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A BilL FOR 

1 An Act relating to procedures upon the closing of polls using 
2 electronic voting or tabulating systems. 

3 3E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Seelion 1. Section 52.32, subsectic~s 1, 2; ~!~d 1. Cede 

2 1991, d(P ~mended by striking the 5ubs2ctic)ns anM l::s~~"tlng :r~ 

1 lieu ~~ereof the following: 

4 __ At the time for closing the polls, or as soon 

5 ther-e~'i£t~r as all persons entitled under section 49~ 74 to do 

6 so have cast their votes, the precinct election officials in 

I each precinct wr.ere an electronic voting syste~ or an 

B electronic tabulating system is in use shall seCilre the system 

9 against further voting. The precinct election officials shal~ 

10 certify the nUlnber of declarations of eligibility signed as 

11 required by section 49.77, and record that number 011 the tally 

12 sheet with the nLlmber of special, unused, spoiled, and unvoted 

11 ballots cast, with each number recorded separately. The 

14 numbers shal~ be used to determine whether the number of 

15 ballots cast as recorded in the electronic precinct reports 

16 varies from the number oE declarations of eligibility. If so, 

11 that Eact shall be reported in writing to the cOmr.1issioner by 

18 the counting center officials, together with ~he number o! 

19 ballots varying from the number of declarations of e:igibility 

20 and the reason for the variance, if known. 

21 2. The precinct election officials shall affix a seal upon 

22 the ballot container. The precinct election officials shall 

2] then each affix their signatures to a statement attesting that 

2~ the requirements of this section have been met and the time 

2~ the ballot container is removed from the precinct polling 

26 location for delivery to the counting center pursllant [0 

27 section 52.37. The statement shall be returned to the 

28 commissioner with the election register as reqllired by section 

29S0.l7. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 52.37, subsection I, Code 1991, )s amended 

11 to read as follows: 

~~ 1. ?he sealed ballot container from each preci.nct shall be 

33 delivered to the counting cefiter hy two of tte elec~i0n 

3~ otfic_als of t~at preci~c:, ~ot me~bers of the sane politic~l 

15 pa~~'l, wto shall travel together i~ the saffie ",ehic:e a~ld shalJ. 
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1 have tr'le container under ~r.eir i:runediate .)oi:1t control ur:ti.:. 

2 they surrende:- it to the Commlssioner or the cOTr;!nissloner's 

3 desig~ee in charge of the counLing center. The co~;tis~~O:1(~: or 

4 desigt~ee shall, in the presence of the two preci:~ct Cl~~ClioI~ 

5 officials who delivered the cont~iner, enter on a record kep'. 

6 for the purpose that the cont.diner ~-Jas recei.ved! the _t~lU~ t_~c 
7 container was receive<i~ and the cond~tion o~ the se<3.1 llj:lon 

8 receipt. 

9 2X?LANATION 

10 This bill provides a procedure for deter~ining whether 

11 excess ballots are cast in an electiorl by means of an 

12 electronic voting system or elec~ronic tabulatirlg system ~n 

l:~ which the ba~lots are to be coun~ed at a cou~ti!1g c:enl.e!. 

14 Current procedure provides that election officials open the 

15 ballot box after voting is complete and COllllt the n~mbe! of 

16 ballots cast and cumpare tha~ nu~ber with the number of 

i:/ declarations of el.iSibility. 1.'his bill provides that. the 

18 comparison is made witholit the preCinct election officials 

19 opening the ballot box by comparing the number of declaralion~ 

20 of eligibility to the number of ballots cast as recorded in 

21 the electronic prec:nct repo~ts. 

22 The bili requires that the number of speCial, unusE!d, 

23 spoiled, or unvoted ballots be recorded, with each "lImber 
74 recorded separa~ely. 

25 The bill also reqUires that the ti~e the ballot bOK is 

26 taken from thQ polling place and the time it is received i1t 

27 the cuunting center be recorded. 
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SE~ATr. F]L~ 2114 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO PROCEDURES UPON THf: CLOSlt..'G or POLLS USING 

ELEcrRONIC VOTING OR TABULATING SYSTtHS. 

BE' IT ENACTED BY THE GENJ:;RAt. ASSfo.:MRI,'i OP THl:: STATE OF IOWA; 

Section 1. Section 52.32. subsections 1. 2. and 3, Co~e 

1991, are amended by st.riking t.he subsect.ions and inserting in 

lieu thereof the following: 
1. At the time for closi.ng t.he polls. or as seon 

thereaft~r as all persons entitled under section ~9.74 to do 
so have cast their votes. the precinct election officials in 

e 
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pach precinct where an electronic voting system or an 
electronic tabolatinq system is in use shall secure the systen 
against further voting. The precinct election officials shall 
certify the nllmber of declarations of eliqihility signed as 

rl?qllired by section 49.77, and record that number on the tally 

sheet with the number of special. unuged. spoiled, and unvoted 

ballots cast, with each numbel' recorded !icpdrately. The 

numtwrs shall be used to detel'lt.lne Io'hether the nur.ber of 

ballots cast as recorded in the el~ctronic precinct report9 

varies from the number of declarations of eligibility. ]f so. 

that fact shall be reported in writing to thl? co~missioner by 

the counting center officials. toqether with the number of 

ballots varying from the nurr,ber of declarat ions of eli.gibi li ty 

and the reason for the variance. if k.nown. 

2. The precinct election officia19 shall affix a seal upon 

the ballot container. The precinct election officials shall 

then each affix their signatures to a statement attesting that 

the requirements of this section have been met and the time 

the ballot container is removed from the precinct poll ing 

location for delivery to the counting center p\H!iUant to 

~ection S2.37. The statenent shall be returned to the 

co:nmissioner '...rit.h the elp.ction regiater as required by section 

SO. 17. 
Sec. 2. Section '>2.37, subsection 1. Code 1991, is arnended 

to read as follo;"'5: 
1. The sealed ballot container fro:n each pl'p.cinct shall be 

delivered to the counting cenlel' by t .... o of the election 

officials of that precinct, not ~e~ber$ of the sam~ political 

party, ~ho ~h~ll travel t0gether in the sa~e vehicle and shall 

have the cont.ainp[ under ttiei r itllllledl.1te joint control unti 1 

they surrender it to the cOJTl/fli~sior.er or the cC·lMlissioner's 

designee in <:harqe cf the counting center. "The c()nu~issioner 

or de9iqnep. shall. in the presence of the t'.Jo precinct 

election officials who dp.liverp.J thp. container, ent~r on a 

record kept for the purp,)~e that tile cont.ainer .... "'s ceceived L 
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the time the container was received, and the condition of the 

seal upon receipt. 

MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

President of the Senate 

ROBERT C. ARNOULD 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2114, Seventy-fourth General Assembly. 

(\ , 

Approved ~ ll/u f [ 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

JOHN F. DWYER 

Secretary of the Senate 
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