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A BILL FOR 
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1 An Act relating to the discharge of an adoptive fathe,'s 

2 obligation for support of an adopted child. 

3 8E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 203~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 232.116, subsection 1, Code 1991, is 

2 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

3 NEW PARAGRAPH. m. 

4 of parental rights and 

An adoptive parent requests termination 

the parent-child relationship based 

5 upon a showing that the adoption 

6 Sec. 2. Section 600A.8, Code 

7 the following new subsection: 

was fraudulently 

1991, is amended 

induced. 

by adding 

8 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. An adoptive parent requests 

rights and the parent-child 9 termination of parental 

10 

11 

relationship 

fraudulently 

based upon a showing that the adoption was 

induced. 

12 Sec. 3. Section 675.5, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 

14 675.5 DISCHARGE OF FATHER'S OBLIGATION. 

15 The obligation of the father other than that under the laws 

16 providing for the support of poor relatives is discharged by 

17 complying with a judicial decree for support or with the terms 

18 of a judicially approved settlement. The legal adoption oe a 

19 child into another family discharges the obligation for the 

20 period subsequent to the adoption, unless the adoption was 

21 fraudulently induced. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 This bill preserves a natural father's obligation of 

24 support to the father's child if the adoption of the child was 

25 fraudulently induced. The bill also provides for termination 

26 of parental rights and the parent-child relationship in the 

27 case of a fraudulently induced adoption. 
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"""l'.end Senate ?i:'e 2035, as passed GV the Se::ate, a" 
:0110\>/5 : 

1. Pace _I by inse~ting after ~i~e 5 ~he 
':ollo\"i:1g; 

·Sec. Sec:ion 60DA.4, subsection 4. Code 
2991, is a:nended :0 read as follo;'IS: 

4. Either a oare~~ who has siQ~ed a :e!ease of 
custody, or a :1or.signing patent, :nay, at any t':"rr.e 
prior to the entry of an order ter~inat':"ng parental 
rights, reques~ the juve~i:e co~,~ desig~a:ed in 
section 60GA.5 to order the revocation of ar.v release 
of custody previously executed by either parent. If 
such reauest is bv a signinc oarent, and is ~i:hin 
ninetY-Six hours of the tim~ such parent signed a 
release of c~stody, ~he juvenile court shal: order the 
re:ease :evoked. Otr.e~wise, the j~ve~ile ccurt sha~: 
order the release or ~eleases revoked c~ly upa~ clear 
and cor.vi~cing evidence that geod cause exists fa: 
revocation. Good cause fo~ revccation i~c:~des b~t ~s 
not l~rnited ~o a showing ~~a~ ~he :elease ~as cbtained 
by :raud, coerc:cn, cr ~isreprese~tation or ~aw c: 
fact wh~ch ~as mate:ia: to its exec~ti~~. _ .. 
de:ermini~s whe~ter gcad cause7-o~~e~-~~e~-E~a~d7 
e-e-e.;.e.ot-A--OR~G ... e-.. ,g.:.eq .. c20+- ..... ~~- ex: so...::: ~ ...... r Y"o··cca~:· '"'~ v ~ _ .. 'oJ. .\\ _ ~ .. !;-' .. ~ _ ..... 1;0 __ ....... , • _ ... .... _ __ _ .. '- .. " _ '-' •• " 

~~e juvenile co~r: shal: give para~cun: c8nsi~era:~cn 
to t~e bes~ i~:erests of the child d~d i~c:~di~c 
avoidance Qf a d~s:~p:ion of an existing :ela=~:~sh~o 
·o-,..···e.,~ a ~a ... p ....... ~ ..... ...; c ..... : ~~ '~~e ':'J"e!'"":" ~ ..... ,...,;'7" ... -==-l1a: 4 <;: ..... .., .... ~I '-" ... _ .......... :1..... .._......... ..... j' oJ •• __ <:; .................. _. J.._ 

a~so cive d~e ccnsidera:ion to t~e interests of che 
parer.ts ot ~he child and or a~y perso~ sca~cl~~ i~ =te 
place of :~e pare~~s." 

24 Page~, ~y :nse~ting af:e: ~i~e 21 :~e 
follc~'w'ing : 

'fSec . . A?p~:CABrL:TY. This Act is app:icable 
~o Erat..:du,::nt:y i.:1di.lced a~oPt:-oIiS ;.;nce: adopt~~·n 
cec:ees ~n!ch were enterec p~lcr co or ~n or ar:er :he 
2f~ective date of :~is Act." 

