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Passed Senate, Da te 3/;;/P.;,fp "(31) 
Vote: Ayes :}O Nays ;;.1 

SENATE FILE .;/1';;'0 
BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

{44{)./~<-£ ( p ;;?~) 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSE 2004) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes ola ys 

An 

BE 

Act to establis~ a midwestern highec educat~on compact. 

IT ENACTED BY ~HE GENERAL ASSEMB~Y OF THE STATE O~ lOWA: 
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S.F. ;7!.;?{) H.F. 

1 Sect inn 1. NEW SECTION. 272.1 MIDWESTERN ~lGMS~ 

2 EDUCAT:ON COMPACT. 

3 ';'he midweste~n higher education compact lS e:lacted i~r.:::) Id .... ' 

4 and entered into with all jurisdictions legally jolil:ng ~n t~e 

S compact, the fo[~ substantially as follows: 

6 

I 

MIDWESTERN HIGHER EDUCATION COMPACT 

ARTICLE I. PURPOSE 

8 The purpose of t~e midwestern h~gher edllcation compact 

~ snaIl be to provide greater higher education opportunities and 

JO serVl.ces :.n the midwestern region. with the a:m ot f';rtherinq 

!~ reg~ona] access to, research In, and choi,ce of higher 

12 educat~o'l for tile citizens residing in t~e seve:"al stdtes 

:3 which are parties to thts compact. 

14 ARTICLE II. T~8 COMMISSIO~ 

15 A. The midwestern higher education commission, refecreri t" 

16 in this cOf.1pact as the commission, is hereby created by the 

1'1 compacti-ng states. The cOr:lr.lission shall cor;si.st of 

18 representatives from each of the compacting states a~d 5hd:l 

19 be a body corporate of each cOf.1pacting state. The co~rn;ssion 

20 shall have all the responsibi:"ities, powers, a:ld ell':". Le:.; se: 

21 forth 1n this co:npact, including t.he power to S:.le a:l<j be suecl, 

22 and such additional powers as may be conferred :lpon :he 

73 commission by silbsequent dc:ion of the respective :egislalures 

24 cf the compacting states in accordance with the :e!I~S of this 

2S compact. 

26 B. Each compacting state's representati~es, wto serve as 

27 merr.bers 0:· the C~r.lmission, shall consis: of tr.e toll:)w.i.ng fi\,(> 

78 resldenls of the slate: the governor, or t~le govern(~r's 

29 de~ig~ee, who shall serve durirlg t~e ~en~re of of~icp at rhp 

30 geve:'-:1o!."; two :'egislat.ors, one !::'rorr. eacr. house, excppt that. 

1: ~ebraska ~ldy appolnt two legislatcrs ~rom ~:s ~nic~mera; 

12 ::"egi:=.~a~drp, ',.;no s~all se~lle ~wo-year :erms d::C sna:.:. oe 
33 appoi~Led by :he app:oprlate appoi~:ing ai~thori:j [:cn~ each 

3~ no~se of :he _egis!a~ure; dnd :wo o:her dt-Large ~e~np~s, at 

3j :ed5t ~ne c: whc~ ~~cili be se~~cted from the [_eld .)f h~ghe:· 

• 



S. F. cfol'??O !-I.F. 

1 education. One of the two at-large members initiai~y 

2 appointed in each state shall serve a two-year term. rhe 

3 other, and any regularly appOi!lted 5~ccessor to eitner ilt-

4 large member position, shall serve a fOllr-year ~erm. Ail 

5 vacancies shall be filled in accordance with the laws relac~ng 

6 

7 

8 

9 

to the 

member 

of the 

C. 

filling of vacancies of the appointing states. Any 

appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve ilntil the end 

predecessor's incomplete term. 

The comm:ssion shall se~ect annually, from the 

~O commIssion membership, a chairperson, a vice chairperson, ana 

1 L a tredsurer. 

12 J. ~t1e commission shall appoint an executive Jirector who 

13 Shdil serve at the commission's p~eas~re a~d shall act as the 

~~ secretary to the corr~ission. The t~eds~rer, the exeCUtlve 

IS direc:.or, and all other comrr.ission pe~so:-1"e~. shail be honded 

16 in the amounts established and ill the manner ~eq~lcea bv the 
. ., 
1, 

18 

commi.~sion . 

E. The comr:llssior. shall meet at leas:-. once each caler.da.r 

The chclfperson of the commission may call addir:ona:' 

20 meetlilgs and, upon the request at a maJority o~ comD~SSlc;n 

2: meinbers of three or more compacting sta~e5, shall cal,l 

22 addltional meetings. All meet~ngs of the cox:ission sha:: be 

23 preceded by public notice and shall be held in ()pen sPssio~. 

