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1 Section 1. Section 384.84A, subsections 1, 2, 3, and 4, 

? Code :991, are amended to read as follows: 

1 1. The governing body of a city may institute proceedings 

4 to ~ee"e-t:'e"e"t:le-beMde-!'e .. es::ablish a storm wate.r dra :r.?~ 

5 ~stem.ar:.d to. initi~te storm water drair.age consU,lct:on 

6 projects under section 384.84, subsection 1, by ca~sing notice 

7 of the proposed project, with a description of the proposed 

8 project and a description of the formula for the determinatlon 

9 of the ~ate or ra~es app~ied to users Eor payment of the 

10 b~Md~,-eftd-B-de~e~~pt±dn-e€-th~-bend~-8~d-m~~±ffl~~-~~~~ -ef 

~ 1 ;,"tet'e~t projects d:1C the r ig!1~ to petit ion for an e~ecr: 1.0;) : E 

12 the pro~ec~ meets the require~e~t of 5ubsectiotl 2, to be 

13 published at least once in a newspaper of general cl~culallol' 

14 within the city at least thirty days before the meeting dt 

IS which t!1e governing body proposes to take action to ~M~ete"t~ 

16 r~eeeedt~~~-fe~-±~e"8"e~-ef- .. e"eM,,~-beMde-€er estdhlish d 
... . . -' . 
,-0 lnl~late the star:':l water drai:.dge cO:--.5tr(1r.~icr. 

l8 project. 

2. If, before the date fixed for taking action to 

20 authorize the ~eetla~ee-of-~e"eMne-bends-fet' initlati()~ of th~ 

21 stor~ wdter drainage cOllstruc~ion project, a peti~io~ s~g~ed 

22 by three percent of the qualified e!ectcrs of the ci~y, ilS~II:q 

23 that :':'P q,.lestion of ±!'i~!jin9-l:"'ever'p.:2e-oend~-Ee!:" Ini~i?:.ina tht:: 

24 storm wa~ec drdinage construction project be Sllbmit~ed to :he 

75 quall~ipd electors of t~e cit!, t~e council, by resoluticn, 

26 shall declare the project aba~doned or shall direct tne C0U~:y 

27 commi,ssioner of e!ectio:1S to ca:l a special election upon t~e 

28 quest:,oIl of i~~tling'-~he-boMd~-Eo~ initiating the s:or~ water 

29 drairlage construc~io~ project l~ :he cost of t~e pro]ect and 

30 popu':'?.!.~on of :he ci'c.y meet o~e cf the following c:-i:-,e::la: 

3~ d. ~~e projec~ COSt 1.5 ~eve~ hundred Eifty thousa~~ 

32 do:~ars or more !ll a ci~y having a population of five thousand 

33 or less. 

1~ b. ~he proJec~ COSt ~s one million five ~~~dred tho~san(i 

35 dol:a~s or more i~~ a city having a populaticn of more thd~ 

-i.-



S.r. !lJ([. 

t five thousand but not more than seventy-f~ve thousar,d. 

2 c. ~he project cost is two million dol:ars or ~Qre 'n d 

J city haviiig a population of more t~an se'l€'nty-rive thO\lSdrlC. 

4 3. The prorosi~ion of-~~~~~ft9-~e~e~tle-bc~d~-~e~ to 

5 initiate a storm wate~ drainage cGns~r~ction project under 

6 this section is not approved unless the vote in favor of ~he 

7 proposition is equal to a majority of the votes cast on the 

8 proposition. 

9 4. If a petition is not filed. or if a petition 15 file.l 

10 and the proposition is approved at an election. the counc~l 

l1 may :i:~~"e-tllt!-re\fen"e-b,.,nd~ initiate the cons.truct_ion ,)[O)'Oci. 

l2 Sec. 2. Sec~ion 388.2. unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, 

l3 15 amended to read as Eo:lows: 

14 The proposal of a city to establish. acquice. cease. or 

l~ dispose of a city utliity. except a sanitary sewage "'r-~rer~ 

L6 w8ter-,lroi:nl;lge system, 1;1 order to undertake 0r to disc"l!: in"", 

17 the operat~o~ or ~he city utility, or the proposa: to 

18 establish or dissolve a combined utility system. or the 

19 proposal to establish or discont1nue a utility board. is 

20 Subject to the approval of the voters of the city. except ~hat 

21 a Doare may be dlscont~nued by resolut~on of the ~ou~c:l when 

22 the city lltility. city utilities. or combined util~ty system 

23 it administers is disposed of or leased for a period of over 

24 five years. 

25 Sec. 3. EFPECT LVE DATES. 

26 1. ThiS Act, being deemed 0: immediate importance. ~dkes 

27 effect lJpOn enactment. 

28 2. Sections: and 2 of this Act are retroactively 

29 applicable to July:. 1990. and apply to all storm water 

JO drainage systems established on or after that date. i~ a 

31 sto~m water drainage system was established and projects 

32 initia:ed under section 384.84 or 384.84~ on or after ;.Ily 

33 1990, without the opportuni~y for voter approval or 

34 disapproval at a special election. the city sha!: give n~~ice 

3; oE the storm water drainage sys~em projects estab~isr.ed and 

- 2-



"[' Li (( I ,,~ 
.::J.'. ___ l~_._ ... 1'. 

i rrOJe(~lS illitiated a~d provide an opportunity for Eiling a 

2 petit~I):l ~or an ~lection as provided in secti()n 1 of tt1is Acr. 

