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1 An Act relating to :nformation subject to the review or control 

2 of the office of citizens' aide. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERA:' ASSEMBLY Of THE STATE OF IOviA: 
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~ARCHTIW 
S.F. ,,371 H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 601G.l, Code 1991, 1S amended by adding 

2 the following new s~bsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. "Record or document" includes all 

4 writings, drawings, graphs, charts, photographs, phonorecords, 

5 audiotapes, videota?es, and any other data compilations stored 

6 or preserved in any medium from which information can be 

7 obtained. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 60lG.8, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 601G.8 CLOSED FILES. 

11 The citizens' aide may maintain secrecy 1n respect to all 

12 matters including tje identities of the complainan:s or 

13 witnesses coming before the citizens' aide, except that the 

14 general asser:-,bly, a:1y standing cor:-~ittee of the ge'1eral 

15 assembly, the legislative council, or the govcrrlor ~ay require 

16 disclosare of any matter and shall have complete access to the 

17 records and files 0: the citizens' aide exceat 
---'-.. 

for ':'nformation 

18 in the records and :i:es which is confiden::ia: as_ proviced .~:i. 

19 law. The citizens' aide may conduct priva:e ~earings. 

20 Sec. 3. Section 601G.9, subsection 3, Code 199~, is 

21 amended to read as ~o11ows: 

22 3. Request and receive from each agency assistance and 

23 information as nece3sary in the performance of the d~ties of 

24 the office.!.....l!l.cludi::g but not limited to ass:sta:-:c;.c:. and 
25 inf_<?_r_mation for pUrD,:;.ses of de:'.;:rmininq if art ~nves:.isatiQn 

26 under section 6CIG.:1 or 60lG.12 should be conduc~ed. In 

27 obtaining the assls~ance a~d informat:on, :he c1tize:-:s' alde 

28 maL.do al: of :he E)11owi~ 

29 a. Notw±th~te~d~~9-~eetio~-i~7~7-ptlrS~e~e-~o-8~ 

30 investiget±-er.-t~e-e·_·t±-1!e~.s.1.-eide-tf.ey-exe~!::",:e ~x~_~':'::e ar:c copy 

31 any and a:1 records and documents of any agE:-:cy~_:ncluding any 

32 record or docame:1t ,,; def :'ned :'n this chaater "J~ic:-. :s ---... ~--...:..:..:::.; 

33 re_q~i.red by :aw to t~~ _<ept s;on:ide:ltial, tl:1~ess ~~e ~::c 

34 custodian deIi1or:st~a;_€s ~~e~-th~ erie of the :o_~~.OW~!"'.9: 

35 lU The examinatio!: >iOu:d violate federal :Caw. 
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1 (2) The examina~ion would o~ result In the denial of 

2 federal funds to the agency. 

3 (3) The informacion is privileged under law and the 

4 privilege has not been waived by a person entitled to assert 

5 the claim of privilege. 

6 14 ) The informa:ion would disclose 

7 impressions, conclusions, opinions, or 

8 attorney. 

the privileged mental 

legal theories of an 

9 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. Confidential documents p=ovided to :~e 

10 citizens' aide by Ocher agencies Shall continue to maintain 

11 their confidential status. In order to assure a free flow oE 

12 information for acco~p:ishing the purposes of this section~ 

13 ~inEormatic, in ~!1e possession of the citizg::.?~.aJd~_~t-)cr. 

14 ~rivilege?,3nd .£,~~f~dential by law shall !"-.at be s:..:bject to 

15 9i~,c()very, s:..:~er:a: or othe= mea:-;s 1eqal:y compelling cr.e 

16 ~~ }_e_a_~ e 0 f the i n f 0 :-:na ~ ..::..:o:..:~.:..' .....::t..::o--=a:..:n.:..y"--.;;:p'-'e:..:=:..:s:::.'-"v.:.:~--=c:..:r.:.., d=-..:s..:.:-'-.:, c::.:::.' ",l....:..,:..:,o:...r::.. . ....:..b-,-" 

1. 7 a dm i s sib 1 e e v i d ~~ _.i n ..:a::.n:.:..J..Y_JL· :"::.' d::.' ",i..:c..:i:..:c:..:l=--..:o..:r--=a::.c::.· "':.::' "..:1-=-":..:_ i:..:s=....ct .:.[..:d,--::..::=-: v....:..E' 

18 oroc:eeding. 

19 §.!C!Ef . .£I_~mber are sUJject to the sa:;!e policies a:lc t?~:1a::'ties 

20 regarding the confidentiality of the a record or dOC~ffient as 

21 an e~lployee of the dger.cy ;;hic~rov~ged the reco:d-2_r_ 

22 document, 

23 b. 'l'!-te-ei:;:i"er;.':·-a±de-l;. j-e':l'ce'l: Enter a"d ;:1spect prerr::ses 

24 within any agency's control ar.d ~ar ob3erve proc~edi~gs a~d 

25 "t d he-po ~-~-~~ - ~·~~t-A~-~~ -~ ~e-eQ-e~--~~~~-. al.- e:: c.lo.lngs, \-1_",&0 "'~le ee ............... v .......... e ... t"l ........ ...,.'" vi ~U.·,'-jl 

26 including those held ur.der a provision of confidentiality. 

27 een;~.Co td-br-Il':lj'-e'l~:.ei' wi ~h :he consent 0L ... ~.!:~_:,r:.t:.~:.t:'s.~cd 
28 party, unless ~he a~ency de~ons~rate5 that the attenda~ce or 

29 observation would violate ~ede=al _aw or result in the denia: 

30 of federal funds to ~hat agency. 'l'hi:9-8abgeeti:cn-doeg-~~c 

31 p~r~+t-the-exem±ne~~,o~-of-reeerds-or-eeeess-to-~~8r~~~s-e~d 

32 proe~~d±"gs-w~±eh-e:·~-the-wo~~-~~odtlet-o£-an-atte~~e7 -~~~e~ 

33 seet±o~-~~.~7-~tlb~ee~~eft-q7-0~-~~~eh-e~e-p~~v±~e;ed 

34 coa~c~~e8t±o~s-~~de=-~eetion-6z~.19. 

35 EXPLA~A"'IOr-; 
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1 This bill change~ the provisions relating to secrecy of 

2 files or informatior. obtained or maintained by the office of 

3 citizens' aide/ombu~sman by adding the legislative council to 

4 the list of individ~als who may require disclosure of 

5 information. The b::l also qualifies the extent to which 

6 information can be required to be disclosed by the citizens' 

7 aide/ombudsman and Ly prohibiting disclos~re where disclosure 

8 or access is specif .. cally prohibited by law. 

9 With respect to c"tizens' aide/ombuds~an access to 

10 information or assi~~a~ce :rom other agencies, tr.e b~ll 

11 provides that assiS~dnce and information, which ~s for 

12 determining whether an investigation by the cit~zens' 

13 aide/ombudsman shou.:d be conducted, is included a,~or.g the 

14 types of informatio~ that the citizens' aide/o:nbLds~a~ may 

15 request and receive. The bill states that records which are 

16 confidential by law are also subject to examina:ion and 

17 copying by the citizens' aide/ombudscan unless prohibited by 

18 law or privilege or ~he examination and copying would :esJlt 

19 in 1055 of federal :unds. The bill also provides tha: 

20 attendance at confidential hearings by the citizens' 

21 aide/ombudsman may be permitted with the consent of the 

22 interested party. 
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