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An Act relating to school administration, accreditation, finance,
transportation, and official newspaper publication.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 11.6, subsectiocn 4, Code 1993, is .
amended by adding the fcilowlng new paragraph:
NEW PARAGRAPH. d. The auditcr of the state receives from

the director of the department of education a written request

for an audit of a community college or a school corporation
pursuant to section 256.9, subsection 19.

Sec. 2. Section 256.9, subsection 51, Code 1993, is
amended by adding the following new paragréaphs:

NEW PARAGRAPH. d. Discussion of the focus on the improve-

ment of student achievement and the attainment of student
achievement goals under sections 280.12 znd 280.18.
NEW PARAGRAPH. e. Identification of assessment methods to

be used in determining the success of the program and the
impact on student achievement,
NEW PARAGRAPH. f£. Description of the relationship between

the district's phase III plan and the comprehensive school

transformation plan.
NEW PARAGRAPH. g. Plans for periodic reports to the
department of education and the community.

Sec. 3. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph g,
unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

All students physically able shall be required to
participate in physical education activities during each
semester they are enroiled In school except as otherwise
provided in this paragrapn. A minimum Of one-eighth urit each
semester 1s required. A twelfth grade student who meets the
requirenents of this paragraph may be excused from the

physical education requirement for up to one semester,

itrimester, or the equivalent of a semester or trimester, per

i

year, by the principal of the school in which the student is

enrolled 1f the parent or guardian of the student requests in

wrlting that the studenr be excused from che paysical

education reguirement. A student who wisihes Yo be excused .

from the physical educa-ion teguirtenent mast be seeking to be
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excused 1n order to enroll in academic courses not otherwise
avallable to the student, or be enrolled or participating in
one of the following:

Sec. 4. Sect:on 256.11, subsection 10, unnumbered
paragraph 2, Code 1993, 1s amended by strixking the paragraph
and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Phase I shall consist of annual monitoring by the
department of education of all accredited schools and school
districts for compliance with accreditation standards adopted
by the state board of education as provided 1n this section.
The phase I monitoring requires that accredited schocols and
school districts annually complete accreditation compliance
forms adopted by the state board and file them with the
department of educatlion. Phase I monitoring requires a
comprehensive desk audit of all accredited schools and school
districts including review of accreditation compliance forms,
accreditation visit reports, methods of administration
reports, and reports submitted in compliance with sections
280.12 and 280.18.

The department shall conduct site visits to schools and
school districts to address accreditation issues identified 1in
the desk audit. Such a visit may be conducted by an
individual departmental consultant or may be a comprehensive
site visit by a team of departmental consultants and other
educational professicnals. The purpose of a comprehensive
si1te visit is to determine that a district is in compliance
with minimum standards and to provide a general assessment of
educational practices in a school or school district and make
recommendations with regard to the visit findings for the
purposes of 1mproving educational practices above the level of
minimum compliance. The department shall establish & long-
term schedule of site visits that includes visits of all
accredited schools and school districts at least once every
five years.

Sec. 5. Section 256.11, subsection 12, Code 1993, 1s
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amended to read as follows:

12. During the period of time specified in the plan for
its implementation by a school district or nonpublic school,
the scheoit-or school district or school remains accredited.
The accreditaticn committee shall revisit the school district
or nonpublic school and shall determine whether the
deficiencies in the standards have been corrected and snall
make a report and recommendation to the director and the state

board. The committee recommendation shall specify whether the

school district or _school shail remain accredited or under

what conditions the district may remain accredited. The con-~

ditions may include, but are not limited to. providing

temporary overs:ght authority, operational authority, or both

oversight and operational authority to the director_and the

state board for some or all aspects of the school district

cperation, in order to pbring the schooi diggrict into

1

compliance with minimum standards. The state board shall

review the report and recommendation, may request additional
informration, and shall determine whether the deficiencies have
heen corrected. If the deficiencies have not been corrected,

and tne alternatives contained in the report are not

acceptable, the state board shail merge the territory of tae
school district with cone or more contiguous school districts

at _the end of the school year. Division of assets and

liabilities of the school district shall be as provided in
gecrions 275.29 through 275.31. Until the merger s

completed, and subject to a decision by the state board of

ecucation, the schooi district snall pay ituition for its

residenty students to an accredited schoeol dictrict urder

« of merger and payment ©f
ta1710n Dy 2 nonaccredited sch t
e

. the state board

O
may piace a districh under receivership for the remainder of

the s5ch00i year. Jhe recelivership shall be o-der he direct

SePUIV 510N ERG Buatnority of ihe director. The decision of

wpetner 1o werge the schogl district and re

————
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tuition for the district's students or to place the district

under rece:vership shall be based upon a determination by the

state_boaré of the best interests of the students, parents,

res:dents of the community, teachers, administrators, and

bcard members of the district and the recommendatLOQ§ of the

accreditation committee and zhe director. If the state board

deciares a nonpublic school to be nonaccredited, the removal

of accreditat:on shall take effect on the date established by

the resolution of the state board, which shall be no later

than the end of the school year 1n which the nonpubiic school

is declared to be nonaccredited.

Sec. 6. Section 257.45, Code 1993, 1s amended to read as
follows:

257.45 SUBMISSION OF PROGRAM PLANS.

The board of directors of a scheool district reguesting to
use additional allowable growtn for gifted and talented
children programs shall submit applications for approval for
the programs to the department not later than November 1
preceding the fiscal year during which the program will be

offered unless the department has granted the district an

extension of the deadline. The board shall also submit a copy

of the program plans to the gifted and talented children
advisory council, if an advisory council has been established.
The department shall review the program plans and shall prier
to-January-15 either grant approval for the program or return
the request for approval with comments of the department
included. any unapproved request for a program may be
resubmitted with modifications to the department not later

than Pebrusry~t a date set by the department. Not later than

February 15 the department shall notify the department of
management and the school budget review ccmmittee of the names
of the school districts for which gifted and talented children
programs 4sing addit:ioral allowable growth for funding have
been approved and the approved budget of each program listed

separately for each schooi district naving an approved

_4_
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Sec. 7. Section 257.46, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

257.46 FUNDING.

The budget of an approved gifted and talented children
program for a school district, after subtracting funds
received from other scurces for that purpose, shall be funded
annually on a basis of one-fourth or more from the district
cost of the school district and up to three-fourths by an
increase in allowable growth as defined in section 257.8. The
approved budget for a gifted and talented children program
shall not exceed an amount equal to one and &wo-tenths twenty-
four hundredths percent of the district cost per pupii of the
district for the base vear multiplied by the budget enrollment
of the district for the budget year. Annually, the department

of management shall establish a modified aliowable growth for

each such district egual to the difference between the
approved budget for the gifted and talented children program
for that district and the sum of the amount funded from the
district cost of the school district plus funds received from
other sources.