21 F. Sach compacticg state represented at a~y mpe~ir:q ~f ti,e 

2S corrmllssion is entitled :0 one vote. A major~ty of ;:he 

26 compactir.g states shal::" const':'tute a qt:or::rr. :or the 

27 :.:~ansactior. of busi.ness, unless a large!:" qU0[',];n IS :.:·q; . .:..rec by 

28 c.ile bylaws of ~.h" corr..rr.ission. 

2'9 ;\RTICc,£ 1 I ~. ?OWERS A~D DUTI2S OF TH~ C()~MISST0rJ 

.)0 ;\ · ·:-·he c~;:nmi_ssion shal':' dCOpt: a sea':" and Si..:ll"..l;:)':",~ :.i"jidWS 



.. 

1 commisslor.. 

2 c. The commission shall S~bffiit. a proposed budgEt :0 the 

1 goverrl~r ar:d legislature of each compact~ng sta~p dt the ~~~e, 

~ a:ld c()verir~g the fiscal periods, required by each cc:npac:ing 

:) sLate. ~~e budget shall contain specific reco~~crlJatio;1S as 

6 to thp amount or amounts to be appropriated by each o~ the 

7 compdctirlg states. 

8 i). T'le <::0=15510:: shall report annually to r.he 

9 

:n 
legislat~res and gC)Ver:lors of the compactl~g sLates, tu :~e 

midwestern governors' conEererlce, and the midwe~te:~ 

legislative cOfltererlce of the counci: of stale gov~~~;~e:lts 1 , 

1 2 concer~ing the activi:ies of the commisslo~ dur~~g t~e 

i3 preceding year. The reports shall also embu~y a~y 

:4 recom:ne:ldations that may have been adopted by tl:e commiss~o:~. 

::..S Any ~ecu:TL11cndation whi,ch has been adopted oy r.hp. corr;:n~ssio!l, 

::"6 ttldt pr()~iJes for the participation of a;lY slatp or 

'7 i:lstitl;tion i:l d:ly progra~, service, po!icy, cr i~itidtive 

::"8 u~der the terms of the compact shall also provicie that Lhe 

~9 state or i~3~itution must ag~ee to pa~ticipa~e i~ ~he f)rog!'d~, 

20 serVIce, POllCY, or ~n~tiative. 

21 The com.'Tlissicn may borrow, accept, or CO:1t..rac:: tDr thp. 

22 serViCes of perscn~e~ from any state, the Clli~e(i Sta:es, a~y 

)) subdivisicll or agellcy of a state or :he U:lited S:atcs, :rom 

24 any lnte~3t.atp. .Jc;ency, or from any :nstitut:'or:, f'~i;.iJ1dai lon, 

/.5 person, firm, or corpo~ation. 

26 f. T:1e corruniss':'on rr,ay accept, receive, U:l_lze, d~d 

21 dispose of any cor:d':'t. iona: or t;ncondi!:ional do~~::i()ns and 

28 grdr:ts Q~ morley, equ:9nerlt, supplies, materidls, and 5er·v~ces 

29 ~rom any state, :hc ~:l~ted States, a~y subdivis.orl or age~cy 

]0 ut a starR ~~ t~e Un~~ed Sta:es, :rom any ~n~2r~t~te dgC:~Cy, 
. . . 

a:;y .:.r.S::-.ltut';'Orl, ~oundat~Orl, person. 

32 corp()ra~i·~::, t'r.Jf a:,:y:.;L :r.e c:)mm~::;sioil'S pu~r'.;ses .;r'" 1 

13 ~u~ct~cns ~Inder this cG~pac~. 

~ J • 

- 3-
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S.F. H.? 

1 education institutions located in states which are ~ot men!bers 

2 of this compact, Or with any of the various s~ates of tl.e 

3 United Sta~es to provide adequate higher edl:cation prGqr~Il\S 

4 and 3erv~ces for the citizens of :he respective compacting 

5 st":ates. The commissi.on, after negotiations with .t:1te::-ested 

6 1!lterstate education organizations or agencies and higher 

j education institutions, shall determ~ne the cost of provid~ng 

B the higher education programs and services for Lse in the 

9 agreements. 

10 H. ~he commission may estab~ish and maintain offices, 

11 which shal be located in one or more of the corrpacting 

,l./' s~ates. 

1. "The commission may establish com...ll':':tees 21':0 hlre s::atr 

14 as the commission deems necessary for the carry!ng out of the 

:S commission's E~nccions. 

::'he commissior. :TILiy provide Eor actual and neCp.s~-;2rt· 

iJ ex~anses for the attendance of comxission members dt o[[icla~ 

L8 meetings of ~he commissio'l or at official meptillgs of 

:9 COt:l:TIlttees establlshed by the COil'ullISS1on. 

20 AR'l'ICLI:: IV. ACTIV:TI£S OF THE COMMISS:UN 

21 A. The commission sha:l collect data on ~he !ong-rallge 

22 effects of this cOllpac:. By the end of the :'ou~th ye,)e 

73 the eEEective date of this compact, and every :wo years 

24 ;:t:t-'rpClfr.er, the corr:missi()~~ shal.l :.-eview corr.rr.'.SSlO;: 

2=J accQrnpllsh~en:.s and make recol1.-nendations to the qov{~r~{_)rs ":;~l! 

