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1 An Act 

2 and 

relating to unfair and discriminatory 

subjecting violators to civil actions 

practices in 

and existing 

housing 

3 criminal penalties. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

5 

6 

7 

SENATE FILE 2301 
H-5488 

1 Amend Senate File 2301, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 

1. Page 4, line 3, by striking the word 
"exemptions" and inserting the following: 
lIexceptions u • 

2. Page 4, line 5, by striking the words and 
figures "subsections 1 thro~gh 6 do" and inserting ehe 
following: "subsection 6 does". 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 3. Page 5, line 22, by inserting after the figure 

10 "601A.ll" the following: "or 60IA.IIA". 
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1 Section 1. Section 601A.2, Code S~pplement 1991, is 

2 amended by adding the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. ·Covered multifamily dwelling" means 

4 any of the following: 

5 a. A building consisting of four or more dwelling units if 

6 the building has one or more elevators. 

7 b. The ground floor units of a building consisting of four 

8 or more units. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 601A.2, subsection 8, Code Supplement 

10 1991, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 

11 paragraph: 

12 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. ·Pamilial status" also means a 

13 person who is ~regnant or who is in the process of securing 

14 legal custody of an individual who has not attained the age 0: 
15 eighteen years. 

16 Sec. 3. Section 601A.2, subsection 12. Code Supplement 

17 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

18 12. "Unfair practice" o~ "discriminatory practice" means 

19 those practices specified as unfair or discriminatory in 

20 sections 60IA.6, 601A.7, 60IA.8, 60IA.8A, 601A.9, 601A.IO, end 

21 601A.ll, and 601A.I1A. 

22 Sec. 4. Section 60IA.8, unnumbered paragraph 1 and 

23 subsections 1 and 2, Code 1991, are amended to read as 

24 follOWS: 

25 It shall be an unfair 

26 person, owner, or person 

or discriminatory practice for 

acting for an owner, of rights 

27 housing or real property, with or without compensation, 

any 

to 

28 including but not limited to persons licensed as real estate 

29 brokers or salespersons, attorneys, auctioneers. agents or 

30 representatives by power of attorney or appointment, or any 

31 person acting under court order, deed of trust, or will: 

32 1. To refuse to sell, rent, lease, assign" e~ sublease~ 

33 refuse to negotiate, orco och~rw.tse make u".?vailable, or deny 

34 any real property or hOUS:;lg accommodation or rart, portion or 

35 interest therein. to any person because of the race, color, 

-.-
• 
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1 creed, sex, religion, national origin, disability, or familial 

2 status of such person. 

3 2. To discriminate against any person because of the 

4 person's race, color, creed, sex, religion. national origin, 

5 disability. or familial status, in the terms, conditions or 

6 privileges of the sale. rental, lease assignment or sublease 

7 of any real property or housing accommodation or any part, 

8 portion or interest ~he~ein in the real property or hous~ 

9 accommodation or in the provision of services or facilities in 

10 connection with the real property or housing accommodation. 

11 For purposes of this section. "person" means one or more 

12 individuals. corporations, partnerships, associations, labor 

13 organizations, legal representatives. mutual companies. joint-

14 stock companies, trusts. unincorporated organizations. 

15 trustees. trustees in cases under Title 11 of the United 

16 States Code. receivers. and fiduciaries. 

17 

18 

19 

Sec. 5. 

by striking 

following: 

Section 601A.IIA. Code Supplement 1991. is amended 

the section and inserting in lieu thereof the 

20 601A.llA INTERFERENCE, COERCION. OR INTIMIDATION --

21 ENFORCEMENT BY CIVIL ACTION. 

22 It shall be unlawful to coerce, intimidate. threaten. or 

23 interfere with any person in the exercise or enjoyment of, on 

24 account of the person having exercised or enjoyed. or on 

25 account of the person having aided or encouraged any other 

26 person in the exercise or enjoyment of, any right granted or 

27 protected by section 60IA.S, 60IA.SA, or 601A.15A. 

28 Sec. 6. Section 60IA.12, unnumbered paragraph 1 and 

29 subsections 1, 2, and 3. Code Supplement 1991. are amended to 

30 read as follows: 

31 The provisions of ~eeeien sections 601A.S and 601A.8A shall 

32 not apply to: 

33 1. Any bona fide religious institution with respect to any 

34 qualifications it may impose based on religion, when s~~h the 

35 qualifications are related to a bona fide religious purpose 
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1 unless the religious institution owns or operates property for 

2 a commercial purpose or m~mbership in the religion is 

3 restricted on account of race, color, or national ori~in. 

4 2. The rental or leasing of a hetls~ng-aeeefflmeeatien 

5 dwelling in a building which contains housing acco~~odations 

6 for not more than two families living independently of each 

7 other, if the owner er-members-ef-the-ewnerLs-famity-re~ide 

8 resides in one of stleh the housing accommodations. 

