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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 

1 A Joint Resolution to request the Congress of the United States 

2 to propose an amendment to the United States Constitution that 

3 will enable three-fourths of the states to amend the 

4 Constitution subject to congressional veto. 
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STA~E OF IOWA: 
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S.J.R. LJ.R. aoo1 

l WH~REAS, al: 33 affiendments proposed to the United States 

2 Constitution since 1788 have been ini:1ated by Congress; and 

J WiiSREAS, more than 400 peri t. ions frorr. the se•;eral states 

4 req~Pst::~g a constitutional cotlvention to propose a1ne~dme!~ts 

S have beer: filed v1i t!; Co~gress but have never resulted in :ne 

G call1:tq of a conventio~ or adoption of an arr.e~d~e~t; and 

1 WHEREAS, there should be a proper balance of national and 

A st.d~P powr·~ ~n a fede:al syste~; the present mecha~ism for the 

9 stdtes ~o i~itiate a cons:it~tic~ai convention has proved ~o 

10 be urH;orkable; ar:U thP. envisioned a~c! desirable Pguipoi~P 

Ll hetween national and state powers requires a means for the 

~2 several stdtes to be able :o propcse areend:ner1ts to the 

~]Constitution; and 

11 WHf:RLAS, an rntergo~ern~e~tal Partnership Task Force ~as 

i5 proposed in its 1989 report to t~e Intergovern:11ental Affairs 

16 Commiltee of the COU!lCil of Sta~e Governments, an amendme11t to 

!7 Artic!e V of the United States Constitution to establish a 

!fl thouqhtf;;l balancing of '1a~.ional and state in~.erests in the 

!9 constitutional amendffient process; and 

20 WHE<lFAS, the essence of the Task Force proposal is to 

21 enable the leqislat~~es of three-fourths of the states to 

22 propose amendments to the Constitutio11 subject to the veto of 

~3 !.he Cor1grcss by a two-:hirds vote o~ both houses ~itt1in two 

21 years ot the states' suh~ission of the amendments; and 

2~ WHf.REAS, this proposal embodies a prudent method for 

26 constitutional amend:oents to be initiated by a substantial 

2/ major1ty of the several states and yet subject to veto by the 

28 Congress; NOW THEREFORS, BE IT 

29 RESOLVE~ BY THE GEN~RAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA, That 

JO the !owa General Assembly request the Congress of the United 

Jl States to propose an amendment to Artic:e V o~ the 

12 Constitution of the United States which in essence prov1des 

JJ that: 

14 Whenever three-fourths of the legislatures of the several 

35 stdtes depm 1t necessary, they shall propose a~endments to 
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S.J.R. H.J .R. aCQl_ 

i this Constitution. After two years from the date of receipt 

2 by the Clerk of the House o~ Rep•esentatives oE a certif1ed 

3 copy of the proposed amendme~~s frort th~ state w~ich 

4 represents three-fourths or more o~ the severa~ states, the 

5 proposed amendments shall be val'd to all 1~tents and purposes 

6 as part of this Consti~ution, unless disapproved by two-thirds 

7 of both houses of Congress withi~ that two-year per1od. 

8 stat~ shall have the power ~o rescind its actior1 to proposP 

9 the amend~ents only until the beginntng of ti•at two-year 

10 period; and 

ll BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Iowa Genera! Assembly 

12 request the legislatures of the several states to apply to 

13 Cor.gress for the proposal of tf',is amendment to the 

14 Constitution of the United S~ates; and 

15 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That cop~es of this resolution be 

i6 se:1t to the President of the Ur:ited States Senate and the 

17 

18 

19 

Sp<eaker 

of the 

and to 

of the United States House of Represe~tatives, tu each 

United States senators and representatives from Io~a. 

the legislatures of each of the several states, 

20 attest1ng to the adoption of this resolution. 

21 EXP!.ANATION 

22 This resolut1on req~ests the [Jnited States Congress to 

23 propose an amendment to the United States Constit11tion whereby 

24 three-fourths of the states can amend the Constit~Ition subject 

25 to a veto by two-thirds of bot:h ho~,;ses of Congress. 
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