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ACt relating to procedures upon the closing of polls using
electronic voting or tabulating systems.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE CF T0OWA:
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ection 1. 3Secticon 52.32, subsecticrns 1, 2. and 3. Ccde
1991, are amended by striking the subsections and ins=riing in
iieu thereof the followling:

1. At tne time for closing the pells, or as soon
tnereafter as all persons entitled under section 49.74 to do
so have cast their votes, the precinct election cfficials in
each precinct where an electronic veoting system or an
electronic tabulating system 1s in use shall secure the systen
against further voting. The precinct election officials shal:
certiify the number of declarations of eligibility signed as
required by section 49.77, and record that numbesr on the tally
sheet with the number of special, unused, spoiled, and unvoted
ballots cast, with each number recorded separately. The
numbers shall be used to determine whether the number of
bailots cast as recorded in the electronic precinct reports
varies from the number of declarations of eligibility. If so,
that fact shall be reported i1n writing to the commissioner by
the counting center officials, together with the numker of
ballots varying from the number of declarafions of eligibility
and the reason for the variance, 1f known.

2. The precinct election officials shall affix a seal upon
the ballot container. The precinct election officials shali
then each affix their signatures to a statement attesting that
the requirements of this section have been met and the time
the ballot contailner is removed from the precinct polling
location for delivery to the counting center pursuant o
section 52,37. The statement shall pe returned to the
commissioner with the election register as required by section
50.17.

Sec. 2. Section 52.37, subsection 1, Code 1551, s amended
to read as follows:

1. Tne sealed ballot centainer from each precinct snall be
delivercd to the counting center oy two of the election
otflclals of that precingt, not members of the same political

party, whco shall travel together 1n the same vehicle and shall
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rave tne container under their immediate joint control until

they surrender it to the commissioner or the commissicner’'s
desigree in charge of the counilng center., The comnissioner or

desigres shall, in the presence of the two precinci glacrion
e

officials who delivered the container, enter on a record ke

for the purpose that the container was received, the tfime the

container was received, and the condition of the sez] Lpon

receipt.
ZXPLANATION

This bill provides a procecdure for determining whether
excess ballots are cast in an election by means of an
electronic voting system or elec:ironic tabulating system in
which the balilots are to be counted at a counting cenier.
Current procedure provides that election officials Open the
ballot box after voting is complete and count the number of
ballots cast and compare that number with the number of
declarations of eligibility. This bill provides thai the
comparison is made without the precinct election officials
opening the balliot box by comparing the number of declaraiions
Ct eligibility to the number of ballots cast as recorded in
the electronic precinct reports.

The bll: reguires that the number of special, unusead,
spoiled, or unvoted ballots be recorded, with each sumber
recorded separately.

The bill also requires that the time the ballor box is
taken from the polling place and the time it is raceived at

thne counting center be recorded.
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SENATE FILE 2114

AN ACT
RELATING TO PROCEDURES UPON TH: CLOSING OF POLLS USING
ELECTRONIC VOTING O TABULATING SYSTEMS,

BE [T ENRCTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OP THE STATE OF [OkA:

Section t. Section 52.32, subsections 1, 2, and 3, Code
1991, are ameaded by stciking the subsections and inserting in
liew thereof the following:

l. At the time for closing tne polls, or as scon
thereafter as all persons entitled under section 4%2.74 to do
50 have cast their votes, tha precinct election officials in

Senate File 2114, p. 2

each precinct where an electronic voting system or an
electronic tabulating system is in use shall secure the system
against further voting. The precinct election officials shall
certify the number of declarations of eligibility signed as
tequired by section 49.77, aad record that number on the tally
sheet with the number of special, uanused, spoiled, and unvoted
ballots cast, with each number recotded sepacrately. The
aumbers shall be used to determine whether the aurber of
balloty cast as recorded in the electronic precinct reports
varies from the number of declarations of eligibility. If so.
that fact shall be reported in writing to the commissioner by
the counting center officials, together with the number ot
ballots varying from the number of declarations of eligibility
and the reason for the variance, 1€ Xnown,

2, The precinct election officiale shall af€ix a seal upon
the ballot container. The precinct election officials shall
then each affix their signatures to a statement attesting that
the tequitements of this section have been met and the Lime
the ballot container is removed from the precinct polling
location €for delivery to the counting center pursuant Lo
section 52.37. The staterent shall be returned to the
commissioner with the election register as requited by section
50.17.

Sec. 2. Section 52.37, subsection l, Code 1991, is amended
to read as follows:

1. The sealed ballot container from each precinct shall be
delivered to the counting center by two of the election
officials of that precinct, not members of the same political
party, who shall travel together in the same vehicle and shall
pave the container under their immediate joint control until
they surrender it to the commiasioner or the commissioner's
designee in charge cf the counting center. The comnissioner
or designee shall, in the presence of the two precianck

election officials wno delivered the container, enter on a

record kept foc the purpose that tne Container wias received,
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the time the container was received, and the condition of the .

seal upon receipt.

MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL
President of the Senate

ROBERT C. ARNOULD
Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
is known as Senate File 2114, Seventy-fourth General Assembly.

JOHN F. DWYER
Secretary of the Senate

Approved L,{/;,"z{ﬁ ? , 1992
AL

TERRY E. BRANSTAD

Governor




