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1 An Act relatinc to the availability of adoption records for ~Ile 

2 purpose of research or treatffien: of a patient in a ned~cal 

] facility. 
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S.L d?2D.J. H.E'. 

1 Section 1. Section 600.16, subsection 1, pdragrapr. c, 

2 Iinnumbered paragraph 2, Code Supplement 1991, is dmended to 

3 read as follows: 

4 Informacion regarding an adopted person's existing medical 

5 and developmental history a~d family medical history, whIch 

6 meets the definition of background information in section 

1 600.8, subsection 1, paragraph "c", bat-whieh-w8s-eempited 

8 p~ier-te-aa~y-i~-l9167 shall be made available as provided in 

9 this subsection. However, the identity of the adoptee 

~o person's natllral parents shall not be discloS0d. 

11 Sec. 2. Section GOO.2~, Code 1991, is ame:-:ded to read as 

12 follows: 

13 600.24 ACCESS TO RECOR~S. 

14 The department may allow access to adoption records held by 

15 it thp department or an agency if all of the fol!owinq 

15 conditions are met: 

17 

18 

e;--~he-~~eerd~-were-cem~±ied-prier-to-den~ary-iy-i9~~7 

b~. The identity of the natural parents oE the aGop~ed 

19 person is concealed from the person gaining access to the 

20 recordS7-e"d7. 

21 e b. The person gaining access to the records uses them 

22 solely for the purposes of condllcting a legitimate resea~ch 

23 project or of treating a patient in a medical facility. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill eliminates the provisions in the Code WhiCh limit 

26 access to records of adoptees regarding the family medical 

27 history of the person to be adopted and of the person to be 

28 adopted for research or treatment of a patient in a medical 

29 facility to those compiled prior to July 1, 1976, or January 

30 1, 1977. 
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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the availability of adoption records for the 

purpose of medical research or treatment of a patient in a 
medical facility. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. t.tlJ5 H.F. 

~1 Section 1. Section 600.16, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 

2 Supplement 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

3 c. Any person appro~ed by !he departm:'~:'jf the person 
4 uses this information solely for the purposes of conducting a 

5 legitimate research project or of treating a patient 

6 ty. 

7 Information regarding an adopted person's existing medical 

8 and developmental history and family medical history, which 

9 meets the definition of background information in section 

10 600.8, subsection 1, paragraph "c·, b~~-whieh-wa~-eom~iied 

11 prier-~o-a~iy-i7-i9~67 shall be made available as provided in 

12 this subsection. However, the identity of the adopted 

13 person's natural parents shall not be disclosed. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 600.24, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 600.24 ACCESS TO RECORDS. 

17 The department 

18 i~ the department 

may allow access to adoption records 

or an agency if all of the following 

19 conditions are met: 

held by 

20 a~--~he-reeord~-were-eompiled-prior-to-oanMary-i7-19TT; 

21 b a. The identity of the natural parents of the adopted 

22 person is concealed from the person gaining access to the 

23 records;-and7~ 

24 e b. The person ga~nlng access to the records uses them 

25 solely for the purposes of conducting a legitimate medical 

26 research project or of treating a patient in a medical 

27 facility. 
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SENATE FILE 2203 
II-S897 

1 Amend Senate File 2203, as amended, passed, and 
2 ~eprinted by the Senate, as fo:lows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting aEte" line 13, the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 600.16, subsection 2, 
6 u:mumbered paragraph 3, Code Supplement 1991, loS 

7 amended to read as follows: 
8 A natural parent may file an affidavit requesting 
9 that the court reveal or not reveal the parent's name. 

10 The court shall consider any such affidavit in 
11 determining whether there is good cause to order 
12 opening of the records. If the adopted person who 
13 applies for revelation of the natural parents' name 
14 has a sibling who is a minor and who has been adopted 
15 by the same parents, the court may deny the 
16 application on the grounds that revelation to the 
17 applicant may also indirectly and harmfully permit the 
18 same revelation to the applicant's minor sibling. To 
19 facilitate the natural parents in filing an affidavit, 
20 the department shall, upon request of a natural 
21 parent, f±~~-an-aff±dav±~-±n-~"e-eOtt~t-±n-wh±e"-the 
22 adopt±on-~~eo~d~-haye-been-~ea%ed provide the natural 
23 parent with an adootion information packet containing 
24 an affidavit Ear completion and filing with the 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

court." 
2. Title page, line 1, by striking the words 

"records for the" and inserting the following: 
II records. II 

3. Title page, by striking lines 2 and 3. 
4. By renumbering as necessary. 

By HAVERLAND of Polk 
H-S897 rr~EO APRIL 14, 1992 
ac:4F <11-,,-' (t It.U) 



S-5777 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2203 

1 Amend Senate File 2203, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line :3, the 
4 followi ng: 
5 "Sec. Section 600.16, subsection 2, 
6 unnumbered paragraph 3, Code Supplement 1991, 1S 

7 amended to read as follows: 
8 A natural parent may file an affidavit requesting 
9 that the court reveal or not reveal the parent's name. 

