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1 An Act relating to establishing the department of public health 

7. 
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as lead agency for emergency medical services. providing fer 

minlm~m certifl.cation requirements for ambulance crews, 

providing for the delivery of prehospital care by physiclall 

ass:stants, providing funding for emergency medica: servicps 

6 education, training, and equipment, authorizing a courlty to 

7 impose a local option tax or combination of taxes to provide 

8 local funding, and requiring townships to prov:de ambUlance 

9 services in counties not providing such service_ 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE~BLY Of THE STATE OF :OWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 147.161, Code 1991, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 147.161 TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION OF F"RST RESPONDERS, 

4 E:MERGENCY RESCUE TECHNICIANS, AND EMERGENCY MElHC!>'L 

5 TECHNICIANS-AMBULANCE -- LEAD AGENCY. 
-------

fi The department shall establish rules pursuBllt to this 

7 chapter for the tralning and certification of first 

8 responders, emergency rescue technicians, and emergency 

9 medical technicians-ambulance as defined under sectioll 147.1. 

10 The department_ shall be th.~lead agency responsible _f(Jr 

11 coordina.t.~ng and regulat.ing the provision of_~m,=rgency medica ~, 

12 servi.ces in this state and snall ado!?t ~ules to imp~emel1.L..this 

13 duty in con~ultation with the state department (J~ 

14 transpor.tation, and the boards oE medical examiners, nursing" 

IS and physlcian assistants. 

16 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 147.162 MINIMUM CERTIFICATlON r'OR 

17 AMBULANCE CREWS. 

18 Effective January 1, 2000, each ambulance operated in 

19 state shall be staffed by at least one emergency medical 

20 technician-ambulance as defined in section 147.1. The 

21 department shall establish rules to provide for the 

22 lmplementation of this requirement. 

..' . ,.nlS 

73 Sec. 3. Section 147A.12, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

24 fOllows: 

25 1471',.12 RE6fSPERE9-NBRSE EXCEPTION -- REGISTEREJ NURSES 

26 AND PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. 

27 ~. This chapter does not restrict a registered nurse, 

28 licensed pursuant to chapter :52 or a physician ~~sistant, 

29 licensed Dursuant to c_harter 148C, from staffing an aur~orizec 

30 ambulance, rescue, or first response serv~ce provided the 

31 registered nurse or physician assistant can doc~ment 

32 equivalency through education and additional sKllls training 

33 essential in the delivery of pre~ospital emergency care. The 

14 eqUivalency shall be accepted when: 

3S a. Documentation r.as 6een reviewed and approved at ~he 
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1 local level by the medical director of the ambu:anc8, rescue, 

2 or first response service in accordance with the rulc~ ()~ the 

1 hoard of nursing or board of physician. assis:.an-,: 

4 developed jointly with the board of medical pxaminers. 

S b. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

6 reSClle, or first response service by the department. 

7 2. Section 147A.IO applies to a registe~ed nllrse or 

8 ~sician assistant in cow.pliance with t~is sectio~. 

9 Sec. 4. Section 359.42, Code 1991, is ame~ced to read as 

10 follows: 

Ll 3S9.42 TOWNSHIP fIRE PROTEC':'ION SERVICE, E~l£RGE:NCY ;-IARNING 

l2 SYS~CM, AND AMBULANCE SERVICE. 

l3 The trustees of each township shall prov:de fice protec:lO:l 

14 service for the ~ownship, exclusive oE any parl of the 

IS township within a beneEi~ed fire district and, ~n cQ~~ties :lot 

16 providing ambulance services, retl1 shall provide arnbulailce 

l7 service. The trustees may purchase, own, rent or maintJin 

18 fire protection service or ambulance service apparatus or 

19 equipment or both kinds of apparatus or equipmen~ and prcvidp 

20 ho~sln9 for the equipment. The trustees of d township which 

21 is located with~n a county having a populatio~ of three 

22 hundred thousand or more may also establish and maintain an 

23 emerge~cy warning system within the township. ~he trustees 

2~ ~ay contract with a public or private agency under chaptpr 28E 

25 for the purpose of providing any service or sy~te~ required or 

26 authorized under this section. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Jl 
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33 
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Sec. 5. Section 422B.8, unnumbered paragra~h 2, Code l~9L, 

is amended to read as follows: 

The amount of the sale, for purposes of determining the 

amount of the local sales and services tax, does not l~c~ude 

~he a~ount of any state gross receipts taxes and the amo~nt ot 

~ocai saies and services tax imnosed under c~aDter . . 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 422C.1 AUTHOR:ZATION ELECTION 

:MPOS:':'ION AND R£PEA~ USE OF REVENUES. 

