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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to the prohibition of the use of corporal 

2 punishment by foster parents and allowing the use of 

3 reasonable physical force to control foster children in 

4 certain circumstances_ 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL P.SSEMBL'i OF Ti:!E STATE OF ro,-!A: 
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s.p . ..Mtf.J. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 234.40. Code 1991. is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

1 234.40 CORPORAL ?U~rSHMENT. 

4 The department of human services shall "e~ adopt e~-eftferee 

5 e"1-~tlie-er-pe±iey rules prohibiting limited corporal 

6 punishment of fester children by foster Pdren~s licensed by 

7 the department. ~hi~-par8gr8p~-~hatt-"et-pre~en~-prb~~igat~e" 

8 ef-rtlleH-prehibiting-malieietls,-wiilrtlt-a"o··wanten-ee"dtlct-by 

y a-fe~ter-parent-whieh-eatlse~-injtlr7-er-da~8ge-te-8-fb~ter 

1U eh%td,-e~-expe5e5-the-fester-eh±td-te-dan~er-ef-5tleh-~njory-or 

"1 damage. The rules shall allow foster parents t~use 

physical .~.orc.e t.G rest,ain a foste, c:-Jild in order 

in jl1ry to the feste~. child. injuri:. to other!;;_c . ~.he 

14 de,o;tructlon of preper"'y •. or:_e;,:tremely disruptive beh~':.ier-,-

15 For .the 1?~rp,?~~s 0: this section, "c2~rporal P~.r~~shffient.:' means 

i6 the int~!?.ti()r.al physic.';l punishment of a foo;ter child. f\ 

11 !.osleF parent' s physical contact wl~th the bodY9f a foster 

'8 child shall not be consiciered corporal punishme~t if the 

.:.. 9 ,:.?nt._d,c!.: is re.a.s,?!1abl e a~(~ necessery ._un0er ~.r.e c,i CCU~st-.i.ir.ces 

20 dnd i~-; not. Qe~~qr:ed ~~_,)ilL?r:ged to cause P9j....:2... ()r_.i.':~_t~e ~o~te[ 

2" ~"P"~_~:ses reasonable fo~ce, as defineci unde:- section 104.1. 

EXPLANATION 

23 The bill prohibits the use of corporal plln:shmcnt oy Toc;rp[ 

24 parents but allows for the development of rulec; by the 

25 department of human services which allows for thp lise of 

26 reasonable physical force by foster parents under certain 

77 circl1mstances. 
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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to the prohibition of the use of corporal 
2 punishment by foster parents and allowing the use of 
3 reasonable physical force to control foster children in 
4 certain circumstances. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 234.40, Code 1991, is amended to read 
2 as fOllows: 

3 234.40 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT; 

4 The department of human services shall net adopt er-enferee 

5 any-raie~~-pei~ey rules prohibiting iim~ted corporal 
6 punishment of foster children by foster parents licensed by 

7 the depar't~t. 'fhis-paragraJ;lh-shaii-net-J;lre.ent-prelln1igat:~en 

8 ef-raies-pre ib~t±ng-maiie~eas7-wiiifai-and-wanten-eendaet-by 
9 a-reSter-pare t-whieh-eaases-~n;ary-er-da~age-te-a-fester 

1.0 ehiid7-er-elt~ses-the-fester-ehiid-te-danger-ef-sl1eh-injl!ry-er 

11 damage~ Thelrules shall allow foster parents to use 
12 h sical force to restrain a foster child in order 
13 to preve ,injury to the foster child. injury to others, the 
14 destruction of property, or extremely disruptive behavior. 

15 EXPLANATION 

16 The bill prohibits the use of corporal punishment by foster 

17 parents but allows for the development of rules by the 

18 department of human services which allows for the use of 
19 reasonable phySical force by foster parents under certain 
20 circumstances. 
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