Sec. 8. Secrion 279.35, Code 1993, 1s amended to read as
foilows:

279.35 PUBLICATION OF PROCEEDINGS.

The proceedings of each reqular, adjourned, or special
meeting of the board, including the scheduile of bills allowed,
shall be published after the adjournment of the meeting in the
manner provided in th:is section and section 279.36, and the

publication of the schecduie of the bills allowed shall inclade

[v9)

i1st of claims allowed, including salary claims for se:cvices

erformed. The schedule of bills allowed may be published on

el

a conce monthiy basis in lieu of pubiication with tne
proceedings of each meating of the board. [Ine list of claims

aliowed shall inciude the name of the person or [irm making

the claim, the purpose <f the claim, and the awount of the
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claim. However, salaries paid to individuals regularly
empioyed by the district shall only be published annually and
the publication shall :include the total amount of the annual

salary of each employee. The secretary, within two weeks

feiliowing the adjournment of tne meeting, shall furnish a copy

of the proceedings to be published within-twe-weeks-foitewrng
tne-adjournment-of-che-meeting.

Sec. 9. Section 280.4, Code 1993, 1s amended by striking
the section and inserting 11 lieu thereof the following:

280.4 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY -~- WEIGHTING.

1. The med:um of instruction in all secular subjects
taught in both public and nonpublic schools shall be the
English language, except when tne use of a foreign language :s
deemed appropr:ate in the teaching of any subject or when the
student is limited English proficient. When the student is
limited English profic:ient, poth public and nonpublic schoois
shall provide special 1nstruction, which shall include but
need not be limited to either instruction i1n English as a
second language or transitional bilingual instruction until
the student is fully English proficient or demonstrates a
functional ability to speak, read, write, and understand the
English language. As used 1in tnis section, "limited Englisn
proficient” means a student's language background is in a
language other than English, and the student's proficiency 1in
English is such that the probability of the student's academic
success in an Znglish-only classroom is below that of an
academlcally successful peer with an English language
bacxground. "Fully Engiish proficient" means a student who is
able to read, understand, write, and speak the English
language and to use English to ask questions, to understand
teachers and reading materials, to test ideas, and to
chailenge what 1s being asked In the classroom.

2. The department of education shall adopt rules relating
to the identification of limited English proficient students

who require special instruction under this section and to

_6_
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application procedures for funds available under this section.

3. 1In order to provide funds for the excess costs of
instruction of limited English proficient students above the
costs of instruction of pupils in a reguliar curriculum,
students identified as limited English proficient shall be
assigned an additional weighting that shail be included in the
weighted enrollment of the schcol district of residence for a
period not exceeding three years. However, the school budget
review commitiee may grant supplemental aid or modified
allowable growth o a school district te continue funding a
program for students after the expiration of the three-year
pericd. The school budget review committea shall calculate
the additional amount for the weighting to the nearest one-
hundredth of one percent so that to the extent possible the
moneys generated by the weighting will be eguivalent to the
moneys generated by the two-tenths weighting provided prior to
July 2, 1991.

Sec. 10. Section 285.1, subsection 1, Code 1993, is
amended by adding the followlng new paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. c¢. Children attending prekindergarten

-

programs offered or sponsored by the district may be provided
transportation services.

Sec. 11. Section 285.10, subsection 7, paragraph b, Code
1993, is amended to read as follows:

b. May purchase buses and enter into contract to pay for
such buses over a {ive-year period as follows: One-fourth of
Lhe cost when the bus is delivered and the balance in equal
annual installments, pius simple interest due. The interest
rate snall be the lowest rate available and shall not exceed
the rate 3n effect under section 742.2. “he pus shall serve

Ny —

a3 securlty for balence due. Bus-bedies-gnd-e¢mazsis-shgli-be
3

(]
¥
g
43
3
(¢ W
|
Q

tparate-concraers Competitivs bids on comparable

i

T
quipment shail be cegnesied on all schcel bus bocy and

chassis perchasas anc snail be based upcen ninimum ¢onstruction

Standards estanlished by the department of educat:ion.

3
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Separate body and chassis bids shall be requested unless the

bus 18 constructed as an integral unit, inseparable as to body
and chassis, by the manufacturer or is a used or demonstrator
bus.

Sec. 12. Section 291.2, Code 1993, is amended ny striking
the section and 1nserting in lleu therecof the following:

291.2 BONDS OF SECRETARY AND TREASURER,

The secretary and treasurer, within ten days after
appolntment and before entering upcon the duties of the office,
shail execute to the school corporation a surety bond in an
amount sufficient to cover current operations. All such bonds
shall be cortinued to the faithful discharge of the duties of
the office. The amount and sufficiency of all bonds shall be
determined by the board and shall be filed with the president.
The cost of the surety bond shall be paid by the school
corporation. If a single person serves as secretary and
treasurer, pursuant to section 279.3 or 260C.12, only one bond
15 necessary for that person. The secretary and treasurer may
give bond under a single bond covering other employees of the
district.

Sec. 13, Section 321.375, subsection 2, paragraph d, Code
1993, is amended to read as follows:

d. The commission of or conviction for a public offense as
defined by the Iowa criminal code, if the offense 15 relevant
to and affects driving ability, or 1f the offense 1ncludes
sexual 1nvolvement with a minor student with the :'ntent to
comm:it acts and practices proscribed under sections 709.2
through 709.4, section 709.8, and sections 725.1 through

725.3, or 1s a violation of the rules of the department of

education adopted to implement section 280.17.

Sec. 14. Section 321.376, subsection 1, Code 1993, is
amended to read as follows:

1., ®Phe-driver-of-a-schoot-pus-shati-hoetd-a-scheot-bus
driverts-permrt-rssuved-anngarty-ny-the-department-ef-edacatzon

and-a-driverts-iicense-rasned-by-tne-department-of

_8_




P

28]

y—
L= RN+ T+ I R R Y ™)

e
£ B b

L e
L= - e - AT € )

[\ S ]
(2% I

LY B S S S
Mo W

o
-t

28

transportatron-vatrd-for-the-operation-of-the-gsechooi-suss The

the department of transportation valid for the operation of

ihe school bus and shall hold a school bus driver's permit

issued ny the department of educatiorn when cransporfin
Y partme daudeatl lor L Sk

student or adult passengers to or from school activities. The

department of education shall charge a fee for the issuance of
a school bus driver's permit in the amount of five dollars,
which shall be deposited in the general fund of the state. A
person holding a temporary restricted license issued under
chapter 321J shall be prohibited from operating a school bus.
The department of education shall revoke or refuse to lssue a
permit to any person who, after notice and opportunity for
hearing, is determined to have committed any of the acts
proscribed under section 321.375, subsection 2. The
department of education shall recommend, and the state board
of education shall adopt under chapter 174, rules and
procedures for the revocation and issuance of permits to
persons. Rules and procedures adopted shail include, but are
not limited to, provisions for the revocation of, or refusal
to issue, permits to persons who are determined to have
committed any of the acts proscribed under section 321.375,
subsection 2.
EXPLANATION

Th:s bill relates to school administration, accreditation,

firance, and transportation and amends the enumerated Code

sections as follows:

Section 11.6, subsection 4, paragraph &. Provides that de-
parcment of education-requested audits be paid from audit

ng
Sec:..ion 256.9, subsection 51, new paragraphs &, e, £, g.

h
.

