall be requested unless the 
30 bus is constructed as an integral unit, inseparable as to body 
31 and chassis, by the manufacturer or is a used or demonstrator 

32 bus. 
33 Sec. 14. Section 291.2, Code 1993, is amended by striking 
34 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
35 291.2 BONDS OF SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 
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1 The secretary and treasurer, within ten days after 
2 appointment and before entering upon the duties of the office, 
3 shall execute to the school corporation a surety bond in an 
4 amount sufficient to cover current operations. All such bonds 
5 shall be continued to the faithful discharge of the duties of 
6 the office. The amount and sufficiency of all bonds shall be 
7 determined by the board and shall be filed with the president. 

8 The cost of the surety bond shall be paid by the school 
9 corporation. If a single person serves as secretary and 

10 treasurer, pursuant to section 279.3 or 260C.l2, only one bond 

11 is necessary for that person. The secretary and treasurer may 
12 give bond under a single bond covering other employees of the 
13 district. 
14 Sec. 15. Section 321.375, subsection 2, paragraph d, Code 
15 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
16 d. The commission of or conviction for a public offense as 
17 defined by the Iowa criminal code, if the offense is relevant 
18 to and affects driving ability, or if the offense includes 

19 sexual involvement with a minor student with the int~nt to 
20 commit acts and practices proscribed under sections 709.2 
21 through 709.4, section 709.8, and sections 725.1 through 
22 725.3, or is a violation of the rules of the department of 
23 education adopted to implement section 280.17. 
24 Sec. 16. Section 321.376, subsection 1, Code 1993, is 
25 amended to read as follows: 
26 1. ~he-driver-o£-a-~ehooi-b~~-~haii-hoid-a-~eheei-b~~ 

27 driver~~-permi~-i~~~ed-aftft~aiiy-by-~he-depar~meft~-o£-ed~eatioft 
28 aftd-a-driver~~-iieeft~e-i~~~ed-by-~he-departmeft~-e£ 
29 ~raft~porta~ioft-va%id-for-the-operatioft-of-the-~ehooi-b~9• The 
30 driver of a school bus shall hold a driver's license issued by 
31 the department of transportation valid for the operation of 

. 
32 the school bus and shall hold a school bus driver's permit 
33 issued by the department of education when transporting 
34 student or adult passengers to or from school activities. The 
35 department of education shall charge a fee for the issuance of 
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1 a school bus driver's permit in the amount of five dollars, 
2 which shall be deposited in the general fund of the state. A 
3 person holding a temporary restricted license issued under 
4 chapter 321J shall be prohibited from operating a school bus. 
5 The department of education shall revoke or refuse to issue a 
6 permit to any person who, after notice and opportunity for 
7 hearing, is determined to have committed any of the acts 
8 proscribed under section 321.375, subsection 2. The 
9 department of education shall recommend, and the state board 

10 of education shall adopt under chapter 17A, rules and 
11 procedures for the revocation and issuance of permits to 
12 persons. Rules and procedures adopted shall include, but are 
13 not limited to, provisions for the revocation of, or refusal 

14 to issue, permits to persons who are determined to have 
15 committed any of the acts proscribed under section 321.375, 
16 subsection 2. 
17 Sec. 17. Section 618.3, Code 1993, is amended by adding 
18 the following new subsection: 
19 NEW SUBSECTION. 5. Is subscribed to by a significant 
20 portion of the community. 
21 EXPLANATION 

22 This bill relates to school administration, accreditation, 
23 finance, and transportation and amends the enumerated Code 

24 sections as follows: 
25 Section 11.6, subsection 4, paragraph d. Provides that de-
26 partment of education-requested audits be paid from audit 
27 filing fees. 
28 Section 256.9, subsection 51, new paragraphs d, e, f, g. 
29 Provides a mechanism whereby schools and school districts may 
30 seek exemptions from specific standards for the purpose of 
31 implementing a comprehensive school transformation plan. 
32 Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph g, unnumbered para-

33 graph 1. Limits to one semester or trimester the period of 
34 time a twelfth grade student can seek to be excused from 
35 physical education. 
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1 Section 256.11, subsection 10. Provides for desk and site 

2 audits of accredited schools by the department of education. 

3 Desk audits are to be completed annually with on-site audits 

4 conducted at least every five years. 

5 Section 256.11, subsection 12. Provides that the 

6 accreditation committee shall specify whether a school 

7 district remains accredited and if not, under what conditions 

8 it remains accredited. A receivership option for the 

9 remainder of a school year is provided for. 

10 Section 257.11. Provides for a five-year extension of 

11 supplementary weighting for districts sharing a curriculum 

12 specialist. 

13 Section 257.18, subsection 3. Provides for the 

14 continuation of the enrichment levy in reorganized school 

15 districts and defines where the levy may be continued. 

16 Section 257.45. Provides that the department of education 

17 may grant an extension of the deadline by which a school 

18 district may request additional allowable growth for gifted 

19 and talented programs. 

20 Section 257.46. Provides a formula for calculating gifted 

21 and talented program budgets. 

22 Section 279.35. Provides that the proceedings of all 

23 meetings of a school board be sent to the publisher within two 

24 weeks of the meeting by the secretary. 

25 Section 280.4. Defines limited English proficient and 

26 fully English proficient and continues the current weighting 

27 for limited English proficient students under the school aid 

28 formula. 

