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A Bl FOR

Act requiring licensure of social workers, providing an

eiffective date, imposing fees. and making p=2nalties
egpplicable.

1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY O TEER STA
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Section 1. Section 147.2, Code 1991, is amended to read gs
follows:

147.2 LICENSE REQUIRED.

A person shall nou engage in the practice 2% medicine and
surgery, podiatry, osteopathy, ostecpathic medicin2 and
surgery, vsychology, chiropractic, physical therapy, nursing,
den ry, dental hyglene, optometry, speech vatholegy,
audiology., occupational therapy, pharmacy., CcoSOeLOLIOCY,
parbering, soclial work, dietetilcs, or mortuary sScCi2nce ov
snall not practice as & physician assistany as definea in tae
fcilowing crapters of tnis title, uniess the persol nas
obtalned from the departnent a license {or that purspose.

Sec. 7. Section 147.14, sudsection 1, Code Supplement
1591, is amended to read as follows:

i. For podiacry. cosmetology, barbering, and mortuary
seience, gnd-soctar-worky hree menbers each, licensed to
practice the profession for wnich the beard conduchts
examirations, and two members whe are not iicensed D0 praciice
tne urofession for which the peard conducts examinatiuns and
wno shall represant he ganeral putlic. A quorum snatl

the board.

by adding the fnlliowing new subsection:
Now SUBSECTION. 14, For social work examlnz2ys. ohree

oClal work, one Trom caon of

o} S
of licensure cescribed in sectlon 254¢.,3,
t e

subscection 1, and twe members who are noi ligensed secia:
workers ané who shall represent the general pusiic.

Sec. L. Section 147.74, subsecticon 12, Code Suiplonent
1997, I3 amenden oy 39ricing one sSubsection and inseriing on
Tiey nerecf Lhe [oilowing:

12. 2~ Bacnelor social worker Licensed under chenter 1540
may uoo thi words TLiCensel DACReIur L0CLEL wWOTKEY" or oz
tetters UILLRUSVHLT aller e persen’s famrE. N RAstwr S0ocial
worser Licmnsed okl CheDter (SO0 may use Jhv owords Toleoensed
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master social worker" or the letters "L.M.S.W." after the

.

Lo R e R e = T ¥ - e N R e

person's name. An independent social worker licensed under

chapter 154C may use the words "licensed 1ndependent social
worker", or the letters "L.I.S.W." after the person's name.

Sec. S. Section 154C.1, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

154C.1 DEFINITIONS.

As used in this chapter unless the context otherwise
requires:

1. "Board" means the board of social work examiners

=
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—

established in chapter 147,

2. f“bicenzed-soctar-workerl-gr-Uizesenseesl! "Licenses'" means

—

a person licensed to practice soclal work.

3. "Practice of tieensed social work" means the

professional activity of itcensed-sceiai-werkers licenseces
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which 1s directed at enhancing, protecting, or restoring

people's capacity for social functioning, whether impaired by
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environmental, emotional, or physical factors, with particular
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attention to the person-in-situation confiquration. The

o
(o]

social work profession represents a body of knowledge

(%
—

requiring progressively more sophisticated aralytic and

&
3]

intervention skills, and includes the application of secta:

3]
(V9

wesk psychosocial theory and methods and-vatves-ir-evaiunacing

S
NeY

perasonat-and-famity-problems-and-rexattonshipsr-assisting

b
w

perueng-and-famiites-with-adjustment-probrems-and-reacnhrng

4]
o

appropriate-decisions-about-their-tivessy-and-counaeting

he
-4

emotionstty-distressed-individuais-and-famritres to

]
w0

individuals, couples, families, groups, and chmunities. The

&
el

practice of social work for each of the categories of sccial

L)
fo

work licensure includes the following:

(W)
-

a. Bachelor social workers provide assessment and

(%]
[V

intervention through direct c¢ontact with ¢lients or referva:

(V83
L

of clients to other gualified resources for assistance,

)

including but not limited tc periormance of social nistories,

C
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(W]

probiem identification, assessment and interviewing

_2.....




(S ]

fray)

[l e RS B & o BN SC B o

—

1

17
18

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
24
3%

techniques, social work administration, supervision,

evaluation, and regearch of service delivery includ._ng

development and implementation of organizational poiicies and

ptocedures in program management. A bachelor social worker

shall not conduct social work as a private practice.

n. Master social workers are gqualified to perform the

practice of bachelor soclal workers and provide assessment,

nerformance of psychosocial histories, problem identification

and evaiuation of symptoms and behavior, assessment of

psychogsocial and behavioral strengths and weaknesses, effects

of the environment on behavior, psychotherapy with

estabiishment of treatment goals and monitoring progress,

differential treatment planning, and interdiscipliinary

consultation and collaboration. Administratiorn and management

include but are not limited to performance of supervision of

clinical staff and otner personnel, consultation, practice

evaluation and utilization of research, developuent and

impiementation of policies governing service delivery, and

management of programs and community organizations. Master

social workers shall not conduct social work as a orivate

practice,

Cc. independent social workers are gualified to perform the

practice of master social workers. Only independent social

workers may conduct soc:ial work as a private practice.