A county board of superv~so[s may i~pose by ordinance 
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1 any of the following taxes or a combination of the following 

2 taxes: 

3 a. Local option sales and services tax. 

4 b. Local option income surtax. 

5 c. An ad valorem property tax. 

6 Rever.ues generated from these taxes shall be used for 

7 emergency medical services as provided in section 422C.9. 

8 2. The taxes for emergency medical services sha J..:' only be 

9 imposed after an election at which a majority of those voting 

10 favor imposing the tax or combination of taxes specified 1n 

':'1 subsection 1, paragraph "a", "b", or "c". The question of 

12 imposing the tax or combinatio~ of the taxes may be s.lbmitted 

13 at tne regular city election, a special elect:or., or state 

l4 general election. Notice of the question shai: be provided by 

15 publication at least sixty days before the time of the 

16 election and shall identify the tax or combination of taxes 

17 and the rate or rates, as applicable. If a majority of those 

18 voting on the question approve the imposition of the tax or 

19 combination of taxes. the tax or combination of taxes shall be 

20 imposed as follows: 

21 a. A local option sales and services :ax 

22 January 1, April 1, July 1, or October 1. as 

23 following the date of the election. 

sha 11 be imposed 

set by the board, 

24 b. 

2') years 

26 which 

27 c. 

28 fiscal 

29 3. 

30 under 

A local option income surtax shall be lmposed for tax 

beginning on or after Janllary 1 of the fiscal year in 

the favorable election was held. 

An ad val0,em property tax shall be imposed for the 

year in whiCh the election was held. 

Revenues received by the county from t~e taxes imposed 

this chapter shall be deposited into the emergency 

3l medical services equipment and training trust fund created 

32 pursuant to section 422C.9 and shall be used as provlded in 

33 that section. 

34 4. Any tax or combination of taxes imposed shall be for an 

35 indeflnite period unless otherwise set by :he board as part ~f 
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the ballot proposition. A tax or ccmbinatioil of taxes i~posed 

2 may be repealed after an eiection at which a xajority 0[ ~h0se 

1 voting o~ t}le question of repeal :avor the :"ep~.~l. I:. (;rdp~" 

4 for an election Ear repeal to be held a pe:it:o" sllall bp 

S Ellpd with the board of supervisors specifying che tax or 

f) combination of taxes ro be repealed and t:,e date Qr dates wr:c;. 

7 each tax will be repealed, s~bject to the repeal dates 

8 specified In this chapter. ':'0 be valid, a petition m~:..;: be 

'l signed by eligible electors of the whole county equal in 

10 number to five percent of t~e persons in the whole counf.y who 

:1 voted at the last preceding state general electlo,l. '" ," 
_!. me!""(?-

12 thar one valid petition is received, the carlies~ rec~ived 

13 petition shall be used. Upon receipt of such pct~tion th~ 

1·1 board sha~l submlt the question 0: repea~ at a regular Ci~! 

15 election, speciai election, or sta~e general ~lpcti()n. 

16 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 422C.2 LOCAL SALES AND SERVICES 

17 TAX. 

:8 A local sales and serVIces tax at the rate of not :nor~ tha:l 

19 one percent may be imposed by a county on tte gross rcceipt3 

20 taxed by the state ullder chapter 422, divisiu~ IV. A local 

21 sales and services tax shall be imposed on the same basis as 

22 the state sales and services tax and shall not be impcsed on 

73 the sale of any property cr on any service ~Ot taxed by 

24 state, except the tax shall not be imposed on the gross 

25 receipts from the sale of motor fuel or spec~al fuel as 

.' I, r.e 

76 defined in chapter 324, on the gross receipts fro~ the rental 

27 of rooms, apartments, or sleepi~g quarters which are [axed 

28 under chapter 422A during the perlod the hotel and motei tax 

29 is imposed, on the gross receipts ~rom the sale of ~atural gas 

30 Or electric energy i~ a c.ty or county where tne gross 

31 receipts are s~bject tC c ' 
d _ra"cnise fee or t..!ser :ee during the 

32 per:od the franch!se or user :ee is imposed, on the gross 

33 receipts upcn which sales tax 1S :~posed only under section 

34 422.43, subsection 12, on the gross receipts ~rom t~e ~a:e of 

35 equipment by the state deparcment of transportation, a~d on 
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• the gross receipts from the sale of a lottery :icket 

2 in a lottery game conducted pursuant to chaptee 99E. 

or share 

A local 

3 sales and services tax is applicable to transactions withi~ 

4 all areas of the county and shall be collected by all persons 

S required to collect state gross receipts taxes. 