9 3. The rental or leasing of less than four rcom~ within a 

10 single hOtlsing-eeeemmeoatien dwelling by the occupant or owner 

11 of 5tleh-l'IOt:l5!:ng-eeeoll'.l!Iodet:i:en the dwell i n9, if the occupan t or 

12 owner er-members-ef-thBt-pe~sen~s-femity-res:i:de reSides in the 

13 aeeemmedatien dw~lling. 

14 Sec. 7. Section 601A.12, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

15 1991, is amended by striking the subsection. 

16 Sec. 8. Section 601A.12, subsection 5, unnumbered 

17 paragraph 1 and paragraph a, Code Supplement 1991, dre amended 

18 to read as follows: 

19 Hetlsing-eeeemmeeetiens Dwellings provided under ~ny state 

70 or federal program specifically designed and opercit~d Lo 

21 assist elderly persons, as defined in the state or federal 

22 program .that the commission determines to be consistent .. with 

23 determinations made by the _secretary 01. housing ar.d :lEban 

24 development, and housing for older persons. As used in th~s 

2S subsection, "housing for older persons" mea~s housing 

26 communities consisting of aeeemmeaBt±en~ dwellings intended 

27 for either of the fallowing: 

28 d. For eighty percent occupancy by at least one person 

29 fifty-five years of age or older per unit, and providing 

30 s,gniEicant facilicies and services specifically designed to 

11 meet the physical or social needs of sueh the persons and the 

32 housing facility 111.ust publish and adhere _to po~icies and 

31 procedures wh:ch demonst~9.te a:1 intent by the owner or mar: . .il..ger 

34 to prolljde housing for persons fifty-five years of age or 

35 older. 
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1 Sec. 9. Section 601A.12, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

2 by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The exemptions to the 

4 requirements of sections 601A.S and 601A.8A provided for 

5 dwellings specified 1n subsections 1 through 6 do not apply to 

6 advertising related to those dwellings. 

7 Sec. 10. Section 60lA.12A, Code Supplement 1991, is 

S amended to read as follows: 

9 601A.12A ADDITIONAL HOUSING EXCEPTION. 

10 See~ie" Sections 601A.S and 601A.8A does do not prohibit a 

12 

13 

14 

11 person engaged in the business of furnishing appraisals of 

real estate from taking into consideration factors other than 

race, color, creed, sex, religion, national origin, 

disability, or familial status in appraising real estate. 

15 

16 

Sec. 11. Section 60lA.15A, subsection 2, Code Supplement 

1991, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

17 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. When the commission has reasonable 

IS cause to believe that a respondent has breached a mediation 

19 agreement, the commission shall refer this matter to an 

20 assistant attorney general with a recommendation that a civil 

21 action be filed for the enforcement of the agreement. The 

22 assistant attorney general may commence a civil action in the 

23 appropriate district court not later than the expiration of 

24 ninety days after referral of the breaCh. 

25 Sec. 12. Section 601A.15A, Code Supplement 1991, is 

26 amended by adding the following new subsections: 

27 NEW SUBSECTION. 12. This section applies only to the 

28 following: 

29 d. Complaints which allege a violation of the prOhibitions 

30 contained in section 601A.8 or 60IA.8A. 

31 b. Complaints which allege a violation of section 601A.ll 

32 or 601A.IIA arising out of alleged violations of the 

33 prohibitions contained in section 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 

34 NEW SUBSECTION. 13. If a provision of section 601A.15A 

35 applies under the terms of section 601A.15A, subsection 12, 
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1 and the provision of section 601A.15A conflicts with a 

2 provision of section 601A.15 thell the provision contained 

3 within section 601A.15A shall prevail. Similarly, if a 

4 provision oE section 60lA.16A or 601A.17A conflicts with a 

S provision of section 601A.16 or 601A.17, then the provision 

6 contained in section 601A.16A or 601A.17A shall prevail. 

1 Sec. 13. Section 60IA.16A, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

8 Supplement 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

9 b. The election must be made not later than twenty days 

10 after the date of receipt by the electing person ot service 

11 under section 69iA7X5 60lA.15A, subsection 5, or in the case 

12 of the co~~ission, not later than twenty days after the date 

13 the determination was issued. 

14 Sec. 14. Section 601A.16A, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

IS 1991, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

16 NEW PARAGRAPH. d. ThE: election to have the charges of a 

17 complaint decided in a civil action as provided in paragraph 

18 "a" is only available if one of the following is alleged: 

l~ (1) It is alleged that there has heen a violation of 

20 section 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 

21 (2) It is alleged that there has been a violation of 

22 section 601A.ll arising out of an alleged violation of the 

23 prohibitions contained in section 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 

24 Sec. 15. Section 601A.17, subsection 10, Code 1991, is 

25 amended to read as follows: 

26 10. If no proceeding to obtain judicial review is 

27 instituted within thirty days from the Be~~±ee iSsuance of an 

28 order of the commission under section 601A.1S or 60lA.15A, the 

29 commission may obtain an order of the court for the 

30 enforcement of Btlel-! the order upon showing that respondent is 

31 SUbject to the jurisdiction of the commission and resides or 

32 transacts business within the county in which the petition Eor 

33 enforcement is brought. 