'. ~;"'e ~ac~ ';~~' 'oy l'~se~"'ng a"-e" -he - .Io ...... .!. l:' _<:;1 .... _.·0;::: J.., •. _ ... _ ........ ~ ..... 

word 'lto" the f~::owing: "parental :~gh:s and 
cblisa~ic~s i~cl~di~gf'. 

4. ~i~:e page, ::ne 2, by inser:i~g after t~e 
word "child" the ~o:lowing: 'I, and pro~~di~g Eor t~e 
Act's applicability". 

5. 3y ~enumbe~~~g as necessa~7' 
By COM..\\ITTE2: ON ;:uHA~ :<ESO:.J"'CSS 

nAV2:R~AN~ of ?ol~, C~a:~gerson 

------------------------------------------------------------------.---- -- --
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~~e~c Se~a~e ?ile 2035, as passed oy the Sena:e, as 
2 fo':"lows: 

AO Page 1, by s~r:king lines ~ through 5. 
2. Page 1, l:ne :1, by i~serti~g afte~ the wo~c 

5 "induced" the followi~c: lOin accordance wi~h the 
6 procedures set out i~ ~ection 600A.9, ~ubsection 2A". 

4 

7 3. ?age 1, by ir.se!ting after line 11 the 
8 fo.ilowing: 
9 "Sec. Sec~ion 600A.9. Code 1991. is amended 

~o by addins ~ne :o~:owi~g ~ew SUDsection: 
~sw S~aSECT:O~. 2A. I: a~ order is issued u~der 

:2 s~osec:ion :, parag:apt "b", the juvenile court shall 
~~ have jurisdiction tc a~~ow an adoptive p2rent :0 
_~ request termination cf the aoo~tive parent's pare~ta: 
15 :ig~ts ana of :~e pa:e~:-child relationship based upo~ 
::"5 G sn~\o.·i::S tria: the aCcpt:'on was f::-ailculently induced 
:7 and :0 re~uest ~hat ~he order issued under subsec~icr. 
I8 1, paragraph "~I', be vacated. The juvenile cour: 
~9 s~all g~an~ :he termination and vacation :equescs o~:y 
20 atter ~he oarent whose riahts have been termi~ated is 
2: siver. en oppor~~ni:y to c;ntes~ the vacation of the 
22 terminat~on o:der anc onlY if the ~ermination of the 
23 aaO?:i.ve parent's p2ren~al rights anc the vacation ot 
24 the terminatio~ o:der are :n the best interest of the 
2:; chi;."." 
26 4. Page l, llne 2:. by inserting after the word 
27 "~nduced" tne f81lowing: "and the adoptive father's 
25 oa:e~~al :ichts have been terminated and the order 
29 te:mina:ing ~he na:~ral father's parental rights has 
30 been vaca~ed if. accordance with the orocedures set out 
31 in section GODA.9, s~bsection 2A". 
32 5. Title page, line 1. by striking the wore 
33 "rather's" and insert!.og the fo1.1owing: "parent's". 
34 o. By renumbering as necessary. 

8-5943 FiLED APRIL ie, 1992 

By TEArOR~ of Black HaWK 
BIS~GNANO of Polk 
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S-5799 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE .2035 

1 Amend Senate File 2035, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 5. 
4 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 5 the 
5 following: 
6 "Sec. Section 6001'..4, subsection 4, Code 
7 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
8 4. Either a parent who has signed a release of 
9 custody, Qr a nonsigning parent, may, at any time 

