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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

1 A Joint Resolution to request the Congress of the United States
to propose an amendment to the United States Constitution that

will enable three-fourths of the states to amend the

2
3
4 Constitution subject to congressional veto.

5 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IQWA:
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WHEREAS, alill 32! amendments proposed to the United States
Constitution since 1788 have been initiated by Congress; and

WHHERCAS, more than 400 petitions from the several states
reguesting a ceonstitusional convention to propose amendments
have beern filed with Congress but have never resuited in the
calling ¢f a convention or adeption of an amendrment; anrnd

WHEREAS, there should be a proper balance of raticral and

state nowrr .n a federal system; the present mechanism for the
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states ro inttlate a constituticra: convention has proved Lo

pe unworkable; and the envisioned and desirable equipolse
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hetween naticnal and state powers reguires a means for the
several states to be able o propese amendments to the
Constartution; and

WHLREAS, an Intergovernmental Paritnership Task Force has
proposed 1n 1ts 1989 report to the Intergovernmertal Atfairs
Committee Of Lhe Council of State Governments, an amendment to
Article V of the United States Constitution to establish a
thoughttul balancing of national and state interests in the
constitutlional amendment process; and

WHERVAS, the essence of the Task Force proposal is to
enable the legislatures of three-fourths of the states to
propose amendments to the Constitution subject to the veto of
the Congress by a two-:tnirds vote cf both houses within two
years of the states' submission c¢f the amendments; and

WHEREAS, this proposal embodies a prudent method for
constitutlional amendments to be initiated by a substantial
majority of the several states and yet subject to veio by the
Congress; NOW THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA, That
the Iowa General Assembly request the Congress of the United
States to propose an amendment to Article V of the
Constitution of the United States which in essence provides
that:

Whenever three-fourths of the legislatures of the several

states deem 1t necessatry, they shall propose amendments to .
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this Constitution. Afrer two years from the date of receipt
by the Clerk of the House of Representatives of a certified
copy of the propesed amendments from the state which
represents three-fourths or more c¢f the several states, the
proposed amendments shall be valid to all 1ntents and purposes
as part of this Ceonstitution, unless disapproved by two-tnicds
of both houses of Congress witkrin thaf two-year period. Eacn
state shall have the power %o rescind its achlon to propose
the amendments only until the beginning of that two-year
period; and

BE IT FURTHER REISOLVED, That the Icwa General Assembly
request the legislatures cf the several states to apply to
Congress for the propesal of this amendiwent to the
Constitution cf the United States; and

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resoluticn be
sent to the President of the United States Senafe and the
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, to each
of the United States senators and representatives from Iowa,
and to the legislatures of each of the several states,
attesting to the adoption of this resolution.

EXPLANATION

This resolution requests the United States Congress to
propose an amendment to the United States Constitution whereby
three-fourths of the states can amend thne Constitution subject

to a veto by two-thirds of both houses of Congress.
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