26 legis:atures of the compacting sta~ps ~n ttlC CCI~:L:l~~:~::2 ::;f 

21 this compac:. 

)8 n u. The corr:m;,ss.i.on sr.all s::udv issues .:..r: 

29 thdt arc J[ pa::tlcul.ar COi~cern to ::r.p;.~ :ni.dw(:ste!'":: !'es;!;~' ;::~ ~ ~-:p 

30 ~:llted States. 

, , 

'. 



" ~ ... ) • r • 

1 pdr'C.!.eS. In conducting studies, the comrniss:o:1 mdY confe,' 

2 w~~h any lldtiollal or regional planning body. Ti-:e cc:r.u~i ss ion 

:l mdY draEt and recommend to the governors and'eqisldt:;res or 
.J the compac!":ing states suggested legislation dea,~lng wi;:h 

S proo1ems in higher educdtion. 

6 C. ':'he commission shall st.udy :.he need for provis':'cn of 

7 adequa~e higher educatioIl programs and services, 3L:C~: as 

8 Ilndprgrrlduate, graduate, or professional stuc!p:--:r exchangL's l.~: 

IE d need for an exchange in a fip.d is apparc'lt, 

)1) che comm'ssion may ell'er into agreements with a~y highpI 

eClical18r, !'i1sti::.ution a::d with any of t!-'!e corr:pact_i:-:g states tv 

':"2 ~r:)vic.p. h':'q::er eG:..lcat.ior: programs ar.c services ~ur t"::li:::.' 

:3 cltize~s o~ the compac:ing sta:es. '1.' r. e C Olnffi 1. s:; ion, a. f :.: e ~ 

14 ~egoljati,o~s wi:~ ~nterested compacti~!g states and ~igher 

IS ~ducal~on insticJtio:1S, sha:: de(e:~ine ttle co~ts of provjd~,ng 

:6 the higher education prcgra~s and services UIlcie! :t:e 

The contracting states shall contrib~te the f~~ds 

:8 no:" oLher·wise ;>rcvided, as determinec. by the c0:n.rnission, :or 

\0 carrying o:.Jl the d<;rec:ner.ts. ':'he commission ;ndY also s~:r'v'e as 

2() rtle ad~linistrdtive arId tisca1 agent irl carrying cu~ the 

)1 agree:r,ents for higher educatio:1 programs i-ind services. 

D. The commission shall se:ve as a clear~ngho~se on 

7J informat~on regarding higher ed~cation activities a:nonq 

)-l lns!:itut~ons a:1d agencies. 

2') 

)6 contair\f~d ... ~. this compact, the commission mal' ?rov~cle sprVlces 

27 ~nd researc~ i~ cthe~ areas in educat~on which dre ut rea.o:~~l 

28 C0ncer~:. 

29 A?T:CLE V. FI NA~<C:: 

10 ,'\ . ~he ~o~eys ~ot 0the~wise provided for bu~ 

.1 ... : i ;1a~ce ~_:ie ge::e:'al ogera':ior.s of t!it: commiss':'or. a:1C :::e 

3) ca::ryinq CLit cE comm':'S5io~ dG:.ies, respcr.sibil.ir.ies, o;.G 

~n this compact, sha:: be appropria'.eej ......... h~ 
. '-" "0; • '-

,~·1 (:ClitiYl~;:;;;;~':::) tJy the c()mpac~i.r~g s~d!:es, ~..,.~en !:~E' af1pr":'I;>;i,alio:1 .:;: 

Jr:-l ~t.i:1ds _s a;;tr.crized by the :"0Sp~c::':"ve :'cqislat~re~, .3ih! 



S.F. ~Li?.O. ~.:. __ . __ _ 

1 equally apportioned among the compacting stares. 

L B. 'fhe ccm;nission sha~l not incar dny ()bligd~lu:1'; of c,n¥ 

] ~ind prier to the making of appropriations by rhe cC~I~act'[IS 

4 states that are adequate to meet the obligatIons. Tne 

5 commlSSlon shall not pledge the credit of a:1Y 0: the 

6 cOinpacting states unless the cornmission is giver) the a~tho!·ity 

7 to do so by the affected compacting state or states. 

8 C. The cor:unission sha:l keep accurate aCCOU:1ts of a;.: 

9 receipts and disbursements. The receipts and disbu[~eme~ts 0: 
LO the cormnission shail be subject to the audie a"d accoLnti'~g 

I! procedures established ~nder the co~mi5sion's by~aws. 

12 However. all receipts and disbursements of E~~d5 ha'lriLcd by 

:'1 U:p commissiun shall be audited yearly by a certif'eci 0" 

14 llcellsed public accountant and the report of the audit shaJ l 

1') be i neluded in and beco:ne parr of the annual [epor~ of c.',e 

:1) commi.ssion. 