£:1 es.

h

Provides & mechanism whereby schools and school districts may
seek exemptions {rom speciiic standards for che purpese of
WRpicxenting @ comprenensive school transformetion plan.

0

section 256.1l, subsection 5, varagraph ¢, unnumbered para-

...9_
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graph 1. Limits to one semester or trimester the period of
time a3 twelfth grade student can seek to be excused from
physical education.

Section 256.11, subsection 10. Provides for desk and site

audits of accredited schools py the department of education.
Desk audits are to be completed annually witn on-site audits
conducted at least every f£1ive years.

Section 256.1), subsection yg. Provides that the

accreditation committee shall specify whether a school
district remains accredited and if not, under what conditions
1t remains accredited. A receivership option for the
remainder of a school year is provided for.

Section 257.45. Provides that the department of education

may grant an extension of the deadline by which a school
district may request additional allowable growth for gifted
and talented programs.

Section 257.46. Provides a formula for calculating gifted

and talented program budgets.
Section 279.35. Provides that the proceedings of all

meetings of a school board be sent to the publisher within two
weeks of the meeting by the secretary.
Section 280.4. Defines limited English proficient and

fully English proficient and continues the current weighting
for limited English proficient students under the school aid
formula.

Section 285.1, subsection 1, paragraph c. Provides tnat a

district may provide transportation for children attending
prekindergarten programs sponsored by the district.

Section 285.10, subsection 7, paragrapn b. Allows for

schooi bus bodies and chassis to be purchased on the same
contract and requires competitive bidding.

Section 291.2. Provides for surety bond coverage for the

school district secretary and treasuarer with the amount to pe
determined by the board and paid for by the school

corporation.

_10_
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1 Provides that

2 a violation of the rules of the department »f education is

3 grounds for immediate suspension of a school bus driver from

4 duty.

5 Section 321.376, subsection 1. Allows for driving an empty
6 school bus with a valid driver's license.

LSB 12148V 75
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 17, 1993

SENATE FILE 226
FISCAL NOTE

A fiscal note for Semate File 226 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule
17. Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.

Senate File 226 relates to school administration, accreditarion, finance,
transportation, and official newspaper publication. In regards to fiscal
impact, this bill changes the way that funds for talented and gifted programs
are generated. Current law calculates talented and gifted program funding by
multiplying one and two-tenths percent of the district's cost per pupil for the
budget year by a district's budget enrollment for the budget year. This bill
would change the calculation of talented and gifted programs by multiplying one
and twenty-four hundredths percent of the district's cost per pupil for the
base year (budget year just being completed compared to current law using
upcoming budget year) times the budget enrollment for the budget year (same as
current law).

ASSUMPTIONS:
l. That all school districts participate i1n talented and gifted programs.

2. That the budget enrollment for FY 1995 is held constant at the FY 1994
level.

That funding for rtalented and gifted programs comes exclusively from
property taxes.

That the talented and gifted programs funding per pupil 1is based on 1.24%
of the district's cost per pupil for the base year or the budget year just
being completed. Current law talented and gifred funding per pupil is
based on 1.2% of the district's cost per pupil for the budget year or the
upcoming budget year.

That the budget enrollment multiplied by the percent of the district cost
for talented and gifted programs is for the budget year or the upcoming
budget year.

That the allowable growth factor is 2.1Z for FY 1994 and 0.0% for FY 1995.

That the portion of the bill impacting talented and gifted programs takes
effect in FY 1995.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Senate File 226 is estimated to increase funding for local school districts by
a maximum of $700,000 for rtalented and gifted programs in FY 1995. This
increase would be funded by property taxes exclusively. (LSB 1214sv, BDH)
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SENATE FILE 226
S-3178
Amend Senate File 226 as follows:
1. Page 4, by inserting after line 11 the fol-
lowing:

4 "Sec. . Section 257.42, unnumbered paragraphs 1
5 and 4, Code 1993, are amended to read as follows:

6 Boards of school districts, individually or jointly .
7 with the boards of other school districts, requesting

8 to use additional allowable growth and income surtax ‘ ‘4
9 for gifted and talented children programs, may

10 annually submit program plans for gifted and talented
11 children programs and budget costs, including requests
12 for additional allowable growth and income surtax for
13 funding the programs, to the department of education
14 and to the applicable gifted and talented children

15 advisory council, if an advisory council has been

16 established, as provided in this chapter.

17 The department of education shall adopt rules under
18 chapter 17A relating to the administration of sections.
19 257.42 through 257.49. The rules shall prescribe the
20 format of program plans submitted under section 257.43
21 and shall require that programs fulfill specified

22 objectives. The department shall encourage and assist
23 school districts to provide programs for gifted and

24 talented children whether or not additional allowable
25 growth ts and income surtax are requested under this
26 chapter."

’ 2. Page 4, line 16, by inserting after the word

"growth" the following: "and income surtax".
3. Page 4, line 33, by inserting after the word
30 "growth" the following: "and income surtax".

31 4. Page 5, line 8, by striking the word "one-

32 fourth" and inserting the following: "ene-feurth one-
33 eighth".

34 5. Page 5, line 9, by striking the word "three-

35 fourths" and inserting the following: "three-fourths
36 three-eighths".

37 6. Page 5, line 10, by inserting after the figure
38 "257.8" the following: "and four-eighths from an

39 income surtax".