10 prior to the entry of an order terminating parental 
II rights, request the juvenile court designated in 
12 section 600A.S to order the revocation of any release 
13 of custody previously executed by either parent. If 
14 such request is by a signing parent,. and is within 
15 ninety-six hours of the time such parent signed a 
16 release of custody, the juvenile court shall order the 
17 release reVOked. Otherwise, the juvenile court shall 
18 order rhe release or releases revoked only upon clear 
19 and convincing evidence that good cause exists for 
20 revocation. Good cause for revocation includes but is 
21 not limited to a showing that the release was obtained 
22 by fraud, coercion, or misrepresentation of law or 
23 Eact which was ~aterial to its execution. In 
24 determining whether good cause7-other-t~e~-iretle7 
25 ~oere~en-er-~isre?~esentst±on7 exists for revocation, 
26 the 'uvenile court shall aiva paramount consideration 
27 to the best interests of the child end includina 
28 avoidance of a disruotion of an existing relatiopship 
29 between a parer.L and child. The juver.ile court shall 
30 also give due consideration to the interests of che 
31 parents of the child and of any person standing in the 
32 place of the parents." 
33 3. Page 1, line 11, by inserting after the word 
34 "induced" the following: "in aocordance with the 
35 procedures set out in section 600A.9, subsection 2A". 
36 4. Page 1, by inserting after line 11 the 
37 following: 
38 "Sec. Section 600A.9, Code 1991, is amended 
39 by adding the following ne~ subsection: 
40 NSW SUBSECTION. 2A. If an order is issued under 
41 subsection 1, paragraph "b", the juvenile court shall 
42 have jurisdiction co allow an adoptive parent to 
43 reques~ termination of the adoptive parent's parental 
44 tights and oE the par~m:-child relationship based.:pon 
45 a showing ·that the adoption was fraudulently induced 
46 and to request that the crde~ issued under s~bsection 
47 1, paragraph "0", be vacated. The juvenile court 
48 shall grant the terminatio~ Q;.d vacation reques:s only 
49 after the pare~t whose rights have been terminated is 
S3 ;£ve~ an opportun~ty to cc~test the vacation of the 
5-5799 _1_ 
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1 termination order and only if the termination of the 
2 adoptive parent's parental rights and the vacation of 
3 the termination order are in the best interest of the 
4 child." 
5 S. Page 1, line 21, by inserting after the word 
6 "induced" the following: "and the adoptive father's 
7 parental rights have been terminated and the orde~ 
8 terminating the natural father's parental rights has 
9 been vacated in accordance with the procedures set out 

10 in section 600A.9, subsection 2A". 
11 6. Page 1, by inserting after line 21 the 
12 following: 
13 "Sec. APPLICABILITY. This Act is applicable 
14 to fraudulently induced adoptions under adoption 
15 decrees which were entered prior to or on or after the 
16 effectiVe date of this Act." 
17 7. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the 
18 word "to" the following: "parental rights and 
19 obligations including". 
20 8. Title page, line 1, by striking the word 
21 "father's" and inserting the following: "parent's". 
22 9. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
23 word "child" the following: ", and providing for the 
24 Act's applicability". 
25 10. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
26 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-5799 FILED APRIL 22, 1992 
kA--:.t<e, c.rA/.!C~4-"'.-'u,.d S;i?v{,P' /i:?GJJ') 
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Passed Senate, Date ________ __ 

Vote: Ayes Nays ____ _ 

S:!.~ :u" Co. 

~n7".v .R.rSD"~LGS. 
-)lM»-" 

SENATE FILE cPO .. ~ 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

HUMAN RESOURCES BILL 
BY CHAIRPERSON HANNON) 

Passed House, Date 
Vote: Ayes __ _ Nays 

Approved ________________________ __ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the discharge of an adoptive father's 
2 obligation for support of an adopted child. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
4 
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S.F. ____ B.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 232.116, sUbsection I, Code 1991, is 
2 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 
3 NEW PARAGRAPH. m. An adoptive parent requests termination 
4 of parental rights and the parent-child relationship based· 
5 upon a showing that the adoption was fraudulently induced. 
6 Sec. 2. Section 600A.8, Code 1991, is amended by adding 
7 the following new sUbsection: 
8 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. An adoptive parent requests 
9 termination of parental rights and the parent-child 

10 relationship based upon a showing that the adoption was 
11 fraudulently induced. 
12 Sec. 3. Section 675.5, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
13 follows: 
14 675.5 DISCHARGE OF FATHER'S OBLIGATION. 
15 The obligation of the father other than that under the laws 
16 providing for the support of poor relatives is discharged by 

.' 

17 complying with a judicial decree for support or with the terms ~ 

18 of a judicially approved settlement. The legal adoption of a 
19 child into another family discharges the obligation for the 
20 period subsequent to the adoption, unless the adoption was 
21 fraudulently induced. 
22 EXPLANATION 
23 This bill preserves a natural father's obligation of 
24 support to the father's child if the adoption of the child was 
25 fraudUlently induced. The bill also provides for termination 
26 of parental rights and the parent-child relationship in the 
27 case of a fraudulently induced adoption. 
28 
29 
30 
31 

32 
33 

34 
35 
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StnAn: fILl: 20]':> 

.\N ;Ic'r 
Rf:U,Tt~(; TX) PA;l:I::NTAI. RIGH'rS ANU (18r.~CAfI()N5 I~Cl.UOIWj ,[HI: 