17 n ~ne accounts of the conm:ssion shall be open 

18 reas0:1able lime for inspectior. by duly al:thorizec 

19 representatlves of the compact~ng states and perso~s 

20 aLtnorized by the commission. 

at dny 

2l AR,ICLE VI. ELIGI3LS PARTIES AND ENTRY =N~O FORCE 

77 A. The states of Ill:nois. Indiana. Iowa, Kans,IH. 

23 ~ichigan. Minnesota. ~i5souri. ~pbra5kd. North Oakota. Ohio. 

24 S0uth Dakota, and Wiscons':'r. shall be e':'ig~bi'? :-.0 bpCCJ!f,e ;;ar .. : 

25 ~') this compac~. Additional states shall be e:i~ib12 UpC11 

26 approval by a Majority of the c~mpacting s~ates. 

27 3. ThlS co:npact s~dl: be effective for a!~y P:~giD:e pa~~.j 

28 state upon ellact~e~t of the conpact. into the st~tl~':i ~aws, 

2q prnvidpd, howpve~, that this c~mpac= shall nct oecome 

30 in:~ia:,ly effective :':i;less enacteci by :ive 3tdt·~::; prl0( ::; 

34 

-s-



S I:' .:; /..:; '" H ., .~. fit"'" ~ .1". 

1 enac~j!lg 1egislation repeal:ng ~his compdct, howpve~, the 

2 Wit".!lUrdwal shall !lot take effect UJ~!:il twc YPdrs af~~~r ~,hc 

1 e:l~ct!~eI~t o~ the legislation. A state that. wit!~d~'aws trcIn 

4 this compact shall remain liable for any obligatiolls inc~rred 

S as a result. of the state's part:cipation in tr.is compdc~, Il? 

6 to ~he ef:ective date of the state's withdrawal from this 

J compact. Notwithstanding a state's withdrawal ~rcm :hls 

8 compact, a state shal: rema i n ~ cable for the per forr.uIIce of 

9 any obligation extending beyond the effect~ve date 0: t1~e 

i{) st.at.e's wi.thdrawal from this compac:, to the px~e~t :t)a~ the 

11 stat.? :,as spec!.f~cdlly ll:1cer:'aken, rea::trr.1ec, or c',)lnr:lit.:ed 

].2 ltself ~o the perforlrance of that obligatiol) be1o~d :he 

l:~ effpctive date of the state's withdrawal. 

14 :3. If a compactl,:g state defaults a~ any [Ime l~ lhp 

lS 

Hi 

p~r f()r:naI~ce 

arc assumed 

of any of the (:o~Pdcting s:a~e's ohLigd~~OI~S that 

or imposed under this compact, all ~:ght<;, 

l1 

18 

privlleges, 

pursuant to 

a~d be~efits conferred by or agrpemcnts ~eached 

this compact shall be suspe~ded ~rC"l the effec~ive 

19 date ;)f :he default. 

20 the e:fective cate of 

21 ob!igations by any of 

The COrrtrnlSSlon sha 1 i cetprmi;;e 2:~d ::x 
any de:ault in the pe r f o!"" ria ~~ce of 

the compacting states and shal , 

2~ stipulate the conditions and ~axi~um time limit~ ~hi(:h a 

23 defaulting state must meet in order to resllme or one.lln 

24 reinstatement of ~egular compact:ing state stdtuS. 

2S deEaill t ing state Ea i 1 s to cOr.lply wi ~h the st ipulat iOllS of: the 

26 comlC1SS1on within the time period set by the commiSSion, the 

2'/ state's participation in this compact ~ay be tpr~i~ated by an 

28 aE:=irmative vote of a :najcrity of t~e remaining compdct':"nq 

29 merno~c sta:es. A state w~ose membership in this CCn;)dCt has 

30 Dee~l ~.e:.-:ni;:ated may ;-eapply for membership ir; t;,is r.:)[~1?(1Ct 

31 t~e ;~~dce per~Q~~S all acts and obligati.ons re~l,li[eri hy ~~~ 

12 c~m~liS5~on for ~e!11St6te~e~~~. 

33 AilTIC.= v: I: .. SEV~~AB:LI'rI AND CONS~RUC!:ON 

34 ~~~ ?r~visions o~ ~his cQ~9ac: shall be severable d~d i~ 

3S any pilr~sef c:allse, ~entence, or other prcvls:on 8f '.his 

-;-

: ~ 



" e 

s . ? "il/ ';>0 ;; . F. 

1 compact is declared to be contrary to the const:tution or uny 

2 compacting state or to the Constitution of the United States. 

1 or the applicabllity of this compact to any gcver::rr.e!1t. 