] ~'!le p!"oviS.i.ons ()~ section 1 of th:s Ae: shall apply as i.t" ~:--,p 

4 stQrm ~a:e: dralnage system and its projects ~ere new 

I) propo~a::"s. 

6 ::: X PLI'. NAT ION 

J This bill provides that a proposal to establish d storm 

8 water drai~age system and its construction projects are 

9 subJect to a referendum of the city electorate upon filing a 

10 petitio:l by three percent of the qualified elector~ of the 

II c~ty. Under current law, a referendum is authorized only upon 

L2 a pcopo;.:;al to issue reve~.ue bonds to fund the C8r1st!:"uc!::'c·n 

l~ rhis bi~l takes effect uporl enactnlent and is retroact~ve to 

l.~ storx water drainage sys~em projects estab~ished and 

~6 cc'ns:ruct.i.()n pr·j"jec:3 oequ:l en or a~:'p.~ .]e,ly 1, :900. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. section 384.84A, subsections 1, 2, 3, and 4, 
2 Code 1991, are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The governing body of a city may institute proceedings 

4 to ~~~~e-re~en~e-~end~-fer establish a storm water drainage 

5 system and to initiate storm water drainage construction 

6 projects under section 384.84, subsection 1, by causing notice 

7 of the proposed project, with a description of the proposed 

8 project and a description of the formula for the determination 

9 of the rate or rates applied to users for payment of the 
10 bend~7-and-a-de~er~~t%en-ef-t~e-bend~-and-max~m~m-rate-ef 

11 ~ntere~t projects and the right to petition for an election if 

12 the project meets the requirement of subsection 2, to be 

13 published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation 

14 within the city at least thirty days b~f~re the meeting at 

15 which the governing body proposes to take action to %n~t±t~te 

16 ~roeeed±ng~-for-±~~~anee-of-re~en~e-bond~-fer establish a 

17 system and to initiate the storm water drainage construction 
18 project. 

19 2. If, before the date fixed for taking action to 
20 authorize the ~~~~anee-of-re~entte-bond~-for initiation of the 

21 storm water drainage construction project, a petition signed 

22 by three percent of the qualified electors of the city, asking 

23 that the question of ±~~~~ng-re~en~e-bonds-fer initiating the 

24 storm water drainage construction project be submitted to the 

25 qualified electors of the city, the council, by resolution, 

26 shall declare the project abandoned or shall direct the county 
27 commissioner of elections to call a special election upon the 
28 question of ±s~~±ng-the-bends-for initiating the storm water 
29 drainage construction project if the cost of the project and 

30 population of the city meet one of the following criteria: 

31 a. The project cost is seven hundred fifty thousand 

32 dollars or more in a city having a population of five thousand 
33 or less. 

34 b. The project cost is one million five hundred thousand 

35 dollars or more in a city having a population of more than 
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five thousand but not more than. seventy-five thousand. 
c. The project cost is two million dollars or more in a 

city having a population of more than seventy-five thousand. 

3. The proposition eE-isstti"~-~eve"tte-ee"ds-£e~ to 
initiate a storm water drainage construction project under 

this section is not approved unless the vote in favor of the 

proposition is equal to a majority of the votes cast on the 
8 proposition. 
9 4. If a petition is not filed, or if a petition is filed 

10 
11 
12 

13 
14 

15 

16 

17 
18 
19 

20 
21 

and the proposition is approved at an election, the council 
may isstte-t~e-~eve"tte-be"ds initiate the construction project. 

Sec. 2. Section 388.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, 
is amended to read as follows: 

The proposal of a city to establish, acquire, lease, or 
dispose of a city utility, except a sanitary sewage e~-ste~m 

wate~-d~ei"a~e system, in order to undertake or to discontinue 
the operation of the city utility, or the proposal to 
establish or dissolve a combined utility system, or the 
proposal to establish or discontinue a utility board, is 
subject to the approval of the voters of the city, except that 
a board may be discontinued by resolution of the council when 

22 the city utility, city utilities, or combined utility system 
23 it administers is disposed of or leased for a period of over 
24 five years. 
25 Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATES. 
26 1. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes 
27 effect upon enactment. 
28 2. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act are retroactively 
29 applicable to July 1, 1990, and apply to all storm water 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 

30 drainage systems established on or after that date. If a 
storm water drainage system was established and projects 
initiated under section 384.84 or 384.84A on or after July 1, 
1990, without the opportunity for voter approval or 

disapproval at a special election, the city shall give notice 
of the storm water drainage system projects established and 

-2-
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1 projects initiated and provide an opportunity for filing a 
2 petition for an election as provided in section 1 of this Act. 

3 The provisions of section 1 of this Act shall apply as if the 

4 storm water drainage system and its projects were new 

5 proposals. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 This bill provides that a proposal to establish a storm 

8 water drainage system and its construction projects are 

9 subject to a referendum of the city electorate upon filing a 

10 petition by three percent of the qualified electors of the 

11 city. Under current law, a referendum is authorized only upon 

12 a proposal to issue revenue bonds to fund the construction 

13 projects. 
14 This bill takes effect upon enactment and is retroacti·. to 

15 storm water drainage system projects established and 

16 construction projects begun on or after July 1, 1990. 

17 This bill may create a state mandate pursuant to chapter 

18 258. 
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