4. "Private practice of-ircensed-socigi-work" neans the
autoncmous professional activity of a ricensed-zeciar-worker
licensee which is not under the auspices of a public or
private nonprofit corporation.

5. "Supervisicn'" means tne direction of social work prac-

tice in face-to-face sessions. Further standards lor super-

vision shall be determined by the board of social work

edaminers, Supervision shail oe provided in one ol the

following manners:

[
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a. By a social worker licensed at least at the level of

the social worker being supervised and quaiified under section

154C.3 to practice without supervision.

b. When the board of social work examiners determines thac

supervision by a social worker as defined in paragraph "a" :is

unobtainable, and in other situations considered appropriate

by the board, by another gqualified professional.

Sec. 6. Section 154C.2, Code 1991, ls amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu therecf the foliowing:

154C.2 LICENSE REQUIRED, USE OF TITLE.

A person shall not engage in the practice of social work
unless the person 1s licensed pursuant to this chapter. A
person who is not licensed pursuant to this chapter snall not
use the words "social worker" or "social work", or any other
words or titles whicn imply or represent that the person is a
bachelor social worker, master soclal worker, or an
independent social worker, or practices social work.

Sec. 7. Section 154C.3, Code 1981, 1s amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the foliowing:

154C.3 REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN LICENSE OR RECIPRCCAL
LICENSE —-— LICENSE RENEWAL -- CONTINUING EDUCATYON.

1. LICENSE REQUIREMENTS. An applicant for a licers

4as a

41

hachelor social worker, master social worker, or independent
social worker shall meet the foliowlng requirements in

addition te paving ali fees reguired by the boa
a. BACHELOR SCCIAL WORXER. An applicant £

a

L1
X

v a ilcense as

2 pachelor social worker shall present evidence satisfaciory
Lo the board that the applicant:

(i1} Possesses a vachelor's degree in gocial work from an
accredited coliege or university approved by the board.

{2) =znas passed an examination given by the bcard.

(3} Will conduct all professional activities as a nachulor
soclal worker in accordance with standards for prolessional

conduct establisned by the board.

(4) Will engage in the practice of soclial work, only undcar
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supervision, for at least two years as & full-time employee or
for at least four thousand hours following acguisition of the
license,.

L. MASTER SOCIAL WORKER. An applicant for a iicense as a
master social worker shall present evidence satisfactory to
the board that the applicant:

{1} Possesses a master's or doctoral degre2e in soclal wWerk

from an accredited college or university approved by the

o

oard.
{(?2) das passed an examination given by the boa:c.

{3) Will conduct all professionai activities as a mas:ter
social worker in accordance with standards for prciessional
conduct established by the board.

{4) Will engage 1a the practice of social worx, oniv under
supervision, for at .east one year as a fuli-time empidyee Or
for at least two thousand hours following acquisition of the
license.

c. INDEPENDENT SOCIAL WORKER. An applicant for a license
as an 1independent social worxer shall present evidence
satisfactory to the board that the applicant:

{1} Possesses a master's or doctoral degree from an
accredited college or university approved by the board.

(2) Has passed an examination given by the board.

(3) Wili conduct al: professicnal activities as a socia:i
worker in accordance with standards for professional conduct
established by the board.

{4) Has engaged in the practice of social work, only under
supervision, for at least two years as a full-tim2 employee or
Zor four thousand hours prior Lo taking the examination given
oy the board.

2. RECIPROCAL LICENSE. The board shall issue an
appropriate license to an applicant licensed o praciice
soclal work ln another state whicnh imposes licensure
requirements similar or equal to those impcsed under

subsectilon .
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3. LICENSE RENEWAL AND CONTINUING EDUCATION. Licenses
shall be renewed biennially, ard licensees shall pay a fee for
rerewal as determined by the board and shall present evidence
satisfactory to the board that the licensee has satisfied
continuing education requirements as determinec by the board.

Sec. 8. Section 154C.4, Code 1891, is amended to read as
follows:

154C.4 RULEMAKING AUTHORITY.