34 Sec. 16. Section 601A.17A, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

3S Supplement 1991, is amended to read as follo~s: 

-5-
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1 b. Venue for an action under this section is in the county 

2 in which the respondent resides or has its principal place of 

3 business, or in the county in which the alleged discriminatory 

4 housing or real estate practice occurred. 

5 Sec. 17. Section 601A.17A, subsection 2, Code Supplement 

6 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

7 2. A commission order under section 601A.lSA, subsection 

8 11, ~6es and a commission order that has been substantiallY 

9 affirmed by judicial review, do not affect a contract, sale, 

10 encumbrance, or lease that was consummated before the 

11 commission issued the order and involved a bona fide 

12 purchaser, encumbrancer, or tenant who did not have actual 

13 notice of the charge issued under this chapter. 

14 Sec. 18. Section 601A.20, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

15 1991, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 

16 lieu thereof the following: 

17 1. This chapter does not affect: 

18 a. A reasonable local or state restriction 011 the maximum 

19 number of occupants permitted to occupy a dwelling. 

20 b. Tenancy of an individual that would constitute a direct 

21 threat to the health or safety of other individuals or tenancy 

22 that would result in substantial physical damage to the 

23 property of others. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

EXPLANATION 

This bill amends chapter 601A and relates to unfair and 

discriminatory practices in housing. Amendments are made to 

Code 1991 and the Code Supplement 1991 to conform current 

housing law to the requirements of the United States 

department of housing and urban development. 

The bill defines the terms "covered multifamily dwelling", 

"familial status", and "unfair practice". 

The bill provides that it is an unfair or discriminatory 

practice for any person to interfere with another person's 

housing or real estate rights, not just such rights of an 

owner or agent of an owner, and provides that exceptions to 

-6-
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1 housing and real estate rights apply to the rights specified 

2 III section 60IA.SA as well as section 60IA.S. 

3 The bill removes an exemption for compliance for housing 

4 accommodations in which residents of both sexes must share a 

5 common bathroom on the same floor, and adds qualifications for 

6 the exemption allowed for housing accommodations for elderly 

7 persons (fifty-five years of age or older). 

S The bill also provides that hearing procedures in section 

9 601A.15A apply to complaints filed pursuant to sections 

10 60IA.B, 60IA.BA, 601A.1I, or 60IA.IIA. 

II 

12 

26 

21 

28 

2<) 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

S-55C6 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2301 

1 Amend Senate File 2301, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 4, line 3, by striking the word 
4 "exemptions" and inserting the following: 
5 "exceptions". 
6 2. Page 4, line 5, by striking the words and 
7 figures "subsections 1 through 6 do· and inserting the 
8 following: "subsection 6 does". 
9 3. Page 5, line 22, by inserting after the figure 

10 "601A.ll" the following: "or 601A.I1A". 

5-5506 FILED APRIL 2, 1992 
4-',-" .Z:,_ ·_(-,,<·u~'\./;,,<.k '..II;~ /.;-.! (1 /",;;:79) 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
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SENATE/HOUSE FILE Ol, 30 I , 
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COMMISSION BILL) 

Passed House, Date __________ __ 

Vote: Ayes Nays ______ __ 
Approved __________________________ _ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to unfair and discriminatory practices in housing 

2 and subjecting violators to existing civil and criminal 

3 penalties. 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section GOlA.2, Code Supplement 1991, is 

2 amended by adding the following new subsection: • 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. "Covered multifamily dwelling" means 

4 any of the following: 

5 

G 

7 

A building consisting of four or more residential units 

building has one or more elevators. 

The ground floor units of a building consisting of four 
8 units. 

9 2. Section 601A.2, subsection 8, Code Supplement 
10 1991, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 
11 paragraph: 

12 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. "Familial status" also means a 

13 person who is pregnant or who is in the process of securing 

14 legal custody of an individual who has not attained the age of 

15 eighteen years. 