IH SCH ... RGf. Of' AU I.POP! I VE VAR:£:fil" S OSI. Ir:iA,',' JON fOR SUPPOR r 
Of' ,\N A{J<wn:o Cl-:IL;J. l\tW PfW'IllJltlG ~OR rHt: ,\C'r'S A\'P!.ICJ\­

UtLlTY. 

l!f. I .. L~IAC f;;O B'l 'I'fU: f;i:W::tAL A5SE,'t1)U (If THt: $TAH: 0;' 10' .. ;;\: 

S.:>;;t.i.on I. SI~cl'J" 600A.4, Sllbl;~ct,ion ... Code 19')1, '~J 

amend~d ~o (cdd as follm,,,:;: 

~. r.iU'If!! cl pacen' ..... /):) h,\:'i !1i.1rted .f e~l#~.lf;~ of t:u!Jtody, (·e 

i::t Ilvnsi.gnJn(j p<:tt('nt. h'I,\y, elt _lny tirn~ prIor t.o the elltr,! of <lll 

ord!!r tl!cminatint] p.tc<.:>nta\ l'l<]t)t.~. fI~qOle~.a t.hl! j .. v(:nlle court 

der.i.qnat.ed in l>ect,ioll 600A.'l to order the reVOC.;tt.l0n of any 

rele,,~e of CUf.lQdy pr~viQuslj' exec.."lIt.,d by ei the-I" 9d,cnt. " 
suCh I.:'QU(',;t is by .l s-iqning pdCE'nt. ar.ol i£. witnill ninet.r"six 

hvU1'll of tile t.m~ ';uct"'. parent :ut]ne.-) d rt:lea.sc of cust(',dy. thff 

juv..:nilt! c(,urt ~.hall order the celeal;'! revo;';ed. Olherwi.!;e, 

t:'le jllvf.':;ile court shall order t.he efd,I:.,:>~ f~C tl·L~a!.e3 rev..:;/.:ed 

only upon c.:-ICdr alid con'>'irtl~ll1g e~·i.jl:ncc th<lt qt)(,d CdU5f' '~XI!'.ta 

[oe reVCC.:lt iOIl. (;:;:'0'\ c..-aus(~ for revocdtion i.ncludes Lout 15 net 

~~c;:.itt.."d t.O a !Jtlf)wi"g tt"lat ~tle relcase 'ooIa3 obl.,(inl)d by f Ullld, 

('o~rCI(;Il, ()~ mi~lre;'CC!;entation of )aw Of fat::'t .... hic..-il '''',)5 

r.d.t~ridl t.o it.; f':(t:ClIt.i('n. ~(\ det ... ::-.ining -..hetilt:T qood ('dUSi.';· 

ot:n~~-~h«"··fr«trth ·e()~!'c"()~-t'l~-~.~~'f'e-E''f'e~~l'It8t;'OI'\.· exiat.s for 

t"v~>C,\tiCIl, th~ j\I\'~i.ilc C:)lIt't ~,i)<llt q~v~ p<1rall'lount 

cO)r:,nJer.lti<..'n tv ti'~ b~:~H :n~l)fC~Jt,S \)f til~ ctuld e:~o ~_nC:!.I}<}i.~"3 

;';':'~~.I ::I_lnc:...e .of_.lA._ d} 5..!..\:£!, .,:;.~. f~!:.... c::!' ~~ i. ::..:' ).~'l ..! c: ':..d.~l ~.0s~~p._b<.:~~·,?~.;, 

.~ t"!! f!n t _ ..• 1 ~d . .':.~!.t.!.. d":- T!:(", .i "~'!.!Il :.~ ~.,- ("f)_l.l r t .... ~.!2:J ',). 2 .:~) .2 i '!.I.! (1\)<, 

l"')n,'.o:dC'!.'t~:>n ~G ~ht! IntcrE!5t,3 \)f th" pal'f):".f.!> of f.n~ ch~~d and 

()f dny per~on st;t~']lng i~ t,ne pl~cc 01 t~e p.c~nta. 

S('c.:. $(~ctlwl 600A.I3o (()o..\e 1-;?1. .S ;tmt~IH;",d t:: add.no; 

ttw t.)llc· ... II'.g :-'f~\o' SU:l'H'f;lll):-.; 

S~nat~ Fil~ 20]S. p. 2 

!:I~:::' ~~S!':"Ct~9~. .,. An a\~optl'Je p.arent l'e.(JUC5tS 

termlnclti-:>fI ot p~!t.·ntal rights clnd ttle par~nt.-chi.ld 

relatior1:.hlp bAsed upon a st\0lo'inq thdt UJ£' .lfll)ptiOIl \old:> 

fC'..ludlll(mtly lllduCl·d In accordance wit.h th~ ilrol:c,\urf!s !j;f!t. ()ut 

In St"c;ti\){', 600A.9', subsection 2A. 