40 7. Page 5, line 20, by inserting after the words
41 "school district" the following: ", funds from the
42 income surtax,". ‘

43 8. Page 5, by inserting after line 21 the follow-
44 ing: :
45 "The department of management shall determine the

46 amount of funding needed from the income surtax and

47 based upon the individual state income tax paid shall
48 certify to the director of revenue and finance the

49 amount of the income surtax to be imposed. The income
50 surtax shall be imposed on the state individual 1ncome

5-3178 -1-




SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 23, 1993 Page S

© §-3178
Page 2

tax for the calendar year during which the school's
budget year begins, or for a taxpayer's fiscal year
ending during the second half of that calendar vear
and after the date the board receives approval for the
program or the first half of the succeeding calendar
year, and shall be imposed on all individuals residing
in the school district on the last day of the
applicable tax year. As used in this section, "state
individual income tax" means the taxes computed under
section 422.5, less the credits allowed in chapter
422, division II.

The provisions of sections 257.22 to 257.26 apply

13 to the administraticon of the income surtax in the same
14 manner as if this income surtax was the instructional
1S support income surtax within the meaning of those
16 sections.”
By H. KAY BEDGE RAY TAYLOR
BERL E. PRIEBE EMIL J. HUSAK
S-3178 FILED MARCH 22, 1933
ADOPTED
SENATE FPILE 226
S-3235
1 amend Senate File 226 as followsg
2 1. Page 9, by inserting after line 23 the
3 following: .
4 "Gec., 201. 1992 Iowa Acts, chapter 1159, section
5 6, 1s repeaied. . _
6 Sec. . EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 201 of this
7 Ac:, peing deemed of :mmediate importance, takes
8 effect upon enactment.” _ _ §
S 2. Title page, line 2, by 1lnserting after the
10 woré "publication" the following: "and providing an
11 effective date”.
12 3. By renumbering as necessary.

By MIKE CONNOLLY

§~-3235 FILED MARCH 24, 1993

S
‘
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A‘ SENATE FILE 226
o S-3556
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Amend Senate File 226 as follows:

1. By striking everything after the enacting
clause and inserting the following:

"Section 1. Section 256.11, subsection 10,
unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, is amended by
striking the paragraph and inserting in lIieu thereof
the following:

Phase I shall consist of annual monitoring by the
department of education of all accredited schools and
school districts for compliance with accreditation
standards adopted by the state board of education as
provided in this section. The phase I monitoring
regquires that accredited schools and school districts
annually complete accreditation compliance forms
adopted by the state board and file them with the
department of education. Phase I monitoring requires
a comprehensive desk audit cf all accredited schools
and school districts including review of accreditation
compliance forms, accreditation visit reports, methods
of administration reports, and reports submitted in
compliance with sections 280.12 and 280.18.

The department shall conduct site visits to schools
and school districts to address accreditation issues
identified in the desk audit. Such a visit may be
conducted by an individual departmental consultant or
may be a comprehensive site visit by a team of
departmental consultants and cther educational
professionals. The purpose of a comprehensive site
visit 1s to determine that a district is in compliance
with minimum standards and to provide a general
assessment of educational practices in a school or
school district and make recommendations with regard
to the visit findings for the purposes of improving
educationa? practices above the level of minimum
compliance. The department shall establish a long-
term schedule of site visits that includes visits of
all accredited schools and school districts at least
once every five years.

Sec. 2. Section 256.11, subsection 12, Code 1993,
is amended to read as follows:

12. During the period of time specified in the
plan for its implementation by a school district or
nonpublic school, the seneei-er school district or
school remains accredited. The accreditation
committee shall revisit the school district or
ncnpudbiic school and shalil cetermine wnether the
deficiencies iIn the standards have been corrected and
snall make a report and reccmmendation to cthe director
and the state board. The ccmmittee racommendation
shall specify whether tae school disctrict or school

5-3556 -i-
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SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 21, 1893 Page 6
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Page 2 o
! shall remain accredited or under what condit:ions the .__
2 ¢istr.ct may remaln accredited. The concitions may
3 inciude, but are aot lim:tec t¢, droviding temporary
4 oversicn- authority, operat: O“&; authority, or both
5 oversignt and operational authority to the director
£ and tre state board for some Or ai. aspects cf the
7 scnool district cperaticn, in crder to bring tae
8 scroo‘ district intc compliance with minimum
9 stancdards. Tne state pbcard snall review tne report
10 and recommendation, may request additional
:1l :nformation, and shall decermine whether thne
.2 deficiencies have peen corrected. If the deficiencies
13 have not been corrected, and the cenditional
14 accreditazion alterrnatives contalned i1n the report are
15 not mutually acceptable to the local board aZnd the
16 state toard, the state board shall merge the territory
17 of the school district Wwith one or more contiguous
18 school districts at tne end of the school year.
19 Division of assets and liabilities of tne school
20 districc shall be as provided in sections 275.129
i threugh 275.31. Until the merger 1is conp‘etea, and
22 subiect to & decisicn by the state boaré of education,
23 tne scnogl district nal- pay tuition for 1ts resident
24 students 3o an accredited school district under
25 secticn 282.24. However, .n lieu of merger and
26 pavment ©f tfuizlcn oy a ncnaccredited schooi districk,
27 the state dboard may piace a district under
28 receiversnip £or -he remainder of the scnool year.
29 The rece.vership sha.l be under the direct supervision
30 and author:ity of the directcr “he cdecision of
31 wnetner ¢ merge the schecl dlstric: and reguire
32 pavment ¢f tuition for thne district's students or t
33 place tre gdlstrict ynger receiversnid snall pe based
34 upcn a dstermination oy the s:tate board of the best
35 interest: cf Zne students, narents, resicenis cf th
36 commurnit, teachers, administrators, nd Dcarcé mempers
37 ¢f the &istrict and tihe receommendartic oL the
18 accregditation committee anc the c-~echuk. IZ tne
39 state pcard declares a nonpUbLIC SCRESL O be
40 ncnaccregiced, the removal of accrecitacicn snall take
41 eff=ct on the date estabiished py tne resoiution of
42 the stafe board, wnica shail be no later than the end
43 0f tne gcnoOl vear 11 which the ncnpubii¢ schogl is
44 declared to5 be nonaccredited.
45 Sec. 3. Section 280.4, Code 1993, s amended by
26 striking the sectisa and inserting in lieu thereof the
£7 following:
48 280.4 LIMiTED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY -- WEIGHTING.
49 . The medium of iastruction in all seculiar
50 susiects taugant 1n both public and nonpublic schools
S-3556 -2-
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shall be the English language, except when the use of
a foreign language is deemed appropriate in the
teaching of any subject or when the student is limited
Znglish proficient. When the student is limited
tnglish proficient, both public and nonpuolic schools
shall provide special instruction, which shall inciude
but need not be limited to either instruction in
English as a second language or transitional oilingual
instruction until the student is fully English
proficient or demonstrates a funct:onal ability to
speak, read, write, and understand the English
language. As used in this section, "limited English
proficient" means a scudent's language background 1is
in a language other than English, and the student's
proficiency in English is such that the probabiiity of
the student's academic success 1in an English-cnly
classroom 1s below that of an academically successful
peer with an English :anguage background. "Fully
English proficient” means a student who 1s able to
read, understand, write, and speak the Englisn
language and to use English to ask questions, to
understand teachers and reading materials, to test
ideas, ané to challenge what is being asked 1in the
classroon.