16 Sec. 3. Section 601A.2, subsection 12, Code Supplement 

17 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
18 12. "Unfair practice" or "discriminatory practice" means 

19 those practices specified as unfair or discriminatory in ta. 
20 sections 601A.G, GOIA.7, 60IA.8, GOIA.8A, 601A.9, GOIA.IO and 

21 GOIA.ll. 

22 Sec. 4. Section GOIA.8, unnumbered paragraph 1 and 

23 SUbsections 1 and 2, Code 1991, are amended to read as 
24 fOllows: 

25 It shall be an unfair or discriminatory practice for any 
2G person, owner, or person acting for an owner, of rights to 

27 housing or real property, with or without compensation, 
28 including but not limited to persons licensed as real estate 

29 brokers or salespersons, attorneys, auctioneers, agents or 
30 representatives by power of attorney or appointment, or any 

31 person acting under court order, deed of trust, or will: 
32 1. To refuse to sell, rent, lease, assignL or subleaseL 

33 refuse to negotiate, or to otherwise make unavailable, or deny 
34 any real property or housing accommodation or part, portion or 

35 interest therein, to any person because of the race, color, 
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1 creed, sex, religion, national origin, disability, or familial 
2 status of such person. 

3 2. To discriminate against any person because of the 

4 person's race, color, creed, sex, religion, national origin, 

S disability, or familial status, in the terms, conditions or 

6 privileges of the sale, rental, lease assignment or sublease 

7 of any real property or housing accommodation or any part, 
8 portion or interest ~~erein in the real property or housing 

9 accommodation or in the provision of services or facilities in 
10 connection with the 

11 Sec. 5. Section 

real property or housing accommodation. 

601A.12; unnumbered paragraph 1 and 
12 subsections 1, 2, and 3, Code Supplement 1991, are amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 The provisions of see~ie~ sections 601A.S and 601A.8A shall 

15 not apply to: 

16 1. Any bona fide religious institution with respect to any 

17 qualifications it may impose based on religion, when s~eh the 

18 qualifications are related to a bona fide religious purpose 

19 unless the religious institution owns or operates property for 
20 a commercial purpose or membership in the religion is 

21 restricted 
22 2. The 

on account of race, color, or national origin. 
rental or leasing of a housing accommodation in a 

23 building which contains housing accommodations for not more 
24 than two families living independently of each other, if the 

25 owner er-members-e~-~he-ew~er~s-~~miiy-resiee resides in one 
26 of s~eh the housing accommodations. 

27 3. The rental or leasing of less than four rooms within a 
28 single housing accommodation by the occupant or owner of saeh 

29 the housing accommodation, if the occupant or owner er-lIIembers 

30 of-~h~~-person~s-f~lI\i%y-resiee resides in the accommodation. 

31 Sec. 6. Section 601A.12, subsection 4, Code Supplement 
32 1991, is amended by striking the subsection. 

33 Sec. 7. Section 601A.12, subsection 5, unnumbered 

34 paragraph 1 and paragraph a, Code Supplement 1991, are amended 

35 to read as follows: 

-2-
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1 Housing accommodations provided under any state or federal 

2 program specifically designed and operated to assist elderly ... 

3 persons, as defined in the state or federal program that the 

4 commission determines, and housing for older persons. As used 

5 in this subsection, "housing for older persons" means housing 

6 communities consisting of accommodations intended for either 

7 of the following: 

8 a. For eighty percent occupancy by at least one person 

9 fifty-five years of age or older per unit, and providing 

10 significant facilities and services specifically designed to 

11 meet the physical or social needs of sHch the persons and the 

12 housing facility must publish and adhere to policies and 

13 procedures which demonstrate an intent by the owner or manager 

14 to provide housing for persons fifty-five years of age or 

15 older. 

16 Sec. 8. Section 601A.12, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

17 by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

18 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The exemptions to the 

19 requirements of sections 601A.8 and 601A.8A provided for 

20 housing accommodations specified in subsections 1 through 6 do 

21 not apply to advertising related to those housing 

22 accommodations. 

23 Sec. 9. Section 601A.12A, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

24 to read as follows: 

25 601A.12A ADDITIONAL HOUSING EXCEPTION. 

26 Section Sections 601A.8 and 601A.8A does do not prohibit a 

27 person engaged in the business of furnishing appraisals of 
28 real estate from taking into consideration factors other than 

29 race, color, creed, sex, religion, national origin, 

30 disability, or familial status in appraising real estate. 

31 Sec. 10. Section 601A.15A, Code Supplement 1991, is 

32 amended by adding the following new subsection: 

33 NEW SUBSECTION. 12. This section applies only to the 

34 following: 

35 a. Complaints which allege a violation of the prohibitions 

-3-
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I. 1 contained in section 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 

2 b. Complaints which allege a violation of section 601A.ll 

3 or 601A.IlA arising out of alleged violations of the 

4 prohibitions contained in section 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 

S c. The decision whether or not to file, the processing of, 

6 the receipt of, the investigation of, the mediation of, the 

7 determination of, the prosecution of, the adjudication of, the 

8 remedying of, and all other actions taken with respect to 

9 complaints or potential complaints. 

10 Sec. 11. Section 601A.16A, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

11 Supplement 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

12 b. .The election must be made not later than twenty days 

13 after the date of receipt by the electing person of service of 

14 a written notice specifying the charges in the complaint as 

15 the charges may have been amended under section 66±A.±5 

16 601A.1SA, subsection 5, or in the case of the commission, not 

17 later than twenty days after the date the determination was 

• 18 issued. 