Set: . .L S~cbon &OOA.9. Code l':l91, IS .am~nded by .,ddinq 

the tol~mdnq ncw aubuection: 

!,'f.~ !i.(!B~t:C!..l0!. 2A. If an older is l-S!;U(>Q under 

subsectlon I, pAraqraFh "b", the juvenile court Shdll hav~ 

)ur~sdict,iQn ~O allo\o' .It'''. ddcptiv(~ p,Hent to requcst 

tcrminatlon ot the adopti~~ pa(ent's pa~entAI r~qhtn dn1 of 

t.h~ pd.rent-cnild t~Ldt.il)n~h.tp b.td('·d upon a sllo ... ing t.hat t.hf: 

.ldoptiol\ W<tS fraudulently i.ntillc~d and to requcst th<tl tht..~ 

order 1~5ued under s\Jb!Jection }, Pdragraph "b", be v;tcated. 

The juveni.lc COllet shall qr<lflt thc termill~.ti.on al\d va,~ation 

r~que5t,g only dfter tl'E: p<Henl Io't'lOse ciqt!tl> have bee-o 

teclI'ioateo i.s qlven c.n (}PJlOrtliOity to c..-ontest the vcl.cati,)n of 

,he t.ermi.nation order and o:-nll' :of th~ t.erminatioo of the 

adoptiv!! parent's parental riqht.s and tt'.£' \'acati<;n of t,ile 

t~r~inati0n ocd~r ~re in the bC!lt interest at th~ child. 

s,!c. 4. Section 67~.5. Cedi.' 1991, 70S Mlu.:nded t,o rcad ~s 

fol\ows: 

6·/S.,> DISCU;"RGl: 01' FA'lH£x'S CJal,iGA~lOtl. 

'l'h~ cbll9dt, ion of t,t'.e fa':.her ott'.er tildn that u:tder tht! la .... :; 

provIding f<")t' Lhe ~JlIPJ!<Jrt, at POf)( :1S'1.'It~ ... e.$ '$ tiisch;tc<jed by 

ccmp:'yillq Io'ith " }ud!cial d~crec for Sll9port, oc "Hiti. tht' ter:;s 

<)f d )udic:ially "ppro'l~d !Jet.tlemenf .. The h~9.al adoption of a 

("odd int" an:,U',cr f.,:-.dy ';Is(.'hcl!<.le~.> th~ (,b:'igat.i.)n :or the 

p~c ~od :'lIb"~!:!\I€I'':. t,:) ttce J,d,)pt~on!.. ~~f~.:!.~ . .!..h()_':"!9i'!..'~' ~.l~ 
f c:.:!~.ld~~ ,='!..l.~ !.:r: .. ~ n~~.£~d_ ~n_<! .~ !:..~'_ ,l.~oP~~?£,,_!" '!.!:.h£! .• :!.. P~.I'.c:...ry~2 ~_~ ~ ·i.h~ l!: 

~l~~~ ~I!.~. I:! ~~.i~~~!.d _~t':~ .t. fl_~._~:':!! I' _!:. e ~~i n.~t ~.0<J __ ~ t:"t! . ~~H.!.It.!.! 

.f.~~.h~_~ . ~':.- £~ r <;:.!.'::21 .. ..!.!.g~~ s_~~.!~ ... bf.~~~ .':~~,'l..ed _! ':l_ .l.c:E~.~~:!...'!.c~. :~_L~~ 

t!.!.~. ~~<)(.'.!.d.~~c.!! .. ~_e.t .. Z'.l!.t_ ~ ~_5!:~.i '?:'!._ ~?~!~.~! ..:!.u.~<'~.t .I.~~ .. ?~. 
S(~(·. ~~. ~.rl'I-:C.~.Bll,IrY. 11115 ACt IS .lppL .c.lhlt: to 

f:iH:dul<,n~iy :t"'.";"·,I(:ed "ti')f.Hicn~.> un:j(~r ao..\()l",J.;:':) dt"crf'£'" Io'hlr:-h 

Vl 
." 
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were entered prior to or on or after the efEective date of 

this Act. 

MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

President of the Senate 

ROBERT C. ARNOULD 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2035, Seventy-Eourth General Assembly. 

Approved 

'); JOHN f. DWYER 

,/ Secretary of the Senate 

~n---,-~-=+---+r-, 1992 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 
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