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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the award of a contract by a city. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~~'? H.F. 

l Sect1on 1. Section 384.99, Code 1993, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 38~.99 AWARD OF CONTRACT. 

4 The contract for the puolic improvement must be awarded to 

5 the lowest respons1ble bidder7-p~ewided7-~e~ever7-ehat 

6 eont~eet~-relat~n~-to-ptlb~ie-tltilitie~-or-e~tengion~-or 

7 ~mprovement~-t~eree£7-a~-de~eribed-in-divis~en-V-of-t~is 

8 e~apter7-may-be-a~areed-by-the-~everning-body-as-it-deems-to 

9 be-tn-t~e-begt-tnterests-oE-the-eity. 

10 EXPLANATION 

ll This bill provides that contracts for publ:c improvements 

12 are to be awarded ~o the lowest responsible bidder. The bill 

13 strikes an except~on which allows contracts relating to public 

14 utiltties to be awarded by the governing body as it deems 1n 

15 the best 1nterests of the city. 
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SENATE FILE 217 
S-3410 

l Amend Senate F•le 217 as follows: 
2 •. Page 1, by i~se(ting before l1ne 1 
3 1ng: 

the follow-

4 ''Sectic:-. .... Sec::on 384.97, Coce 1993, is amended 
5 by acid1~g the Eo:low:ng new suosection: 
6 NEW S~BSECT:ON. 4A. The terms of a :ocal 
i prefe~e~ce ordinance w~ic~ the city :nte~ds ~o ~ely on 
8 1n award1ng ~he cont~ac:.'' 
9 2. Page l, by "~Se(ting after line 9 the 

:o following: 
l.l 
l2 
13 

''r~ the city ~~tends to ~~elude a pre~erence for 
local bidders in its Cecerminaticn of the best 
interests of the city, the governing body shall do all 

" t' c:: ~ ~ • Oc ne ~o~~ow1ng: 
15 ~- ~~act an ordi~ance or ~esol~tion setti~g Eorth 
16 the local oreference and establisninc i:s terns. 
' -~ I 2. Incl~de witnin :ne ~ct1ce to bidde~s an 
18 exolanation of tne local oreference ordinance and its 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

terms. 
3. Make soecific findincs of fact in suooo(t of an 

award based upon local prefe~ence including, but net 
limited to, demonstraced long-term economic benefit or 
comparable cost benefit calculations.'' 

By JOHN P. KIBBlE 

S-3410 FILED APRIL 6, 1993 

SENATE FILE 217 
S-3413 

l Arne~d Senate ?ile 2:7 as fo:lows: 
2 1. ?age 1, by 1nserting before :ine l the follow-
3 1ng: 
4 "Section l. Section 384.97, Cede :993, is amended 
5 by add:ng the following ~ew suosec:ion: 
6 NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. ~he terms of a lcca: 
7 oreference ordi~a~ce wnic~ the c~ty intends to re:y on 
8 ~n awarding the co~tract." 
9 2. Page l, ~'l s:~1k:ng :ines 5 tnrcugh 9 and :n-

10 sert1ng the following: ''the lowes: responsible 
11 ~idde(, provided, however, tna: contracts relat:r.g to 
:2 cublic ucilit1es or extens1cns or imo(ovements 
l3 thereof, as descr~~ed in divls:on v of th:s chapter, 
14 may be awarded by the governing body as it deems to ~e 
15 in the best in:erests of che c1ty. If the citv 
:o in:ends to :nclude a orefe~e~ce for local bidders in 
:7 
18 

'"s a·e•erm'~a·'or o" the bes• ln"e•es·s o" •he ci•, ""-'- .... : ...... ..... ..l.. •• .:. {; L. ~.... .. (.. J.. .... ,. -'-(' 

che governing ~odv shal~ do all of the fol~cwing: 
19 1. Enact an crd1nance or resolution setting fortn 
20 tne :ocal ore:erence and establishinc its terns. 
2: 2. Include w::n~n the ~otice to b1dders an 
22 
23 

exolanatio~ o~ t~e l~cal ore~erence ordinance and its 
ter:ns. 

2 ' - v K. -.- • -= • ,...., -= : "''....: • .... .- s ,...., ~ ~ - ... : n s ·pee~ t " -"'t J. ..a e spt' ..... - .... ......... _; ....... ..:.. .. - ,_,.J,. ~ac .... ..:. u. L O:... al. 
25 award ~ased u~cn :oca: ore~e:e~ce incl~ding, but not 
26 l~~~~ed ~o, demcns:=ated :c~c ~erm econom:c benefi~ o= 
27 ccmoarable case oenefi: calculatlcns.'' 

S-3413 ?IL.SD A?R:: 6, 1993 

By jQHN P. KIBB~E 

:<ICHAI<D ? . DRAKE 
',~: :.M.SR ?.ENS INK 
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SENATE FILE dl._ I 7 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT BILL BY CHAIRPERSON 

SORENSEN) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved ---------------------------

A BILL FOR 

l An Act rela:ing to the award of a contract by a city. 
2 BE IT ENACTED BY TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF :OWA: 
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S.F. H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 384.99, Code 1993, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 384.99 AWARD OF CONTRACT. 

4 The contract for the public improvement must be awarded to 

5 the lowest responsible bidder,-pro~ided,-~owever,-~~a~ 

6 eo"traet~-re%ati"~-~o-p~~%ie-~ti%itie~-or-e~te"~io"~-or 

7 iMprovement~-thereof,-as-de~eri~ed-i"-division-V-o£-t~is 

8 ehepter,-May-~e-ewerded-~y-t~e-~overni"9-~ody-as-it-deems-to . . 
9 ~e-i"-~~e-~e~~-i"~erest~-of-~~e-eity. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill provides that contracts for public improvements 

12 are to be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder. The bill 

13 strikes an exception which allows contracts relating to public 

14 utilities to be awarded by the governing body as it deems in 

15 the best interests of the city. The bill may impose a state 

16 mandate as provided in chapter 25B. 
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