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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to educational standards, providing for an

exception to the physical education requirements, separation
of instructional time for certain aspects of the numan growth
and development curriculum, and providing for an alternative

method of accreditation for public and nonpublic schools.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 256.11A, Code 1991, 1is amended by .
adding the followlng new subsection:

bt

NEW SUBSECTION. &. Schools and school districts are not

requlred to meet the physical education standard conteined in

section 2%6.11, subsections 3 and 4, and subsection 5,
varagraph "g", if the school or school district maintairs a
physical education program which requires that all students
enrolled in grades one through twelve in the schocl or schocl

district attend a physical education class during each full
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day of schocl that requires a student to be physicalliy active

for at least half of the daily class time otherwise reguired
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to be scheduled.
Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 256.11B ALTERNATIVY ACCREDITATION
PROCESS.

1. As an alternative to the standards and accreditation
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16 procedures contained in sections 256.11 and 256.114, and the
17 rules adopted by the state board of education to impliement the
:8 standards and accred:itation procedures, the departuent of

¢ education shall reccmmend rules for adoption by the ctate

20 board under chaper 17A which provide for the establishment of
27 an alternative performance-based system for accrediting publiic
27 and nonpublic schools by the school year which begins July 1,
23 1993. 1In developing recommendations, the director of the

24 department of education shall appoint an advisory committee o
25 assist the departmen:t. The committee shall inciude, but is

26 not limited to, representatives from schools and scrooi

27 districts of different sizes around the state.

28 2. The performance-based accreditation system shall be

29 based on performance ard outcome weasdres. The measures

10 adoptec in the state nocard's rules shall incliude, bub are not

31 limited the plans for pupll performance required under
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32 section 280..12, subsection i, paragraphs “¢” ané “d", the
33 student achievement geals developed under the guidellnes
314 establisned in gect:on 28G.28, and a requiremenrt that schoo's

45 and school districis icdenus’y the means that wil! be used ‘o
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determine and to report on the achievement of all segments of
the student population.

3. The recommendations for rules relating to the
alternative accreditation procedures shall include all of the
following:

a. A requirement tnat, by January 15 of each year, the
board of directors of each school district and the authorities
in charge of each nonpublic school, shall notify the
department of education of its intent to seek accreditation
under the alternative performance-based accreditation
procedures for the following school year. A school district
or nonpublic school which notifies the department that it has
chosen to be accredited under this section 1s not subject to
the standards specified in sections 256.11 and 256.11A.

b. A procedure for determining whether a school district
or nonpublic school 1s te be accredited under this section,
whnich shall be 1dentical to the accreditation procedures
contained in section 256.11, subsections 10 through 12.

c. A provision that, if the state board determines in its
review of the accreditation committee's report under the
alternative performance-bhased accreditation procedures that a
school or school district does not meet the alternative
performance-based standards, the state board, in cooperation
with the school or school district may choose to use the
accreditation standards contained in sections 256.11 and
256,11A, as well as the standards under this section, as part
of the plan prescribing the procedures to be taken by the
district to correct any deficiencies in meeting the
alternative performance-based accreditation standards.

d. A provision for an annual review and approval process
for the accreditation standards and procedures established
under thls section, to be performed by the state board cf
education. The process shall include, but is not limited to,
consideration of additional or revised methods of measuring

performance and cutcomes fu: the purpose of accrediting
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schools and school districts.

e. A requirewent that schools and school districts which
seek accreditation under thne alternative performance-onased
accreditation standards snall comply with the practitioner
licensing requirements contained in chapter 260.

Sec. 3. Section 250.2, Code 1991, is amended by adding the
following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 15. Adopt, if deemed appropriace dy the

beard, in cooperation with the state bcard of educat:ion, rules
which provide optional licensing reguirements and procedires,
or waiver procedures, for practitioners employed by schools or
school districts which are accredited under the alternative
performance-based accreditation standards.

Sec. 4. Section 279.50, subsection 4, unaumbered paragraph
2, Code Supplement 1951, 1s amended to read as follows:

Each school board shall provide instruction in huran growth
and development including instruction regarding human
sexuallty, self-esteem, stress management, inlerperscndl
relacionships, domestic abuse, and acquired iumuyne deficiency
syandrome as required in section 256.11, in grades onhe through

tweive. Each schocl district which provides instruction in

human sexuality, reproduction, and contraception and family

planning shall offer the instruction in separate courses or

identifiable units of courses. Each school beard shalil

annually provide to a parent or guardian of any pupil enrolled
in the school district, 1nformation about the human growth and
deveiopment curriculum used in the pupil's grade level and the
procedure for inspecfing the instructional materlals prior to
their use in the classroom. A pupil shall not be reguired to
take lnstruction in human growth and development 1if the
pupil’s parent or guard:ian files with the appropriate
principal a written request that the pupil be excused from the
instruction. Notification that the written request may be
made shall be incliudecd 1n the infcrmation prov:ided by the

school district.
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EXPLANATION

Section 1 of this billl provides for an alternative to the
p

physical education requirements contained in the standards for
accreditation of schools and school districts. The
alternative standard provides that a school or school district
that provides a physical education program every day thac
requires students to be physically active at least nalf of the
daily class time scheduled for physical education shall be
deemed to have met the standard for accreditation for the
physical education program for grades cone through 12.

Section 2 provides for the development of alternative
performance-based accreditation standards and procedures for
schools and school districts which may be used in lieu of the
accreditation standards and proceduras contained in sections
256.11 and 256.11A. The procedures to be used to determine
wnether the alternative performance-based accreditation
standards are being met are to be identical to those used
under the current accreditation system. Schoocls and school
districts will be required toc meet the requirements of chapter
260 fcor the licensing of practitioners under their employ, and
the board of educational examiners is given the authority -0
develop under secticn 3 aliternative licensing stancards and
procedures or a waiver procequre for practitioners empioyed by
schools or school districts that are accredited under the
alternative performance-based accreditation standards and
procedures.

Section 4 provides that certain subject matter areas of the
human growth and development curriculum be taught as separate

courses or units within a course.
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