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Act relating to the care of animals and providing a penalty. 
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1 section 1. NEW SECTION. 717.1A DEFINITIONS. 

2 As used in this chapter, unless the context othprwise 

3 requires: 

4 1. "Abandon" means to permanently relinquish control or 

5 possession of an animal. 
6 2. "Adequate shelter" means providing an animal with an 

7 environment normally required by an animal of the same species 

8 to preserve the physical condition of the anima" from physical 

9 or climatic elements which could result in injury or death to 

10 the animal. 

11 

l2 

3. 

4 . 

l'Allimal 'l means any live nonhuman vertebrate. 
"Necessary sustenance'l means the mainteIlance normally 

13 required by animals of the sa~e species necessary for an 

14 animal's health, inc:"ding sufE icient food, sufE lcient water, 

l5 adequate shelter, and veterinary care. 

1 Ii s. "Sufficient food" means providing an animal with 

17 nourishment at times normally required by an animal of toe 

lR sar.u-~ species, in a quar.tity dnd of: a qU<l.:.ity req;;i.rcc '1.0 

I . 

)S death of ~~ anima:, 

2G ar.d 1S 

~O("' .... ' .. _ .... J. • Section 7.17.2: 

-i.-

, c.('.· 
~ -' J .. 
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1 sufficient qtta~'::ity-of foo0.?-f.ll'id Q£_~.l}_~.!)cient \'iate::;:--et"-'iit:(' 

2 ftlti:tl. 

3 _2_. __ F~!ls to provide a dog or cat with adequace she:t~r7-e~ 
4 wh~-torttlre!:!. 

5 3. Tortures, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance, 

6 mutilates, overdrives, overloads, drives when overloaded, 

7 beats, or kills an animal by eny ~ means which e6tltle 

8 unJustified pain, distress, or sufEering7-whe~h~~ 
causes 

9 ±rl",eflt±on8~o:y-ot'-neg'l:i:ger'lt'l:Y7-eO!'Mli:"'s-tMe-"ffeI'l3e-of-t:r~~~tl 

11 Sec. 3. Section 717.4 is amended by striking tile sect 1011 

12 and lnserting in lie~ thereof the following: 

13 717.4 ABA~DONMENT OF ANIMALS. 

14 A person who owns or maintains custody of an aeimal shall 

15 not abandon the animal, including by vacating the person's 

16 premises and leaving the animal at the premises or ieavlng ~n e 17 animal by a public road or street. This section does not 

18 apply to a person who transfers possession of the il~imal ~o d 

19 person who accepts custody of the animal, or returns an d~!mal 

20 to its natural habitat. However, a person shall not transfer 

21 an animal to an animal shelter or pound as defined in secti,.n 

22 162.2, unless the person pays fees required by the animal 

23 shelter or pound required to assume the animal's c~stody. A 

24 pe:son who violates this section is guilty of a serious 

25 misdemeanor. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill amends chapter 717 relating to the trea:recnt ot 
28 animals. It provides definitions of terms used ill the 

29 chapter, including "abandon", "adequate shel ter", "anirr.al" , 

30 "necessary suster.ance," "sufficien: food u
, "suf:ici.ent water", 

31 and ·'torture". 

32 The bill also strikes a section relating to che abandonment 

33 of cats and dogs, and provides ~cr the abandonment of animals. "e 34 A person ~s required to transfer possession of an artimal to 

35 the custody of another person or :0 its natural habitat. A 

-2-



s.". 201Z H. F. 

1 person who transfers possession of an animal to a shelter or 

2 pound ~ust pay fees required by the shelter or pound. A 

3 person in violation of this section is guilty of a serious 

4 misdemeanor. 
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