2, The department of education shall adopt rules
relating to the identification of limited English
prof:cient students who require special instruction
under this section and to application procedures for
funds available under this section.

3. In order to provide funds for the excess costs
of instruction of limited English proficirent students
above the costs of instruction of pupils in a reguiar
curriculum, studenzs identified as limited English
proficlent shall oe assigned an additional weighting
*hat sha.l be 1includeé in the weighted enroliment of
the scnool distric:s of residence for a period not
exceeding three years. However, the schcol budget
review committee may grant supplemental aid or
modified allowable growth to a school district to
centinue funding a program for students after the
expiration of the three-year period. The school
budget review committee shall calculate the additional
amount for the weighting to the nearest one-hundredth
of cone percent so that to the extent possible the
moneys generated by the weighting will be equivalent
to the moneys generated by the two-tenths weighting
provided prior tc July 2, 1991.

Sec. 4. Section 285.1, subsection 1, Code 1993, !is
amended by adding the following new paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. <c. Children attending

-3556 -3-
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prekindergarten progzams cfferec or sponsored Dy the
district may be provided transportation services.

Sec. 5. Section 285..0, subsection 7, paragraph o,
Code 1993, is amended to read as Lcoilows:

©. May purchase buses and enter
pay for sucn buses over a five-year
One-fourtn of the cost wnen the bus
the balance in egual annual installiments,
interest due. The iuveresb raze spali be
rate availat d sh ! ' in
under section 74A.2. The odus shall serve as securlt
for baiance due. 3us-bdsdres-and-chaszts-shaii-be
sureassed-on-separate-contraets Competitive bids on
comparaple equlomert shall be requested on a:. school
bus bodv and chassis purchases and shall be pased uporn
minimum constructlon standards established by cthe
deparcment of education. Separate body and chassis
5ids snall be reguested uniess the bus 1s constructed
Zs an lntegral un.t, nseparable as to body and
chassis, by the manufacturer cr is a used or
demonstrator bus.

Sec. 6. Section 291.2, Code 1993, 1s amended by
riking tne section ané :inserting in iieu thereof the
ilewing:

291.2 BONDS OF SECRZTARY AND TREASURER.

The secretary and treasurer, within ten days a
appointment and before entering upon the cuties of

office, shall execute to the scheol corporation a

surety bond i1n an amount sufficient to cover current
operati ns as determined by the board. ALl such bonds
shall be continued to tne faithful discharge oI the
duties of the office. The amcunt and sufficlency of
ail sure:y bonds shall be determ:ned and approved oy
rne bcaré ané shall pe filed wirth tne president. The
cost cf tne surety ocnd snall be paid by the scnool

crpcration. If a single person serves as secretary
and -reasurer, ovursuant to seccicn 279.3 or 260C.12,
cnly cne bond is necessary for that person. The
secretary and treasurer may give oo @ under a single
bond covering other employees of the district.

Sec. 7. Section 291.7, Coce ¢993, i1s amended to
read as f[ollows:

291.7 MONTHLY RECZIPTS, DISBURSEMENTS, AND
BALANCES.

The secrezary of each district shail file monthlys
am-gr-sefere-sne-cenr-dpv-gf-eacn-meneiay witn the
ocard of dlrectors, & complete stactement :
recelpts and cisbursements from the vVarious
during the orecnc-ﬁg menth, and alsc the bala
remaining on nhané 1n the various £funds at the c ose cf

st
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the period covered by sard the statement, which
montnly statements shall be “open to public inspect:ion.

Sec. 8. Section 321.375, subsection 2, pa"agraph
d, Code 1993, 1s amenced to read as follows:

d. The commission of or convicticn for a puplic
offense as defined by the Iowa criminal code, Lf the
offense is relevant to and affects driving ab:l;:y, or
if rne offense includes sexual involvement with a
winor student with tre intent to commit acts and
practices pr oscribed under sections 709.2 througn
709.4, section 709.8, and sections 725.1 tnrougn
725.3, or is a violation of the rules of the
department of education adopted to implemenc secticn
280.17.

Sec. 9. Section 321.376, suosection 1, Code 1993,
is amended tc read as follows:

1. %he- éﬂ*ver-e‘-a—scheei—bus-sha%i—hc&d—a-schcoi
osug- c~+ve~—s se.n*t-*ssued anngatiy-sy-the-department
ef-eduecation—and-a- c*tver*s-ltce vae-taaved-by-the
éepar:ment—of =anspertation-vaiid-fer-the-operatzen
of-the-schoot- bcs- The driver of a school bus shaii
hold a driver's License 1issued by the department G2
transpecrtation valid for tnhe operation of the scheol
Sus and snall ro.c a scnool bus driver's permit issued
by -re departmen: of ecducation when transporting
Studenc or aduit passengers to or from scnool
Fctivities. The department of education shall charge
3 fee for the issuance of a schocl bus driver's pernmit
in the amount of five dollars, wnich shall be
ceoosxtec in the general fund cf tre state. A person
nolding a cemporary restricted license issued under
chapcer 321J shall be proh 1bized from operating a
scheol bus. The department of education shall revoke
or refuse to 1ssue a permit to any person whc, after
sotice and opportunity for hearing, 1is determined to
nave committed any of the acts Uroscrzoed under
cect:on 321.375, subsection 2. The department of
educacion srnall recommend, and the state board of
education shall adept under chapcer 174, rules and
orocedures for tne revocaticn and issuance of permits
to persons. Rules ar né procecuras acoptec shall
include, but are aot limited to, prOV‘SlOﬂS for the
revocacion of, or refusal to issue, permlts to persons
who are determined to have committed any of the acts
proscribed under section 321.375, subsection 2.

Sec. ;O REPEAL. 1992 Iowa Acts, chapter 1139,
sec-icn &, is re2pealed.

Sec. 11. ZTFECTIVE DATE. Section 0 of tnis Act,
ceing deemed of immediate impecrtance, takes effect
upon enactmentc.”

S-3556 -5-
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Section 1. Section 11,6, subsection 4, Code 1993, 1is
amended by adding the following new paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. d. The auditor of the state receives from
the director of the department of education a written request

for an audit of a community college or a school corporation
pursuant to section 256.9, subsection 19.