29 Section 285.1, subsection 1, paragraph c. Provides that a 

30 district may provide transportation for children attending 

31 prekindergarten programs sponsored by the district. 

32 Section 285.10, subsection 7, .paragraph b. Allows for 

33 school bus bodies and chassis to be purchased on the same 

34 contract and requires competitive bidding. 
35 Section 291.2. Provides for surety bond 'coverage for the 
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1 school district secretary and treasurer with the amount to be 
2 determined by the board and paid for by the school 
3 corporation. 

4 Section 321.375, subsection 2, paragraph d. Provides that 
5 a violation of the rules of the department of education is 
6 grounds for immediate suspension of a school bus driver from 
7 duty. 

8 Section 321.376, subsection 1. Allows for driving an empty 
9 school bus with a valid driver's license. 

10 Section 618.3, subsection 5. Adds requirement that a 
ll newspaper used for official publications shall be subscribed 
12 to by a significant 
13 
14 

portion of the community. 
BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

15 Section l specifies that department of education requested 
16 audits be paid from audit filing fees. The Code currently 
17 gives the right to the DE to request an audit or reaudit of a 
18 school corporation but does not specify how the fee would be 
19 paid. This new subsection clarifies the payment source. 
20 Section 2, developed at the direction of the general 
21 assembly, provides a mechanism whereby school districts and 
22 schools may seek exemptions from specific standards for the 
23 purpose of implementing a comprehensive school transformation 

24 plan. 
25 Section 3 provides corrective language which limits to one 
26 semester the period of time a twelfth grade student can seek 
27 to be excused from physical education. This is consistent 
28 with exemptions for students in other grades. 
29 Sections 4 and 5 provide for greater flexibility in the 
30 school accreditation process and an opportunity to better meet 
31 the needs of individual ~chool districts and schools. In 
32 order to assist school districts and schools to improve their 
33 educational practices beyond the level of minimum compliance, 

34 the department proposes to modify the accreditation process to 
35 put more emphasis on comprehensive site visits in selected 
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l districts. The department will continue the current phase I 

2 desk audit process. As a result of the phase I desk audit 

3 process, the department will conduct special site visits to 

4 follow-up on accreditation issues related to the desk audit. 

5 In addition to any special site visits stemming from the desk 

6 audit process, the department of education proposes to 
7 establish a schedule of site visits, including comprehensive 
8 site visits in selected districts, that will include all 
9 accredited school districts or schools at least every five 

10 years. The purpose of the comprehensive site visit is to 

11 determine compliance with minimum standards and provide a 

12 general assessment of educational practices in the district 

13 for the purpose of improving educational practice well beyond 
14 the level of minimum compliance. This proposal also clarifies 

15 and expands, in Code, the steps to be taken by the state board 

16 in situations where districts do not meet minimum standards. 
17 Section 6 provides for a five-year extension of the 
18 assignment of supplementary weighting for districts sharing a 

19 curriculum specialist. 
20 Section 7 permits reorganized districts to continue an 

21 additional levy for the instructional support program and 

22 enrichment levy if each district prior to the reorganization 

23 had one of the levies approved by the voters. If two 

24 districts entering into a reorganization had each approved the 

25 enrichment levy prior to the reorganization, the levy may 
26 continue in the reorganized district for the least amount and 
27 the shortest time in any of the districts. 
28 Section 8 adjusts some of the timelines for application and 

29 processing of gifted and talented program plans which are 

30 funded through additional allowable growth. This change will 
31 allow for the flexibility needed to respond to the new method 

32 of establishing allowable growth. 

33 Section 9 creates a mechanism for calculating gifted and 

34 talented program budgets. 
35 Section 10 moves the responsibility for publication from 
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1 the secretary to the publisher. Districts are cited in audits 
2 for failure of proceedings to be published within two weeks. 
3 The district has no control over publishers. This still 
4 requires the secretary to get the material to the publisher 
5 within two weeks. 
6 Section 11 adds definitions for "limited English 
7 proficient" and "fully English proficient" to bring this 
8 section of the Code into compliance with federal regulations. 
9 Section 12 provides districts with discretionary authority 

10 to transport prekindergarten students on the same basis as 
11 other children attending public school. 
12 Section 13 eliminates the requirement that school bus 
13 bodies be purchased on separate contracts and requires that 
14 competitive bids be taken. 
15 Section 14 removes outdated bonding levels and adds 
16 language that specifies coverage adequate for current 
17 operations. The current language setting a minimum of $500 is 

18 out-of-date and does ~ot cover current levels of liability. 
19 It also does not specify who pays for the bond. This item is 
20 cited in many audits. 
21 Section 15 broadens the provision that deals with grounds 
22 for revocation of a school bus driver's permit to include a 
23 violation of the rules of the department of education. 
24 Section 16 eliminates the need to obtain a school bus 
25 operator's permit for persons operating a school bus without 
26 student passengers on board. This would permit maintenance or 

27 school bus sales personnel to drive a school bus, without 
28 students on board, for purposes including road-testing and 
29 pick-up or delivery of new and used buses without having to 
30 meet school bus driver physical or inservice requirements. 
31 Section 17 amends the requirements for newspapers used for 
32 official publication to add the criterion that the newspaper 
33 be subscribed to by a significant portion of the community. 

34 

35 
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