10 The court shall consider any ~uch affidavit in 
11 determining whether there is good cause to order 
12 opening of the records. If the adopted person who 

applies for revelation of the natural parents' name 
has a sibling who is a minor and who has been adopted 
by the same parents, the court may deny the 
application on the grounds that revelation to the 
applicant may also indirectly and harmfully permic che 
same revelation to the applicant's minor sibling. To 
facilitate the natural parents in filing an affidavit, 
the department shall, upon request of a natural 
parent, fi%e-a~-affida~i~-in-ehe-eett~t-in-whien-the 
ede~eien-~eee~ds-heve-been-seated provide the natural 
parent wich an adoption information packet containing 
an affidavit for completion and filing with the 
court." 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 2. Title. page, line 1, by striking the words 
27 "records for the" and inserting the following: 
28 
29 
30 

"records." 
3. Title page, by 
4. By renumbering 

striking lines 2 and 3. 
as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

5-5777 FILED APRIL 21, 1992 
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research or treatment of a patient in a medical 
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9 

10 

S.F. H.F. 

Section 1. Section 600.16, subsection 1, paragraph c, 

unnumbered paragraph 2, Code Supplement 1991, is amended to 

read as follows: 
Information regarding an adopted person's existing medical 

and developmental history and family medical history, which 

meets the definition of background information in section 

600.8, subsection 1, paragraph "c", b~t-w"ic"-wa~-co~~i~ed 

~rior-to-a~~Y-~7-%9967 shall be made available as provided in 

this subsection. However, the identity of the adopted 

person's natural parents shall not be disclosed. 

11 Sec. 2. Section 600.24, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

12 follOWS: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

600.24 ACCESS TO RECORDS. 
The department may allow access to adoption records held by 

it the department or an agency if all of the following 

conditions are met: 
a7--~"e-reeord~-were-eo~~iied-~rior-tO-dannar!-±7-i977~ 

18 b a. The identity of the natural parents of the adopted 

19 person is concealed from the person gaining access to the 

20 records~-and7~ 

21 e b. The person gaining access to the records uses them 

22 solely for the purposes of conducting a legitimate research 

23 project or of treating a patient in a medical facility. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill eliminates the provisions in the Code which limit 

26 access to records of adoptees regarding the family medical 

27 history of the person to be adopted and of the person to be 
28 adopted for research or treatment of a patient in a medical 

29 facility 

30 1, 1977 . 

31 

32 

33 
34 
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Sfo;NATR fILr l203 

AN ACT 

Rf:l.ATING TO TilE: AVAILABILIT'l or ADOPTION RECORDS. 

BE IT ENACTEO BY 'fHf; GtllHRAr. ASSEMBL'l Of 'rUE STATE OF' IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 600.16, subsection., paragraph c. Code­

Supplpment 1991, is anendpd to read as follows: 

c. Any pprson approved by the department if thp. person 

uses thi~ in(orlflation solely for the purposes of conducting a 

legitimate medical research project or of treating a ~~tient 

in a medical tacility. 

- -
Senate rile 220], p. 2 

Infor:nation rf~qarding an adopt.ed pl"cson's existing medical 

and developmental history and fa;nily medical hi.story. which 

meets the definition of bac~qround info(lT'ation in section 

600.8, subsect ion 1. paragraph "c", bt!t:-wl'ltet'l-'''tI:!-eol'l!pH:~d 

prtot'··t:(')~cJtlly-b-19~61 sllall bl" made dvailable as provided In 

this subsection. However. the identity of the adopted 

per~on's natural parents shall not. be disclosed. 

Sec. 2. Section 600.16. subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph 

3, Code Supplem.ent 1991, is anended to read as follo .... s: 

A natural parent nay !lIe an affi.davit requestin9 that the 

court revp.cll or not reveal the parent: '!I n.Jme. the court shall 

consider any such affidavit in determining whether there ig 

qood cau!le 1,0 order openlnq of the records. If the adopted 

pergon who applies for revelation of the nal,ural parents' nacne 

has a 90 i bli ng who is ami nor and who has been adopted by the 

same parents, the court may deny the application on the 

qrounds that revelation to the applicant ~y also indirectly 

and harmfully permit the sane revelation to the applicant's 

minor sibling. '1'0 facilitate the nalural parents in filing an 

affidavit, the depart.ruent shall, upon request of a natural 

parent, fi*e-e~-atfide.t~-tn-tMe-en~rt-tn-.~ieh-tMe-edoptto~ 

reeot"ds-t'UI't'e-been-seared e.~2~!de the 1)~.~u~<.:'.I_.parent .. ",!,lth an 

adopt i a!' .. i n~.orm~.~.!..5'..!!......2!cket con.~!l 1.!:!.i ~9.!!~ af! ida'!!.!.......!.£!. 

co~p.1 et ion 

Sec. 3. 

follo .... s: 

and fil_~~9 .. with_ttJ~ court. 

Section 600.24. Code 1991, lS 

600.24 ACCESS 1:0 RECORDS. 

anended to read as 

7he department may allow aCC~5S to adoption records h~ld by 

it !.!!!...4.~£~:..~.!!! or an aq~ncy if all of th~.)911owin9 

qEr~~~ ~.ions are net: 
aT--~Me-r~eord~-w~re-co~piled-p~ior-to-cJanua~y-tT-t9Y1, 

b~. The identity of the natural parents of the adopted 

person is concealed fro~ the person qaininq access to the 

records,-and • .!. 
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Senate File 2203, p. 3 

e b. The person gaining access to the records uses them 

solely for the purposes of conducting a legitimate medical 

research project or of treating a patient in a medical 

facility. 

MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

President of the Senate 

ROBERT C. ARNOULD 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2203, Seventy-fourth General Assembly. 

TERRY E. BRAN5TAD 

Governor 

JOHN F. DWYER 

Secretary of the Senate 

, 1992 


