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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relaring to the care of animals and providing a peralty.
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OrF TOWA:
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 717.1A DEFINITIONS.
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise

requilres:

1. "Abandon" means to permanently relinquish control or
possession of an animal.

2. “"Adequate shelter" means providing an animal with an
environment normally required by an animal of the same species
to preserve the physical conditlion of the animai from physical
or climatic elements which could recult in injury or death to
the animal.

3. "Apnimal” means any live nonhuman vertebrate.

4. "“Necessary sustenance"” means the maintenance ncrmally
requited by animals of the same species necessary for an
animal's health, inciuding sufficient food, sutficient watial.
adequate shelter, and veterinary care.

¢ sgufficient food" means providing an animal with
noturishment at times normally reguired by an animal of tne
same species, 1ln a guartity and of a cuailty
sustain the norma: condition of an anina.l

5. vgufficient warer” means provicing
ar times normaliv requived by an animal
in a guantiny ard of « cuality reqguiced
condilion Of an aniral

“Tortucre” weans
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ient guantity-of foodr-and or sufficient watery-er-wno

axzs
2. Fails to provide a dog or cat with adequate sheltersy-ex
who-tertures.

Tortures, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance,
mutilates, overdrives, overloads, drives when overiocaded,
beats, or kills an animal by eny a means which eause causes
unjustified pain, distress, or sufferingy-whether

fntenticnaiiy—er—aeg%iqent%y;—comméts—the—eéfease—of~crue}ty

[and
P s e - Y, B S e )

to-antmata,

Scc. 3. Section 717.4 is amended by striking the section
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and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
717.4 ABANDONMENT OF ANIMALS.
A person who owns Or maintains custody of an arimal shall
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not abandon the arimal, including by vacating the person's
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premises and leaving the animal at the premises or ieaving an

animal by a public road or street. This section does not
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apply to a person who transfers possession of the animal o a
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perscn who accepts custcdy of the animal, or returns an arimal
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t¢o 1ts natural habitat. However, a person shail not transfer
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an animal to an animal shelter or pound as defined in section
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162.2, uniess the person pays fees reguired by tne animal
shelter or pound required to assume the animal's custody. A

person who violates this section is guilty of a serious
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misdemeanor.
EXPLANATION

This bill amends chapter 717 relating to the trea:ment of
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animals. It provides definitions of terms used in the

chapter, includirg "abandon", "adequate shelter", "animal",
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"necessary susterance," “"sufficien: food", "sufficient water®,
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and "torture",
The bill also strikes a section relating to the abando
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2f cats and dogs, and provides fcr the abandonm

A person is vrequired to transfer possession of
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the custody of another person or o its naturali habi
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person who transfers possession of an animal to a shelter or .
pound must pay fees required by the shelter or pound. A
person in violation of this section is quilty of a serious

misdemeanor.