19 Sec. 12. Section 601A.16A, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

20 1991, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

21 NEW P~~AGRAPH. d. The election to have the charges of a 

22 complaint decided in a civil action as provided in paragraph 

23 "a" is only available if one of the following is alleged: 

24 (1) It is alleged that there has been a violation of 

25 section 601A.8 or 60IA.8A. 

26 (2) It is alleged that there has been a violation of 

27 section 601A.ll arising out of an alleged violation of the 

28 prohibitions contained in section 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 

29 Sec. 13. Section 601A.17, subsection 10, Code 1991, is 

30 amended to read as follows: 

31 10. If no proceeding to obtain judicial review is 

32 instituted within thirty days from the ~e~~~ee issuance of an 

33 order of the commission under section 601A.15 or 601A.l5A, the 

34 commission may obtain an order of the court for the 

,~ 35 enforcement of saeh the order upon showing that respondent is 

-4-
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1 subject to the jurisdiction of the commission and resides or 
2 transacts business within the county in which the petition for 

3 enforcement is brought. 

4 Sec. 14. Section 601A.17A, sUbsection 2, Code Supplement 

5 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

6 2. A commission order under section 601A.15A, subsection 

7 11, does and a commission order that has been substantially 

8 affirmed by judicial review, do not affect a contract, sale, 

9 encumbrance, or lease that was consummated before the 

10 commission issued the order and involved a bona fide 

11 purchaser, encumbrancer, or tenant who did not have actual 

12 notice of the charge issued under this chapter. 

13 EXPLANATION 

14 This bill amends chapter 601A and relates to unfair and 

15 discriminatory practices in housing. Amendments are made to 

16 Code 1991 and the Code Supplement 1991 to conform current 

17 housing law to the requirements of the United States 

18 department of housing and urban development. 

19 Sections 1, 2, and 3 define the terms "covered multifamily 

20 dwelling", "familial status", and "unfair practice". 

21 Section 4 provides that it is an unfair or discriminatory 

22 practice for any person to interfere with another person's 

23 housing or real estate rights, not just such rights of an 

24 owner or agent of an owner. 

25 Section 5 provides that exceptions to housing and real 

26 estate rights apply to the rights specified in section 60IA.SA 

27 as well as section 60lA.8. Qualifications are also added to 

28 rights of religious institutions and owner-occupied small 

29 residential buildings. 
30 Section 6 removes an exemption for compliance for housing 

31 accommodations in which residents of both sexes must share a 

32 common bathroom on the same floor. 

33 Section 7 adds qualifications for the exemption allowed for 

34 housing accommodations for elderly persons (fifty-five years 

35 of age or older). 

-5-

• 

• 

• 



• 

~ 

• 

S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 8 adds a subsection to section 601A.l2 which 
2 provides that none of the exemptions in that section applies 

3 to advertising. 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
14 

15 
16 

17 
18 

19 

Section 9 provides that an exception for appraisals of real 

estate applies to section 601A.8 as well as to section 
601A.8A. 

Section 10 provides that hearing procedures in section 
601A.15A apply to complaints filed pursuant to sections 

601A.8, 601A.8A, 601A.1I, or 601A.IIA. 

Section 11 corrects an internal reference. 

Section 12 relates to when an election to file a complaint 
in a civil action may be made with regard to sections 60IA.B, 

60IA.8A, or 60IA.ll. 
Section 13 provides for a commission authority to proceed 

for enforcement of its order under section 601A.15A as well as 

section 60IA.15. 

Section 14 provides that a commission order substantially 

affirmed by judicial review does not affect a housing or real 

estate action commenced before the commission order was 

20 issued. 

21 
22 

23 
24 
25 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
32 

33 

34 

35 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT 
SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

This bil: removes inconsistencies within chapter 601A with 
regard to unfair and discriminatory practices in housing. The 

changes are needed to coordinate amendments enacted last year 
(1991) to the previous provisions relating to unfair housing 

practices. The amendments also respond to a legal analysis of 
Iowa's fair housing law made by the assistant general counsel 

for fair housing of the federal office of fair housing and 

equal opportunity. 
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SENA'l'E fo'lLF. 2301 

AN ACT 

REI,AT]NG TO UNPAIR AND DISCRIHINA1'ORV PRACTICES IN HOUSING AND 

SURJt:C'rING VIOLATORS TO CIVIL ACTIONS AND EXISTING C£UMINAL 

PENALTlES. 