Sec. 2. Section 256.9, subsection 51, Code 1993, is
amended by adding the following new paragraphs:

NEW PARAGRAPH. d. Discussion of the focus on the improve-
ment of student achievement and the attainment of student

achievement goals under sections 280.12 and 280,18,
NEW PARAGRAPH. e. Identification of assessment methods to
be used in determining the success of the program and the

impact on student achievement,
NEW PARAGRAPH. f. Description of the relationship between
the district's phase III plan and the comprehensive school

transformation plan.

NEW PARAGRAPH. g. Plans for periodic reports to the
department of education and the community.

Sec. 3. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph g,

unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

All students physically able shall be required to
participate in physical education activities during each
semester they are enrolled in school except as otherwise
provided in this paragraph. A minimum of one-eighth unit each
semester is required. A twelfth grade student who meets the
requirements of this paragraph may be excused from the
physical education requirement for up to one semester,

trimester, or the eguivalent of a semester or trimester, per

year, by the principal of the school in which the student is
enrclled if the parent or guardian of the student requests in
writing that the student be excused from the physical
education requirement., A student who wishes to be excused
from the physical education reguirement must be seeking to be

‘-1_

”
A




O B ~J N N b W

W oW W W W W N RN NN e
N o WO WO N W N O W 0N e WO

excused in order to enroll in academic courses not otherwise
available to the student, or be enrolled or participating in
one of the following:

Sec. 4. Section 256.11, subsection 10, unnumbered
paragraph 2, Code 1993, is amended by striking the paragraph

and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Phase I shall consist of annual monitoring by the
department of education of all accredited schools and school
districts for compliance with accreditation standards adopted
by the state board of education as provided in this section.
The phase 1 monitoring requires that accredited schools and
school districts annually complete accreditation compliance
forms adopted by the state beard and file them with the
department of education. Phase I monitoring requires a
comprehensive desk audit of all accredited schools and school
districts including review of accreditation compliance forms,
accreditation visit reports, methods of administration
reports, and reports submitted in compliance with sections
280,12 and 280.18.

The department shall conduct site visits to schools and
school districts to address accreditation issues identified in
the desk audit, Such a visit may be conducted by an
individual departmental consultant or may be a comprehensive
site visit by a team of departmental consultants and other
educational professionals. The purpose of a comprehensive
site visit is to determine that a district is in compliance
with minimum standards and to provide a general assessment of
educational practices in a school or school district and make
recommendations with regard to the visit findings for the
purposes of improving educational practices above the level of
minimum compliance. The department shall establish a long-
term schedule of site visits that includes visits of all
accredited schools and school districts at least once every
five years.

Sec. 5. Section 256.11, subsection 12, Code 1993, is

-2-
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amended to read as follows:

12. During the period of time specified in the plan for
its implementation by a school distriet or nonpublic school,
the scheoi-er school district or school remains accredited.
The accreditation committee shall revisit the school district
or nonpublic school and shall determine whether the
deficiencies in the standards have been corrected and shall
make a report and recommendation to the director and the state
board. The committee recommendation shall specify whether the

school district or school shall remain accredited or under

what conditions the district may remain accredited. The con-

ditions may include, but are not limited to, providing

temporary oversight authority, operational authority, or both

oversight and operational authority to the director and the

state board for some or all aspects of the school district

operation, in order to bring the school district into

compliance with minimum standards. The state board shall

review the report and recommendation, may request additional
information, and shall determine whether the deficiencies have
been corrected. If the deficiencies have not been corrected,
and the alternatives contained in the report are not

acceptable, the state board shall merge the territory of the

school district with one or more contiguous school districts
at the end of the school year. Division of assets and
liabilities of the school district shall he as provided in
sections 275.29 through 275.31. Until the merger is
completed, and subject to a decision by the state board of

education, the school district shall pay tuition for its
resident students to an accredited school district under
section 282.24, However, in lieu of merger and payment of

tuition by a nonaccredited school district, the state board

may place a district under receivership for the remainder of

the school year. The receivership shall be under the direct

supervision and authority of the director. The decision of

whether to merge the school district and require payment of

-3~
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tuition for the district's students or to place the district

under receivership shall be based upon a determination by the

state board of the best interests of the students, parents,

residents of the community, teachers, administrators, and

board members of the district and the recommendations of the
accreditation committee and the director. If the state board

declares a nonpublic school to be nonaccredited, the removal

of accreditation shall take effect on the date established by

the resolution of the state board, which shall be no later

than the end of the school year in which the nonpublic school

is declared to be nonaccredited.

Sec. 6. Section 257.11, Code 1993, is amended by adding
the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 8. SHARED CURRICULUM SPECIALISTS. 1If a
district was receiving additional weighting for sharing a cur-

riculum specialist under section 442.39, subsection 4, Code
1991, and requested the assignment of supplementary weighting
for a period of five years for the shared curriculum
specialist prior to the September 1989 certified enrollment,
the district may continue to request the assignment of
supplementary weighting for an additional period of five
years. The final date for reguesting the assignment of
supplementary weighting shall be September 1937 for those
assignments beginning in 1988 and September 1998 for those
assignments beginning in 1989,

Sec. 7. Section 257.18, subsection 3, Code 1993, is
amended to read as follows:

3. Participation in an instructional support program is
not affected by a change in the boundaries of the school
district, except as otherwise provided in this section. 1If
each school district involved in a school reorganization under
chapter 275 has approved an instructional support program or
the enrichment levy, pursuant to section 442.14, Code 1991,

and if the voters have not voted upon the question of
participation in the program in the reorganized district, the

_4_
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instructional support program, or the enrichment levy as
applicable, shall be in effect for the reorganized district
that has been approved for the least amount and the shortest

time in any of the districts.

Sec. 8. Section 257.45, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

257.45 SUBMISSION OF PROGRAM PLANS.

The board of directors of a school district requesting to
use additional allowable growth for gifted and talented
children programs shall submit applications for approval for
the programs to the department not later than November 1
preceding the fiscal year during which the program will be
offered unless the department has granted the district an
extension of the deadline., The board shall also submit a copy

of the program plans to the gifted and talented children
advisory council, if an advisory council has been established.
The department shall review the program plans and shall prier
to-gJanuary-1i5 either grant approval for the program or return
the request for approval with comments of the department
included. Any unapproved request for a program may be
resubmitted with modifications to the department not later
than Pebruary-+ a date set by the department. Not later than
February 15 the department shall notify the department of

management and the school budget review committee of the names
of the school districts for which gifted and talented children
programs using additional allowable growth for funding have
been approved and the approved budge£ of each program listed
separately for each school district having an approved
program.

