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punishment by foster parents and allowing the use of
reasonable physical force to control foster children in

certaln circumstances.
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Secticn 1. Section 234.40, Code 1681, 1is amended to read
as follows:

234.40 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT.

The department of human services shall net adopt er-enferee
any-rule-or-poitey rules prohibiting imited corporal
punisnmeat of foster chiidren by foster parents licensed by
the department. Fhis-paragraph-shatl-net-prevent-pronuigat+on
of-rales-prontbiting-matietous;-writful-and-wanton-conduet-by
a-fecater-parent-which-caunges-tnjury-or-damage-te-a-foster
ehridr-or-exposes-the-foster-ehild-to-danger-of-suech-rniury-or

damages The rules shall allow foster parents to use

ressonable physical force to restrain a foster ¢hild in_order

to prevent injury to the foster child, injury to others. the

destruction of properiy, or extremely disruptive behavior.

For the purposes of this section, "corporal punishment” means

the intenticral physical punishment of a foster child. A

foster parent’'s physical contact with the body of a foster

child shall not be considered corporal punishment if the

contact is reasonable and necessary under the cligscumstances

and is not desigrned or intended to cause pain or il the foster

perent uses reasonable force, as defined under szction /04.1.
EXPLANATION

&~

The bill prohibits the use of corporal punishment 2y foster
parents but allows for the development of rules by the
departmant of human services which allows for the use of
teasonable physical force by foster parents under certain

clrcumstances.
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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the prohibition of the use of corporal
punishment by foster parents and allowing the use of

reasonable physical force to control foster children in
" certain circumstances.
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Section 1, Section 234.40, Code 1991, is amended to read
as follows:

234.40 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT.

The department of human services shall net adopt eor-enferce
any-rute-or-poitey rules prohibiting timited corporal
punishment of foster children by foster parents licensed by
the department. This-paragraph-shalii-not-prevent-promuigatien
of~ruies-prohibiting-maticionss-witifui-and-wanten-cenduet-by
a-foster-parent-which-cavses-injury-or-damage-to-a-foster
chiid:-er—exgéses-the-foster-chiid-to-dangef—of—such-injury-er
damage- The{rules shall allow foster parents to use
reasonable physical force to restrain a foster child in order
to prevgg;\injury_to the foster child, injury to others, the
destruction of property, or extremely disruptive behavior.

EXPLANATION

The bill prohibits the use of corporal punishment by foster
parents but allows for the development of rules by the
department of human services which allows for the use of
reasonable physical force by foster parents under certain

circumstances.
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