BE IT ENACTf:O BY THE: GENfRAL ASSEMBI,Y OF TNt:: STATE: OF IOWA: 

Section L Section 60110..2. Code Supplerr.ent 1991. is 

amended by adding the (ollowinq new subsection: 

~~~._!!YI!?!!~T.!9.~. 310.. "Covered tnultifamily d ... ·clli.ng·' means 

any of the following: 

a. A building consisting of foor or more dwelling units i.f 

the building has one or more elevators. 

b. The 9found floor units of a. building consisting of four 

or r.or€! unlts. 

Sec. 2. S~ction 60110..2, subsection 8, Code Supplement 

1991. Is a(".~ndp.d by adrJinq the following ne· .... unnumber~d 

paragraph: 

NEW lINNU,,!~RrD: ~.ti:~AG~~.~~. "Familial status" also neans a 

p~rson who i!) pl'eqnant or IoJho is in the process of securinq 

leqal custody of an individual who has not attained th~ age of 

eiqhteen years. 

Sec. 3. S~ction 601A.2. subsection 12. Code Su~pleroent 

1991. is amended to read as follows: 

l~. "Unfair practic~" or "discri~inalory practice" means 

those practices sp~cified as unfair or discriminatory in 

Rections 60IA.b, 60lA.?, 60lA.S, tiOlA.8~, 601A.9, 60lA.lO
L 

and 

60IA.ll, and_~O).~.~~. 

• 
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Sec. 4. Section 60lA.a. unnumbered paragraph 1 and 

subsections 1 and 2, Code 1991, are amended to read as 
follows: 

It shall be an unfair or discrim.inatory practice for any 

P~~;>2.1!!. o· ... ner. or pel'son actln<:; for an o·"mer, of riqhts to 

housing or real property, with or loJit.hout compensation, 

includlnq but not limited to persons licensed as real estate 

brokers or salespersons. attorneys. auctioneers. aqents or 

representativ~s by po .... er of attorney or apPointtr'.ent, or any 

person acting undel' court order. deed of trust, or wi.ll: 

1. To refusp to sell. rent. lease, asstqn~ or sublease~ 

!e}use .~~ neqot iat~ •. .£!....!~. Q~her",:! s~ mal(.~ .. unaVd !}a~!..!...t.... 9.!' den;t 

any redl property or housing accorn.l'Iodation or part, portion or 

interest therein. to any person because of the race, color, 

creed, sex, religion, national origin, di.ability, or familial 

status of such person. 

2. To discriminate aqainsL any person because of the 

person'g race, color, creed, sex. reli.gion, national origin, 

disability, or familial status, in the teems, conditiona or 

privileges of the sale, rental, lease as~ignrt\(!nt or sublf;>asc 

of any real property or housing accommodation or any pal't, 

portion or interest th~ .. etl'l ~.~.~~~.21 ~~'i. ~£.....!!..OllS!.!!.9. 

~9dation o!. ~_n th~ prov!.~?t!....2.!. s~r ... ice~ o.r ... ~aci.l.i~ip.s in 

conn~ction ~J..th.~.he r.~.aL.E.!.2.p~~.~r .~ousi!:,g ~ccom.:,o~at:..!'£r!' 

f2.~=p<?;>.~~t'!i~ sec~.~p.~~'person~' .. me.ans one. o.~~r~ 
.!~~ i v idu~l..s_, corpor~t i..~ns !...par t ne:~s~~.(. a~socia~..!~n~.!al~f)~ 
2!98,n i za t.ions, 1 eq<.? 1 .~.£.2.!.~!}~nta t i .'!e~~~~ ua 1 c<?mpan .i "!'IL J~ t:'lt:. 

~~c.?ck 9:9!!,ean i es •.. _t.r ':I.!!!.!L._~n i nco[.rJ(~~.a te~ .P...!..9i!.~.~~~ t i.?!!.!~ 

trus t!!:~.s...!.......!.!.!-!.?-t~e~.J...n---'£<!~~l!.......!!~E~ r . ~.i.!~ ~.!..!....p f ~!'.~ ~ .. t .~_~ 
g_~~~s Co~!!:~ r.~c:.£..iver..:~!.~.!!.£ .. f.idu~ia~~.es. 

Sec. S. Section 601A.l1A, Code Supplement 1991, i!'l art\lt.':'\ded 

by striking the section and inserting in lieu thereof th(! 
following: 

6()lA.lIA I .. r1:::Rf'I:RENCr;, COr.RCION, OR INTIMIDATIml __ 

ENf'()~CI:M~N1' BY CI,/IC ..... C1'IQ:-.I. 

(f) 
." 
~ 
Co> 
o .... 
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It shall be unlawful to coerce, intimidate. threaten, or 

interfere with any person in the exercise or enjoyment of, on 

account of th~ person having exercis~d or enjoyed, or on 

account of the person having aid~d or p.ncouraged any other 

person in the exercise or enjoymcnt of. any ri9ht. 9ranted or 

protected by section 601A.8, 60lA.8A, or 601A.ISA. 

Sec. 6. Section 601A.l1, unnumb~red paragraph 1 and 

subsections I, 2. and), Code SuppleMent 1991, are anended to 

read as follows: 

The provisiol'l$ of sf'!ettotl secu~!,:!~ 601A.8 ~~d .. ~~J~~ shall 

not apply to: 

1. Any bona fid~ religious institution with respect to any 

qualifications it may il"lpose based on religion ..... hen sljch the 

qualifications are related to a bona fide religious purpose 

unl~s.!!. ~he .r~!.!giou~ ~.~~!.!.~_~!.!.!9r"!. 9 .... n'5 or . .oP~X~~~_~.'p'roperty for 

a colt'./TIe!~~~l purFOS~ or .~e~b~ts~ip---.LI"!. ~he rel iqion is 

restricted ~!.l .. ~c:~~~nt....Q.L race, color, or national ot:..!Sit"!. 

2. The rental or le~sing of ~ housin9-aeeo~~odattotl 