In addition to cduties and responsibilities provided In
chapters 147 and 2S8A, tne board shall adopt rules reiating
to:

1. Standards required for licensees engaging in tne
srivate practice of tieensed social work.

2. Standards for professiornal conduct cf perssns-rreemsed
under~chra-ehapter licensees.

. The administration of tnhis chapter.
status of active and inactive licensure and
for lnactive licensure reeniry.

. EBducatlonal activities which fulfill conuinuing
education reqguirements for renewal of licenses.

6. Evaluation of its rules to refine standards G-

Licensure an

)

Sec., ¢. Section 154C.5, unnumbered paragrap!
is amended to read as follows:

A ticenmsed-soctai-werker licensee Oor a person workling under
supervision ¢f a licensee shall nct disclose or be compel
to disclose information acquired from persons consuliing in
person in a professional capacity except:

Sec., 16, NZW SECTION. 154C.6 TRANSITICN PROVIS:.ONS --
EXEMPTION FROM CERTAIN LICENSE REQUIREMENTS.

Notwithstanding section 154C.3, the board shaii lissue a
license as a vachelor social worker, master socia. wWorner, O
incdependent social worker to an appiicant appiving for a
License prior to July 1, 1994, who meets the following

S

regulrements in addition to paying &ll fee

—-F




PR N

W

(NI« « IR B e A

= b=
[V N T SR o)

15

1

Y

17
18

1

1
20
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

S.F. RA/04 H.F.

board:

1. DBACHELOR SOCIAL WORKER. An applicant fcr a iicense as
a bachelor social worker shall present evidence saiisfactory
to the board of either of tne following:

a. That the applicant possesses a bachelor's degree in
soclal work from an accredited colilege or unlversi:y approved
by the board.

D. That the é&pplicant possesses an undergracua:e degree
from an accredited college or university and has four theousand
hours of employment experience in the practice of soclal worx.

An applicant who does not satisfy the requirements of para-
graph “"a" or "b" may obtain a temporary license o7 & period
of ten years, during which time the applicant shall obtaln a
bachelor's degree in social work from an accredited ccllege or
university approved by tne board.

2. MASTER SOCIAL WGRKER. An appilicant f£for a l.cense as a
master social worker shall present evidence satisfactory to
the board that the applicant possesses a master’'s or coctoral
degree in social work from an accredited college or university
approved by the board.

3. INDEPENDENT SOCTIAL WORKER. An applicanit for a licensge
as an independent social worker shall present evidence
satisfactory to the board of either of the following:

a. That the applicant possesses a valid licerse to
practice social work pursuant to chapter 154C i3sued pricr o
July 1, 1994.

b. That the appiicant possesses a master's or doctoral
degree in social work from an accredited college or university
approved by the board and has two years or four thousand hours
of postgraduate degree employment experience in the practice
of social work.

Sec. 1ll1. NEW SECTION. 154C.7 EXEMPTIONS.

This chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent gualified
members of other professions including, but no: limited to,

aurses, psychologists, marital and family therapists, mental

_7_
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health counselors, physicians, attorneys-at-iaw, or mempers of
the clergy, from providing or advertising that they provide
services of a social work nature consistent with the accepzed
standards of their respective professions, provided that these
persons do not use a title or description indicating or
impiying that they are licensed to practice soclal work under
this chapter or that they are practicing socclal work as
defined in this chapter.

This chapter does not apply to students of social work
whose activities are conducted within a course of professinnal
education 1n social work and are supervised py a ilcensee.

Sec. 1Z. Section 229.1, subsection 11, paragrapnt ¢, (Code
1981, is amended to read as foilows:

c. A gocial worker who-holdy-a-mastertu-degrec-in-sosiat
work-avarded-by-ar-accredited-cotiage-or—anrversty iceiged

ander chapter 154C.

Sec. 13. EFFECTIVE DATE. Secclons Z ancg 3 of this ACt
4

EXZ?LANATION

Tuis bill requives licensure ol soclal workers and nouvides
Tor bhree leveis of licensure depending upon ecducation aad
employment experience.

Secticns 1, 2, 3, 4, and .2 are Corresopondling am=nduants no

the Code and meke applicable general nhealtn practite pro-
fession provisions regarding establishrent of the boaviq,

imposition of fees and penaliies, license revocac.on and

suspension, and title specificaiion.

Secticns 5 througn 11 amend provisions of the Code walon
curvencly regulate the practice of social work and Coeata new
secticas in the Coce. These sections include raguirements for
iicensurz, reciprocal ligcensure, license rernewal ernd
continuing education, use of Tizies, the rulemaking dauna0ilny
of the board, coniidentiality of information, Lransizion
provisions appllcablie o appiicants for licensure prior o
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licensure, and title and practice protection.

the cowposition of the bpoard.
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Section 13 provides an effective date of July .
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