6 The amount of the sale, for purposes of determinlng the 

7 amount of the local sales and services tax, does not incl"de 

!l the amount of any state gross rece~pts taxes dnd anj loca: 

9 sales dlld services tax imposed under chapter 4223. 

iO A tax permit other than the sta:e tax permit reqUired under 

~l section 422.53 shall not be required bj loca: authorities. 

:2 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 422C.J ADMINIST~ATiO~. 

'3 A local sales and services tax shall be imposed ~anuary ~, 

i4 April 1, July 1, or October 1 fol~owing a favorable election 

lS and notification of the director of revenue and finance and 

16 shall be repealed as provided in section 422C.:, s~bsection 4. 

17 on December 31, March 31, June 30, or September 30. At least 

18 torty days before the imposition or repeal of the :ax. a 

19 county shall provide notice of the action by certified mail to 

7.0 the director of revenue and finance. 

21 The director of revenue and finance shall ad~inister a 

22 local sales and services tax as nearly as possible in 

2] conjunctlon with the administration of state gross receipts 

24 tax laws. The director shall provide appropridte ~orms or 

7.5 provide on the regular state tax forms for reporting loca~ 

26 sales and services tax liability. 

27 The ordinance of a county board of supervisors imposing a 

28 local sales and services tax snaIl adopt by re~erence the 

29 applicable provisions of the appropriate sections of chapter 

30 422. diviSion IV. All powers and requirements of tne director 

]1 to administer the state gross receipts tax law are applicaole 

37. to the administration of a local sales and services tax law, 

JJ ~ncluding but not li~ited :0, the provisions of sections 

34 422.25, subsection 4, 422.30. 422.48 to 422.52. 422.54 :0 

35 422.58, 422.67, 422.68. 422.69, suosection :, and 422.70 to 
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~ ~22.75. Loea). officials shall confer with the directo: af 

2 revenue and finance for assistance in drafting ~:he ordi~a~:cp 

3 imposing a 10cal sales dnd services tax. A certified copy of 

4 the ordinance sha~l be fiied with the direc!:or as SOQrl ~s 

5 possible after passage. 

6 The director, in consultation with local officials, sha:l 

7 collect and account for a local sales and services ~ax. ~he 

8 director shall certify each qua:ter the amcullt of 1.ccal salps 

Y and services tax receipts a~d any int€~est a~d penalties .-() be 

1.0 credited [0 the local sa:es and services tax fllnd which Shd1! 

11 be established in the office 0~ t~e treaSllre~ of sj:ate. 

12 All ioc~l tax moneys and interest and rena:~ies received ," 

1.1 refunded one h~lndred eighty days O~ ~ore after the date 0:1 

1 4 which the local. sales and ser'v';'ces tax is repealed s~ai.':" be 
:S deposited in or withdrawn from the stale geIl€!'al [U:'!C. 

16 Sec. 9 . NEW SECTION. 4 22C. 4 ?AYMENT 'I'O LOCA:" 
,7 GOVERNMENTS. 

~8 1. The director shall credit the :ocal sa:es and services 

19 tax receipts and interest and per:alties from a co~nty LO the 

20 courlty's account in the local sa2es and services tax fund. ~[ 

21 the director is unable to determine from which Cntlnty a~y sf 

22 the receipts were collected, those receipts shal: • ~ • I· 1 
De a L .. ()ca I.. CG 

23 amongst the poss:ble counties based on allocation ~1l1es 

24 adopted by the director. 

25 2. a. 'rhe direc~or of revenue and finance within fifteen 

26 days of the beginning of each fiscal year sha:l send ~o eacn 

27 county where the local option tax is imposed, an estima:e of 

28 the amount of tax moneys each county will receive Eor :hc year 

29 and for each qllarter of the year. At the end of each quarter, 

30 the director may revise the eS:lmateS for the year d!:d 

31 remaining quarters. 

32 b. Th~ director of reve~ue and finance shall rereit ni~et~· 

3.1 perce::t of ::he est':":nated tax :-eceipts :or the c21unty to the 

34 cOIJnty df~er the end o~ each quarter no later ~han the 

JS follow~r.g dates: ~ove~be, :0, February 10, ~ay :0, and Augus: 
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L 10. 