4 agency, person, or circumstance is held inva~:c. the validi~y 

5 of the remainder of this compact and the applicability of th~s 

6 compact to any gover~ment, agency, person, or ci~c~mstance 

7 shall not be affected by the declaration or holding of 

8 unconstitutionality or invalidity. If this compact is he~d 

Y contrary to the constit~tion of any compacting state, the 

10 compact shail remaln in full force and effect as to the 

11 ~emaini~g states and in full force and e~Eect 1n the af~ecred 

12 state with respect :0 all severable prov~sion5. TtlC 

13 provisions of this compact shal: be :iberally CO!lst~ued ~G 

14 effectuate the purposes of this compact. 

IS Sec. 2. NEW SEC~!ON. 272.2 IOWA R£?RES;:::-;fAT"V;::S:'O 

16 HIDliSSTERN HIGHER EDUCATION COI-L'lISSION. 

],7 The state's 

18 the midwestern 

representative~ who shall serve as mcmDe~~ QE 

tighe~ education commissIon crea:ed ~n S0Cl~O~ 

19 272.~ shall be as follows: 

70 1. ~ne governor, or the governor's designee. 

21 2. One membpr of the senate, who shail be appoi~te,j Uj the 

22 majority leader ot the senate. 

23 ]. One me~be[ of the house of representatives. wh'l sha: i 

24 be dppoi:1ted by t-.he speaker or t:le hOUSi? ,")t rep~8Se!1:,-~i' ','~~:.;. 

7c., 4. Two public members, whc shall a1.so be ~r.gageJ ':1 .:~ 

26 profession !n the field of :-iigher educat~c!': a;i(l "::.~: :'~~,-i~ ~ ) e.: 

)7 2ppointed by the governor I 5ub~l?ct to conf:, r:l1'~l:' j c:-; by t.:;e 

28 ser:ate. 

33 hishe!: ed~~ca:::ior. co;n .. 'TIi.ssi,cr:. 

34 cr t rle 

35 2.C~,l.:.11 

-8-
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EXPLANAT ION 

:> This bill provloes Eor Iowa's ane IOVia :nstic\ltio:1s' 

1 voluntary participation in the miowesten'. r.:'ghec educati"" 

~ compdct .. ~nder the terms of the compact, a midwestern higher 

5 education commission ~s established to which To~a wi:l prov:de 

6 five rep~eselltatives. The comnission is a corporate body :n 

7 each o~ t~e compacting states and wi~l mainta~r: ufEice~ ~rl at 

8 least ~~e of the compacting midwestecn states. The co~:ss:on 

g will be responsibie [cr cOI,ducting researct:, dssessi:ltJ rleeds 

:t) and probl.ems, serving as dIl infQ~matiQn cleclri;!gtlOUS.,?, ~~d 

11 ~ssistir:g in O!" facil~tati~g prog(d:~ deve:opment i:l ':he ~:ed 

17 of hiq~er pdllcation fer ~he midwes~e[n reqion. 

l3 commi,;c;:on wile rE'cei'le cOI~pensati()~ ~Qr actual <!I~C ;lfo'CeS5ary 

; 4 f>xpenses incurred as 3 result of ~heir (~uties. 

1 :) 

I 6 

17 

18 

i9 

20 

2l 

U 

23 

2~ 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

2" ~ 

30 

.1: 

12 

33 

3 'I 

35 

:"SB snsnsv 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET I-'.ARCH 2, 1992 

SENATE FILE 2120 
5-5111 

1 Amend Senate File 2120 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, li~e 21, by striking the words " 
3 including che powe~ to sue and be sued,". 

By JIM LIND WALLY E. HORN 
RICHARD J. V&qN WILMER RENSINK 

S-5111 FILED FEBRU&qy 28, 1992 
tl~Fftce -01("",,1;23) 

SENATE FILE 2120 
$-5112 

1 Amend Senate File 2120 as follows: 
2 1 Page 7, lines 1 through 3, by striking the 
3 words ", however, the withdrawal shall not take effect 
4 until two years after the enactment of the 
5 legislation". 

By JIM LIND .. IALLY E. HORN 
RICHARD J. VARN WILMER RENSINK 

S-5112 

S-5113 

FILED F,EBRUARY 28, 1992 
~ 3/i/("f',');).3) 

SENATE FILE 2120 

1 Amend Senate File 2120 as follows: 
2 1. Page 6, line 1, by inserting after the word 
3 "s~ates." the following: "Funds necessary to finance 
4 Iowa's share of the moneys necessary under this 
5 paragraph shall be paid from funds specifically 
6 appropriated for that purpose." 
i 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

S-5113 

S-5115 

By JIM LIND 

FILED FEBRUARY 28, 1992 
t!.~ft.Ji 3/11 (-p.'7",,) 

SENATE FILE 2120 

1 Amend Senate File 2120 as follows: 
2 1. page 5, line 19, by inserting after the word 
3 "agreements" the following: ", except that no 
4 institution of higher education in this state shall be 
5 assessed any fee or sum in addition to any 
6 appropriated funds necessary to support the activities 
7 of' the commission". 

