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SENATE JO:NT RESO:,~_:T!()N 

8Y MURPn'1, HAN~ON, rlnd RIORDf'\~J 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes 
-------

Nays 

Approved 

Passed Heuse, Date 

Vote: Ayes 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 

1 A Joi~t Resolution to request that the Congress of the U~itpd 

2 States amend the Cons~itu:ion of the U:lited S:ates to prov:de 

] ~or t~e prohibitio~ of federal and state actio~ which 

4 desecrates or di:utes rights guaranteed u~der the Bi!l of 

5 Rights . 

6 WHEREAS, the year 1991 marks the two h~ndredth anniversary of 

7 the ratification of :he :irst ten arne:-:dments, com:nonly known as 

3 the Bil: of Rights, to the Constitution of the United States and 

9 the integration of those amendmen:s into the organic laws o~ this 

10 country; and 

11 WHEREAS, the rights and ~rivilpges guaranteed 1n those 

12 amend~ent5 form the foundations upon which the fceedoms enjoyed 

13 and taken foe granted by eac:' Merican citizen are oased; and 

14 WHEREAS, diversity, the tolerance and protection of which is 

15 the hallmark of the Bill of R1ghtS, has served as a source of 

16 strength and elasticity 1n the American culture; and 

17 WHEREAS, :he erosion of tolerance and protec~io:l of d~versity 

18 by the ch1pping away at or the d1lution of those aS5U[a~Ces 

19 contained in the Bill of Rights '>'Ji::":' sec';e to degrade the 

20 and cult:..lral fabric of our nation, as well as destroy Qi..":" 

21 se~bldnce of political and civil orde!."; a~d 

22 WHEREAS, there are many exa~!pies ~oday of the c~ao5 and 

23 bloodshed which :s caused when ~he freedoms, such as those 

80ral 

24 contained in the Bil: of Righcs are abr~dged, diluted, or are no~ 

25 1n force; NOW THEREFORE, 



S.J .R. ~_ H.J .R. __ . __ . __ 

1 Tha~ the Congress of the ~nited States IS requested to enact 

2 an amendment to the Constitution of the UnIted Sta:es which 

3 gUdr~l)tees the sanctity and forbids t~e desec~atiorl or di~~~i~g 

~ of the freedoms contained in or iilt(j~si~ :0 :he Bill of Rjgh~s 

5 by reqUiring that ~either the states nor 

6 enact legislation which :mpi~ge5 "pon oc restr:cts i~divldl:al 

7 exerc~se of those freedoms, wh~ch irlclude ~he Eol~owing: the 

8 freedoms of speecll, assemt)ly, religio;), a~d pr~ss; :~e rlg~~ to 

9 petition tne gover~men: for redress; tile rlgnt to bear arms; 

10 the freedom from nilitary consc~ip:io~ 0: o::p's p[ope[~.y for 

11 mili~ary quarters; t~e right to be secure ~n onpls pc~son, 

~.2 hOllse, papers, and effects aga:nst ~~~easo:~~b_e sparct!ps ~:)d 

13 seizures made withou~ probab:e callse; rigllt ~Q receive r:otice 

;4 and be ir::ormed of the contentS of any crimi~al charges a~d to 

15 be free from be.icg !::~ieG t\-iice :or :he saJile ():-:e:~se; t:;e r:"gh:-. 

16 to have. ~n crimirlal cases, a speedy and pub:ic tr:al by an 

:7 impartial jury of citizens of the sta~e and ~lstrict in which 

18 the event took place, to confront one's accuse~St to be free 

19 from the compulsion of testifying againsl o:lese:f, and to have 

20 :egal representatIon; to he ab:e ~o posses5 pr.,perty :nat 

2.[ ca~not be taken away for pub:ic use withou: ~ll5t compe~satiGn; 

22 the right to have a jury hear a civil matter w~pre the amounl 

23 in corltroversy exceeds twpnty dollars; the rig~t :0 be free 

24 from the imposition oE excessivp bail, filles, or cr~el and 

25 unusual punish~ent; the r~ght for the peop:e arlJ the s:ales to 

26 retain and possess those rights not specifically delegated or 

27 protected; and those rights and priv'ipges [ound to be 

28 Intrinsic to the r~ghts e~umerated in those ten aner~cJr:,p:lts. 

29 

30 This joint resol~tion req~ests that the ~rited States 

31 Congress enact an amendment to t~e ~r:ited States Constit~tion 

32 which guara~tees the sar~c~ity and ~0rbids the desecr~tiorl or 

33 diluting of the B:ll of Righ~s and those rigUs ,,·i:lcr. are 

34 intri~sic to the rights enumeratpd in the ten a~e~d~e~:s. 
35 
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BE IT RESOc,VED BY THE GENERAL ASSPM8LY 0, THf. ST;\TE Or' 10\",'.: 
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