Sec. 9. Section 257.46, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

257.46 FUNDING.

The budget of an approved gifted and talented children
program for a school district, after subtracting funds
received from other sources for that purpose, shall be funded

-5=
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annually on a basis of one-fourth or more from the district
cost of the school district and up to three-fourths by an

increase in allowable growth as defined in section 257.8. The

approved budget for a gifted and talented children program
shall not exceed an amount equal to one and éewe-tenths twenty-
four hundredths percent of the district cost per pupil of the

district for the base year multiplied by the budget enrollment

of the district for the budget year. Annually, the department
of management shall establish a modified allowable growth for
each such district egual to the difference between the

approved budget for the gifted and talented children program
for that district and the sum of the amount funded from the
district cost of the school district plus funds received from
other sources.

Sec. 10, Section 279.35, Code 1993, is amended to read as
follows:

279.35 PUBLICATION OF PROCEEDINGS.

The proceedings of each regular, adjourned, or special
meeting of the board, including the schedule of bills allowed,
shall be published after the adjournment of the meeting in the
manner provided in this section and section 279,36, and the
publication of the schedule of the bills allowed shall include
a list of claims allowed, including salary claims for services
performed. The schedule of bills allowed may be published on
a once monthly basis in lieu of publication with the
proceedings of each meeting of the board. The list of claims
allowed shall include the name of the person or firm making
the claim, the purpose of the claim, and the amount of the
claim. However, salaries paid to individuals regularly
employed by the district shall only be published annually and
the publication shall include the total amount of the annual
salary of each employee. The secretary, within two weeks
following the adjournment of the meeting, shall furnish a copy
of the proceedings to be published within-two-weeks-foiiowing

the-adjournment-of-the-meetzng.
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Sec. 11. Section 280.4, Code 1993, is amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

280.4 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY -- WEIGHTING.

1. The medium of instruction in all secular subjects
taught in both public and nonpublic schools shall be the
English language, except when the use of a foreign language is
deemed appropriate in the teaching of any subject or when the
student is limited English proficient. When the student is
limited English proficient, both public and nonpublic schocls
shall provide special instruction, which shall include but
need not be limited to either instruction in English as a
second language or transitional bilingual instruction until
the student is fully English proficient or demonstrates a
functional ability to speak, read, write, and understand the
English language. As used in this section, "limited English
proficient” means a student's language background is in a
language other than English, and the student's proficiency in
English is such that the probability of the student's academic
success in an English-only classroom is below that of an
academically successful peer with an English language
background. "“Fully English proficient" means a student who is
able to read, understand, write, and speak the English
language and to use English to ask questions, to understand
teachers and reading materials, to test ideas, and to
challenge what is being asked in the classroom.

2. The department of education shall adopt rules relating
to the identification of limited English proficient students
who reguire special instruction under this section and to
application procedures for funds available under this section,

3. In order to provide funds for the excess costs of
instruction of limited English proficient students above the
costs of instruction of pupils in a regular curriculum,
students identified as limited English proficient shall be
assigned an additional weighting that shall be included in the
weighted enrollment of the school district of residence for a
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period not exceeding three years. However, the school budget
review committee may grant supplemental aid or modified
allowable growth to a school district to continue funding a
program for students after the expiration of the three-year
period. The school budget review committee shall calculate
the additional amount for the weighting to the nearest one-
hundredth of one percent so that to the extent possible the
moneys generated by the weighting will be equivalent to the
moneys generated by the two-tenths weighting provided prior to
July 2, 1991.

Sec. 12. Section 285.1, subsection 1, Code 1993, is
amended by adding the following new paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. c¢. Children attending prekindergarten
programs offered or sponsored by the district may be provided

transportation services.

Sec. 13. Section 285,10, subsection 7, paragraph b, Code
1993, 1is amended to read as follows:

b. May purchase buses and enter into contract to pay for
such buses over a five-year period as follows: One-fourth of
the cost when the bus is delivered and the balance in equal
annual installments, plus simple interest due. The interest
rate shall be the lowest rate available and shall not exceed
the rate in effect under section 74A.2. The bus shall serve
as security for balance due. Bus-bedies-and-chassis-shati-be
purchased-on-separate-eontracets Competitive bids on comparable

equipment shall be reguested on all school bus body and

chassis purchases and shall be based upon minimum construction
standards established by the department of education.
Separate body and chassis bids shall be regquested unless the

bus is constructed as an integral unit, inseparable as to body
and chassis, by the manufacturer or is a used or demonstrator
bus.

Sec. 14, Section 291.2, Code 1993, is amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

291.2 BONDS OF SECRETARY AND TREASURER.

_8_
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The secretary and treasurer, within ten days after
appointment and before entering upon the duties of the office,
shall execute to the school corporation a surety bond in an
amount sufficient to cover current operations. All such bonds
shall be continued to the faithful discharge of the duties of
the office. The amount and sufficiency of all bonds shall be
determined by the board and shall be filed with the president,.
The cost of the surety bond shall be paid by the school
corporation. If a single person serves as secretary and
treasurer, pursuant to section 279.3 or 260C.12, only one bond
is necessary for that person. The secretary and treasurer may
give bond under a single bond covering other employees of the
district.

Sec. 15. Section 321.375, subsection 2, paragraph 4, Code
1993, is amended to read as follows:

d. The commission of or conviction for a public offense as
defined by the Iowa criminal code, if the offense is relevant
to and affects driving ability, or if the offense includes
sexual involvement with a minor student with the intent to
commit acts and practices proscribed under sections 709.2
through 709.4, section 709.8, and sections 725.1 through
725.3, or is a violation of the rules of the department of

education adopted to implement section 280.17.

Sec. 16. Section 321.376, subsection 1, Code 1993, is
amended to read as follows:

1. ®he-driver-of-a-schooi-bus-shati-heid-a-sehooi-bus

driverig-permit-issued-annuaiiy-by-the-department-of-education
and-a-driveris-iireense-itssued-by-the-department-of

transpertation-vaiid-for-the-operation-of-the-schooi-buss The
driver of a school bus shall hold a driver's license issued by

the department of transportation valid for the operation of
the school bus and shall hold a school bus driver's permit

issued by the department of education when transporting

student or adult passengers to or from school activities. The

department of education shall charge a fee for the issuance of

-9-
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a schocl bus driver's permit in the amount of five dollars,
which shall be deposited in the general fund of the state. A

person holding a temporary restricted license issued under
chapter 321J shall be prohibited from operating a school bus.
The department of education shall revoke or refuse to issue a
permit to any person who, after notice and opportunity for
hearing, is determined to have committed any of the acts
proscribed under section 321.375, subsection 2. The
department of education shall recommend, and the state board
of education shall adopt under chapter 17A, rules and
procedures for the revocation and issuance of permits to
persons. Rules and procedures adopted shall include, but are
not limited to, provisions for the revocation of, or refusal
to issue, permits to persons who are determined to have
committed any of the acts proscribed under section 321.375,
subsection 2.