5-5115 

------_ .. 

By DERRYL McLAREN 

FILED FEBRUARY 28, 1992 
c?¥d rl/ (y;. '7:(3) 

--_.--- . SENATE FILE 2120 
S-5105 

1 Amend Senate File 2120 as follows: 

Page 1.6 

2 1. Page 3, line 18, by striking the words "that 
3 the" and inserting the following: "that each". 
4 2. Page 3, line 19, by inserting after the word 
5 "must" the following: "also". 

By'MIKE CONNOLLY 

$-5105 FILED FEBRUARY 27, 1992 
DEFERRED 4' c' 

(U~Fb.c{ -, / / ("'f'. ,};l:3/ 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 •' . '. -~, . 

22 

23 

/..PII.hJ"_Ly' VI. ql 
I111-1l.J ,.f / 

. / 
Kit "t "., E ~ I 

Passed Senate, Date -----
Vote: Ayes Nays __ _ 

S~~, ~~.f 
l /' EDU~A'" ~;1~ 

SENATE FILE C21aJ) 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION BILL BY 

CHAIRPERSON CONNOLLY) 

Passed House, Da te ____ _ 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 272.1 MIDWESTERN HIGHER 
2 EDUCATION COMPACT. 
3 The midwestern higher education compact is enacted into law 
4 and entered into with all jurisdictions legally joining in the 
5 compact, the 
6 

7 

form substantially as follows: 
MIDWESTERN HIGHER EDUCATION COMPACT 

ARTICLE I. PURPOSE 
8 The purpose of the midwestern higher education compact 
9 shall be to provide greater higher education opportunities and 

10 services in the midwestern region, with the aim of furthering 
11 regional access to, research in, and choice of higher 
12 education for the citizens residing in the several states 
13 which are parties to this compact. 

14 ARTICLE II. THE COMMISSION 
15 A. The midwestern higher education commission, referred to 

16 in this compact as the commission, is hereby created by the 
17 compacting states. The corrunission shall consist of 

• 

18 representatives from each of the compacting states and shall ~ 
19 be a body corporate of each compacting state. The commission 

20 shall have all the responsibilities, powers, and duties set 
21 forth in this compact, including the power to sue and be sued, 
22 and such additional powers as may be conferred upon the 
23 commission by subsequent action of the respective legislatures 
24 of the compacting states 

25 compact. 
in accordance with the terms of this 

B. Each compacting state's representatives, who serve as 
27 members of the commission, shall consist of the following five 
26 

28 residents of the state: the governor, or the governor's 
29 designee, who shall serve during the tenure of office of the 
30 governor; two legislators, one from each house, except that 
31 Nebraska may appoint two legislators from its unicameral 
32 legislature, who shall serve two-year terms and shall be 

33 appointed by the appropriate appointing authority from each 
34 house of the legislature; and two other at-large members, at 
35 least one of whom shall be selected from the field of higher .... 
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education. One of the two at-large members initially 
appointed in each state shall serve a two-year term. The 
other, and any regularly appointed successor to either at
large member position, shall serve a four-year term. All 
vacancies shall be filled in accordance with the laws relating 
to the filling of vacancies of the appointing states. Any 
member appointed.to fill a vacancy shall serve until the end 
of the predecessor's incomplete term. 

C. The commission shall select annually, from the 
10 commission membership, a chairperson, a vice chairperson, and 
11 a treasurer. 

12 D. The commission shall appoint an executive director who 
13 shall serve at the commission's pleasure and shall act as the 
14 secretary to the commission. The treasurer, the executive 
15 director, and all other commission personnel shall be bonded 
16 in the amounts established and in the manner required by the 
17 commission. 
18 E. 

19 year. 
The commission shall meet at least once each calendar 

The chairperson of the commission may call additional 
20 meetings and, upon the request of a majority of commission 

21 members of three or more compacting states, shall call 

22 additional meetings. All meetings of the commission shall be 
23 preceded by public notice and shall be held in open session. 
24 F. Each compacting state represented at any meeting of the 
25 commission is entitled to one vote. A majority of the 
26 compacting states shall constitute a quorum for the 
27 transaction of business, unless a larger quorum is required by 
28 the bylaws of the commission. 
29 

30 
31 

32 
33 
34 
35 

ARTICLE III. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION 
A. The commission shall adopt a seal and suitable bylaws 

governing the commission's management and operation. 
B. Notwithstanding the civil service, personnel, or other 

merit system laws of any of the compacting states, the 
personnel policies and programs of this compact shall be 
governed and provided for in the bylaws adopted by the 
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1 conunission. 
2 c. The conunission shall submit a proposed budget to the 
3 governor and legislature of each compacting state at the time, 
4 and covering the fiscal periods, required by each compacting 
5 state. The budget shall contain specific reconunendations as 
6 to the amount or amounts to be appropriated by each of the 