~~~1.~~n9 in a building \lhich contains housinq accoltl./Tlodations 

for not more than two families living independ~ntly of each 

other. if the Owner &r-~e~b~r~-of-tne-ownerAs-fa~tly-re!tde 

!~s~d~~ in one of stten !t'! housing accol'r;nodations. 

3. The rental or leasing of less than four rooms · ... ithin a 

sinqle hOtlstn9-lleeolM'lodc:tiotl dwel.~~!l....9. hy the occupant or owner 

of !ljeh-ho'C1sttlq-eeeolt'Jl'lodatton !!1_~_.~~~~J_~!!9.. if the occupant or 

ownN or-lI\elfth~r~-~f-that-per!!lonA!-faI'l'lH'7-rel'lide re~_.!~.~~ in thc 

beco,,"JI'Iodc:tion ~w~l ~~r~g. 

Sec. 7. Section 60lA.11, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

1991, is ilmended by str ikinq the subsection. 

Sec. 8. Section 601A.12. subsection S, unnumbered 

paragraph I and p<Ha9r~ph d, Code Supplement 1991, are ame-pdcd 

to r~ad as follows: 

HOtts;tlCJ-eeeof"Jllodtltton!J !?~~.1~.!!g.:> provided undec any state 

or federal program specifically designed and opera~ed to 

assist elderly person5. as defined in the state or federal 
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pr 09 r am 1~!'!'_~~9.II!-.m! ss i..,?!!" q~~_e rm i ne!!_.~o ~!._~ons i st en~ __ .~!...!..!! 

de-term1nat~or~!> r:-'adp. by the secret,!!.y .. of hou_~.~llg .~C:~_ urban 

develqp'!Ien!, and housing for older persons. As used in thja 

subsection. "housing for older per!>ons" means housinq 

coltVllunities consisting of eeeo,,"JI'IodtltTonJ!l dwe-~fing~ intende-d 

for either of the following; 

a. For eighty percent occupancy by at least one person 

fifty-five years of age or older per unit, and providing 

s1gnificant faci.lities and $e-rvices specifically desiqned to 

meet the physi.cal or social needs of stteh the persons and t~~ 

housin9....I~c:ip~:t mu_~~.p~~.!.19h and.~j...here !?policies an~ 

p'r~£.edu!:.es which de!!!2!!.!"~r_~.te a~ ___ intent .. ~£....Q~t"!~r. ~...!.....nilRcl.Sl~.~ 

!:..2.....E!.~!'.-L~e h.9~~i..f!9.. for .. pe- rson!!. .. ~ q t y- f i v~ .l'!a rs Q,L.!se _or 

2: ld e-r. 
Sec. 9. Scction 6011\'12, Code Supplement 1991, is amend~d 

by adding the follo .... ing ne· .... unnumblHcd par.lqraph: 

NEW....Y.!!~~P:t~p.~f:.~ __ ~;,RAGRA~. The exct:pt ion!} to th~ 

require~ents of sections 601A.8 and 601A.SA provided for 

dwellings specHied in subsection 6 does not appl.y to 

advertIsing related to those dwellings. 

Sec. 10. Section 601A.12A. Code Supple;nent 1991, is 

amended to read as follows: 

601A.12A AOD1TlONAL HOUSING EXCEPTION. 

Beett&n Sectiol)~ ~9.I.A.8 and 601A.8A does ~ not prohibit a 

p~r80n engaged in the business of furnishing appraisals of 

real estate from taking into consideratioo factocs olh~r than 

race, colot. creed, sex, religion, national ori9in. 

disabili.ty, or familial status in appraisi.ng real estate. 