Sec. 17. Section 618.3, Code 1993, is amended by adding
the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. S. 1Is subscribed to by a significant
portion of the community.

EXPLANATION
This bill relates to school administration, accreditation,
finance, and transportation and amends the enumerated Code

sections as follows:
Section 11.6, subsection 4, paragraph 4. Provides that de-

partment of education-requested audits be paid from audit
filing fees.
Section 256.9, subsection 51, new paragraphs 4, e, £, g.

Provides a mechanism whereby schools and school districts may

seek exemptions from specific standards for the purpose of

implementing a comprehensive school transformation plan.
Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph g, unnumbered para-

graph 1. Limits to one semester or trimester the period of
time a twelfth grade student can seek to be excused from
physical education.
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Section 256.11, subsection 10. Provides for desk and site
audits of accredited schools by the department of education.
Desk audits are to be completed annually with on-site audits

conducted at least every five years.
Section 256.11, subsection 12. Provides that the
accreditation committee shall specify whether a school

district remains accredited and if not, under what conditions
it remains accredited. A receivership option for the
remainder of a school year is provided for.

Section 257.11. Provides for a five-year extension of

supplementary weighting for districts sharing a curriculum
specialist,

Section 257.18, subsection 3. Provides for the
continuation of the enrichment levy in reorganized school

districts and defines where the levy may be continued.
Section 257.45. Provides that the department of education
may grant an extension of the deadline by which a school

district may request additional allowable growth for gifted
and talented programs.
Section 257.46. Provides a formula for calculating gifted

and talented program budgets.
Section 279.35. Provides that the proceedings of all
meetings of a school board be sent to the publisher within two

weeks of the meeting by the secretary.
Section 280.4. Defines limited English proficient and

fully English proficient and continues the current weighting
for limited English proficient students under the school aid

formula.
Section 285.1, subsection 1, paragraph ¢. Provides that a
district may provide transportation for children attending

prekindergarten programs sponsored by the distriect.
Section 285.10, subsection 7, .paragraph b. Allows for

school bus bodies and chassis to be purchased on the same
contract and requires competitive bidding.
Section 291.2. Provides for surety bond ‘coverage for the
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school district secretary and treasurer with the amount to be
determined by the board and paid for by the school
corporation.

Section 321.375, subsection 2, paragraph d. Provides that
a violation of the rules of the department of education is
grounds for immediate suspension of a school bus driver from

duty.

Section 321,376, subsection 1. Allows for driving an empty
school bus with a valid driver's license.

Section 618.3, subsection 5. Adds requirement that a

newspaper used for official publications shall be subscribed
to by a significant portion of the community.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT

SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY

Section 1 specifies that department of education requested
audits be paid from audit filing fees. The Code currently
gives the right to the DE to request an audit or reaudit of a
school corporation but does not specify how the fee would be
paid. This new subsection clarifies the payment source.

Section 2, developed at the direction of the general
assembly, provides a mechanism whereby school districts and
schools may seek exemptions from specific standards for the
purpose of implementing a comprehensive school transformation
plan.

Section 3 provides corrective language which limits to one
semester the period of time a twelfth grade student can seek
to be excused from physical education. This is consistent
with exemptions for students in other grades.

Sections 4 and 5 provide for greater flexibility in the
school accreditation process and an opportunity to better meet
the needs of individual <chool districts and schools. In
order to assist school districts and schools to improve their
educational practices beyond the level of minimum compliance,
the department proposes to modify the accreditation process to
put more emphasis on comprehensive site visits in selected
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districts. The department will continue the current phase I
desk audit process. BAs a result of the phase I desk audit
process, the department will conduct special site visits to
follow-up on accreditation issues related to the desk audit.
In addition to any special site visits stemming from the desk
audit process, the department of education proposes to
establish a schedule of site visits, including comprehensive
site visits in selected districts, that will include all
accredited school districts or schools at least every five
years. The purpose of the comprehensive site visit is to
determine compliance with minimum standards and provide a
general assessment of educational practices in the district
for the purpose of improving educational practice well beyond
the level of minimum compliance. This proposal also clarifies
and expands, in Code, the steps to be taken by the state board
in situations where districts do not meet minimum standards.

Section 6 provides for a five-year extension of the
assignment of supplementary weighting for districts sharing a
curriculum specialist.

Section 7 permits reorganized districts to continue an
additional levy for the instructional support program and
enrichment levy if each district prior to the reorganization
had one of the levies approved by the voters. If two
districts entering into a reorganization had each approved the
enrichment levy prior to the recorganization, the levy may
continue in the reorganized district for the least amount and
the shortest time in any of the districts.

Section 8 adjusts some of the timelines for application and
processing of gifted and talented program plans which are
funded through additional allowable growth. This change will
allow for the flexibility needed to respond to the new method
of establishing allowable growth.

Section 9 creates a mechanism for calculating gifted and
talented program budgets.

Section 10 moves the responsibility for publication from

=13~

.'

. '




W 00~ O N s W

W W W W W WM RN RN RN R N NN 2 e e
b W O W 0 s B W N O W oSN e WD

S.F. H.F.

the secretary to the publisher. Districts are cited in audits
for failure of proceedings to be published within two weeks.
The district has no control over publishers. This still
requires the secretary to get the material to the publisher
within two weeks.

Section 11 adds definitions for "limited English
proficient® and "fully English proficient™ to bring this
section of the Code into compliance with federal regulations.

Section 12 provides districts with discretionary authority
to transport prekindergarten students on the same basis as
other children attending public school.

Section 13 eliminates the reguirement that school bus
bodies be purchased on separate contracts and requires that
competitive bids be taken.

Section 14 removes outdated bonding levels and adds
language that specifies coverage adequate for current
operations. The current language setting a minimum of $500 is
out-of-date and does not cover current levels of liability.
It also does not specify who pays for the bond. This item is
cited in many audits.

Section 15 broadens the provision that deals with grounds
for revocation of a school bus driver's permit to include a
violation of the rules of the department of education.

Section 16 eliminates the need to obtain a school bus
operator's permit for persons operating a school bus without
student passengers on bocard. This would permit maintenance or
school bus sales personnel to drive a school bus, without
students on board, for purposes including road-testing and
pick-up or delivery of new and used buses without having to
meet school bus driver physical or inservice reguirements.

Section 17 amends the requirements for newspapers used for
official publication to add the criterion that the newspaper
be subscribed to by a significant portion of the community.
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