2 c. The director of revenue and finance sha:l remit a final 

3 payment of the remainder of tax moneys due the coun:y for the 

4 fiscal year before the due date for the payment of the first 

5 quarter of the next fiscal year. If an overpayment has 

6 resulted during the previous fiscal year, the first payment of 

7 the new fiscal year shall be adjusted to reElecc any 

B overpayment. 

9 3. Revenues received from the local sales and services :ax 

10 shall be deposited a~d used as provided in section ~22C.9. 

11 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 422C.5 LOCAL INCO~E SURTAX. 

17 A county may impose by ordinance a local incorr.e S\Jr~.dX at 

13 the rate set by the board of supervisors, in increment~ of one 

1~ percent, on the state individllal income tax of each individual 

IS residing in the county at the end of the indiVidual's 

16 applicable tax year. For purposes of this section, "state 

17 individual income tax" means the tax computed under section 

18 422.5, less the credits allowed in sections 422.11A, 422.11B, 

19 422.11C, 422.12, and 422.12C. 

20 Sec. II. NEW SECTION. 422C.6 ADMINISTRATION. 

21 A local income surtax shall be imposed Janu~ry 1 of the 

72 Eiscal year in which the favorable election was held for tax 

23 years beginning on or aEter January 1, and is repea~ed as 

24 provided in section 422C.l, subsection 4, as of December 31 

25 for tax years beginning after December 31. 

76 The director oE revenue and finance shall administer the 

27 local income surtax as nearly as possible in conjunction with 

28 the administration of state income tax laws. ~he director 

29 shal: provide on the regular state tax forms for reporting 

)0 iocal income surtax. 

31 An ordina~ce lmposing a local income surtax shall adept by 

32 reference the applicable provisions oE the appr.opriate 

13 sections of chapter 422, division :1. powers and 

34 requirements of the director in ad~inistering the s~ate tncome 

35 tax :aw apply to the administration of a loca: :ncome surtax, 

-7-
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1 inc::"ucing hilt no:: limited to, the provisions of sec::io:ls 

2 422.4, 422.20 to 422.31. 422.58. 422.70. and 422.72 to 42?/S. 

3 Loco': of:·icial~:; shall confer with the director .')-c reven:iP <:i1d 

4 finance Eor assistance i~ dra~ting the ordind!lCe lmpcsinq d 

S loca.l income surtax. A certi:ied copy of the ordiild:;ce ::;~~d':' ~ 

6 be fi:ed with the director as soon as possib~e aftp~ Pd$Sar~2. 

7 The direclor, in consultdtion w~Lh .local nfficidls, $ha·L~ 

8 co;lect and account for a iccal income surtax and any ir:r~~es~ 

9 arld penalties. The director shall credit local. i~come s~rtax 

10 receipts and any interes~ and penalties collected ~ro~ ret:;r:ls 

11 filp<l on or before November 1 of the calendar year folicwi~q 

12 the tax yea~ for which the local inco~e surtax is l~lposed !.<) a 

13 "local i:lcome surtax fund" established in the c)ffic~ o~ t!le 

14 treasurer of state. All local income surtax recei9ts and a:~y 

15 interest and penalties rece:ved or ,efunded from returrs tiled 

16 after November 1 of the calendar yea, following ~he C.1X year 

17 for which the local ircome surtax is imposed shall be 

18 deposited in or withdrawn from the state genera: fund and 

19 Shall be considered part of the cost of administering the 

20 local income surtax. 

21 Sec. 12. NEW SEC7ION. 4 22C. 7 PAY~£NT ':'0 LOC.1\c, GOVER~~i::~,'J' 

22 US2 OF RECEIPTS. 

13 1. On or before December 15. the director of revenup and 

24 finance shall make an accounting of the local income Sllrtax 

25 receIpts and any interest and penalties ccllected frorn ret~rns 

?6 flied on or before November 1 and shall cer:ify to the 

27 treas~rer of state this amount collected. T~e treas~rer of 

28 state shall remit within EiEteen days of the certificatIon OJ 

29 tne direc:or to each county which has i~posed a local income 

30 surtax the anocnt in the local income su~tax fund CQilected as 

31 a res~lt of its surtax. 

32 2. ~ocal income surtax ~oneys received by a county shall 

33 be depcscted and used as provided in section 422C.9. 

3·1 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 422C.8 PROPERTY ':'AX LEVY. 