7 compacting states. 
8 D. The conunission shall report annually to the 

9 legislatures and governors of the compacting states, to the 

10 midwestern governors' conference, and the midwestern 

11 legislative conference of the council of state governments 
12 concerning the activities of the conunission during the 
13 preceding year. The reports shall also embody any 
14 reconunendations that may have been adopted by the conunission. 
15 E. The conunission may borrow, accept, or contract for the 
16 services of personnel from any state, the United States, any 
17 subdivision or agency of a state or the United States, from 

18 any interstate agency, or from any institution, foundation, 

19 person, firm, or corporation. 
20 F. The conunission may accept, receive, utilize, and 
21 dispose of any conditional or unconditional donations and 
22 grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials, and services 
23 from any state, the United States, any subdivision or agency 
24 of a state or the united States, from any interstate agency, 
25 from any institution, foundation, person, firm, or 
26 corporation, for any of the conunission's purposes and 

27 functions under this compact. 
28 G. The conunission may enter into agreements with any other 

29 interstate education organizations or agencies, with higher 
30 education institutions located in states which are not members 
31 of this compact, or with any of the various states of the 
32 United States to provide adequate higher education programs 
33 and services for the citizens of the respective compacting 
34 states. The conunission, after negotiations with interested 
35 interstate education organizations or agencies and higher 
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1 education institutions, shall determine the cost of providing 
2 the higher education programs and services for use in the 
3 agreements. 

4 H. The commission may establish and maintain offices, 

5 which shall be located in one or more of the compacting 
6 states. 
7 I. The commission may establish committees and hire staff 
8 as the commission deems necessary for the carrying out of the 
9 commission's functions. 

10 J. The commission may provide for actual and necessary 

11 expenses for the attendance of commission members at official 

12 meetings of the commission or at official meetings of 

13 committees established by the commission. 

14 ARTICLE IV. ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION 

15 A. The commission shall collect data on the long-range 
16 effects of this compact. By the end of the fourth year from 
17 the effective date of this compact, and every two years 
18 thereafter, the commission shall review commission 
19 accomplishments and make recommendations to the governors and 

20 legislatures of the compacting states on the continuance of 

21 this compact. 

22 E. The commission shall study issues in higher education 

23 that are of particular concern to the midwestern region of the 
24 United States. The commission shall also study the needs for 
25 higher education programs and services in the compacting 
26 states and the resources for meeting these needs. The 
27 commission shall, from time to time, prepare reports on the 
28 commission's research for presentation to the governors and 
29 legislatures of the compacting states and other interested 
30 parties. In conducting studies, the commission may confer 
31 with any national or regional planning body. The commission 
32 may draft and recommend to the governors and legislatures of 
33 the compacting states suggested legislation dealing with 
34 problems in higher education. 
35 C. The commission shall study the need for provision of 
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1 adequate higher education programs and services, such as 
2 undergraduate, graduate, or professional student exchanges in 

3 the region. If a need for an exchange in a field is apparent, 

4 the commission may enter into agreements with any higher 
5 education institution and with any of the compacting states to 
6 provide higher education programs and services for the 
7 citizens of the compacting states. The commission, after 
8 negotiations with interested compacting states and higher 
9 education institutions, shall determine the costs of providing 

10 the higher education programs and services under the 

11 agreements. The contracting states shall contribute the funds 

12 not otherwise provided, as determined by the commission, for 
13 carrying out the agreements. The commission may also serve as 
14 the administrative and fiscal agent in carrying out the 
15 agreements for higher education programs and services. 
16 D. The commission shall serve as a clearinghouse on 
17 information regarding higher education activities among 

18 institutions and agencies. 
19 E. In addition to the activities of the commission 

20 contained in this compact, the commission may provide services 

21 and research in other areas in education which are of regional 

22 concern. 
23 ARTICLE V. FINANCE 
24 A. The moneys not otherwise provided for but necessary to 
25 finance the general operations of the commission and the 
26 carrying out of commission duties, responsibilities, and 
27 powers stated in this compact, shall be appropriated to the 
28 commission by the compacting states, when the appropriation of 
29 funds is authorized by the respective legislatures, and 

30 equally apportioned among the compacting states. 
31 B. The commission shall not incur any obligations of any 
32 kind prior to the making of appropriations by the compacting 
33 states that are adequate to meet the obligations. The 
34 commission shall not pledge the credit of any of the 
35 compacting states unless the commission is given the authority 
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to do so by the affected compacting state or states. 
C. The commission shall keep accurate accounts of all 

receipts and disbursements. The receipts and disbursements of 
the commission shall be SUbject to the audit and accounting 
procedures established under the commission's bylaws. 
However, all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by 
the commission shall be audited yearly by a certified or 
licensed public accountant and the report of the audit shall 
be included in and become part of the annual report of the 

10 commission. 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
18 

19 
20 

21 

22 
23 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

30 
31 

32 

33 

D. The accounts of the commission shall be open at any 

reasonable time for inspection by duly authorized 
representatives of the compacting states and persons 
authorized by the commission. 