Sec. 11. Section 601A.1SA. subsection 1, Code Supplement 

1991, is amended Ly addinq the- (0Ilo .... 1ng ne'n' paragraph: 

~EW PA.RAGR~¥~. g. 'Nhl'n the cotrJ.1ission has reascnabje 

calJse to believe that a respondent has 'oreached a mediation 

B9reement, the conmission shall refpr this matter to an 

assistant attorn~y qenerdl with a reco~endation that a civil 

action b~ filed for the e~forc~ment of the aqteement. The 



e 
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4Rsistant attorney general may com~ence a civil action in the 
approprlate district court not later than th~ expiration of 

ninety days after referral of the breach. 
Sec. 12. Sect.ion 601A.lSA. Code Supplement 1991, is 

ilmended by addin9 the follo .... ing ne'"" subsections: 

~P.,!!_~U8SECTJOll. 12. This section applies only to the 

fol10· ... 1ng: 

a. Ccmpl~ints which allegp. a violation of the prohibitions 

contained in sect ion 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 

b. Complaints · .... hien allege a violation of section 601A.ll 

or nOIA.lIA arising out of alleged violations of the 
prOhibitions contained in section 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 

Nt;N_§_~~~f:C;!.ION. 11. If a provi!;ion of section 601A.lSA 

applies under the terms of section 601A.15A, subsection 12. 

and the provision of section 601A.15A conflicts with a 

provision of section 601A.15 then the pro ... ision contained 

within section 601A.1SA shall prevail. Similarly, if a 

provision of section 601A.16A or 601A.17A conflicts with a 

provision of !;~ct1on 601A.16 or 601A.17, the-n the provision 

contained in sect.lon 601A.16A or 601A.17A shall prevail. 

Sec. 13. Seclion 601A.16A, subsection 1, paragraph b. Codp 

Supplerrent 1991. is aMended to read as fol1owa: 

b. Tht.' election must be made not later Ulan twenty days 

after the date of receipt by the electing perse)n of service 

under se<:tion 681:#'1.15 ~O~".}_~, subsection S. or in the case 

of the commission, not later than t~enty days after the date 

the determination ... ·as issued. 

Sec. 14. Section 601A.16A, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

1991. is att".endrd by adding the followinq ne .... paragraph: 

~lf;~ ~_A}Y~<jB:~'-~~. d. The election to havp. tfl~ charge5 of a 

complaint d(><:idt:"'d in a civi 1 <lction as providf!d in paragraph 

"a" is only available if one of the follo .... inq is alleged: 

(1) It is alleqed that there has been a violation of 

sect inn 601A.8 or 601A.8A. 
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(2) It Is alleged that there has been a violation of 

section 601A.l} or SOIA.llA arislnq out of an alleqed 

Violation of the prohibitions contained in seclion 601A.e or 

601A.SA. 

Sec. 15. Section 601A.17, subsection 10, Code 1991, is 

anended to read as follO' ... 5: 

10. [f no proc~'edln9 to obt.ain judicial review is 

instituted within thirt.y days from the l"If!'r ... ie~ issuance of an 

order of the commi~sion under section 601A.lS or 60IA.15A, the 

conunis!llon may obtain an order of the court for the 

enforcement of !!:oetl ~he order upon nho .... i ng In.lt re!lponde-nt lS 

sUbject to the jurisdiction of the comnlr.sion and resides or 

transacts busines~ uithin the <:ounly in which the petition for 

enfor<:ement is brought. 

Se<:. 16. Section SOIA.l7A, stlbsection 1. paraqrapJl b. Code 

Supplement 1991. is amended to read as follow~: 

b. Venue for an action under thia ae(.'tion is In the county 

!...!!..which the respondent resides or hic\S its .l?.!i~cipal plaCI? of 

bU!Jiness. or in the county in which the all('g(~d discrimin.\t()ry 

housin9 or real estatp. practice occurred. 

Se<:. 17. Section 601A.17A. subse<:tion 2. Code Supplement 

1991, Is amended to read as follows: 

2. A comtrdssion order under se<:tion 601A.15A, subH'ction 

11, doe.!t an(!..}!_~rn:m_:.ss.~q,!~_,?rder t~_~_~ __ ~!!.~ __ l?£~~ s.ubstantially 

~ffimed by judicial _!_~~~~~L_~_~ not aff~ct a cont.ract., sale, 

en<:lImbrance, or Ipas.e that was consurn.-n.\tp.d bpfore the 

corF.mission Issued the order and involved <l bona fi<!e 

purchaser, encumhr.\ncp.r, or t.en.lnt who did not have oIIclui\1 

notice of the chdtge issued undl'C this chaptl'C. 

Sec. 18. Section 60lA.20. subs.ection I. Code Supple:nent 

1991, is anp.ndcd by striking the subsection and inserting in 

lieu thereof the fo.lowlng: 

1. This chapt.er does not affect: 

a. A rea~onable local or st.ate ff!stric!ion on the maxImum 

nll:JIher of oCC1Jp,l/ltS r,prmitted C? occupy ,\ dwellinco_ 

(J) 
TI 
I\) 

'" o 
~ 
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b. Tenancy of an individual that would constitute a direct 

threat to the health or safety of other individuals or tenancy 

that would result in substantial physical damage to the 

property of others. 
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