35 A county ~ay :evy an emergency medica: services educdtior), 
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1 t~aining, and equipment tax at the rate set by the board of 

2 supervisors and approved at the election as prov~ded in 

] section 422C.l, on all taxable property in the coun:y for 

4 fiscal years beginning with the fiscal year in which the 

5 favorable election was held. The levy is repealed for 

6 subsequent fiscal years as provided in section 422C.l, 

7 subsection 4. 

8 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 422C.9 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

9 TRUST FUND. 

lO 1. A county authorized [0 impose a tax under this chapter 

11 shall establish an emergency medical services equipment and 

l2 training trust fund into whiCh revenues received from ~r.e 

13 taxes imposed shall be deposited. Moneys in the trust fUlld 

14 shall De used for the acquiSition of equipment for emergency 

is medical services and for the training in the use of such 

16 equipment. In addition, moneys In the fund may be .Ised for 

17 the purpose of matching federal or state funds for education 

l8 and training related to emerge~cy medical services. 

19 2. A county may enter into chapter 28E agreements with 

20 other counties in order to ensure adequate coverage oE the 

21 county's service area. 

22 3. a. Costs which are eligible Eor emergency medical 

21 services equipment and training trust fund expenditllres 

24 include, but are not limited to: 

25 (1) Defibrillators. 

26 (2) Nondisposable essential ambulance equipment, as 

27 defined by rule by the Iowa department of public heal:~. 

28 (3) Communications pagers, radios, and base repeaters. 

29 (4) Training in the use of emergency medical services 

30 equipment. 

3l h. Costs which are not eligible for emergency ~edica: 

32 services equipment and training trust fund expenditures 

33 include b'lt are not limited to: 

34 (1) Vehicles including, b~t not limited :0, ambulances, 

35 fire apparatus, boats, rescue or :irst response vehlcles, dnd 
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snowmooi:es. 

2 (2) Automotive ?acts. 

3 (3) 3ui:.di.ngs. 

4 ( .. ) Land. 

5 Sec. 15. The Iowa department oE public he2~th, in 

G conjunction with the regional emergerlcy medica: se:V!_CPS 

] ccuncj~s and cOi:rlty emergel1cy medical services associ3tlOt15, 

b shal.l develop a pIal} by July 1, i992, :0 deve~op ~ ?fOCeSS Eor 

9 est2blishing emergency medical services standards a~(i fG[ 

iO providing emergency medical services education and t(ai;~i~s 

-"'1 thrOllghoc::' the slate with implement.ation of. pr;)"idir~q 

12 emer~ency medical services educat~on and tra~lling to be 

~3 completed oy January 1, 2000. 
. . 
t . ..., ;;:XPLANATION 

is This bill provi.des that the deparo:mer:t of ptl!:Jlic r.ea.1.:-.h ... S 

l6 the lead agency for coordinat: ng the provisio:1 of 2il:0rcJ>erlcy 

17 medical services dnd the regulation of emergency medical 

18 services providers. T~e department will establish 

19 administ~ative rules to implement this re5ponslbi~.~_ty !n 

2() consultation with tt12 state department of tra~sportatiQrl ~~d 

21 the boards of medical examiners, nurslrlg, and ~hysic~a!~ 

22 assistant examiners. The bill also requ~res ~he de~drtille~t tC) 

23 establish rules to implement :he requirement ~h2: al) 

24 ambuldnce crews shall have at leas:: one pe::-sor'! ,.;ho is 

2S certified as an emerge~cy medical tecr.~ician-ambuldnce by 

26 January 1, 2000. 

27 I~ addition, the bill prov~des qualified ph/stcian 

28 assistants with the sa~e exemption f:om the certiE:catic)n 

29 requireffie~ts for advanced emerge!1cy medical care prov:ders dS 

30 qualiEied registered nurses have to provide pcehospital 

3~ eQergency care. 

32 The bil: authorizes counties to impose a loca: ~ales and 

33 services tax, i~come surtax, or propercy ~ax for the exc:~sive 

34 purpose of funding emerge~cy med~cal serVLces educatLon, 

35 traInlng, and eq~ipment. The taxes may only be imposed a~tp: 
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a favorable election and are imposed for an indefinit~ peried 

2 !lnless otherwise specified on Lhe ballot propositio~. ~he 

3 taxes may be repealed if an electio~ is he~d a~d a ffiajority of 

-l those voting favor the repeal. The elec':':'on 0:: the questicn 

5 of repeal is held only after the voters peti:lon for the 

n holding of the election. The bill requires tow;lshi,ps t.o 

7 provide ambulance serVIces in counties not providi~S a:nbu!a:lce 

8 services. 

9 This bill may provide a state mandate under chapte= 258. 
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