ARTICLE VI. ELIGIBLE PARTIES AND ENTRY INTO FORCE 
A. The states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 

Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, 
South Dakota, and wisconsin shall be eligible to become party 
to this compact. Additional states shall be eligible upon 
approval by a majority of the compacting states. 

B. This compact shall be effective for any eligible party 
state upon enactment of the compact into the state's laws, 
provided, however, that this compact shall not become 
initially effective unless enacted by five states prior to 
December 31, 1995. 

C. Amendments to this compact shall take effect upon 
enactment by the legislatures of all compacting states. 

ARTICLE VII. WITHDRAWAL, DEFAULT, AND TERMINATION 
A. A compacting state may withdraw from this compact by 

enacting legislation repealing this compact, however, the 

withdrawal shall not take effect until two years after the 
enactment of the legislation. A state that withdraws from 
this compact shall remain liable °for any obligations incurred 

34 as a result of the state's participation in this compact, up 
35 to the effective date of the state's withdrawal from this 
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1 compact. Notwithstanding a state's withdrawal from this 
2 compact, a state shall remain liable for the performance of 
3 any obligation extending beyond the effective date of the 
4 state's withdrawal from this compact, to the extent that the 
5 state has specifically undertaken, reaffirmed, or committed 
6 itself to the performance of that obligation beyond the 
7 effective date of the state's withdrawal. 
8 B. If a compacting state defaults at any time in the 
9 performance of any of the compacting state's obligations that 

10 are assumed or imposed under this compact, all rights, 

11 privileges, and benefits conferred by or agreements reached 
12 pursuant to this compact shall be suspended from the effective 

13 date of the default. The commission shall determine and fix 
14 the effective date of any default in the performance of 
15 obligations by any of the compacting states and shall 
16 stipulate the conditions and maximum time limits which a 
17 defaulting state must meet in order to resume or obtain 
18 reinstatement of regular compacting state status. If a 
19 defaulting state fails to comply with the stipulations of the 
20 commission within the time period set by the commission, the 
21 state's participation in this compact may be terminated by an 
22 affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining compacting 
23 member states. A state whose memberShip in this compact has 
24 been terminated may reapply for membership in this compact if 
25 the state performs all acts and obligations required by the 
26 commission for reinstatement. 
27 ARTICLE VIII. SEVERABILITY AND CONSTRUCTION 
28 The provisions of this compact shall be severable and if 
29 any phrase, clause, sentence, or other provision of this 

30 compact is declared to be contrary to the constitution of any 
31 compacting state or to the Constitution of the United States, 
32 or the applicability of this compact to any government, 
33 agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity 
34 of the remainder of this compact and the applicability of this 
35 compact to any government, agency, person, or circumstance 
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shall not be affected by the declaration or holding of 
unconstitutionality or invalidity. If this compact is held 
contrary to the constitution of any compacting state, the 
compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the 
remaining states and in full force and effect in the affected 
state with respect to all severable provisions. The 

7 provisions of this compact shall be liberally construed to 
8 effectuate the purposes of this compact. 
9 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 272.2 IOWA REPRESENTATIVES TO 

10 MIDWESTERN HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION. 
11 The state's representatives who shall serve as members of 

12 

13 
14 

15 

16 

17 
18 
19 

the midwestern higher education commission created in section 

272.1 shall be as follows: 
1. The governor, or the governor's designee. 
2. One member of the senate, who shall be appointed by the 

majority leader of the senate. 
3. One member of the house of representatives, who shall 

be appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives. 

4. Two public members, who shall also be engaged in a 

20 profession in the field of higher education and who shall be 
21 appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by the 

22 senate. 
23 Legislative members shall receive compensation for actual 
24 and necessary expenses pursuant to sections 2.10 and 2.12. If 
25 a member ceases to be a member of the general assembly, the 
26 member shall no longer serve as a member of the midwestern 
27 higher education commission. Public members and the governor 
28 or the governor's designee shall receive compensation for 
29 actual and necessary expenses pursuant to section 7E.6. 
30 EXPLANATION 
31 This bill provides for Iowa's participation in the 
32 midwestern higher education compact. Under the terms of the 
33 compact, a midwestern higher education commission is 
34 established to which Iowa will provide five representatives. 
35 The commission is a corporate body in each of the compacting 
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1 states and will maintain offices in at least one of the 
2 compacting midwestern states. The commission will be 
3 responsible for conducting research, assessing needs and 

4 problems, serving as an information clearinghouse, and 

5 assisting in or facilitating program development in the area 
6 of higher education for the midwestern region. Members of the 

7 commission will receive compensation for actual and necessary 
8 expenses incurred as a result of their duties. 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 
35 
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